OH MalmIWHANIBHO YIIUIIHYI Ce0s1, MBITAsCh MOHSTh, OBIJIO TN BUepalllHee COOBITHE PeaTbHBIM UJTH
mpocTo cHOM. OH He MOT BCIIOMHHUTb, ITIOfaBasl I OH BoAy cTapuKy lllao, u TOBOPUI U TOT YTO-TO
eMy 1errotoM. Ho crmabrurit cToH ymupatoiiero Ilca 3By4an Tak SBCTBEHHO, UYTO COMHEHUM He
0CTAaBAJIOCh... YTO XKe u3 3TOro OBIJIO IPaBHOH?

HaxMypuBIIHuChH, OH B3TJISHY/I Ha CTaKaH BOMABI, BCE €IlI€ CTOSIBIIMM Y KPOBATH, ¥, 0CO3HAB PEaIbHOCTh
IIPOUCXOMSAIIET0, IPUKPHLUT POT PyKoii. Hoc 3alexkoTano, ¥ CI€3bl caMu CO00M MOTEKIIHU II0 1eKaM.

— AX, 3TO mpasBfa.

I[To mepeBeHCKOMY 00ObI4al0, cTapuka Illao moxopoHunu B 3eMye. Ero mociegHuM MPHUCTAHUIIIEM
CTaJIo0 MPOCTOPHOE MINEHUYHOe T0JIe, YCHIIaHHOe CYXUMHU CTe6IIME COPHAKOB. Cpenu HUX OMUHOKO
BO3BHINIAJICS HEOOIBINON XOTMUK MOTHIIH TUAMETPOM OKOJIO TPEX METPOB, Y IIOMHOKHUS IBYX XOJIMOB,
Ha CKJIOHAX KOTOPHIX BUHENHCh HECKOJTBKO HOP Pa3HOT0 pa3Mepa, OCTABIIEHHKIX TPEI3YHAMHU.

Crapuxk [Ilao TuX0 MOKOUJICS BHYTPHU, 0€3 MaMATHUKA, Kak Oe3bIMsIHHas MOTruia, KoTopas BeCHOU
CTaHET MPENSATCTBUEM [JIS1 CESJIKU, BHIHYKIEHHOU! 00XOOUTEL €€ CTOPOHOM.

B goMe anTaps [1sl TOMUHOBEHUS OBUI yCTPOEH KpailiHe CKPOMHO. B IleHTpe cToa cTos1a
doTorpadus crapuka [llao Ha cuteM ¢ore. [llao UiaHbL ¢ HEJOyMeHNEM yCTaBUJICS Ha HEE€ — KOTfa
Xe eé coenanu? OH He MOT BCIIOMHHTG.

OH o0epHynca K AHb fAHIO:

— Isims, THI BeOb Bcerga OB psAmoM ¢ HUM. Th BUfell, KOoTHa OH fenan 3Ty Gororpaduio?
Anp fAHb, C ONyXIIMMHU I'J1a3aMU, TOJIBKO aXHYII:

— He 3Har0...

[ITao MigHb BOPYT MOYYBCTBOBAJI, KakK THEB TOOHUMAETCA B HEM. B3pocikle Ka3anuch emMy
OTBPATUTENIbHEIMM — BCE [eJIa/li TAKOM: ¥ TPO0 MacTepHIH, U morpedaibHble OOeK bl IIUITH, U
naxe ororpaduio s TOMHUHOBEHUS cAelanu 0e3 ero BemoMa.

OHM TOATOTOBUIIUCE K YXOMy, HO HEe OCTABUJIM HU CJIOBA, OCTABUB €T0 B ITOTHOM CMSITeHUU. OqHAXK B
YTPOM OH TIPOCHYJICS ¥ y3HAJI, YTO OAMH U3 ero OJU3KUX YKe JIeKUT B Tpoby.

Xots OvI mpexynpenunu OB ero 3apaHee, YTOOB OH MOT IIOINPOIIAThCS HOCTOMHO, a He Tak, B CIIeIIKe
1 CMATEHUH.

