Crapsléi TOCIIOnUH fHB, HEe CBOMS Ijla3 C JoMa, MOJT4aJl, II0Ka BeCh IePeysIoK He TOTPY3UJICS B
TUIINHY, T0Ka AHb KOaHbIy He BHIIIENT U3 foMa fHb, TI0Ka OHW He CBePHY/IH 3a yroi. JIUIb Torga OH
BhIIaBUT (Ppa3sy:

— ...lIBeTeT unu He LBETET — BCE 3TO B CEPAIIE.

— Oret, BB TaK IPOCTHL ¥ B TO K€ BPeMS TakK MOITUYHKI, YTO CHIHY HEMHOTO HEIPUBBIYHO, — C
yNBIOKOM mporoBopun Aub FOaHbIy, cerka IPUIIOAHSB YTOJIKY TY0.

Crapuk o6epHyJcs, OPOCHB Ha HETO CepOUTHIH B3TIIsAH. Ero ycel yke Hayanu MOAparuBaTh —
3HakoMas AdHb FOaHbIy KapTUHA, TPeALIeCTBYIOIIAs BCIBIIIKEe THeBa. Ho Korga oH yxke
IIPUTOTOBHUJICS K TOMY, UTO €T0 OTPYTaloT, CTAapHUK BHE3AITHO U3MEHUII BEIPaXKeHue JIUIIA, JIUIIL CYyX0
TIOXJIOIAJI €T0 0 PYKe ¥, OTBEPHYBILIKCH, CMYIIIEHHO ITPOU3HEC:

— Ceiiyac y cemby fdHb HUYETO HET. EC/Iu TH XO4ellb YUTH, cerndac caMO€e BpeMs.

Aup FOaHbIy OTCTPaHUI PYKY, COXPaHss MOJIHOE CIIOKOWCTBUe. EMy yXKe ObLJIO BafIaTh CEMb JIET, @
3[IeCh OH IIPOXKUJI ellle TPU rofa B oOpa3e I0HOILIN. B cyMMe 1oIy4anoch, YTO OH y2Ke OOCTUT
Tpunnatunetus. Eciu Obl 0H 103BoNUN cebe 3MOIMOHAIBHO PearupoBaTh Ha YbU-TO CJI0BA, 3TO OBLIO
Obl HepaBWIbHO. be3 TeHu 5Monuil Ha ulle OH C TI000IBITCTBOM CIIPOCHUII CTapuKa:

— ¥V MeHd OB OOMH BOIIPOC, KOTOPHIM S HUKOTa He 3a/iaBajl BaM. Ho pa3 yK MbI IO [0 3TOTO, TO
CIIPOIIIY TIPSIMO — ITOYEeMY BBl HE MTPOSIBIIIETE HUKAKOT'0 UHTEPECca K TOMY, UTO ITPOUCXOIUT CO MHOM,
WM, TOYHEe, C BalllUM CHIHOM?

— HnuTtepec? K uemy? Korpma TH pomuics, MHe yKe OBIZIO COPOK, a ceidac 5 MOYTH HATIOJIOBUHY B
Moruse. B rimasax crapuka BCE, UTO 51 He 3HAI0 B 3TOM MUpE, JIUIIb TOBOPUT O MOEM HEBEKECTBE, a He
0 TOM, YTO 3TOTO He CyLIeCTBYeT. Thl cunTaelb cebsg 0COOEHHBIM, HO OTKY/a Thl 3HAEIIb, YTO B 3TOM
MUPe HeT APYTHUX JIIOflel, KOTOPHIE TakK XkKe, KakK U Thl, JKUBYT B TPEBOT€ U CKPHIBAIOT CBOE UMS?

— Ecnu moctaBuTh cebs Ha Ballle MECTO, TO KOT[Ia BBl IIPUHSIIN MEHS, Bb, BEPOSITHO, HAOesSITUCh, YTO
Balll CBIH B ]PYTOM MECTE TOXKe BCTPETUT KOTr'0-TO, KTO OyIeT Mo-HaCTOoSIIeMy J00p K HeEMY? —
npepnnonoxui Aus KOaHby.

— Bo3MoxkHO, 651710 Takoe... XOTS MHe He XOUeTCs IIpu3HaBaTh, YTO KOaHbIIy NeHCTBUTEIBHO VIIe,
MHOTTA, T Ha Te0s, TaKOro CIIOKOWHOT0, 1 YyBCTBYIO, YTO OH Ha CaMOM Jiejie He TaK [la/leKo.

