B rmy60Ko# ThMe KaMeHHON TeMHHUIIH He OBIJI0O HM eIWHOTr0 mpobiiecka cBeTa. [Ipoino Hen3BeCTHO
CKOJIbKO BpeMeHH, 1 f1Hb KOaHbIITy Havyasl YyBCTBOBATh pasgpaxkeHue. Ha ero Teje BHICTYIHIT JIETKUH
10T. XOTSI OH y2Ke 3HAJl, YTO B 3TOM TEMHHUIIE HET IIesiel, OH BCe JKe BCTaJl ¥ Hayall OIIyIbIBATh
CTEHHI.

— Ceiigac TONMBKO YTO MPOIIIO BpeMs Yoy, TH OB ellle IMocmalt...

— paspgascs rojoc Xya Cros mo3afu Hero.

— A, TH IpocHYyIICcs, — yauBunca Aup KOanbmly, 60sCh, 4TO pa3bymun ero.

Xya Croii He CTaJl TOBOPUTH, YTO He CIlasl, JIUIIb HEBHATHO IPOMBIYaAI B OTBET.

— TonpKO 4TO THI CKa3aJl, 4To Ipomuio BpeMs Hoyumu. Kak T onpenenun Bpems?

— ITo TemmepaType, BIaXXKHOCTH ¥ MIPUBHIYKE... [Tocne LI3kInmM TeMiepaTypa nagaeT [0 MUHUMYMa,
BJIAXKHOCTH YBETUYUBAETCS. EC/IM MPUCIyIIaThCsI, CHAPYXKY HET HUKAKUX 3BYKOB. YyTh MO3XKE,
BEPOSITHO, HAYHYT MPOCHITIAThCS OXPAHHUKH.

OTu croBa BeI3BANMU y SHb KOaHBIIY BOCXUINEHUE, U €T'0 COHIMBOCTH TYT XKe ucuesna. OH Mofacen
mo06ukKe U CIIPOCHUIT:

— O, a 4YeM THI paHblile 3aHuMasnca? Kak Th Bce 9TO 3Haelb!
— Huyero ocobennoro. [IpocTo MeHS YacTo 3alupaiy, U g Hay4ucs OMpeaesisiTh BpeMs B TEMHOTE.

— 3anupanu? Kto ocmenumcs tebs 3amepets? ak yragaio, TH B IeTCTBE OBIJT TUXUM MaTb4UKOM,
3HAQYUT, 9TO TBOWM OTeI] Okl CIUITKOM cTpor. OH maBasn Tebe 3alaHus, a Thl UX He BBITOJIHSII, U OH
3anupan Te0s B TeMHOM KOMHATe, Oa?

B TemnoTe Xya Croi Tuxo ycMexHyscs. Ero geixaHue KOCHynoCh nuna Axes K0aHsIny, Miarkoe u
TeIyioe, 0TYEro eMy CTaslo ellle X)kapye. Ho eMy 3T0 HpaBUIOCH.

Ha camowMm fiernie B ero ciioBax Oblsia 01 IpaBabl, 1 Xya Ciol yIbIOHYIICS:
— Hy, ckaxeM Tax, THI IIpaB.

Aup FOanHbIy 00pafgoBacs U IIPOHOJIKUII:

— A pa3Be HUKTO 3a Te0Os He 3acTymnajncs? TBOS MaTh?

— Moeii MaTepHu HeT. Ona yliiijia AaBHO. Moli HacTaBHUK BCerjga TOBOPHIJI, YTO MOHU I'JIa3d IIOXO0XKH Ha
ee.

— IIa, aTo mMoOHATHO. TBOS MaTh, HaBepHOeE, OblsIa JOOPOI U CIIOKOWHOM KEeHIHOM. TBoU riasa... 5
Cpasy 3aMeTHu1 UX, OHU 3allOMUHAIOTCH...

— JIumb Ov1 1e6e3ur, s Te6s1 Bce paBHO He MOII06]TIO. ..

— J#, He roBopu Tak! KTo 3HaeT, uTo OymeT B OyayieM? MoxkeT, I0TOM Oyaelb TI00UTh MEeHS 00
cmeptu! Xa-xa...

OH cam paCCMedIiCs, a 3aTEM I[06aBI/IJ'I:



— Henb3sa OyMaThb 00 3TOM, a TO CMEIIIHO CTAaHOBUTCSA. Y romomHo. ..

— Jlyuie moMeHbIlle TOBOPH, OEPETH CHUITHL. Y3Ke BTOPOH IeHb, U, TOX0XKe, OHU He COOMPAIOTCs
MaBaTh HAM HU BOJBI, HU €I

— OHu Xe He 00bICKHBaIX Hac. Hamo OBII0 B3ITEH ¢ COO0H BOMEI!
— TBI MHOT'0 YETO0 He y4eJI, 9TO He eUHCTBEHHOE.

