OH CMOTpeJ Ha 3TUX MIPUTBOPSIOIIUXCS TOCTYUTHEIMY [ICAMU YYIOBHIL, C BEIPAaXXKEHUEM JIUIA, CJIOBHO
€ro ymapuio MojHuel, u cupocun Bai Ka:

— YTo0 3a yepT? OTH YyIOBHILA MEHSIOT HACTPOEeHNE OBICTPee, YEM BTOPOM yUUTEh!

— Hx KT0-TO KOHTpOnupyeT? — bait K3 Mmor gymaTs TonbKO 06 9TOM. OH C HeIOyMeHWeM II0OBEPHYJICS
¥ IIOCMOTpEJI B CTOPOHY He0a, MBITasICh MOHATH, HE OTBIEKCS NI L[310HBCS0, YTOOB TOMOYb UM
n3b6exaTh onacHoCTU. Ho mpexkpe yeM OH yCIesl HaUTH [Be CpaXKaioumecs GUrypsl, OH
II0YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK YTO-TO MSATKOE U CJIeTKa IIepIIaBoe KOCHYJIOCH ero JIula.

Bait K3 3amep. YyBcTBO OBITIO HE U3 MPUSTHHIX.

— O uépT, oHo TeOs nmuxket! Crnacute, oHO muxkeT! Mama, oHo TeOs nmuxet! — JIune LI3e 3akpuyan,
CJIOBHO YBUJEJI KOHEIl CBEeTa.

— 3aTKHHUCH.

Baii Ko oneneneno TIIOBEPHYIJI T'OJIOBY U YBUIEJI, KdaK CaMoe KpaﬁHee YyOoBHUIllEe HE3aMETHO
noqupanocr; K HEMY U BBHITAIITUIIO Ol"pOMHI:II;I pOSOBBIfI A3BIK, 00/113aB €T0 C TOJI0OBEI oo HOT'.

Bait Ks mouyBcTBOBan cebsl KpaiiHe HEIOBKO:
— ... [Touemy 0HO MeHSI TUKET?

— I[ToToMy 4TO yBU[IENO X035iMHA, — BOPYT Pa3fasicsi HEeTOPOIIMBEIN I'0JIOC, OTBETUBIINH Ha €To
BOIIPOC.

Heoxupanuo pa3paBmuiicsa rojoc Hanyran bait K3 u ero CiyTHUKOB, U OHU Ha MTHOBEHUE He
o0paTuIu BHUMaHUS Ha CMBICTT CKa3aHHOTO.

Bait K3 pe3ko moBepHYyJICS B CTOPOHY, OTKYyHa OOHOCHUJICS TOJIOC, ¥ YBUOE O0APOro CTapuykKa,
KOTOPHIM OJHOM PYKOU JepzKaJjl 3a CIIMHOMW, a APYToM IorjaxuBaa 00poay, C CeObIMU BOJIOCAMU U
CTeIeHHOM OXOOKOM, MeIJIeHHO MPuOIMKaoIerocs K HuM. Ero MaHepa moBefeHus Obljla 3TAJIOHOM
HaIbIIeHHOCTH.

A 3a HUM, C MpaYHLIM BEIpaXkKeHueM uila, men Xo L[310HbCS0 B Y4EPHOM.

Bait K3 moyyBCcTBOBAJI, YTO CUTYalMs CTajla HACTOIBKO 3allyTAHHOM, YTO OH yXKe HEe MOXKET €€
TIOHSTh.

YynmoBuile BCE ellé yrmopHo nu3aino bait Ka mo nuity, a JIuns 113e, HaKOHEI IpUIlleinii B cebs,
MOJI4a OTBEPHYJICS, CYMTAs, YTO 3Ta KapTHHA CITUIIIKOM IIPEeKpacHa, ¥ OH He MOXKeT 60JIblie
CMOTpPETH Ha 3TO, II03TOMY MEPEKIIIOUN/I CBOE BHUMaHKe Ha HEU3BECTHOTO CTapHKa.

