— K uepTy, COOXHU, OTPEXKb MHE XBOCT!

C mep3KUM M XKaXOyIIUM KpoBU KpuKoM CroaHbiaHb VH BCTPeTUI MOLIHYI0 AEMOHUYECKYIO I1H,
KOTOpas HelpPepHBHO MPOHKKAJA B €r0 TeJI0 U3 3MEMHOT0 KOPOJIs, ¥ SPOCTHO Bpalllall B pyKax
CTHIIET.

— Ay-y...

3MeunHbIM KOPOJIb 3aBbUT OT O0/IH, CUSHUE Paccesiyioch, U BCe MOAHSIIN T'OJIOBE], YTOOBI TOCMOTPETE. B
MTHOBEHHE OKa BCe, BKIoUas HaOmogawomux cHapyxu FOus CUIsHS U Opyrux, okameHenn. boxe
Mmo#i, CioaHbloaHb VH IeiCTBUTEIBHO OTPYOUII XBOCT 3TOMY CyIIeCTBY! ITO OBIIO Y4EPTOBCKHU
ctpamrHo. Kak eMy Boo6Ire 3T0O yoamochk? Befb TenocmoxeHre IeMOHNYECKUX 3Bepelt 0ObIYHO
HEBEPOSITHO IIPOYHOE, a IOCTIe IPOABUKEHNUS B PAHT IYXOBHOT'O 3BEPS OHU TBEPAEIOT KaK
TBICSTUEJIeTHEE YepHOoe Keyne30. He roBops y2Ke 0 TOM, UTO TEJIO 3TOTO AYXOBHOT'O 3BEPS OBIJIO
IIOKPHITO TBEPHOH, Kak OpoHs, yeryeli. Yept, CioaHbioaHb VH IIPOCTO HE YEJIOBEK.

— Kamn-karm-kari...

W13 MecTa pa3priBa XBOCTA XJIBIHYJIA KPOBb, CJIOBHO U3 MaJIeHbKOT'0 JPAKOHLE0 PTa, €[Ba Kallaollie
Ha 3eMJti0. Bechb 3anuThlit KpoBhio, CioaHbloanb MH, coOpaB IocieqHre CUIIE, Pe3K0 OTCTYIINI Ha3al.

— Bbawm!

EnBa oH OTCTynuUJI, KaK HOTH ITOOKOCHUINChH, ¥ OH OIIYCTHUJICS Ha OJHO KOJIEHO, ApOXa BceM TejioM. Ero
KPOBOXKaIHbIM B3I/ ObLI TPUKOBAH K BCE ellle BOIel O0JbION YepHOU 3Mee, a I'yObl KpUBUITUCH
B IOBOJIbHOM yxMbIIKe. Hy uTo, Gonbilasi yepHas 3Mesi, Telleph IOHSJA, Ha YTO CII0CO0eH MaJleHbKUM
ToCcHoOuH?

— HUn-mao...
— Cs0 UH...
— CroaHbloaHb...

FO1# Ha, Jlo bun u Cso Hun Gpocunuck K HeMy, UX JIMIla BeIpazkaau 6eCIioKoNCTBO. Ubst 9TO KPOBb —
ero uny 00JbIIoN YepHOU 3Men? OH 11e7?

— XyX... {I B nopsipke.

Croanbpioanb WH TsKeno geiman. OH He XOTeJT UX YTellaTh, C HUM IeHCTBUTEIHHO OBITIO BCE B
nopsigke. I[TpocTo Korfa OH MPOH3UJI U OTPYOUIT XBOCT, OH IIOABEPTCS OTBETHOMY yapy 3allUTHOM
IyXOBHOM 111 3Meu. PaHeHUs He OBIJIM Cepbe3HBIMHU, HO... UYEPT, KaK ke 0oserno!

IeMoHMYeCKas I[H, IPOHUKIIAS B €T0 TeJI0 Ha OJIM3KOM PaCCTOSHUY, IIOUTH KaXkKaas ee CTPys
HaIpsMyI0 yoapuia 1o ero 9HepreTU4ecKuM KaHanaM. [laxKe TaKoil BRIHOCIUBEIN, Kak CloaHbI0OaHb
WH, Korga yrpo3a MUHOBAJIa U OH pacciiabuics, He CMOT COEPKaThCs ¥ CMOPIIUIICS OT OOJIH.