Ero oxBaTuma sIpOCTh, ¥ OH, He ciepkKuBas ce0si, THY alTapb, Hamagas Ha BCEX BOKPYT:

— 970 BCé u3-3a Tebs1! C TBOMM IOSIBJIEHHEM BCE B HAIlIeM [OMe IIOIIO HamepeKocsk! CHavdana
IenyliKa MOBPeaus PYKy, a IIOTOM U BOBCe IOTepsy XKu3Hb! Thl — npoknsaTtue! Tel — 37101 pOK O1d
Moero mena! 3aueM TH BOOOIIE MPUIIEN B HAIIl OM?

Aub AHbL TOKpPACHE], KaK CIeJIblil IOMUIO0pP, U 3aipoKall OT 3TUX HeJemnblx 00BuHeHuH. Ho oH,
Oynmy4u BOCIIMTAHHBEIM B IyXxe KOMMYHHM3Ma, He BEPUJ B I0f00HbIE CyeBepusi. BHyTpeHHE OH
noruMar, 4yto llao MIisiHb MPOCTO CPHIBAET 3710CTh.

Ho cnoBa 3amiy CIUIIKOM Jaleko.

OH KpemnKo cxKaJ ryObl U pe3K0 OTBETHUII:



— Bpémn! 4 He Takoi! YuuTtens roBopui, YTO «POXKAEHUE, CTAPOCTh, 00JIE3HL M CMEPTh» — 3TO
€CTEeCTBEHHBIN X0f Belel. Thl He MOXKelllb, 13-3a COOCTBEHHOTO Topsi, 00BUHATH MeHs1! Pa3Be s
XOTeJl, YTOOBI asast ymep? Thl HOIXKeH U3BUHUTHCS !

Bab6ymka I1Tao, 3aHsTasi COPTUPOBKOM TPAypPHOI Of€K B, MOTYa HAOMoaNa 3a MPOUCXOSIITAM.

OnHa TOIBKO YTO CTajla BAOBOX W Pa3MBIIIISNA, KaK CIIPaBUTHCA C HOBOUM POJIBIO, IO9TOMY II0Ka He
oOpalrana BHUMAHUS Ha 3TUX OBYX ccopsimuxcs meTed. OmMHAKO €€ BHUMAaHUeE IIPUBIIEKIIH CJI0Ba fHb
Ausq.

OH cTos1 Ha TabypeTe, BEITUPAs IBIIb C aJITapsi, ero eTCKOoe JIUI0 OBIJI0 KPaCHEIM OT THEBA, a PYKH
npoxanu. Ho ero cioBa 6blyiv pa3yMHBIME, YTO JOKA3bIBAJIO, YTO OH BCE eIlle [epKUT cebs B pyKax,
HecMOTps Ha Hanapgku [Tao UnsgHs.

[ITao NusgHb Ke, KaK MaJleHbKUY XyIUTaH, TPoaoiKai 6yicTBoBaTh. OH yKe OMPOKUHYIT ajiTaph, a
Teneph pa3bpackiBai MOOYLIKY ¥ IIMHOBKHY, yCTPaKuBasi B KOMHATe HacTOSIIMM xaoc. Ero cioBa cranu
eté 6o1ee 0CKOPOUTETbHBIMH.

HoBast BIoBa, 3aMHTEPECOBABIIUCEH TPOUCXOISIITNM, OTI0XKHUIIa CBOU Mefla, B3sija KOTEHKA C MSATKOU
nogctunky [Ica ¥ Havala KOPMUTb €T0 U3 OYTHITIOYKH.

Ona HaOmIomana 3a CCOPOM, HaXO/Isl B 9TOM Pa3BlieYeHUe.

[ITao MusiHb, HECITOCOOHKIHM CIIPABUTHCS C SMOLUSIMH, UCKaJT JTI000# MOBOM, YTOOH BHIIIJIECHYTh THEB.
Ero croBa cTaHOBUIUCH BCE O0JIee PE3KUMU:

— Oto Th! Y He oTpunai! OTpuilanue — 3To nmpu3HaHue BUHHI! KTO eImie, ecnu He TH?

Adup AHbL IpoxkKain Bcé cumbHee. 3a0bIB, YTO CTOUT Ha TaOypeTe, OH Cesias 1Iar, OTepsiI paBHOBECHE
U yIiaja nuioM BHU3. [IomHSBUINCE, OH YBUOE, YTO JieBasi CTOPOHA JIMIla IIOKPHITA IIBIJIBIO, @ U3 Hoca
TeKJIa KPOBb.

