Ero riasa NpuBHIKIY K TeMHOTE. KoMHaTa Gblia HeGOIbINON, B0/ CTEHEl CTOSIUIN BhIBUKHbIE
SILVKY [JIsI XPaHeHHUS TeJl, Ha KaX[IOM U3 KOTOPHIX ObLI IPSMOYTOJIBHbINA KUTKOKPUCTAIIMYECKHAT
9KpaH.

Bce 9KPaAHEI T'OPEJIX 3€JIEHBIM, IIOKA3bIBAA, YTO AIMUKYU IIYCTHI... Hert, B YTy y CTEHBEI Ha OJHOM H3
SAIIWKOB 3KPaH OBLI KPaCHBIM.

Yzkao X9 rOBOPHII, YTO B IIOC/IEIHKE OJHU Ha Kopalyie HUKTO He YMUPaJ, U KakK CHIH Bjafiefiblia Cy[IHa,
fo 1Ipl TOXKe He CIbIIan MOA0OHBIX CITyXOB.

fo 1IbI He BepWJI B IPU3PAKOB, IIEPEIIarHyI Yepe3 Tejla, JieXkallie Ha 0Ty, MOJOoLIeN K YTy U
IIPHUCEJI, YTOOLI OTKPHITD SIITUK.

Amuk 611 3anepT. o Lisl ocTan U3 KapMaHa KOJIbLIO OT Ta30BOi IpaHaThl U, UCIIONIb3YS €T0 OCTPHIH
KOHeIl, KOBBEIPSJI 3aMOK, [T0Ka, HAKOHEI], He OTKPLLI €ro0.

BHYyTpHu mefcTBUTEIbHO ObIT CHHUM MEIIOK [IJIs TPYIIOB, ¥ OH He OB MyCT.

fo Ll TpoTAHYI PYKY ¥ OCTOPOZXKHO IIOTPOTal ero.

OH HUKOT[Ia He Tporaja MepTBELIOB, HO Ha OLIyIb COOePKUMOe Melllka HallOMUHAJI0 Ky4y TPSIIOK.
fo Llel HallleT MOIHUIO Ha MEIIKe U Me[lJIEHHO €€ PaCcCTETHYIL.

[To Mepe TOT0 KaK MOJIHUSA PaCXOLUJIach, COLEPKUMOE MeIIKa II0JIHOCThI0 OTKPLUIOCE IIepen HUM.

9TO0 meuCTBUTENbHO Obl/la Ky4a TPSIOK, CBI3aHHBEIX BEPEBKOM, YTOOH CHOPMHUPOBATE I'OJIOBY, PYKU U
HOTHU, CO3/iaBasi momobue yenoBeka.

Ho KauecTBO 3TOr0 MaHEKeHa...

4o LBl BEITAIIMII MaHEKEH U3 Mellka, 6pOCHI ero Ha II0JT ¥ OCMOTPEJI C TOJIOBHI 10 HOT.
IaTh 06 BEKTUBHYIO OLIEHKY: 3a€IIbCs.

BHe3ammHo MeIoK, OCTaBIIMICS B SIIUKE, U3Majl JETKUM 3BYK U CABUHYJICS B €70 CTOPOHY.
4o LIbI mOYyBCTBOBAJI, KaK BOJIOCH Ha 3aTHIJIKE BCTAIU OLIOOM.

Merriok TIIPOOOJIZKaJll MIEBEJIUTLCSA, N30aBasd TUXUE 3BYKH. Ao ]_[bI 3daTauJl ObIXaHUEe, CXBATUII CUHMH
MEMIOK U BBITAIIIHUII €T0.

BayTpu HH4Yero He ObII0. Korma MeIIoK OMyCTUIIM Ha II0JI, OH JieXKasl HEeMOABUKHO, KakK U JIIOOH,
IIOTePSBIIKE CO3HAHUE.

Ao L[bI YTO-TO BCIIOMHHAIJI, IIPOTSAHYJI PYKY B OTKprTbeI AWK U ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, KAK IIOTOK BO3OyXa
CKOJIB3HYIJI IIO €T0 KOXKe.