Aub IOaHbmy B3JOXHYII 1 CHOBA IIPHZKAJICA K HEMY. B TemMHOTE He OBIIO Pa3HUIIBI, OTKPHITEI I'JIa3a
WJIN 3aKPHBITHI. BCKOpe OH YyCIJIBIIIAJ 3BYK IIEPEABUKEHUSA CTYIIbEB U HEBHATHBIE I'OJIOCA, JOHOCAIINECH
n3pnaneka. OHU 3By4dallk y6a10KHBanme, U TI0CJI€ HECKOJIBKUX 3€BKOB OH CHOBA Ha4aJl 3aCHIIIATk...

B momycHe eMy IT0Ka3ajochk, YTO B KOMHATE HA4ascs Moxkap. BrIo HeBEHIHOCKMO XapKo, ¥ OH He MOT
nbimraTh. OH XOTEIT IOIIeBeUTLCS, HO He MOT OTKPHITE T71a3a. ToIbKO KOT/ia ero pyka cTaia
o6KuTamlle ropsue, OH PE3KO MPOCHYIICS.

— A Croii, npocHucs! Thl Tak ropssyuu!

[Toutu cpaldy AHb FOaHbLIy TOUYYBCTBOBAJ XKap, UCXOAALIUK OT Tesna Xya Cros. B 0TBeT OH ycChbIan
TOJIBKO Ts2KeJoe aeixaHue. Pyka Xya Crost Oblyla Topsiuel, Kak pacKaJjIeHHBIM MeTaJsljl, HO caM OH
Ka3aJicsi 0eCyyBCTBEHHBLIM, 0€3BOJIPHO MPUKABIIKUCE K AHb K)aHblTy. B maHWKe OH OIIyIaj ero Tejo
— OHO OBIJIO CYyXUM U TOPSYUM, ITyJIbC OUJICS TaK CHUJIBHO, CJIOBHO XOTEJ BEIPBATHCS U3 cOCymoB. OH
OBICTPO TIOMHSII €T0 ¥ IIepeMeCcTUll B 6oJiee IPoxJiafiHOe MeCTo. TeMIiepaTypa SBHO IIpeBHIIIaa
COPOK TpanycoB. Eciu Tak Oy#eT mMpomomKkKaThCs, Yepe3 mapy 4acoB OH JT00 COMAET ¢ yMa, T1ubo
CTaHEeT UHBAJIUIOM.

Y1oxkuB ero, 0H BCKOYMJI ¥ HadaJsl CTy4aTh II0 CTEeHe, Kprya:
— Otkpoiite gBeps! Ceityac yMpeT 4eloBeK!

— 4 3HaM0, 3a4eM BaM, rocrnoga, MeHs cxsaTui! Pa3Be He KOHHBIM OBOpP? OTIyCTUTE MEHS, TOCIIOAUH
BHIPAIIMBAET [JII BaC COTHIO-APYTYIO Jomaaei... Cneimute? Ecinu cerogHs ¢ KeM-TO 3[eCh 4TO-TO
CJIy4UTCS, HEe TO 4TO JIoLIafen, S He OTPaBI ggaMu BeCh [JoM YsHb, ¥ IIyCTh MEHS TOTa 30BYT HE
Anp!

B oTBeT OH ycnbIIIan ToIbKo 3x0. CHapyu He OBIIO HU 3ByKa. [10 JIOTMKe, OH CIaJ yxXe [ONro, ¥ Ha
yJNulle DOMKHO ObIJIO OBITH CBETIIO. EC/TM HUKOTO HET, 3Ha4YUT, 1100 ero He CBIIIAT, 1100 He XOTAT
cibimate. [IpoknaTee!

OH BepHycs K Xya Cr010, yCaiuil €ro U IOIMBITAJICS YCIIOKOUTHCS. BBICOKasi TeMIeparTypa,
00e3BOXKMBaHUe, HapylleHWe paboTH XKelyaKa, MoBpexXaeHne Mo3ra... Boga, Boga! dup K)aubiry
o6nu3an ryosl. [IBa mHs 6e3 BOMHI, U ero ry0Owl yxke moTpeckanuchk. OH pa3gpakeHHO coapall KOXy.

— Ou!
Koxa mopBasack, ¥ OH MallIMHAILHO JIU3HYI PaHy.

U TyT ero ocenuno. Het Bogsl? Hy u uTO, Bemb ecTh KpoBb! OH K€ 3M0POBHIH MyKYHUHA BECOM B
IIeCTHAECIT KUJIOTPAMMOB, HEYZKEJIM He CMOXKET BhIKAaTh HEMHOT'O KPOBH?

CracaTthb HyKHO ceiyac xe! — TBepaui oH cebe U cpasy IPUCTYIHI K feity. OOHON PYKO# OH 00HSI
Xya Cros1, mpupaB eMy yIoOHOe II0JI0KEHUE, a 3aTeM OJHEeC 3amsicThe Ko PTy. Ho yKycuTsh cebs



0Ka3aJocCh He Tak-TO IIPOoCTO. [IpPOKYCUTEL BEHY — 9TO Ke CKOJIBKO CUJI HyKHO!
Bparter; BsHb, TH JONTKEeH IIOMHUTD MO0 T0OPOTY. ITOT YKyC 3abepeT y MeHs IOJI0OBUHY XKU3HH...