— A ecnu g CKaxy, YTO VUMY, OTell, BBl PACCTPOUTECH? — C XUTPO# yIpIOKOM cripocun Axb FaHb1y,
TS0 Ha CTapukKa.

— ...ManeHbKUH HETOMOSH, — CTAPUK OBIT OIIapallleH, Pe3K0 OTBEPHYJICS U pPa3gpakKeHHO OPOCHIT. —
KTo Tebs crparuBaeTt!

Aup FOaHbIy MOCIENNIT JOTHATE €T0, CMesCh, O0OHSII 3a IIJIeYX U CKa3all:

— Oii, GaTiolIKa, Hy ouaeMTe yxke! Bel Beb IeMCTBUTENIBHO BceMy BepuTe! Tak BOT, XOTSI MHE U
X04eTCs YUTH, 51 qyMalo, YTO He IPOTSIHY U [HS, YMPY C Tonoxy. B3BecuB BCE, s MOHSII, YTO HE MOTY
oborTHCH 6e3 Bac!

Crapuk TyT XKe [TapupoBall:

— C TBOeH PacTOYUTEIbHOCTEIO, CTAPUK TeOs He MOTSHeT!



C oTuMM C/I0BaM# OH C6p0CI/IJ'I €ro PykKy, coeiianl mar BIiepen, U, eCJIu IMIPUridneTbeCsa, ero CMyrioe
JINIOO, Ka3aJIOCh, CJIeTKa IMOKPACHEITIO.

Anup FOaHbIIy MPOJOIXKAI CMEAThCS, Iepras CTapuka:

— Xa-xa-xa, MOIIH, TOIIIY, CHadyala HallieM MeCTO, TIe OCTAHOBUTHCH...

Crapslii rocriofuH fAHb, 4yBCTBYS ce0s pa3o01adyeHHBIM, PEIIUII CKPHITh CMYIIleHNe, HauaB KPU4aTh:
— A roe atot AHb Op? OH Toxke cOexan? U roe TBOM HalnoXHULE? ['Ie oHu?

Aup FOHBLIY TOYecasn yxo, HeOpeKHO OTBETUB:

— MyX ¥ )XeHa — KakK IITHITH B OJHOM THe3[e, HO B TPYIHBIE BpeMeHa KaXK bl JIETUT CBOEH
noporoii. Tem Gosee 3TO OBITM BCETO JIUINL HAJTOXKHUIIE, WX HaXKe HeIb3s Ha3BaTh CYIPyraMu, Tak
YTO OHH, €CTECTBEHHO, cOexXKasly IPH IIePBOi BO3MOXKHOCTH. [ToliileMTe, Ha ceBep, Ha ceBep, He
IPHITANTE TaK, a TO IIeI0 CBEepPHETE. dHb IP Y MEHS IO KOHTPOJIEM...

2Kapa B pasrap yieta Oblza HaCTOSIIEN, HO TI0 CPAaBHEHUIO C COBPEMEHHHBIM YIIUYHBIM I1EKJIOM
HBEIHEITHUE YCJIOBUS Ka3auCh OCBeXKaMUMU. [Ipoias mMONgHs, OHU HaKOHEIl MOKUHYJIU TOPOHoK JIu,
¥ TOJIBKO TOTMIA CTAPHIM TOCIIOAWH fAHb MOYYBCTBOBAI 00JIeryeHre — HAKOHEeI[ OH MOT He
CTAJIKUBATHLCS C JTFOOOIBITHBIMY ¥ OCYKOAIOIITMMU B3TISTIaMHU.

JIyHHBIN CBET MSITKO 03apsii 3eMyi0, ¥ AHb KOaHbIy ycmesn o 3aKPHITHS 3a710KUTh CBOH
He(QPUTOBHIM IEPCTEHDb B EMUHCTBEHHOM JIoMOapae ropoaka. I1oiy4yuB 1ebi CIUTOK cepebpa,
CTaphIl TOCIIOAUH fHb AyMaJl, YTO OHU CMOTYT CHSITh CKPOMHYI0 KOMHATy B TOCTHHHUIIE U laxkKe
oCTaHeTCsI HeMHOTO fieHer. OfIHAKO CJTyTa IIPUBEJT UX B POCKOIITHEINA HOMED C TPEMS IMUPMaMH, 3a
KOTOPHIMU BUIHEJICS I1ap, IBHO OT rOpsiuel BOAHI [JI KylaHus. B3risHyB Ha MUChMEHHBIHN CTOT,
CTapHUK YBUJIEJ, YTO Ha HeM OblsTM BCe HeoOXOmUMble IIPUHAIIEXKHOCTH AJIS TUChMa. B ero ceppie
3apOMIMIIOCH TPEBOKHOE MPeIYyBCTBUE.

