— Tpetuii 6part, TH maxe 0 4ecTH He 3a00Tuibcs? [laxke IPUBETCTBOBATh HE YIOCYXKUIICS. [10 4ero
JKe TOKaTUJIMCh HpaBhl ceMbu Xya? — 55 Ha ero cnuHy, Xya MUHTHH IPOU3HEC CIIOKOMHO.

— §1 myman, crapiuii 6paT ¥ caM IMMOHMMAeIlb. B 3TOT pas s ellle COXpaHu MUI0. BoloCk, 4To ecnu s
yObio cTapiuero 6parta, 3To u 6yHeT UCTUHHBIM ITafieHueM HPaBOB.

— A Cro#f, Kak MOXKHO TaK roBOpPUTh? [IpOCTO Tak MO3BOJISEIIb APYTUM CMeSIThCS Haf Hamu! — Xya
Yao63i1 ToxKe BCTYIUII B Pa3roBop.

Xya Cro¥i TOTIHYJ HOTOH, HO He 06EPHYJICS, ero TOJI0C OBLT XOTOTHEIM:

— JIromy, KOTOPHIX BHI IOCTIa/iM YOUTH MEHS, [akKe JIUI He CKPHIBAJIX, CJIOBHO OOSITIUCD, YTO 5 UX HE
y3Hato. [ToueMy Temnepb B O0UTECH, YTO Haf BaMu OyoyT cMesThesa? B [lomuHae YsHBGIH OO CUX ITOP
HA3bIBAIOT MEHS I'JIaBOM HOJIMHLI. Pa3Be He TaKOro cMeXa BH U KIOaIu?

— A Cro#, TH CKa3aJl, YTO Uellb 3a JJeKapcTBOM. Mul ¢ 6paToM Torfa He cTanu TeOst 0OCTaHaBIUBATh.
Ho T yiien 6osibllle 4eM Ha Mecs1]. Y TJIaBhl JOJNMHBI MHOTO [IeJl, @ Mbl C OpaTOM He CIIpaBiiseMCs.
[ToaTOMY MBI M TOPOIUIUCDH HalTH TeOs. Kak 3T0 MOXKeT ObITh MOKyIIeHrueM? MoXkeT, Thl 4YTO-TO
HeIIPaBUIbHO MOHSI?

— Heyxenu Bbl He gyManu: «IIyCTb OH BEPHETCS C MMyCTBIMU PYKaMH, ITyCTh YMpeT TaM». [louemy
ceiidac BH pa3bIrPEIBaeTe Iepeno MHOM OpaTCcKyio 060Bb? U ellle TOBOPUTE, UTO HE CIIPABIISETEC...
Xa... Ecmu OBl BB CTa/IM 4yTh CHJIbHEE, BBl OBl Ha MecTe MeHs younu? '0BOpio BaM, B 9TOM XKU3HH, B
Clenyollel, B XKIU3HYU II0CJIe CIeAyIoel BE HUKOIIa He CMOXKEeTe CTaTh MOMMU CONEPHUKAMHU... —
3aK0OHYMB, OH 00EPHYJICS U TOCMOTPEJ Ha OIIeTIOMJIEHHEIX OpaTheB.

9T0 OB TEPBHIA Pa3, KOr{a ero 3106a Oblia HACTONBKO MPSMOU ¥ PE3KOH, YTO yaapuia UM B JIHIIO,
TIOYTH 3aCTABUB ITOUYBCTBOBATH, OYITO OH CTAJI APYTHM YEJIOBEKOM.

Xya Ha003ii ¢ pacTepsIHHOCTBIO IT0Ka3ayl HeMHOTro 6eCIIOKOMCTBa, HO IPeXkie YeM OH OTIOMHMUIICS,
Xya Cro# yXe II0BepHYJICH.

— Wpute npoub. C Moeii HbIHEIIHeH CUITOi pa3gaBUTh BaC — BCe PaBHO YTO Pa3faBUTh ABYX
MypaBbeB. OCTaBIAI0 BaC B XKUBLIX TOJIBKO IIOTOMY, YTO Bbl HOCUTE (haMuuio Xya.

Kaszanoch, oH He x0oTes 00JIbIlle HU CJI0BA CHIBIIIATD, U, PE3KO Pa3BEpPHYBIIKCH, yies. [laxe YsH ®au
u Ysu IO#1 He cMOTIM ero JOrHaTh.