— Ppp! [TpoKJIATHIA Y€TI0BEK, TH ITIOCMEJI OTPYOUTE XBOCT CBOEMY KODPOJIIO, Pa3pPYIIUB THICAUENIETHHE
Tpynsl! A yOnio TeOs!

Bonpias yepHas 3Mest JpozKajia BCEM OTPOMHBIM TEJIOM, U3JTy4dasi SpoCThb. B crenyomuii MOMEHT ee
TEJI0 3aKPYTUJIOCH TOOOHO TOPHAI0, MOIITHO ¥ arpeCCUBHO BTSATUBas B ce0s1 BCE B pafidyce CTa
MeTpoB. [Taxe riayO6oKo BpPOCIIKe B 3eMJII0 KaMHU ObLTA BBIPBAHBI, CO3[laBas BeyaTieHue, OyATO OHa



TOTOBA IIOTJIOTUTH HEOO U 3eMIIIO.
— ITnoxo, 6sicTpo, oTBeguTe Cl0aHbIOAHS Ha3af,.

Jlo BuH B yXkace 3akpudal, TeM caMbIM BEIBOAS u3 oueneHenus FOu Ha u Csgo Huna, u BMecTe ¢ Cs0
Hunom nogxeatun CioaHbloaHb MH 1o pyku, OBICTPO OTCTYTIAs.

— YepT, oTOyCTUTE MEHS, MEHS ceidac BHIPBET...

Ero Taumnu Hasaf, ga elle ¥ ObICTPO, YTO BHI3BIBaio y CloaHbloaHb MH CUNIBHBIN IUCKOMGMOPT.
BHyTpH BCE IepeBOpaunBasoCh, IOACTYIana TOIIHOTA.

— 3aTKHUCH!

Jlo BuH He TOIBKO He OCTAHOBUJICS, HO U 37100HO CBEPKHYJ Ha HETO I'la3aMH, IPOA0IKas OTCTyIaTh
U CJIe[UTH 3@ OeUCTBUSIMU OOJIBIION YePHOU 3Mer. JTa 3Mes Obljia BHICOKOYPOBHEBEIM NYXOBHBIM
3BepeM, U To, uTo CioaHbl0aHb MiH cMOT OTPYOUTH el XBOCT, ObLIO YKCTOM yaauel. Ecnu Ol 0HaA C
caMoro Ha4aja cpaxajach Bcepbe3, OH OBl He CMOT ee paHUTh. Teneps oOHa Oblyla B IPOCTH, U
MOTYIIIECTBO OYXOBHOT'O 3BePS IIPOSIBUTCS B MOJIHOM Mepe. [laxke eCclii OHU O0BEAUHST YCUITUS
BYETBEPOM, BPSZ JIU OHU CMOTYT €€ MOOEOUTh.

— Bym-6ym!

BHesanHo gByriaBas 3Mes, cpaxKasiasacsa ¢ CuMaHb 2KyeM U APYTUMH, Pe3K0 pa3BepHYyIach U
SIPOCTHO ycTpeMuiach Ha CioaHbioaHb ViH u ero ToBapuinei. Tpoe GBICTPO OTCTYIABIINUX BHIHYKIEHEI
OBLIM OCTAaHOBUTHCS, OTISIABIBASICh HA CUTYALIMIO Cliepeny U c3amgu. JIuila ux OBIIN IOJIHB TPEBOTH.
YepT, criepenay u c3agu 3acafa, Kak OBITh?

— [TpoknATHE TIOOYU, CETOIHS HUKTO U3 Bac He cOexXkuT! & pacTomio Ballly Tejla U U3BJIEKY BalllH
OyIu, 4TOOb BEYHO MYUUThH UX!

W3 11eHTpa TOPHAAO Pa3dalics IPOCTHRIN BOIJIb OOJBIION YepHOU 3Men. OCTaBIIMECsS 0KOJIO THICTYH
OBYTJIaBBIX 3M€H, CJIOBHO MOJIYYUB CUTHAJI, MTHOBEHHO yIBOUJIM CKOPOCTh aTaKH.

— HO# Ha, Cs0 Hus, 3amumaiite CloaHbl0aHs U OTCTyIa#Te. 3eck s pa3bepycs.