OH 3aMep, 3aTeM IIPOCYHYI PYKY T1y0Ke, ¥ XOIOMHbIM BETED CTaj OIIYIIAThCS CUIBHEE.
Koser simrka, BO3MOXKHO, He ObUT 3aKPHIT, @ BeJl KyJia-To ellle.

Y fo LIpl 6B KOMMYHHUKATOP, OH MOT ceidyac ke BBI3BaTh IIOMOIIb, YTOOH! ero BhITaumiIu. Ho,
IIOCTOSIB HECKOJIBKO CEKYHJ, OH BCTaJl ¥ IIarHyJ BHYTPh AIIUKA.



BHYTpI/I OBIIIO elle TeMHee, 1 4YeM HOaJibllle OH IIPOABUTIAaJICA, TEM MEHBIIIE BUOEII. Ho s mon3 BIIEPEN
Ha OIIYIIb. B KoHnIie f1vKa He OBIITO CTEHKH, a HAUWHAJCS IJINHHBIN KOPpHUOOoD.

XOoJOmHBIN METaJIT DaBUI HAa KOJIeHH Yepe3 TKaHb OPIOK, XOJIO MMPOHUKAI B JTafloHu, U ceppie Ho LI
ouocs Bce OBICTpEE.

CBepxbecTeCTBEHHOE He CTPAIITHO, CTPAIIHO HEU3BECTHOE.
[Tpobupasick Brepen, o LIkl HAKOHEI] HaIlyTal YTO-TO PYKOH.

910 OBlNa BepeBKa, X0JI0gHas Ha OIIyIlb, BEPOATHO, CAe/laHHAas U3 MeTaJlIndeCKOM IIPOBOJIOKH, 04eHb
IIpOYHas.

4o LIsl 0CTOPOXKHO TOTSHYJI 3a Hee, IOYYBCTBOBAB, UTO APYTOM KOHEI] BEPEBKU K YEMY-TO
npukpenaeH. OH He CMOT CABUHYTH €€ C MECTa U CHeJal ellle OfUH IIar BIepen —

Ero pyka oka3anach B IIyCTOTE, ¥ TOJIBKO ITOTOM OH ITOYYBCTBOBAJI, Kak TEPSET paBHOBecue. ['0yeHb
fo Ll ymapuiachk 0 Kpad MeTaIIMuYeCKOro KOPUA0pa, ¥ OH MOHSIJI, YTO HOCTUT KOHIIA SIIHKA U
maflaeT BHUS3.

...Tak 4To myIIeyHOe MSICO BCE PaBHO YMUPAET, fa?
3pst OH Tak cTapajcs cOmu3uThes ¢ JIu cuHOM, Bce 0Ka3aI0Ch HAPaCHEIM.

B MoMeHT, Korfia K1M3Hb BUCEJIa Ha BOJIOCKE, OH He yCIIesI IogyMaTh 0 MHOToM. OxkupmaeMoi 6011 oT
TaJleHus ¥ MIOTePH CO3HAHUS He mocienoBaio. o LIsl mexar, omeIoMIeHHbH, 1 Yepe3 HeKOTopoe
BpPEeMsI MTOHSI, 4TO Oosbiie He magaeT. OH 0OCTOPOKHO IMOIIeBETUIT PyKaMy ¥ HOTaMH.

KocTu 11e71BI, HO TEJI0 AP0Kaso, ¥ Bce ObIJI0 BaTHBIM.
OH HeMHOTO0 TIpuUIIesn B cebs, Cesl U YBUAEI, YTO JIEXKUT Ha HAAyTOM MeIIKe.
Ecyu GBI HE 3TOT MEIOK, OH OB y2Ke OTIIPABUIICS K SIHBJIO-BaHY.

fo LIsl cumen Ha MeIIKe, YyBCTBYs ce0sl Tak, OYOTO TOIHKO YTO MIPOKATUIICS Ha aMePUKaHCKHUX
TOpKax.