Ero xumnuie HaX0OuI0Ch Ha CaMOM BepIIKMHe, Ha MePBBIM B3I/ TOYTH yIIUpasch B o0maka. Ha
camoM feje, o01aka ObUTH IOPOIIKOM JIEKAPCTBEHHHIX TpaB. Korga oH HaXOOUICsS B JOJIMHE, HUKTO
He BUJIeNI HM MaJleiIlei 3ejleHy Ha BepIlnuHe. Boiiisg Bo IBOP, OH HAKJIOHHUJICS ¥ HayaJl pBaTh. ITO
OblIa HEHABUCTh, TPOHUKAIOIIAS B CAMBIE KOCTH.

— Mononoi rocnofyH, CUMIITOMEI BCE ellle He IPOLUIIN? — Pa3faliCcs YUCTHIM TOJI0C.
Xya Cro¥t BEITED YTOJIKM PTa, ¥ B €r0 IJla3aX Ha MTHOBEeHUE MOSBUICSA cBeT. OH YIBIOHYIICS:
— YuwuTens, TH OpUIIET...

YesnoBeK B 3eJIEHOM OLESHUHU, C ITOyCEOBIMU BOJI0OCaM¥, COOpAHHBIMU B MTy4OK, BHITTIAEI KaK
UCTUHHEIN 6eccMepTHHIN. TOIbKO YePHEIN KHYT, 0OBUTHIM BOKPYT €T0 TaJluM, U KYBIIUH C BUHOM B
IIpaBO¥ pyKe MpuaBajayd eMy HeMHOT0 OyHTapcKui Bum. I1o Mepe ero gBUXKEHUM apoMaT BUHA
CTaHOBUJICS BCe CUJIbHEE, U, IOYYBCTBOBAB 3TOT 3anax, Xya Cooil HEMHOTO YCIIOKOUJICS.



— Bygetms uth, Mosomo# rocroguH? — Ia MHIIOY moKavast KyBIIHHOM.

B3arnap Xya Ciost ObITT paccessHHBIM. XOTSI OH CMOTPeJT Ha YUUTeNs, Ka3ajloCh, YTO OH CMOTPeT Kyfia-To
BOAJIb:

— Bce oHU OTBEPHYNHUCH OT MEHSI, TOJIBKO THI BCE €Ille Ha3hIBAEIIb MEHSI MOJIOMBIM TOCIIOIWHOM. ..
— He xoueurs — He Hafo, CTAPUK CaM BHIILET.
OH yXe IIOOHOCHUJI KYBIIKMH KO PTY, Kak Xya CIol IepHYJI eT0, ¥ BUHO BRUIMJIOCH Ha YUUTEJIS.

— 9W, Thl, HebGmaromapHuii! Tak obpamaThcs ¢ yuurteneMm! — OH TOJIBKO 3aKpuyal, a Xya Cioit yxke
3aMpPOKUHYJI T'OJIOBY ¥ HaydaJl IIUTE.

— Csaroe nopyrauue! Moe nyudiiiee 6aMOyKoBOe BUHO He [JIT TOTO, YTOOBI THI €T0 TaK ITUJI!

Korpa xyBmuH onycten, Xya Cioi mouaTeIBasiCh ymaa Ha KaMeHHBIN CToJI, 6eCCO3HATENIbHO [IBUTAs
nasblaMu:

— YVuuTens, may MHe IIOCIIATh II0JTYAca, a I0OTOM pa30ymgu, XOPOIIo. ..
— Crapuru#t 6paT, mail MHe IOCIIaTh OOHY MMAJ04YKy 071arOBOHUM, a TIOTOM Pa30yHou, XOPOIIOo?
— Cnu, Tpetuii Opart, crapimuii Opat OygeT CliefuTh 3a BpeMeHeM!

Mapmmit 6pat, CKaBIIKCE, JIeXKaJl Ha PyKaX y cTapiiero 6paTa, KOTOPHIY HEYKITIOKE yTellan ero,
MeMJIEHHO MOXJIOIBIBAS TI0 CITHHE.

BHe3amHO pa3gasncs 3BOH — 3BYK OTIHPAEMOTO 3aMKa. Xya MUHBSIH HHCTUHKTUBHO OTCTYIIUI Ha3af,
KPenKo NpuxuMas K cebe Mmapamero Opara.

— Ha aToT pa3, BaC OaBoe, 9bs oqepenb? OnsTh TBOS? — 9TO OBII I'OJIOC, OT KOTOpPOTro OH MOT
IIPOCHYTHLCA OazKe BO CHE. B TOT Ke MOMEHT pPAOOM C HUMHM Ha COJIOMEHHVYIO IIOOCTHUJIKY 6p0CI/IJ'II/I
MaJIEHBKO€ OKPOBaBJIEHHOE CYIIECTBO, HEM3BECTHO XKNBOE UJIKM MEPTBOE.

