HecMoTps Ha BCe yIIOBKM, KOTOpPHIe TpuMeHsin CioaHbloaHb MH, orpoMHas 4yepHas 3Mest, Mofo0Hast
TUTAHTCKOM TOpe, HaKOHEll PyXHyJa ¢ rpoxoToM. Ee MacCUBHOe TeJI0 Hayasio CTPEMUTETHHO
YMeHbBIIAThCS, a TJla3a, BCeryia MOIHbE 371005], Teleph BhIpaXkaid OTKPOBEHHEIN CcTpax. Bes sHeprus,
IyX ¥ CYIIHOCTh YKyJIyHa XPaHWIACh B KPUCTaLIe Ha ero j0y. [IoTepsiB ero, OH JUIINUIICS He TOJIBKO
Tesa 60KeCTBEHHOTO 3Beps, HO U CTaJl Xy2Ke 0OBYHOTO JYXOBHOTO 3BePS. 3MEUHEIN KOPOJIb GBI
NeNCTBUTEILHO HAIyTaH.

YBupes 970, CtoaHbi0aHb MH He MCIBITHBAJ HYU KaIlJIA KaJIOCTU. BHITh MUTIOCEPIHBIM K Bpary —
3HAYUT OBITH KECTOKUM K cebe. OH XOPOIIO ITOHUMAJT 3Ty UCTUHY. B3MaXHyB PYKOW, OH MOATSIHYT K
cebe KpUCTall, KOTOPEIA MOMEHTAIbHO 0OKA3aJICs B €T0 KPEeImKo CXKAToH Jagonu. Kpuctan,
HAIIOMUHAIOIINUH M3HAYaIbHOT0 MJIafIeHIla YeJI0BeKa, CoepKal BCIO CYIIHOCTb O0IBIION YepHON
3Meu 1 HUTh 602KeCTBEHHOT'0 4yBCTBa. OCBOOOAMBINKCE OT 000/I09YKM HeOECHOT'0 TPOMOBOT'O OTHSI, OH
Havall SPOCTHO MOANPEITUBATh Ha TagoHu CloaHbloaHb MHA, MBITAsiCh BEPHYTHCS B TEJIO 3MEH.

— XM, ellle X04Yellb BepHYThCA? MeuTaTs!

CroaHbioaHb MiH capKacTU4YeCKH YCMEXHYJICS, ¥ B TOT K€ MUT U3 ero JIQ[IOHU BCIIBIXHYJT HeOeCHBIN
T'POMOBO¥ OT'OHB. [T0YTH MIrHOBEHHO 60KEeCTBEHHOE YYBCTBO, OCTaBJIeHHOe OO0JbIION YepHOU 3Meel
Ha KPUCTaJIe, UCUEe3JI0, OCTABUB TOJIBKO YUCTYI0 CYLIHOCTh, CIIOKOMHO JIeXKalllylo Ha ero JIafoHH.

— Her...

Bonbias yepHas 3Mesl, yBULEB 3TO, IIONBITANIACH CBSA3AaThCS C KPUCTAJIJIOM C IIOMOIIIBIO CUJIHL IyXa,
yTOOB! BEPHYTH €0, HO ee HafeXOwl pyxHynu. C oTyasgHUEM OHa u3fasia KpPUK, U ee Tej0 6eCCUIIbHO
PYXHYJIO Ha 3eMJit0. Bce KOHYeHO... Bce KOHUEHO...

— Oyx...

Croanbptoanb MiH 6pocun kpucTasn B O6alllHIO U, B3MaXHYB PYKOMU, paccesin HeOeCHBIN I'POMOBOM OTOHb,
OKpYKaBUIKH OOJIBIIYI0O YEPHYIO 3MEI0 U M30JIMPOBABIINI ee 0T BHELTHET0 Mupa. Ternepsb 60IbIIyI0
YepHYI0 3Mel0 yXKe Hellb3s OBIJI0 Ha3BaTh 00JIbioii. Ee Telno yMeHbIINIOCh B COTHU pa3, CTaB
pa3mMepoM ¢ oO0buHY0 0amMOyKOBYIO manky. OHa [poKaJja, CBEePHYBIIKUCH B KIYOOK, a BOKPYT Hee
7exajy YepHule OnecTsimue yenrydku. CloaHbi0oaHb VIH OMyCTHIT B3TJISI, XOJIOQHO OTJISIAEB ee, U
MeIJIEHHO HalIPaBUJICS K HEH.