«3aKaTHas po3a» OKal3aJiach II0JIHA CIOPIPHU30B. [lox HUKHeN mamy0oit OB ellle ONUH YPOBEHB.

OH nomHAN TOJIOBY ¥ yBHEJI KBaPAaTHOE YEPHOE OTBEPCTHE B IIOTOJIKE, 3 KOTOPOI'O CBHCAJlla
BE€pPEeBKa, CJIeTKa IIOKa4YuBasiCh.

[Tox BepeBKOWM CTOSII CTYJI, BEPOSITHO, YTOOHI TOT, KTO CITYCKAJICS, MOT Ha HETr0 OIIEPeThCS.

3mech He OBLITO CB€Ta, HO Ha CTeHaX OB MaJIEeHbKHE HUIJINTIOMHUHATOPEI, 9epe3 KOTOPhie BUOHEIIACh
TEMHO-CHUHASA BOOa, U YYBCTBOBAJIOChE IBU2KEHME BOJIH.

B KoMHaTe cTosan HerI/IHTHHﬁ 3allaX, CMeChb CBRIPDOCTHU U 3JIOBOHHUA, UCXOOAIIEro u3 OOHOTO yTiia.
Ao L1 emie HE ycCIiesI OCMOTPEThCs, KaK BOAPYT MEINOK II0OO HUM IIEeBEJIbHYJICA.
On 3aMep, He CMed ObIIIaTh, HO MEIIOK CHOBA IIOIIIEBEJINIICH.

BHyTpH 4TO-TO OBLIO KUBOE.



— fl... 1 He yMep... BEIIIYCTUTE MEHH...
Crna0glii TOJI0C JOHOCUIICS U3 MelKa, ¥ do LIsl oHA, YTO 9TO YeloBedecKas peyb.
OH OBICTPO CJIe3 C MellIKa ¥ HayaJl pa3Bga3bIBaTh BEPEBKY, 3aTAHYTYIO Ha TOPJIOBUHE.

BepeBka Oblsia TYT0 3aBsi3aHa, ¥ CBEPXY Obl/la 3aKpelljieHa MeTaIndeckas MpsikKa C
BBIT'PDABUPOBAaHHEIM 3HAKOM — IlepeKpelleHHble MeU U CKUIIETP, CUMBOJI UMIIEPCKUX BOEHHBIX.

BoeHnnrie?
OH He cTaJl pa3myMbIBaTh, CHavaja 0CBOOOIUIT YeloBeKa U3 MeIlKa.

Kaxk TONbKO MeIoK OTKDEIJICA, B HOC YOapHUII HEBLIHOCUMEIY 3amax. fdo Llw OTBEPHYIJICA, BCTAJl U
OTOIIIEJI Ha HECKOJIBKO IIaros.

Korpma on 00epHYJICS, TO YBUAEN, KaK U3 MelllKa I10Ka3aioch JIUI0 IOHOIIN.
ToT ¢ TPymoM MPOTSHYT PYKY:
— Moxere... TOMOYb MHE...

Ao ]_[bI 3daM€ETHIJI, 94TO IOHOIIa OBITT MOJIOZKE €ro U BHITTIAOEII O4YEHDb CH&GBIM, IIO3TOMY peEIIuJi, 9YTO
CUTyallus 110 KOHTPOJIEM. On IIOJoNIIeI X B34JI IOHOINY 3a PYKY, IIOMOTrad eMy BBI6paTBC${ N3 MEIIIKa.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OH 3aMeTUJI XKeJjie3y Ha 3afHel CTOPOHE IIeU IHOIIH.

Owmera.

FOnoma Bribpasncs us Meinka, u o LIb 3arnsiHyn BHYTPb. ET0 MU0 HCKA3UIOCh OT yKaca.
Tam melicTBUTENBHO OBIIYN TETIA, CII0KEeHHBIe IPYT Ha ApyTa.

OHo11a, Ka3anoce, efgBa MOI CTOSATE:

— Bel... 3auem npunny cooga?

