JT1O0T OE€Hb BBEIOAJICA JOXKIJIUBBIM, C T'POMOM M MOJTHUAMMU.

Crapslii TocriofuH HE YyBCTBOBaN ce0s1 HECIIOKONWHO. Bompoc, KOTOPHIi y2Ke HECKOJIbKO JHeH
BEpTEJICA Y HETO B IOJIOBe, He [laBaJl IOKOSI — eT0 CBIH, KaXeTcs, U3MeHuncs, 6yaTo OBl cTal COBCeM
OPYTUM 4eJIOBEKOM, U BHYTPHU, U CHAPYXKU.

«CTOUT JIU MHE CIIPOCUTH 00 3TOM?»
«Ho ¢ yero HavaTh? Beqb OTBET, 110 CYTH, y2Ke OBITT Y MEHS B CEPALIE».

CHapyXu 0OXK[Ob JTAJ TakK, OYATO XOTEJ 3aTOMUTh BeCh TopofoK JIu. CTaphlil TOCIIONNH, ONETHI B
TOJICTYIO JIUCBIO IIy0Oy, CUMeN 3a CTOJIOM M3 IajiicaHApa XyaHXyasi, Ha KOTOPOM JiexKall aKKypaTHO
pasnoxeHHble OymMara ¥ KucTb. OIHAKO eTr0 PYKH OCTaBaIUCh CIPSITAHHBIMU B IIMPOKUX PyKaBax
3UMHETr0 XajiaTa, ¥ OH He coOupancs 6paTh KUCTb B PYKHU.

OTKyna-To U3 ILe/Iu OOyl MaJleHbKUM CKBO3HAK, 3aCTAaBUB IIJlaMs CBe4YU Ha CTOJIe 3aTperneTaTh.
Crapeiil rocrioguH f1HE MOPIrHYJI HECKOJIPKO pa3 U TYT Ke 3aKpudall:

— I'me cnyru? Bce noMepnu? Y MeHsI B KOMHaTe OO CUX IIOpP HeT yrieu! XoTuTe 3aMOPO3UTh MEHSI
HaCMepTh B TaKyl0 3UMY?

B KoMHaTy GBICTPO BOIIENI CIIyTa B Cepoil ofexkne, IpuHecs ¢ CO00M XOJIOMHbIN BETEP, OT KOTOPOTO
IIeBeJIbHYIUCh YCH CTApOoro rocrnonuia. OH OTKUHYJCS Ha3af, CyTY/IsCh, ¥, HETEPIEIUBO ITOIPaBIssI
my0y, cKa3ar:

— Hy, roBopu, rge yrons? XoTuTe, 4TOOH 51 3aMep3, U BBl CMOTJIM YHACTIEN0BaTh CEMENHOE [IeI0?
Crnyra TyT XKe yIiasa Ha KOJIeHY, YIapPUBIIUCH O IIOJI CO 3BYKOM «TYK».

— T'ocniopuH, 3T0 HecnpaBennuBo! ITo Mosonoi rocnonuH! OH BCE BpeMs KaJlyeTcsl Ha XOJION, U B
€ro KOMHaTe yKe CTOJIbKO yTJieii, a OH BCE PaBHO TOBOPUT, UTO Majio. Mbl ObUIM BHIHYKOEHE OTHATh
€My YTJIM, ¥ Hac IPocTo He Ovio BrIOOpa!

«Xmom!» — 9To OBII 3BYK, C KOTOPHEIM PyKa CTAporo roCIofrHAa yoapuia 1mo ctoiy. Ha aToT pa3s oH
BCE-TaKM BHIHYJI PYKY U3 pyKaBa.

— ITOT MaJbYHUIIKa COBCeM 3a0blT 0 mpunuuusax! Begu MeHsT K HEMY, TIOCMOTPUM, CMOT'Y JI S C HUM
CIIPaBUTHCA!

Craphlii TOCIIOOYH AHB TPO3HO LIATHYJI BIIEpe[, HO efBa IePEeCTYIINII II0POT, KaK CUJIbHBIA BETED
oTOpocui ero o6paTHo B KOMHATY. He Tepsis myxa, OH MaXHYJI pyKaBOM M CKa3all:

— JlapgHO, MyCTh 9TOT 6e3eIbHUK 3aBTPa CaM SBUTCS KO MHe!

C 9THMHM CJIOBaMHU OH 3aXJIOIHYJ IBEPb C TPOMKUM «Bam».