Jlo bun pe3ko otmyctun CioaHbloaHb MH, ero ansle riaa3a OblId MPUKOBAHM K MPHUOIMKAIOIIEMYCS
TOpHamo. VICTHHHAsA 11 U3 ero 3HepPreTUYecKoro 1eHTpa ObICTPo cobpanack, 6ypisi U BHIPHIBASICH U3
Tesa. YucTas SHCKas U C JIeTKUM KpacHBIM OTTEHKOM Oypiiniia BOKPYT HeTro, HEBEPOSITHO MOIIHAS.
Menkre KaMHH y €ro HOT IIpeBpalllagtch B MbUTH IPU OGHOM JIMIITL KacaHUM KpacHoi uu. ITocne
He[laBHET 0 TOBHIIIIEHUST YPOBHS B [IparoleHHoi naroae LIsTHEKYHB, KynbTuBalusa Jlo buHs gocturia
KA 9Tala 30JI0TOT0 Apa, HaX0AsaCh B MMOMyIIare OT 3Tala M3Ha4aJbHOTO MIafeHIa.

O Ha u Cs0 HuH nepernsgHynauch, Ha UX JIUIAaX YUTAIOCh HexellaHue. Ho... OHU sICHO TIOHUMAJIH,
YTO CUTYyallus He B UX MOJNb3Yy. Ecnu oHM OYAYT YIPSAMUTHCS, BCE YETBEPO MOTYT 0Ka3aThCs B
XKenynke 060mbII0M YepHOU 3Men. Ho moHUMaHKWe — OJHO, a IeHCTBOBaTh — Apyroe. JIo buu sBHO
cobuparcs MmoxkepTBoBaTh CO00M, YTOOH CiepKaTh 3MEI0 U JaTh UM BpeMsi. Kak OHH MOTJIH IIPOCTO
OpocuTth ero u 6exarth?

CroaHbl0aHb MH 0eCIIOMOIIHO 3aKaTHUII I'1a3a, 3aCTaBlsis ce0s yCKOPUTh pereHepalliio Tea 3a CYeT
CTUMYJISIIIMY UCTUHHOH IIH.

— [Touemy BHI ellle He YIIINA?



[TouyBcTBOBaB, uTo KOt Ha u Csio HuH Bce eine 3nech, JIo bul 3akpuyan, He 060payuBasich.
IyxoBHasi SHEPTHs BOKPYT €ro Tejla CTAHOBUJIACh BCE 00jlee KpaCHOM, KOPOTKHE BOJIOCH METAIUCh
110 BeTpy. OH 3HaJ ux OECIIOKOMCTBO, HO B €0 JKUJIaX TeKJIa KPOBb CBSITOTO 3BEPS, TaK YTO YMEPETh
eMy ObIJIO He TaK MPOCTO0. MakKCHMyM — Cepbe3Hble paHEHUS, H...

— Jlo buH, TH € yMa co11eJ, 0CTAHOBUCH!

BHesanHO, 3aMeTuB, 4TO BOIOCH JIo bruHs HaunHaOT yanuHaThcsd, FOii Ha mmpoko packpelia riasa
U B yKace 3aKpuyala. OTo Be[ib He TOpHEIN xpebeT I[TypmypHoro JloToca, U MOnygeMOHUYecKas
npupopa JIo buHs Ovlna ceKpeToM, KOTOPBIN Helb3sl OBIJI0O paCKphIBaTh. ECIIM 3TOT CEKPET y3HAIOT
IIOCTOPOHHYE, IOCTPafaeT He TOIbKO OH, HO U reHepan JIo JIuHb.

— Yepr, Jlo buH, T X04eIlb, YTOOH 5 OCTATOK KU3HU IMPOBesl B 6erax? OCTaHOBUCH!

Csio HuH ToXKe TOTePsiNT paccynok u 6pocuics K HeMy, He oOpallasg BHUMaHUs Ha OIacHOCTb. CeKpeT
TIOJTyIEMOHUYECKOTO IIPOUCXO0XKIeHUS HeIb3s ObIJI0 PaCKPHEIBATh, HO...

— Bawm!

He ycnen Cso HuH KOCHYThCS Haxke Kpas ogexnabl JIo BuHs, Kak ero or6pocuiia MOUTHAS 3allUTHAS
111. Pa3HuIla MeXIy HadyalbHOW CTYIIEHbBIO 9Talla 30JI0TOTO SApa ¥ ero MUKOM Obllla OTPOMHOM, U
ecnu Jlo BuH caM He 0CTaHOBUTCS, OHA HUYETO He CMOT'YT CHeNaTh.