Crapuk, IO#OWASA K HUM, B3MaxHYJI pyKaBOM, U Yy[OBUIIA, CULEBIINE B PSf, CIIOBHO IIPA3PaKH,
paccesmuCh MO IIOPEIBOM BETPA, HE OCTaBUB clieda. OCTanoCch TONBKO TO, 4TO Mu3ano bau Ka.

Bait Ka nmpomonuan. Heyxkenu Henb3s OblI0 yOpaTh Bcex cpa3y? 3ayeM OCTABIISTH OIHO?

K cyacThio, y 3TOro 4ygoBuila OblJT CTPAHHBIN S3BIK — OH OIIYIIAJICS KakK HACTOSIIUN, HO He
OCTaBJISITT HY KallJid CITIOHE, nHade bait K3 yxke B3opBancs Ol

Kaxertcsi, moHsSB HeOOBOILCTBO bait K3, cTapuk yneIOHYICS U CKa3al:



— Te ObIIM BCETO JIMIIb UJIMIO3UAMH, IIPOEKIUAMHU HACTOAIINUX CYINECTB, CO3AaHHBIMU OJISA
3allyTUBAHUA U YCTPAIIEHU.

Bait Ko 6e3 aMo1uii OTCTPaHUII OTPOMHBIN SI3BIK U CIIPOCHII:
— A 9TO HacTosIee?

CTapuk, TOCMOTPEB, KaK YyIOBHINE eI MTapy pa3 C HaclaxaeHueM nu3Hyno bai Ka, HakoHel
B3MaxHYJI PYKOU, ¥ OHO TOXKEe MCUEe3JIO:

— JTO TOXe UITIO3US.
Bait Ks onyctun pyku. OTIHMYHO, 9TO OBIII0 HaMEPEHHO.
— HacTtosmee mo3agu, — cTapuk IIOBEPHYJICS U IOCMOTPETI Ha TPONIMHKY B 4allle Jieca.

bau K3 1 ero cnyTHUKY IIOCJIEN0BalIM €ro B3TIAAY U YBUOENH, KaK 13-3a JepeBbeB MTOSIBUI0CH
YyOOBHIIE, IIOX0XKee Ha TeX, YTO ObIIM paHble. Ero Teno OBII0 OTPOMHBEIM, KaK y CJIOHA, HO
TIOJIHOCTBIO YEPHHIM, C IJIMHHOM ONecTsInel epcThio, IBHO YX0XKeHHOM. Ero Mopaa, KoTopas
paHbIlle BHIJISIeNIa CBUPENON U yCTpalllawlllel, Telepb Ka3ajiach HEMHOI0 HAUBHOM, a rjla3a, He
OyOoyuu MIKUPOKO PACKPHITEIMU, BRITTISAENH JOBOIBHO YMHEIMHU. Ero HOTH OBIIM TOJICTHIMM, HO
KOPOTKUMH, ¥, KOT{Ia OHO 6e2Kasio, 9TO BHITJISAEIO0 JOBOJIBHO 3a0aBHO, a €T0 MYIIUCTHIN, KaK Y JIUCH,
XBOCT IIOKQ4YHUBAJICS U3 CTOPOHHLI B CTOPOHY.

bau Ks He 3Ha, 4TO U AyMarTh.

— He ciumkoM nu pe3ko u3MeHuUscs CTunb? — JIuHb L3e ckpuBuncs. — YEPT BO3bMHU, 3TO
IEeNCTBUTEILHO T€ CaMhble CO3[IaHus, KOTOPhIE YyTh He YOumu Hac? OHU BHITJISIAST COBCEM II0-
npyromy! Thl 4TO, U3neBaenIbCsa?!

W uynoBwuile, Ka3aaoCh, TOXKe YTO-TO ITOYYBCTBOBaIO. ET0 KOPOTKME TOJICTHIE HOTH efiBa YCIIEBAIM 3a
€ro OBUXKEHMSIMH, KOT{la OHO MYajIOCh K HUM, M3[IaBas I'POMOBOM PHIK, OT KOTOPOT'0 IpOKaja 3eMJId.