— I'me ocranbHble IeHbIU? — IPUCTAJIBHO IIOCMOTPE OH Ha ChHIHA.
fAup F0aHbIy ¢ YBEePEHHOCTHIO Pa3Bell PyKaMu:

— Hert ux. {l nocuuTan, 4To, HE CYUTas TOrO, YTO Y MEHS B KapMaHe, y MeHs ellle eCThb IIATh
IIepPCTHEN U OPYTUX YKpallleHUU, KOTOPble IOMOTYT IIPOTAHYTh KaK0e-TO BpeMs.

— TBoe «kKaKoe-TO BpeMsi» — 3TO, HaBepHOe, MSATh JHEH? — CTapHK yzKe He MOT laXKe PyraThcs,
JIMIIB COXKaJesl, YTO He OBUT TaK 2Ke 9KCTPaBaraHTeH, KaK ero ChIH, U He HOCHUII JeCSITh TePCTHEeH.,

Aup F0anby, He oOpalijasi BHUMaHHUs, yOpas CBOM CBEPTOK B IIKad U cKazal:

— JleHbru — 3TO JIUIIL BHEIIHee. MH U TaK yKe [OCTaTOYHO CTPajaeM, HeyKeJll HYKHO ellle U JKUTh
B KaKOU-TO JhIpe?

— Pa3Be Henb3s GBIJIO OCTABUTE 3T JIEHBIHM HA YEPHHIHA NEHb, a IIOTOM y2Ke pelIaTh, 4YTO AelaTh? — C
00JIbI0 B CEPIle ¥ PAa30YapOBAHKEM B I'0JIOCE CIIPOCHUTI CTAPHUK.

— V Bac CBOH NIPUHITUIIH, HO S He BUXKY HAYETO IIJIOXOT0 B CBOEM pellleHuu. YeM TsxKejee BpeMeHa,
TeM GOJIbIle HY2KHO 3a00TUThCS 0 cebe. XOPOIIIo MUTATLCS, TUTh U CIIAaTh — KaK WHa4Ye MOXKHO
BEIZIEPKATh MIMTENIbHYI0 00pp0y? OOBIYHO TaKKe TPyOHEIE BpeMeHa, MaXke ec/ii MHe OHU Ha[oeJaorT,
He 3aKaHYHUBAIOTCS OLICTPO.



— ... — Crapuk x0Tesn BO3pa3uTh, HO YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO €T0 CJI0OBA HATAJIKUBAIOTCS Ha TJIYXyI0 CTEHY.
OH Mor OHI IOMBITATHCS CIIOPUTH, HO OOJIBIIE eT0 BOJIHOBAJIO, I0YEeMY er0 CHIH Tak gymai. C
HEKOTOPOU HEPBO3HOCTHIO OH CIPOCHUI. — ... THl MHOTO CTpPafasa B MPOIIIOM?

HWuaue OTKyIOad TaKadd YBEPEHHOCTh U JIETKOCTh B PEIIEeHUHU HpO6J'IeM?

— Of, oTel, OTell, MO¥ IOPOTOM OTell, He HYKHO MPENCTaB/IITh MeHs KakK HeCYaCTHOTO pe0eHKa,
IIPOIIEAIIero Yyepe3 Bce TPYOHOCTHA Mupa. CKaXy TakK — B IIPOIIJIOM Balll ChIH XKHUJI B OCTATKE, Y HETO
OBLIM TOM ¥ TPAHCIIOPT...

— IIpaBma? — c COMHEHUEM Ha JIUIe CIIPOCUJI CTapHK, BCe ellle He 10 KOHLA BepS.
— Ia, mpaBga. 4 mompouy Cayry IpUHECTH ey, B II0Ka OTJOXHUTE.

— ... — CTapuK, Ka3aJioch, XOTeJl YTO-TO 706aBuTh, HO AHb KDaHbIy yKe UCYe3, ¥ B 3TOM OBUIO YTO-
TO OT aHu4YeckKoro 6ercTBa. CTapuK BOPYT MTOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO €T0 CHIH JOBOJIBHO MUJI, HO, HE YCIIEB
II0 KOHIIA YIIEIOHYThCS, €T0 JIUI[0 CHOBa OMpaymiock. Uto ke O6yneT ganblie?