— O39... bonbimas yepHas 3Mesi KOHYUIIACh?

FO# Ha c usymieHneM cMOTpesia Ha CBEPHYBIIYIOCS B KJIyOOK, TEMEPh yKe MaJIeHbKYI0 3Mel0. UepT
B03bMH, MH I1lao He CIUIIKOM JTM OH YYOOBUILHLIN? JTO 3Ke BEICOKOYPOBHEBHIN NYXOBHBIM 3BEPh, a OH
IIPOCTO TaK C HUM pa3obparscs?

— Hu Mao... Ot Ha, ¢ Bamu Bce B nopsigke?

HakoHen mpoOUBIIKCh YePE3 TOJITY ABYTIaBIX 3Meit, YkaHb TSIHb U OCTasIbHbIE TOA0EKAIM K HUM,
KaK BeTep, C TpeBorou uia B3rnsagoM CioaHboanb MHa. Korga ero crpoiiHas ¢purypa nosiBuiach B ux
10JIe 3peHus, 0€CIIOKOMCTBO, BUCEBIIEE Y HUX B TOpJie, HAKOHEI] YJIeTJIOCh.

— M&I TOX0XM Ha TeX, C KeM 4YTO-TO cinyuunock? — HOit Ha ycTano 3akaTuia ria3a. Y Hee yXe He
OBLTIO CHJI Ha CapKa3M.

— 9909...

TonbKO TeIlePb BCE 3aMETHUJIN HeJIadHOE U YBUIEJIN YMEHBIIUBIIYIOCA 6OJ'IBH.IYI-O YEepHYIO 3MEI0. B ux



T0JI0BaX BHE3AIMHO MEeJIbKHYJIa IIOKUPYIOIas MbICTTh. BaH YK, C IONepruBaOIIAMCS YTOJIKOM PTa,
nocmoTpen Ha Csio Huna.

— 39T0... OTO HE 3MEUHBII KOPOJIb?

I poxamuM majblleM OH yKa3all Ha MaJIeHbKYIO 3Mel0, €T0 JINI0 IMOJTHOCThIO0 HCKAa3UIOCh OT HEPBHOTO
tKa. OH mpucTanbHo cMoTpen Ha Csio HuHa, omHOBpeMeHHO 60sICh, UTO TOT KUBHET, U 00SICh, YTO OH
II0KaYaeT I'0JIOBOH.

Yuenuku Knacca 3-D mommepKuBainu OpyT Apyra, BHEIIHe PaBHOOYIIHEIE U COBEPIIEHHO HE
youBiieHHBIe. Ha camoM mese oHU He OBIJTM PABHOAYIIHEI, IPOCTO MJINTEIbHEIE ¥ HEITPEePHIBHEIE 60U
TIOJTHOCTBIO MCTOIIUIIA UX UCTUHHYIO 1M, ¥ OHU [AEePKaIKCh TOJIbKO Orarogaps cujiie Boiau. Temeps,
KOTZla yrpo3a IIOYTH MUHOBAJIA, OCTABIIKECS COTHS ABYTJIaBhIX 3MeU yKe He IPEICTaBIsANN OIS HUX
Cepbe3HOoil 0acHOCTH. PaccmabuBIINCh, OHU IIOYYBCTBOBAJIH, KaK YCTAJIOCTh MTHOBEHHO HaKphl/la X,
¥ y HUX He 0CTAJIOCh HY KallJI CUJI, YTOOH MHTEPECOBATHCS ITPOUCXOMSIIIIAM BOKPYT.

— Kak Buguis, — npoussec Csio0 HuH.

Cnosa Csio Huna 3actaBunu Ban Yy CIIOTKHYTBECS, U OH, Aeprasich, ymnaj Ha 3eMIi0. YepT BO3bMY,
3TOT 3MEHHbIM KOPOJIb SBHO OBIJT He IPOCTHIM NPOTHBHUKOM. Heyxkenu CioaHbioaHb UH
OEeVCTBUTEIbHO HACTOIBKO MOTryu? YepT Bo3bMH... Kak BOOOIIE MOKHO XKHUTh C TAKUM?