JInuns 1i3e CbEXKUICS, Ha 3TOT Pa3 IIOBEPHUB, UTO 3TO CYIIECTBO AeHCTBUTEIHHO OBITIO TAKUM XK€, KaK U
Te, 4YTO ObIITM PaHbIIIE.

Crapuk ITOMaHUII YyIOBUIIE, HO OHO, KaXKeTcs, Jaxe He 00paTUI0 Ha HETO BHUMAHMS, @ BMECTO
3TOro mpobexkayio MEMO HEro ¥ HallpaBUIoCh IPsMo K bait Ko.

— Yto npoucxomut? — bau K3, risas Ha orpoMHOE CYILLIeCTBO, P€3K0O OCTAHOBUBILIEECS IIepPer HUM,
TIOYyBCTBOBAJI HemoOpoe MpeuyyBCTBYE.

Y, KaK ¥ 0XHUAaJI0Ch, €lBa OH IIPOM3HEC 3TO, KaK IJIyIoe YyJOBHUIIE CEJI0 Ha 3eMJIl0, CHadasa
IIOTEPEBIINCH CBOEU OIMHHOW U T'YCTOU IIepcThio 0 nuilo bai K3, a 3aTeM, Kora TOT IOIPaBIIsi
OfleX[y, C PagOCThIO BHITAIIUIIO CBOX OIPOMHBINM PO30BLIM S3BIK.

Ha 3T0T pa3 9To 0BT HACTOSIIUY SI3bIK, C TEMJIEIM OBIXaHUEM U 0JIeCTSINEeN Kalael CIIIOHEL.

Bbaiu K3, C7T0BHO YKJIOHASACH OT SIIEPHOI0 yaapa, Pe3K0 OTIPHITHYJI B CTOPOHY, CIIPSATABIINCH 3a
CTBOJIOM fiEpeBa.

Yynosulle, yBunes, 4To bail K3 ero oTsepriio, yHBIO OYCTHJIO F'OJIOBY Ha 3€MJII0, Ka3aoCh, faxe
00MIEeBIIIUCD.



— OH Bcerfa Takou ObLI, TH YTO, B IIePBHIM pa3 BUAuUINh? He noMatica! — cTapuK MOOCKOYUII K
Yy[OBUIIY ¥ NTapy pa3 IIJIENHYJI ero II0 Jialle, CIIOBHO BhICKA3hbIBasl CBOE pa3odyapoBaHUe.

Ycnwias 310, bair K3 cHOBa 3agymarcs.

Pansie, KOrna CTapHuK CKa3all <<HOTOMy 4TO yBHOEJIO X0354HMHaA», OH Ha MTHOBEHHE TI0OOYMaJl, YTO TOT
HMeeT B BUOY €ro.

Ho sTa MBICTIb TYT K€ ObIJIa UM OTBEPTHYTa — OYEBUIHO, YTO XO3IMHOM OBIJI CaM CTapUK.
Temneps XKe 3TU CI0Ba 3By4au MHAyYe.

Kto Bcerma Takom?

bau Ks nopgymar: «A?»

Ecnu 9T0 e CTBUTENLHO OH, TO BCE CTAHOBUIIOCH e11lé 6oJiee 3amyTaHHBIM.

Bait K3 uwyBCTBOBaJ, YTO B IIOCJIeHEE BPEMS C HUM IIPOUCXOIAT CIIMIIKOM CTPaHHBIE BEIY, HO cCaMou
CTPaHHOI U3 HUX Oblyla BCTpeda ¢ X0 1[310HbCS0, KOTOPBIY C IEPBOTO B3TJIAMa yIlal Ha KOJIEHU U
Ha3BaJ ero y4uTeneM.

A Temieps, KOTla €ro «[eIIEBbIH YYEHUK» eIlé He OOyMaJicsi, OH, II0X0XKe, 003aBeleTCS elle u
«[IeIIEBEIM IIUTOMIIEM»?!

Ho, 4épT Bo3bMHM, KTO BOOOIIE BUEI MUTOMIIA, KOTOPBIA MOXKET Pa3pyLUIUTh BOPOTA ¥ 0OPYIIUTh
3eMTi0?! 3TO TOYHO BpaxKeCKUl OIapoK.