Co6paBUIKCh C yXOM, OH 3aKPHLUI I'71a3a, CTUCHYJ 3yObl ¥ 30 BCEX CUJ YKYCHUII cebst. MeTamnndecKui
IIPUBKYC KPOBHU CPa3y 3allOJIHUI POT. 3afiepKaB AbIXaHue, OH OOSIICS B3MOXHYTh, YTOOH HE
3akpu4aTh OT 607u. CxkKaB 3yOHI, OH MOJHEC 3amscThe Ko PTy Xya Crosi. Ho TyT BO3HUKIIa HOBast
npo6yieMa — OH He MOT ITUTh CaM.

Aup KOaHbIy, cKaBIIKXCh OT 00T, YYBCTBOBAl, KaK KPOBb TeUET U3 ero pyku. OH 60s/ICS HalaBUTh
CUJIbHEe, OTlacasiCh, YTO KPOBb CBepHeETCs. Termeps eMy OBIJIO HE 0 POMAHTHYECKUX MbICTeH. OH
IIpaBOY PYKOU CxkKaJj 4estocTh Xya Cros, IOAHeC 3alsaCThe KO PTY, CAesal IJIOTOK KPOBU U
HAKJIOHUJICS, YTOOH IIEpefiaTh €€ eMy...

B 3TOT MOMEHT OH MOYyBCTBOBAJ YOOBJIeTBOpeHUe. OH MOLeIoBaj €ro B 3TOM TEMHOM, CEIPOU U
3aTXJI0¥ TeMHuIle. JIerKui apoMar JI0TOCA, UCXOMSIINM OT eT0 OfleXK[Ikl, Ka3acs 00KeCTBEHHBIM,
3ameyvaTieBIInCh B €r0 Cepflle HaBCeraa...

Ecnu ympy 31ecs, To, HaBepHOE, OHO TOT'0 CTOHUTIO...
CnacaTth HyKHO, I10JIy3HalKa!

Pa3ym BepHy ero K peanbHOCTH. OH He MoT 60JIbllle MEIJIUTh U HAKOPMUJI €T0 €llle NEeCATKOM
TJIOTKOB KPOBU. KaX bl TTI0TOK OB IPUMEPHO [ECATh MUIIUIUTPOB. CTO MUJIIUIUTPOB AOIKHO
XBaTUTb Ha KaKoe-TO BpeMs... Ho 4To, ecnu TeMIiepaTypa He CllafieT?

9TO OPOCTO KommMap!

Tonbko ceituac Aup FOanbmry BcrioMum, 4To y Xya Ciog He OblJI0 HUKAKUX IPEABECTHUKOB 3TOU
nuxopanku. OHU TONNBKO YTO CIIOKOWHO Pa3roBapUBaly, U BOPYT BCE IOLINIO HaepeKOoCaK. UTo 3a
yept? K coxanenuto, OH u3yvas 3anagHylo Me[ULVHY U He yMeJl AUarHOCTUPOBATh 110 MYJIbCY U
BHEIIHKUM Npu3HakaM. OH MOT TOJIbKO IIEPETAIIUTh ero B PYroe MecTo — TaM, Tfie OHU OBLIH, YKe
CTaJIO CIIUIIKOM XKapKo.

OH X0TeJ TIOf0XK/IAaTh ellle IMojivyaca U IaTh eMy ellle KpoBU, HO BcKope Xya Croil Hayasl IPUXOJUTH B
cebs1. Kak TOJIbKO TOT MOLIEBEIHII HajbliaMu, dHb FOHBITY Cpa3y 3aMEeTHII 3TO U CIIPOCHIT:

— Kak Te1? Bee B mopsanke?

Xya Cio#i, CIIOBHO He CJIBIIIIA €T0, BEIPBAJICS U MOMBITAJICA BCTATh, YTOOH BEIPBATh.
— Ox... Kxe-kxe...

Anp FOaHbIly BHYTPEHHE COOPOTHYJICA:

— Bpart, nomMeHblile pBY, 3TO XK€ MOS KPOBb!

Ho oH nump MATKO ITOXJI0Mad ero 1o CIUHe U CIPOCHITL:

— Kpome xkapa, Tebs Hu4Yero He 6€CIIOKOUT?

Xya Croil mokKayan roj0Bou U cjabo cKa3al:

— Yro TH MHe fgan nuth? [loueMy Takol CTPaHHBIN BKyC?



Aupb FOHBILIY CMYTHIICS ¥ TIPOMSIMITAI:

— OTO OHU TOJIBKO UTO NMPUHECH. I He pasrisgen, 4To 3To ObLI0, HO OHO OBUIO YepHO-KPacHEIM. 5
TIOyMaJl, YTO BPSI U 9TO 5[, ¥ Iompo0oBas caM. Tkl TaK CUIIBHO TOPEJI, UTO 5 PELINI OaTh Te0e
HEeMHOTO0. He BonHY¥CS, pa3 Thl OYHYJICS, 3HAYUT, BCE B MOPSIAKE.

— M... He Gepu B TONOBY, ST HE CEPXKYCh...

OH CHOBA 3aKaIlusamcs, a Aub FOHbIY MPOHoIXKal IIafiuTh €0 I0 CIWHe.
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