OH maBHO 3HAJI, YTO UMETh [IeJI0 C HBOPOM — 3TO KaK XOOHUTH II0 KPalo MPOIACTH, TOe Majenas
omrnOKa MOXKeT IMpuBecTH K rubenu. OH He pa3 gyMal O MMyTH OTCTYIIJIEHUS, HO celyac CUTyallus yxKe
BBIIIIJIA K3-TIOf €TI0 KOHTPOJIs. EAMHCTBEHHOE, O YeM OH KaJjeJl, — 3TO TO, YTO He yCIIeJI IpruodpecTu
uMyIlecTBO Ha uMs FOaubiny. OH Bcerma AyMall, UYTO CMOXKET 3alllUIaTh ero elle HeCKOJIbKO JIET, HO
cynosba pacrmopsiguiack WHa4e, ¥ OH 3a OfHY HOYb TocTapesl. EMUHCTBEHHOE, YTO OH CUMTAl yaaydeH,
— 3TO TO, YTO, XOTS AOM $1HB I1ajI, BCE CIIYTH ¥ YIEHbl CEeMbU OCTAJIAChH JKWBHI.

HexXHEIM OpaHXKeBHIM IIBET 3aKaTa BUCEI Ha Hebe, Kak B3TJISM eT0 TOKOWHOW XKeHBl — MATKUHM U
6e3MosBHEIN. CTapyK B3MOXHYI:

«I'maBHO€ — KUTh, KUTh... [I0Ka KUBHI, €CTh U 3aBTpa.»
[IBa roga cmycr4.

T'oponok LIsiHbIOHB, OKPY2KEHHBIN T'YCTHIMHU JIECAaMHU U TOPHBIMU PYUYbSMHU, OB UieabHBIM MECTOM
[JIST YKPBITUS OT 2Kaphl ¥ 6eICTBUM. Y ITOMHOXKUS TOPHl CTOSIIa YalHas JlaBKa, ITie Temepb KU AHb
Kaubiy u ero oret.

3BYKH I[UKAJl pa3faBaiiCh B BO3yXe, OCEHHSS CYIIb Oblla HEBEIHOCKMA, ¥ B JIABKE MOYTH HE OBIIO
nocetutenei. Aup FOaHbIy, pa3BaiuBIINCh Ha Ka4esx HAalIPOTUB JIaBKU, TUCTAJ KHUTY. Beskie
o0Jiaka IIBIIY 10 HEOY, IIeIeCT NTUCTheB HATIOHS BO3AYX, U apOMaT OCEHHEN TUCTBH OKYTHIBAJI
ero. Ocens OblJIa B CaMOM pa3rape, ¥ OH He3aMeTHO Hayall ApeMarh...

Bo cHe OH yCIBIIIaN 3BYKHM OPKECTPa, MPUOIHKAIOIIET0Cs U3hanekKa, HO, TPUCITYIIABIINCh, TOHSII,
YTO 3TO He MY3BIKA, a CTYK KOJIeC TTOBO3KHU. [107TyCOHHEIH, OH YCIIBIIIAN Ybe-T0 60pMOTaHUE U
HEBOJILHO YIIBEIOHYIICH.

— ...I'maBa monuHEl, JaBaiTe OCTaHOBUMCS 37I€Ch, MHI YK€ 4acC B IIyTH, flaBalTe OTOOXHEM...
— Yro THI GonTaems? ['71aBa MOTUHEL JaXKe He YCTall, a Tl yKe HOeIIh!

— 4 3a604ych 0 r7aBe JOJIUHEL, & ThI, TOX0XKe, Jaxe He AyMaellb 0 HeM!

— Bpems! Tsl TPOCTO JIEHUBHIY U HU Ha YTO HE TOMHBIN, TOJIBKO OOITAEIIIH!

— Bonraro...



— XBaTUT CIIOPUTH, BIIepean KakK pa3 dyaiiHasi, 0CTaHOBHAMCS 31€eCh.
— XM...
— XwMm!

IIBa rojoca OMHOBPEMEHHO BHIPA3UII HEIOBOJIbCTBO, U AHb FOHBIIY JTIeTKO IIPEeACTaBUIl UX JIUIa —
OJIMH [OBOJIBHBIM, APYrOoU pa3gpaKeHHbIN.

AHanu3upys ux IoBefieHre, OH BOPYT 3agyMaliCs O I'oJioce MOCTIeqHEero TOBOPSIIEr0 — II0YeMy OH
II0Ka3aJICSd TaKUM 3HAKOMEIM?

HakoHel 0OH OTKPBHII T'1a3a.
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