Crnyra ¢ KHCJIBIM JTUI[OM OTCTYIHU U GBICTPO MCYe3 B 3aPOCTISX PACTEHUH BAOJIb KOPUAOPA.
Howubto moIIIesn CHEeT, ¥ OH He MPeKpalIaics J0 CaMOT0 yTPa, IOKPHIBas BCE BOKPYT.

Ha crepytoiiiee yTpo cTaphlii roctiofuH AHb Obl1 pa30ykKeH TPOMKUMU 3ByKaMH, [TOHOCUBIIUMUCS U3
noMa. OTKPHIB I'J1a3a, OH IIOYTH CPa3y Pa303JIUIICs, HO, CeB HAa KPOBATH, YCIIOKOUJICS — HEJIb3s
3JIUTHCS, 3JI0CTh COKpAIlaeT Xu3Hb. CyOs 1o BCeMy, eMy IPHUAETCS AepxKaTh IoM fJHb Ha IIJIaBy elre
HECKOJIbKO JIET, Be[b Ha ChIHA HaeX/Ikl HeT.



OTKpBIB ABEPD, OH IMOYYBCTBOBAJ XOJIOOHBIM BO3[YX, CMEIIIaHHbIM C apOMaTOM C/IMBHL. 3a OJUH BOOX
apoMaT 00BOJIOK €0 CO BCeX CTOPOH, ¥, XOTs OBIJIO X0JIOMHO, HACTPOEHME CTaporo roCcrofuHa
yny4imunock. OH HapaBUIICS K UCTOYHHUKY IIyMa. [loM fHbL ObIT OKPYyKEeH MHOXKECTBOM PACTEHUM, U
Jaxke 3MMOM OHM OCTaBalIKCh 3eJIEHBIMU. KOpHUIOp BpeMeHaMu CKPHIBAJICS B TEHH, a CTaPBIN
TOCIIOMH IIeJI C OIyIIeHHOM I'0JIOBOM, He CIIellla, ¥ eT0 JIULO, OCBEIIeHHOEe U 3aTEMHEHHOe
[IOIIEPEMEHHO, He BhIpakajlo HUKAKUX 3MOIMY, pa3Be UTo JIETKYIO focamy.

«CTOUT M €My CIIPOCUTH UJIU HET?»

Hakoselr on mo6pascs 0o 3arnagHoro ABopa U, BOUS, 3aCThUI B U3YMJIEHUH.

— YTo BH 30€ch genaetre?

Cnyru ybupasnu CHeT, HO TO, UTO OHM 6erajiy C YrOJIbHBIMU KapPOBHSIMHU, OBITIO €My HEeIIOHSITHO.

ToT xke CIIyra, KOTOpBIfI IIOJIy4HJI BEITOBOP HaKaHYHE, 6erai mo KpyTy, BECH B IIOTY. On BBITED 7100 u,
3aIlbIXaBIMHUCh, OTBETHII:

— l'ocmouH, MOJIOf0¥ TOCTIONUH BeJiesl HaM CEeTOfHS YTPOM PacTONUThL BECh CHET B 3TOM ABOPE.

CTapBIfI TOCIIOOVWH OKHHYII B3TrJIAO0M OBOD. Bo BceMm moMe AHb UMEHHO 3[€eCh CIIMBHI I[BEIU JIy4dIie
BCero, u Oerblii CHET, yceﬂHHbeI PedKruMHU KPACHBIMHU IISAITHAMU, OBLT HEBEPOATHO KPACUBEIM. Ho
TeIlePb CHET NUC4Ye3, U JazKe LIBEThl Ha BETBAX OBLITH COUTHI. CHep}KI/IBaeMHﬁ THeB CTaporo roCrnogruHa
BCIBIXHYII, ¥ OH TYT 2K€ PEIInI — Hago CHpOCI/ITb!

OH npuriaymeHHoO cKa3a:

— OTkpourTe.

Cnyru nepernsgHynuch.

— 4 ckasa, OTKPOUTE OBEPD, BB UTO, OTJIOXIIN?

Ero ronoc siBHO ITOBHICHIICS.

— Ho... HO M0I0[I0¥ TOCIIOMH €eIlle CIHUT...

9TO TOJIBKO PA303JIMIIO CTAPOro TOCIoarHa ete Oombine. OH ¢ JOCamoN CKa3all:

— Cxaxu, Korfa OH He cIaj go monynHsa? BeicTpo oTKpouTe aBeps! [IpocTo XyxkKe, 4eM paHbIle!

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB CTyTH He TIOCMEeJIH IOJOUTH, ¥ IBeph Obljla BEIOMTA HOTOM CTApOro rOCIOAKHA.
[Tepen TeM Kak BOWTH, OH Opocun yOuncTBeHHYO (ppasy:

— He 6anyiiTe ero, a To BEIYET U3 3apIyaTh!