OH He nposBNan BpaxaeOHoCTH, U Fo LI, 6pocuB B3TrIAM Ha MOTOIOK, KPAaTKO OTBETHUIL:
— IloTepsn paBHOBECHE, yIIall CBEPXY.

— O, — ycrarno npousHec 1oHoma. — Ho ecnu OBl BHL He yIlanu Ha MeHs, 51 Obl, HaBepHOe,
3afOXHYJICS. f He 0XKMall, YTO MEHS TaK yKayaeT, uTo 5 MOTepsito co3Hanue. OHU, HAaBEpHOE,
OJyMaJId, YTO S YMep, U MOJIOKUIIA MEHS B MEIIIOK.

Ao LIpI HaxMypuiICs, T Ha MEIIOK C TeJIaMU.

[Touemy Ha Kopabye yMep/o TakK MHOTO JIfofed, HO 00 9TOM He 00BSIBUNIM U HE OTIIPABUJIU TeJla B
MOopI?

Kak OyaTo 4nTas ero MbIC/IM, IOHOIIIA CKa3alt:
— M&z1 He TacCaKupHI.

Ero B3risg ckonb3Hy 3a ciuuy fo k1, 1 ToT 00epHYyJICs, ¢ yauBIeHneM 00HapyKUB, YTO B yIiaxX



KaIOThI CUIeJI0 HECKOJIBKO 4eJioBeK. B TeMHOTe 0HM ObliM He3aMeTHH, U flo L{bl paHbllle UX He BUAEIL.
FOno1a BrITED I'PA3b C Nulla, 1 Ao LIbl BHe3anmHO NpubIN3UICS, CXBAaTUB €r0 3a I0J00POIOK.

ToTr ucnyrancs:

— Brl... BH anbda?

fo LIeI HM4Yero He CKa3al, JIUIITh BHUMATEIbHO OCMOTpPeIl HeOO0JIBITIOMH Y4aCTOK KOXHU II0[ I''la3aMu
IOHOIIN.

[Tox cTepTOM I'PsA3bi0 OBIJT CHHUM LMITAMII — TOT CAaMBI CUMBOJI UMIIEPCKUX BOEHHBIX, KOTOPBINA OH
BUJIENI pPaHee.

— Kto0 Bac ciopa npusen? M Kyga Bac Be3yT? — crpocu fo Lisl, moHu3UB romoc.

B3rmnsp roHOIM cTan 0eCIIOKOMHbBIM:

— 4 He Mory cka3aTtbh. OH Hall 671arofeTenb, s He MOTY IIOJBECTH eTo0.

— bnaropeTrent? — o LIs1 4TO-TO IOHSI. — BHI BCce oMeru, ga?

KOHo111a He cTasn OTpUIlaTh, U MOMBLITANICA BEIPBATLCS M3 3axBaTa A0 LIbL.

BoeHHrble, oMerd, KOTOPHIX HeNb3s NIPOfiaBaTh Ha TEPPUTOPHUY UMIIEPUH, TalHOe yOeXKuIle.
— Bam 6iaropmeTens — MyK4YKHa, BBICOKOPAHTOBBIY anbda, BepHO? — crpocun Ao 1bl.
HOHo11a cTas BEIPHIBATHCA €l1le CUJIbHEE, TUX0 YMOJISIS:

— IloxamnyiicTa, He COpallluBauTe, s JeMCTBUTENIBHO HE MOTY CKa3aTh.

fdo L B3goxHy. [0 peakiuy 10HOLIM eMy 00JIbIlle He HYKHO OBIIIO 3aflaBaTh BOIIPOCHI.
Tereps OH IOHSAJ, B 4eM 3akiovanacsk Muccus JIu YcuHa.

[TpaBo nucaTh UCTOPHUIO IPUHAMAJIEKUT CUIIbHBIM. JI1000ii TOCTYTIOK, ONpaBAaHHbIM IPUYNHAMU U

IIOCJIeJCTBUAMHU, MOXKET OBITH 06Hal"0p0}KeH PICTOpPIefI, CTaTb T€POUYECKHUM N BOUTH B BEUHOCTb.
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