3amax KpoBH ymapui B Hoc. Xya Cio#l XOTes pBaTh faxe BO CHE, HO OH OTKa3hIBaJICS IIPOCHIIAThCS.
Crapumii 6part etre He pa30yAUs ero, Te JIIOAH ellle He MPHIIIH... elle He MPHUILIIH. ..

— O, ¥ 3mech MOXKHO CIlaTh? Heyxemnu 9To TOT, KOTO TJlaBa JOJIMHE IpUcMOTpen? Jlogu, 3abepure
ero!

— Her, HeT! — Xya MuHBSIH 0TYasIHHO IIBITAJICS CIIPSITATh ero, 6opMoya. — HeT, HET, OH He CITUT,
TpeTuit 6pat MpoCTo yCTasl, OH ToJbKO mpuier. A Cioi, mpasmga? A Cioi, CKaxXu 4TO-HUOYIb!

Xya Cro¥t cxKaJicsi, He TOBOPSI HU CJIOBA, KAaK BOPYT YBUMEJI, YTO CTAPIINH OpaT Ha KOJIEHSIX IIOIMO03 K
IIPUIIeNIIeMy, XBaTas ero 3a IOJ0JI U YMOJISs:

— ITocmanHuk Y9H, BO3LMUTE MeHS, BO3bMUTE MeHs1, A CIoH ellle CJIMIIKOM MaJl, BO3bMUTE MEHS,
YMOJISII0, BO3bMUTE MEHS!

— Xm! Kakas ke npemanHOCTh! IToCMOTPUM, HACKOIBKO THI KPEIIOK! — OH ITPOCTO CXBaTUl pebeHKa
3a IIel0 ¥ BHITALIUJ HapyXy.

CHOBa pa3fgascs 3BOH, ¥ B KaMepe CHOBa CTajio TeMHO. Xya Cro# cXKaJcs B yrily, He ABUTasACh, TTIAOS



B CTOPOHY fABepu. OOBIYHEIE JTIONHU CIIST HOJITO HOYRIO, a IJIs HEro 39TO yxXKe ABoe cyToK. OH He chal.
3a CTEeHOH, MOIKHO OBITh, Obl/Ta MTHUIA, KOTOPAs KaXK[IblH JeHb Iejia mepeq 3aBTpakoM. Xya Cioi
XOTeJI IOCMOTPeTh, KaKOr'0 OHa LIBeTa.

OH coBceM He yCTaJ, BCIO HOUb AyMaJl, YTO €CJI¥ [I0CJIaHHUK U3H IpUIeT 3a HUM, OH caM IOUAeT.
Crapumii u BTOpoy OpaT y2Ke MHOTO pa3 CTpafiajy 3a Hero, a OH [I0 CUX ITop He OBLI B TOM MecCTe,
KOTOPOTO OHHU TaK OO0SIIUCH.

Ha conomennoit nogctunke Xya Yao03# yke HEKOTOPOe BpeMs ObIJT B CO3HAHUY, HO IIPOCTO JIeXKar,
YCTaBUBILKCH B ITOTOJIOK, HE IBUTASICh U He TOBOPS HU CJIOBA.

Xya C1o01 0CTOPOXKHO IIOAIOJI3 K HEMY, TSI B IJ1as3a:

— Bropoii 6par, Ha 9TOT pa3 s moiiay, He OECIOKOHCS 3a MEHS.
W3 yromnka ero ria3a CKaTHUJIacCh Clie3a:

— A Cro#t, BTOpPO# OpaT He cMOT Te0st 3alIUTUTh.

Xya Croii TUXO0 II0Ka4asl TOJI0BOM.

Bckope maru cHapyku npubnu3unuchk. Xya Cioi cpa3y ke BEPHYJICS B CBOM yTOJ ¥ 3aMep. ITOT 3BYK
OHY CIIBIIanu 0eCcYuCIeHHOe KOJIUYEeCTBO pa3 ¢ nATH JieT. CHapyKu CBETUJIO IPKOe COJIHIIE,
dbop3unus 1Bea, HO 3HAKOMEIH 3allaX KPOBU BEPHYJI €r0 B pealbHOCTh.

Xya MunbsH 6511 OpOIIEH Hefaneko oT ero Hor. Xya Cioit MHCTUHKTHUBHO OTHEPHY Horu. OH
UICIIyTaJICS, U CTI0BA, KOTOPHIE OH IIOBTOPSJI COTHY pa3, BAPYT He CMOTJIHM BHIPBAThLCS.