BuyTpu OBLIO0 TEIIo, KakK B ApyroM mMupe. OT ABEPHU N0 KPOBATH CTAPHIM TOCIONWH HACUUTA MISATh
JKapPOBEH U YeTHIPe YTOIbHBIX JKAPOBHU. B cranbHe, Ha KpOBaTH, 3aHaBeCKa Obllla OTOOBHUHYTA C
OJHOM CTOPOHEI, @ IPyTasi OCTaBajach aKKypaTHO 3allpaBieHHOM. Ero ChH, KaK ¥ 0XKHUAAI0Ch, JIeXkarl,
PACKUHYBIINCE, ¥ KpenKo crai. Kpai ogesisa ObIJT OTKUHYT, ¥ BUAHETIACH IT0JIOBUHA BOMSTHOM
TPEeJIKH...

B 5TOT MOMEHT ero HaXMypeHHO€ JINII0 CMSATYUIIOCH, ¥ B Ila3aXx 0SBUIaCh TEHb HEKHOCTH, XOTSI OHa
OBICTPO MCYe3Jia, CJIOBHO OH IOCKYIHIICS Ha 9TO YyBCTBO.



OH BHIIIIEN B COCEOHIOI KOMHATY, Halnul cebe dalo U, fepkKa 4JallKy, CHOBa 3afyMasCs:
«CTOUT T CIIPOCUTH UJIN HET?»

[Tocyne Tpex yamiek CHapyKy CHOBA IOLIEN JOXK/Ib, TUXO ¥ HeHaBsg3unB0. OH MOOIIEN K OKHY,
TIPUOTKPHLIT €T0 ¥ YBUIEN HECKOJIBKO KPACHBIX CJIMB. YCIIBIIIAB IIYM U3 KOMHATH, OH 00ePHYIICS U
yBH[IEJ, KaK ero OeCTONKOBBIN CHIH 3aPBIICS JIUIIOM B IIEJIKOBOE OfIesiyIo, IePEeBEePHYIICST U 0OHAKUIT
00IbIIYI0 YaCTh CIMHBEL. CTApHK 3aKPBIT OKHO M CIIOKOMHO CKa3all:

— XBaTuUT cnaTh. BcTaBall, HaM HYKHO ITOTOBOPUT.
Aup FOaHbIly MTHOBEHHO BCKOYHJI, OTKMHYB II€JIKOBYIO 3aHABECKY, ¥ C YOUBJIEHUEM CIIPOCHI:
— Orel, 4TO BHL 3[eCh Aenaere?

Crapblil TOCIIONH, VBUAEB €T0 HEJIETI0 KOPOTKKE BOJIOCH, JOXOOSIIKEe TOJIBKO [0 IIJied, C ocamoi
OTBEPHYJICS ¥ CHOBA CEJ 3a CTOJI, pa3pakeHHO CKa3aB:

— BcragBaii, Korma roBopsT, ¥ He 3afiaBail TUIITHUX BOIIPOCOB.

Aup KOaHbIy, BUs, 4TO OTEIl BedeT ce0st Kak 00RIYHO, YCIIOKOUIICS U CHOBA yiercs, 00HsB omesino. C
OecCThIIHOM YIBIOKOM OH CKa3all:

— Om, orel, BH ke 3HAETE MEHS, B 3TO BPeMS S IIOYTH KaK MePTBLIM. [laliTe MHE IIOCIIaTh, a IOTOM S
BECh B BallleM PACIIOPSIKEHUH.

Crapblil TOCIIOAKUH IIPOMOJTYai. B KoMHaTe HacTynuia TUILIMHA, HO JeKallui Ha KpoBaTH Hada
6ecrmokouThcs. OH OTKPHUI OOMH T'J1a3, B3T/ISHYII Ha OTIIAa ¥ C YCMEIIKOM CKa3all:

— Orel, BB Tak BHIISAUTE, OyATO 0OM fHBL BOT-BOT 3aKPOETCH.

Crapblil TOCIIOAUH ITOCMOTPENT Ha Hero, ¥ OPOBU ero CHOBa HaxMypuinuch. AHb K0aHbIITy, Ka3anocs,
IIOJIHOCTBIO ITPOCHYJICS ¥, O0OHSB OfesII0, C UHTEPECOM CMOTPENT Ha OTIIa.