Cumanb Kyl He 00paTui BHUMaHUS Ha MTaBIIero TOBApHIIaA; OIlelleHER, OH CMOTPeJI Ha CIIUHY
CrooaHbloanb MHa. Heyxkenu oH OeiCTBUTEIbLHO HACTOIBKO CUJIeH? ECu OTBET YTBEPAUTENbHEIM, TO
YTO TOTMA IPEICTABISAIOT COO0M OHY, CYUTABIIHUECS TeHUSIMU?

YkaHb TsHB U OCTAJIbHLIE TAKXKe HA MTHOBEHME 3aMepP/Iu B U3YMJIEHUH, HO OBICTPO IPHIIIK B cebs.
HMx nuiia, uClayKaHHBIE KPOBBIO U I'PSI3bI0, 03aPUIKCh yIEIOKamMu o0nerdenusi. KTo mocmeer
Ha3bBaTh ce0st renueM nepen Croanbioanb MHOM? Ero HempeB3oHaeHHas cuia Obljla HefocsaraeMa
1T HAX, HO OHU He cHoagyTcs. [JaXKe eCid He CMOTYT IIPEeB30UTH ero, OHU OYIyT UATH 3a HUM, YTOOHI
BMECTE C HUM ITOKOPUTH MUP!

— V¥ T1e6s gBa BrIOOpPA: MOKOPUCH UK yMPH!

OcCTaHOBUBIIKCE IIepefl 3MeuHEIM KoposieM, CloaHbioaHb VIH OMYyCTHIT B3TJISAM, IS Ha eJie XKUBYIO
yepHYyIo 3Melo. Ecnu Obl He HacTaBeHus JIUH-9p, OH Obl HUKOTTIa He [ajl el 1IaHCca IOKOPUTHCS.

— XM? Thi...

['ma3a 3MenHOTr0 KOpoJs, ObIBIINE OO 3TOTO TYCKJIBIMY, BHE3aNHO Cy3unuchk. CoOpaB BCe CUJIEL, OH
nomHsI ro1oBy. OH meHCTBUTENBHO faeT eMy maHc? OH He BHIJISAEN KaK YeJI0BeK, KOTOPHIH JaBaj
OBl KOMY-TO IIIQHC.

— Yro «xM»? YV Tebs eCTh IeCATh BIOXOB, YTOOHI PEIIUTEL. Y MeHSI HET BpeMEHHU Ha TBOU Pa3AyMbsi, —
Croannioanb VH nogHsin OpoBb, BeIpaxKas HeTEPIIeHHUe.

— 4...  TOTOB NOKOPUTECS, HO Y MEHS €CTh YCJIOBHUE.

[TouTu He pa3myMbIBasi, SMEMHBIN KOPOJIb COTJIaCUIICS, C MOJILOOM Tsas Ha Hero. OH yXKe YBU[IEN ero
cuny. EMy Bcero nuiib 4yTh O0bIlle IeCATH JIET, ¥ BIlepenu V Hero 6eCKOHEUYHbIE BO3MOXKHOCTH.
CnenoBaTh 3a HUM He OBUIO TPOUTPHIIHLIM BEIOOpOM. Ho caMoe rjiaBHOe — OH He MOT YMepeTh!

— TI'oBopu.



— Y meHs ecTb KPOBHAsA MECTh. Ecnu omHaX[bl THI IIOTIAOEIb B TOT MHD, g X04y, YTOOBI THI ITO3BOJIUII
MHE€ OTOMCTHUTBD.

['oBOPST 3TO, r'Ta3a 3MEUHOTO KOPOJISI, IO 3TOTO MOTYXIIIKME, BHE3ATHO HATIOJTHUINCh HEHABUCTEIO.
HeBaxXHo0, KaKyIo IIeHy IPUAETCS 3allIaTUTh, OH 0053aTeIbHO OTOMCTHUT TE€M, KTO IIpefas ero, qaxe
€CJIY IJIs1 9TOT0 MPUIETCS MPOAATh AYIIY TEMOHY.

— Tot mup?

Croannioanb VH yneIOHYIICS, ¥ €T0 TJla3a, HaKOHEIl, BHUMATEIbHO IIOCMOTPEJIA Ha 3MENHOT'0 KOPOJIS.
B aToM Mupe, IO CyTH, He OOJIKHO OBITh 60KeCTBeHHBIX 3Bepel. Elle Kora oH y3Has, YTO OH —
YKyIyH, OH [orafajics, YTO 3a ero UCTOpPHeH CKphIBaeTCs 4To-TO Gosbiee. XM... IToxoxke, Bce
CTaHOBUTCS BCe MHTepecHee. KakoB ke 3TOT MuUP?