Babymika Illao HaKOHeI] peluia BMeIlaThCs, HO...
Anup AHb caM MOOHSJICS C II0Ja, BHITEP MU0 U, rnaas Ha [lao MigHs, TBEPHO MPOU3HEC:
— ¢ OBTOPSI0: U3BUHUCH IIE€PEN0 MHOM!

OO6rryHO OH OBLI O0JIEE Cep:KaHHEIM, HO CETOJHS ero IoBefieHre yauBuio 6adymky. OHa BIEepBLIE
yBHMENa eT0 HaCTOSIIINM XapaKTep U Hayajla BEPUTH, YTO OH AEHCTBUTEIIBHO CMOXKET CTaTh
npumepoM aiis [Ilao WIisHs, TOKa3aB eMy, YTO TaKOe yBaXKeHHe U CMUDEHHe.

Benb B 9TOM Mupe, HECMOTPS Ha €r0 OTPOMHOCTD, YeJIOBEK [IOI2KEH JKHUTh B OIPeNeIEHHEIX PaMKaX.
BHIXOOUTE 32 HUX MHOTHA — 3TO UCKJIIOUEHUe, HO JesaTh 3TO HOCTOTHHO — 3HAYUT UATH K THOEIIH.
[ToaTOMy Yy KazK[0TO [OJIKeH ObITh IIpefiesl ¥ yBaxkKeHue K OKPYXKaIoIIiM.

BroBa, X0Ts U IoTepsijia MyxKa, yYBlIeKJiach 3TuM criekTakieM. [Ilao Musub Ob1 Kak OellleHbIH IEC, a
Aup AHL — ero MoBOMOK. BMecTe oHUM mpepcTaBnsany cobol apaMy /1t00BY 1 HEHABHUCTH, KOTOpas
Mora Okl CTaTh OCHOBOM M1 HACTOSIIIIETO CepHara.

[ITao MisgHb HUKOTO He 00SIICs, U cIoBa fHbL JHS He MPOU3BENIM Ha HETro BIeYaTIIeHuUs.

OH, Ka3aJoch, CYUTAJI, YTO €ro NpefbiayInre JelCTBUS U CI0Ba OBUIM HELOCTaTOYHO
yOemuTenbHBIMU, U COEJIall ay3y, 4ToO0b coOpaThCs C MBICISIMU. 3aTEM, ITOIHSB T'OJIOBY, OH C JIETKOU



YCMEIIKON TPOU3HEC:
— Cnymay BHUMaTeNnbHO: 1 — [lao.
OTHU CJI0OBA CTaJIX IIOCIeNHEeN KallleH.

Aup Aub T1yO60K0 BOOXHY, TYOH ero mobeHeNny, U OH Hadajl CUIbHO KalllJIsATh, He B CHJIaX
OCTAHOBUTLCS.

Babymka Illao 3amepra, oxXumas, IPOOONIKUT M1 AHL dHb HacTauBaTh Ha U3BMHEHUAX. Ho OH eé
pa3ovapoBall, NI THX0 TPOOOPMOTaB:

— IlTao M1isiHB, THI IEPEIIET BCE TPAHUITHL.

OHa BCIOMHMIIA, YTO fAHB fHB C meTCTBa OB YeJI0BEKOM, KOTOPHIHM He TepIe/ IOBTOPHEIX 00un. B
ero xapakrtepe Obljla yrpsiMasi UepTa, KOTopas IIPOSIBIISIIach TOIBKO B CEPhE3HBEIX CUTYALIUSX.

Ona 3apyMasach: CMOTYT JIX OHU [IEUCTBUTENIbHO [TOAAEePKUBATh OPYT Apyra?

Bo gBope pa3pasncs rpoOMKUy rojoc:

— Tétsa! Mul npunuiu 3a6paTh 060pyAOBaHKE C MEJIbHUIIE!

[Ilao MisgHb 3aMep Ha MTHOBEHUE, C YIUBIEHUEM TTIsiAs Ha 0a0yIIKy, ¥ BOPYT B30pBaCs:

— Twi ciuukoM kecToka! Y mefa Teso elé He OCTHUIO, a THI y2Ke ITPOfaéib ero Belu. Pa3Be B moMe

He XBaTaeT feHer? W MecTa [ 9TOro 000pyooBaHUS?
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