— Capuch Kak ClefyeT, fal MHe XOPOIIeHbKO Ha TebsI TOCMOTPETE.
Aup FOaHbIy, TPUKPHIB JIUI0, C KOKETIUBOU YIIEIOKOM cKa3at:
— Oii, oTetl, BH, JOJIXKHO OBITh, CKy4aeTe 10 MaMe. XOTb S ¥ ITOX0XK Ha Hee, HO S BCE XKe MYKUMHa.

[ToyeMy-TO, YCIIBIIIAB 3TOT CTPAHHBIA TOH, CTaphIi TOCIIONWH MIPECTABHII, KAaK €0 CHIH [Ie/IaeT KeCT
DPYKOH, CJIOBHO IEPXKUT L[BETOK, ¥ €T0 MEePeIepHYIIo OT oTBpauieHus. OH CEPAUTO CKa3al:

— Tebst yuuu HopMasbHO pasroBapuBaTh? CKOJIBKO pa3 s TOBOPHII Tebe MoMeHbIle OLIBAThH B
«[TaBUNTbOHE U3YMPYAHBIX F000K»?

Aup FOaneimy mogyMan: «f ke He 1001110 XKEHIIWH, YTO IIJI0X0T0 B "IlaBUIbOHE U3YMPYIHBIX
1000K"?» Ho BCE ke, MPUKPEIB JIUIIO, OH ITOCIENTHO U3BUHUJIICS:

— JlagHo, mMagHO, OTell, MOM HOPOTOH OTell, s KAy, KOT{la Bbl 3aKOHYHUTE C BAaXXHBEIMU [eJIaMu, YTOORI
II0CTIaTh ellle HeMHOT0. He TpaThTe BpeMs Ha YIIPEKH, BH XKe 3HaeTe, KaKou .

CTaphIl TOCIIOAUH BAPYT 3aMOJI4all, C TOCKOM IIOCMOTPEJT Ha HEeT0, 3aTEM BBIITPSIMUIICS U CETT
HAIPOTUB, IPUHAB obUIMaTbHEIN BUA. dHb KOaHbITY BUIEN TakKoe BEIpakeHUe JIuila TOJIbKO TOT[a,



KOrma OTeIl BeJI fejla C IIPaBUTEJIbCTBOM. On HaKHWHYII XaJIaT, CeJI Ha KPOBAaTH U, IIYTsA, CKa3aJl:

— HeyxXenu Hali oM IeMiCTBUTEIHHO pa3opsieTcs? 4 ellle He ycliea HaKONUThL ce0e Ha YePHBIN
IOEHb...

CTapblil TOCIIOOMH CHOBA IT0EP3aJl Ha CTYJle, B3sJI YalllKy, IOTOM ITOCTaBUJI €€ 00paTHO, HECKOJIBKO
pa3 OTKPHIBAJI POT, HO TaK U HEe MPOU3HEC HYU CJoBa. s KOaHbIITYy OHSJ, YTO OTELl, BEPOSITHO, XOUET
CKa3aTh YTO-TO BaXKHOE, ¥ MSTKO CIIPOCHI:

— Yto cnyuyunock? Pa3Be Bbl HE MOXKETE CKa3aTb 9TO CBOEMY CHIHY?
— ...THL... TBI HE MOWM CHIH, ITpaBHa? KTo Tel Ha camoM gene?

Kak TOnbKO 3TH CJI0Ba COPBAJIACh C €ro0 I'y0, cTaphlil TOCIOAMH T0YYBCTBOBAJI HEBEPOSTHYIO [TAaHUKY.
B ero ronose MrHOBEeHHO BO3HUKIIO OeCUMCIIEHHOE MHOXKECTBO MBICJIEH, ¥ BCE OHU CBOTUIIUCH K
OOHOMY — OH IIOTepseT 3TOT0 ChHA. [laXe eCIU 3TOT ChIH ObLI JIUIIL 000JI0YKOH.

Ho ecnu oH mOTepseT ero, TO He CMOXKET [jake BULETh 3Ty 000JIOUKY.
Aupb FOaHbIly Ha MTHOBEHKE 3aMep, ero B3TJIS/ CTall TyCTHIM, 3aTEM OH YIIBIOHYJICS U CKa3all:

— T'oBOPSAT, CTapuKu BUIST BCE HACKBO3b, X OT HUX HUYET0 He CKPHITh. OKa3kIBaeTCsI, 3TO IIPaB/a.
Ax... s He cMor 00MaHyTh Bac. ¢ XKuJ 3[ech ABa rofa U 4yTh ObIIIO He TIOBEPUJI, UTO 5 JelCTBUTEIILHO
OIOMH U3 Bac. Tak 4To...
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