— OHo 3Haet MeHA? — baii K3 He yaepkKaics U CIIpOCHl.

Crapuk, moryiaxuBast 60pofy, C BEIpaxkKeHUEM JIUIA, TOBOPSIIUM «ThI TTYTIHINA PEOEHOK», OTBETHII:
— Koneuno! Mano Toro, Tl BRIPAaCTHII €70 U3 MaJIeHbKOT0 KOTEHKA OO0 TaKUX Pa3MEPOB.

Bait K3 Opln B 3aMenIaTeNnbCTBE. S TOYHO He CII0?

Yro 3a Opep...

OH 3aMep, 4 TYT CTapHK CKa3aJl Yy[IOBHUIIY:

— Apaxuc, o300poBaucs C 3TUM MOJTYYHOM, CKOJIBKO JIET HE BUIEIIUCH.

OH mo6GaBuI, KOT{Ia YyNOBUIIle CHOBA COOPAIOCh BEICYHYTH SI3BIK:

— He moypwu, Bemu ce6st HOpMasbHO!

Takoe oTpOMHOE CYIIIECTBO, @ 30BYT €Tr0 Apaxuc — KTO BOOOIIE MPUAyMan 3TO UMs, He CTBITHO?

Ho npexne dyem baii K3 ycnien 3aKOHYUTH MBICTIb, OH YBUAETI, KaK YyLOBUIIE CMOTPUT Ha HETO C
MO0Ib00M, 3aTeM YOUpaeT SI3bIK ¥ BRITATUBAET TOJICTYIO Jaly, aKKypaTHO IMTOOHUMAs €€, YTOOH
II0Ka3aTh MATKYIO MMOOYIIEUKY.

U, nouemy-To, baii Ko MUHCTMHKTUBHO MOAHSAI Tajel U cjierkKa nodecaa MATKYIO Jamy.

I'IYJI[OBI/II.T.IG, 6y11T0 00s1Ch LIEKOTKH, PE3KO0 OTAEPHYIIO JIally, BCA MIEPCTh Ha €T0 TeJie BCTalla oeI00M, U



OHO, TOPMO ITOKAauuBast XBOCTOM, 000e:KaJjio BOKPYT IepeBa, MpPexkae YeM CHOBa CECTh B TPEX METpax
ot Baiu K»o.

[IpocTo... cymacieqiiee.
JIuns Li3e, Habmonasd 3a MOBeJeHNEM YyIOBUIIA, MOJTYa CKPUBHIICS.

[Tocrne 3TOr0 KOPOTKOTO pa3roBopa JIuHb 1[3e moyyBCTBOBAJ, YTO UHGOPMAIMY CIUIIKOM MHOTO, ¥ OH
yXKe He MOXKET e€ IIepeBapHuTh.

Yro 3HauuT, 3TO UyngoBuIle BeipacTui bait K3? Trl 4TO0, n3meBaembCs?!

Ho aTOT cTapuk sIBHO He OBIJ IPOCTHIM 4esloBeKOM. Eciii oH Mor cpaxathcesi ¢ 1[310HbCSIO Ha PaBHBIX,
TO, HECOMHEHHO, ObIJT BHIIIIe BCEX ITATPHUAPXOB U CTapeuinuH BpaT X9HTSAHB, UTO AEJIajio ero
HACTOSILINM BeMKUM MacTepoM. C HuM u L[310HbCSI0, IByMS BETUKUMHU CyIlnecTBaMu, JIuHb L3e He
OCMeJNMBaJICS 3afaBaTh JIUIIHUX BOIIPOCOB, TO3TOMY IIPOCTO OMYCTUJI I'/la3a U 3aMOJTyall.

qYJZ[OBI/II.T.Ie HaKOHEI] YCIIOKOMUJIOCh, CTAPHUK IIOXJIOIIAJI €TI0 IIO JIalleé 1 BHUMATEJIbBHO OCMOTpEII Bait Ks ¢
T'OJIOBEI 1O HOT.
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