— YepTt, nd!

Ensa Cg0 HyH OTKPBUI POT, KaK IOYYBCTBOBAJI METAJJINYECKUY IIPUBKYC U C CUJION BHIIIJIIOHYJI KPOBB.
VicTiHHas 1M B ero Teje Oblyla IOTpsiceHa ¥ Oypiuia B KaHasax.

— Cs0 HuH, TH B mopsake?

YBupes ato, FO#t Ha Gpocumnack K HeMy U IIpHceia PSaoM, eé uilo 6b110 mosiHo 6ecrokoicTBa. YepT,
BCE COIIIIH C yMa.

— Mwm... 4... B mopsagaxe.

Csto HuH ¢ TpymoM nomaBui OypIIsInyio B TeJle 1y, OapuB €€ YCIIOKauBaloIlel yIsI0KoH, 1
IIPUCTAIbHO ITOCMOTpes Ha JIo BuHs, KOTOphI# MPOAoIKal MEeHIThCS. X Kynaky OBLIN CXKAThl Tak
CUJIbHO, YTO HOTTH BIIMJIMCH B JTafoHU. [IoyeMy OHHU BCE ellle Tak c1abbl? HeyxKemu OHM MOTYT TOJIBKO
CMOTpeTs, Kak Jlo buH npeBpaijaeTcs B MoaymgeMoHa?

HabmroaBInme cHapyKy TOXKe HalpsSIKeHHO CMOTPEeNH Ha 3KpaH. [104TH KaXKbli OoTafbIBajICs, YTO
MOJIKHO IIPOU30UTH UTO-TO ellle 6oyee yxkacHoe. HUKTO He 3aMeTus1, Kak Ha MUJIOM JINYUKeE
MaJieHbKoM JIMH-3p, cupsiuied Ha KojeHsx ¥ E XaHa, mosiBuIach HampsKeHHOCTb.

[Ososa M, s momory Tebe. ]

Marnenbkue rna3a CroaHbloaHb JIMHA, 1 ero MoIHoe 00KeCTBEHHOe YYBCTBO BHE3AIIHO YCTPEMUIIKCH
B [IycToTy. B TO ke BpeMsl MOIIIHAs AyXOBHAS 9HEPTus, KOTOPYIO OOBLIYHEIM YeJI0BEeK He CMOT OBl
3aMeTUTh, BHE3AIHO [IPOHUKJIIA B TEJI0 BOCCTaHaBIuBalmerocs CioaHbloanb HH.

— Xm?

CroaHbioaHb MiH youBIeHHO MOAHSI OpoBb. ITO... He MoxkeT ObITh, 3TO ronoc JIuH-3p. M 3Ta gyxoBHas
9HEPrusi — He 4TO UHOe, KaK Marus ucliejieHus. JInH-9p ToXKe BlageeT Maruen uclenenusa? U gaxe



cunbHee, yeM oH? KTo oHa Takas? [ToueMy B TaKOM I0HOM BO3pacCTe y Hee TaKas MOIIHas Cuia?
— Kax 370 BO3MOXKHO?

B T0 ke BpeMs FOub CumnsgHsb, cumeBinuil Ha TpuOyHe, pe3K0 BCKOYMJI, IIMPOKO PAaCKPHIB I'ma3a. KTo?
KT0 HaCTOMBKO CUJIEH, YTO CMOT MTHOBEHHO Pa3pyLIUTh €T0 UITI030PHEINA Oapbep?

OH He GBI cCaMOHaflesIH. B 3TOM MUpe UL eAUHUIE MOTJIM CPAaBHUTLCS C HUM. Baromaps cBOMM
IPUKITIOYEHUSIM B MOJIOIOCTH, OH OBIJT YBEPEH, YTO HUKTO HE CMOXKET PA3PYIIUTh €TI0 UIITI030PHEIH
mup. Ho ceifyac... He TOJIBKO Pa3pyIIXIIM, HO U MTHOBEHHO. Ero oCTpBI B3TJISH, CIIOBHO padap,
HavaJl CKaHMPOBaTh TPUOYHEI, Uilla BUHOBHUKA. KT0? KTO XKe 310?
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