— He 0oiics... cTapmmii 6pat 3mech. — Xya MUHBSIH BCe ellle MOT TOBOPUTb.

YcnrimaB 3T0, Xya Cioli BOpyT nepecTai 60aThcsa. MoXKeT, HOTH ellle ApoKau, HO OH yKe He OBl
Tak Hanyral. Onupasch Ha CTEHY, OH BCTaJl, KPEIKO CXKaB KyJIaKu:

— Bo3bMuTeE MeHs, OTell elrle He TPo0OOBaJl Ha MHE Sf...
— O... KaKou cMeJisl Mojiogoi rocroguu! Torga ThI!

He IIPOIIJIO U MOJITHSA, KaK €ro BEIIIYCTUIINA, HO BCE€ €r0 TeJI0 YK€ He YYBCTBOBAJIO HUYETO. Kazamnocs,
4YTO KPOMeE I'OJIOBEI, BCE€ OCTaJIbHOE OBLITO 0TPEe3aHO.

Korpga ero 6pocumnu Ha COJIOMEHHYIO TOACTUIIKY, OH ITOYTH ITOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO OHA MSTKas, KaK OyaTo
OH TIapHUJI B BO3TYXeE.

OH He TIOTePSNT CO3HAHKUE, KPOMe TOT'0, UTO He MOT OTKPHITH I'1a3a OT 00j11, HO pa3yM OBLI SICEH.

— Crapurui#t 6paT, TH gyMaelnb, A Cioi elle XKUB? — YCIBIIIIaB 3HAKOMBI T'0JI0C, OH TIOYYBCTBOBAJI
TEIIJI0 ¥ CTPAHHOE CIIOKOKCTBHUE.

— 2KuBoH... He BONHY¥cCs, eciu Obl OH yMep, ero Ovl 3mech He 6b110... Ho 4TO HaMm fmenaTs, B
CJIENYIOIIUH Pa3... OMSITh MOS 0YEPEmb...

— Hwuuero, crapiuii 6pat, s mokAy. 4 4yBCTBYIO, UTO Y MEHS y2Ke eCTb HEMHOTO CUJI, SII, KaXKeTcs,
Ha MeHS He OeUCTBYeT...



— IIpaBpa?.. Torma oTnuyHo... Ho B KOHIIe KOHI[OB 0Yepeab BCe PaBHO OOUAET OO MeHA. d 4yBCTBYIO,
YTO BpeMs MHOTHA UIeT OYeHb MeJIEHHO, @ HHOTTA 04eHb OBICTPO... Korga oHu BCTABISIOT UTTIH B
MOH KOCTH, MHE KaXKeTCs, YTO 9TO [AJIMTCS BE€YHOCTh. K MATOU UTJie g yKe IIOYTH YyBCTBYIO, UTO
ymuparo... 4ao03H, TH TOXKe TaK YyBCTBYEIb?

— To xe camoe, HO 5 c1a0, HOX0XKY TOJIBKO [I0 YETBEPTOMN UTJIEI ¥ TEPSIO CO3HAHMUE. ..

Xya Cro¥t X0Tes CKa3aTh UM, YTO OH He ITOMHUT, CKOJIbKO UTJI OBIJIO B €T0 TeJIe, TOJIBKO 3HAET, YTO eMy
Ob110 0ueHb 601bHO. Ho KOra OH ymMar o0 TOM, YTO cTapinre 6paThsi CMOTYT u30eXaTh CTPalaHuH,
OH YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3TO TOTO CTOUT... OH MOIMKITAJICS OTKPHITH POT, YTOOBI YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO HE CMOT
U3[IaTh 3BYKOB, 9TO OBIIIO TaK HEIIPUSITHO...

— Ho A Croii... A Croi BepHYJICS BCETo dyepes MOJITHS, 3HAYUT JIU 3TO, YTO OH He CIIPABUIICA? —
T'onoc Xya MunbsiHa OB pacTepSIHHBIM, XOTSI OH 3aflaBaJl BOIIPOC, HO, Ka3a/loCh, He XOTeJl 3HaTh
0TBeT. B TeMHOTE ero nuilo 661710 6€CCTPACTHLIM.

— Ecnu He cripaBuiCcs, 3TO X0OPOIIo, eMy 60Jbille He IPUAETCS CTpafaTh, OH CMOXKeT yuTu! — ['onoc
Xya Ya003s1 OBLI TOYTH PaflOCTHLIM, OH TOBOPHJI C 9HTY3Ua3MOM.
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