— 4 cornacen. OturiHe TBOoe uMsa — buH I1o!

Yepes mraoBenne CioaHbloaHb MH DPOTSAHYI PYKY, ¥, UCIIONIb3Ys 1Y, BHIIABUII KAIlIl0 KPOBU U3
KOHYMKA T1ajIblla, Pe3KO0 HaIlpaBUB ee B IeHTp 16a 3MerHOro Koposs. [ToTepsB KpucTas, Ha 10y bun
ITo o6pa3oBanachk siBHas BnaguHa. Kak TompKo KpoBb CloaHb0aHb MHa 1momasa B Hee, OHa CTPaHHBIM
o0pa3oM 3aloIHuIa ee, a ero TeJI0 OKyTaloCh efiBa 3aMeTHEIM OeJlkiM CBeTOM. Bce, KTo Habmioman 3a
3TUM, BHOBb YIUBUJIKCh. Pa3Be TakK 3aKJI04aloT JOTOBOP?

KpoBaBhIit KOHTPAKT, I'lle KPOBb — 3TO MMOCPENHMUK, a AyIlla — CBSI3b. ITO XyH paccKkasall emy.
Croanbioanb MH MpocTo X0Tes monpo6oBaTh, HO He 0XKUAAl, YTO 9TO 6yAeT HaCTOIBKO CTPAHHO.
Iaxe oH OBUT HEMHOT'0 IIIOKUPOBaH. [ 15151 Ha CTPaHHYIO KpacHYI0 ponuHKY Ha 10y bun Ilo, o
TIofyMaJl, HeyKeJii OHa HaBCera OCTaHeTCs TaM?

— I'pomeixanue...

Bresamnno teno bus I1o, 0KyTaHHOE CBETOM, OTHSAJIOCH B BO3OYyX. A pKUe JIy4U CBeTa C PO30BATHIM
OTTEHKOM Haya/Ilu U3JTy4aThCs U3 ero Tejla, paclpoCTpaHssCh BO BCe CTOPOHEL. B MIHOBeHUe OKa
CroaHbioaHb MiH 04yBCTBOBAJI, 4TO GOJIbIIAS YaCTh €0 YTPAUYeHHOM CUIIB BEPHYIACh. ITO OBIIO
CTPaHHO.

Bce, Bkmouas CroaHbl0aHb MHA, B OQHO MTHOBEHHE OIleTIeHe . JTO OBITIO CIUIIKOM CTPaHHO. YepT
BO3bMH, KpOBb CloaHbl0aHb MHa meicTBUTENbHO 00Tafasa TakKo! CUIIoN?

Kazxb1it OBITT HACTOJIBKO IIOTJIOIIEH BHE3aIHBIMU H3MeHeHusaMu bun I1o, 4To He 3aMeTHJ, Kak
BOKPYT HUX ITPOMCXOAWIN TepeMeHbl. OCTaBlINeCs OBYTJIaBble 3MeU IIOCTEIIeHHO MPUOINKaINuCh,
TOTOBSICh K MECTH.

Yepes MrHOBEHUE PO30BATHIM CBET, OKpyxKaBmuii bul [1o, ucyes. Ero cuna Moyt BOCCTAaHOBHUIACH
[I0 YPOBHS CPegHEero AyXOBHOTO 3BePsi, HO eT0 TeJI0 He YBeIMUMUIOCh, KaK paHbllle, a, Hao00poT,
YMEHBIIUIOCH IO Pa3MepOB reKKOHAa U Me[JIeHHO ONyCTUIOCH Ha Iieyo CroaHbproanb MHa.

— Xo351uH!

Croanbpioanb MiH mouyBcTBOBaI, 4yTo rojioc bus ITo ctan 6ojee meTCKuM, BO3MOXKHO, H3-3a
yMeHbIeHus Tena. OH yneIOHYIICS, MEOJIEHHO TOBOPAYMBasiCh, HO B TOT K€ MUT €ro yIsl0Ka 3aMepIiia
Ha JIuIe.

— Cs10 HuH, yxomu ¢ goporu!



Pa3pasncs rHeBHBIN KPUK, U CTpOoKHOe Tesio CroaHboanb MHa, CJI0BHO pakeTa, yCTpeMunocs K Cs1o
Huny.

— Cs10 HuH, yxomu ¢ goporu!
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