— Yto OB MBI HY [€JIajid, BCETHA eCTh 0OIMacHOCTb. X0Ts1 E€ BricOuecTBO 1 OTCYTCTBOBasa MAThH JIET,
OHa TO-TIPEeXHEMY Hallla IPUHIIECCA. JTO A0 g moBepio Mai 1I3e. Ecnu BCE MONMy4YUTCS, TO
Omaromonyuyue Myxka Mait 113e OymeT 3aBuceTs oT E€ BricouecTBa. Eciu ke HET, TO ST HafieloCh, YTO
E€ BricouecTBO 1103a060TUTCS 0 TOM, YTOOBI MEHS M MOEI0 Myxa IT0XOPOHUTh BMecTe, — Mai 113e
roBOpHJIa C peluMOCThI0. Ecnu oHa He cMoxkeT yoenuTs JIsH ['yaHa, OHa He OCTaBUT €T0 B KUBHIX,
4yTOOBI TOT He cTan 00y30# ang 2KaHb YoHIUH.

2KsHb Y3HIIMH HEMHOTO0 ITOpa3MbICuIa. [lopyyaTh KOHTAKT C TaDHU30HHEIMU BOMCKaMU KOMY-T100
opyroMy OBIJIO PUCKOBaAHHO, Befib yTeYKa WHPOpMaIuy MorJjia MIpou30UTH B 11000# MoMeHT. Cerdac y
Heé NeHCTBUTENIbHO He ObIJI0 IOAXOMSIIero YeloBeka.

— XOpOH.IO, § II0JIaralOChk Ha BaC, CeCTpa Mo,

— Barmre BricouecTBO HEJTAaBHO BEPHYIIUCH, MOXKETE IIPOTYISTHCS 110 ABOPILY, YTOOLI PA3BESTHCS.
30ech BCE eIllé MHOT0 3HAaKOMEIX JIMII.

— Xopotiio.

Yepes HECKONTBKO fHEN Mboii 113e cooburuna 2KaHbs YsHIMH, YTO [eNio ynaxeHo. 2KaHb YsHIMH [ana
el HeCKOJIbKO HacTaByieHuY U nopyuusa E JInnykao nepenats coobmenue Cy fAHio.

2Konp UsHIMH yKe Oblia rotoBa, Kak u Cy fAub, uny, BepHee, E [ly, KOTOPHIY Hayasl TOTOBUTHCS C
TOTO MOMEHTa, KaK y3HaJl, YTO UMIIepaTop POOUJI TPEThEr0 ChiHAa. B 9TOM Mupe HET HU4Yero
HeHaJEXXHee, YeM YyBCTBa UMIIepaTopa.

Pano yrpoMm 2Kaup YsHIMH IOMOIIN OfETHCS U IIprYecaTsCda. B ropome pa3gaBaniuch 3ByKU
dbeiiepBepkoB. M3 Cuizuna npubnina cBageOHas IpoIeccus, KOTOPYIO BO3TJIABISA TPETUH IIPUHII,
IIPEeICTaBISABLINY CBOETO cTapiero 6paTa. ITo ObUIO 3HAKOM yBaxeHus. Kpome Toro, cBaie0HEIE
napsl u3 CulduHa yxe OblIM B IyTH, BKII0Yas 6ecYuciIeHHEle COKpoBUIla. TpeTuil IpuHIl, ornacasich
oI031aTh K 6J1aronpusITHOMY Yacy, OTIIPABUJICS BIIEPEN, a Japhl COIIPOBOXKIANKACH BOMCKaMH,
KOTOPHIE OOJIKHEI OBUIM IOCTABUTHL MX B ropof Mora.

OpHaKO THEM MPOU30INEN HeOobInol nHIuaeHT. CBafgeOHbie naphl CulldrHa OBITM aTaKOBAaHHI
OaHOUTAMK HemaaeKo OT ropopa Moiia. Beck iBop ObII B IPOCTH, ¥ UMIIEPATOP HeMeIJIeHHO
IIPUKa3aJl apecToBaTh MPECTYIMHUKOB. iMIIepaTopcKast rBapaus BHICTYIIMIIA U3 TOPOOA 10 IPUKA3y.

BeuepoMm uMIiepaTop YCTPOUJI IUP B UeCTh NPUOBITUSA TOCNIOB U3 CuizuHa. 2K9Hb YsHIMH, ofleTas B
POCKOIIIHEIE OfleKOHl, CUAeNa PSIAOM C UMIepaTopoM. TOIbKO cerofHs oHa yBuAena 2K9Hb Y9HYKO U
uMIepaTpully. X B3raanbl BCTPETUIUACH, U BCE IIJIO TIO IIIaHy.

— 3aBTpa 5 OTHpaBIsIOCh B CULI3KH, ¥, BO3MOXKHO, 00JIbIIIe HUKOTTIa HEe CMOTY CTYIHUTh Ha POIHYIO
3eMJTi0. ITOT KyOOK S TOMHUMAI0 3a Ballle 3M0POBhE, OTEI-uMIiepaTop. 2Kejao BaM KUTh JeCSATh
THICSY JTeT, — 2K9Hb YsHITMH nmogHAIa 00Kas Iepen UMIIepaTopoM. B rimasax uMmepaTopa MelbKHYIIa
TEeHb COXKaJIEHUS, HO OH CHepKaJj e€ U C YIBI0KOM OTBETHUII:

— B meHb TBOETr0 TOP2KECTBA s Paf, [OYb MOSI.
OHM BBIITUJIH, U BCE OBIJIO PEIIeHO.

2Koup UsHIIMH BCTala ¥ MOJOIIIA K UMIIepaTpHlle, Jepka B pykax 6okan. OHa omycTUIach Ha
KOJIEHU:

— Maryuika, S He CMOTY OBITh PSIAOM, YTOOH 3a00TUTHLCS O Bac. [IyCTh BEI 6yeTe 3M0POBHL.



Nmneparpuiia nopHsna 2K9aub YsHIIMHE U JOAT0 HE OTIIyCKaa.

Ha sToM cemeliHOM NUPY KaxKAbIM AyMall 0 CBOEM. 2KaHb Y9HINH, He BeIep:KaB BUHA, I€ePBOK
BEPHYJIaCh B CBOIO PE3UIEHIINIO, UTOOH! TOATOTOBUTHLCS K 3aBTPAIIHEMY [HI0. IMIepaTop, HEMHOTO
BBITIUB, TOXKE ITOUYBCTBOBAJ ceOs1 HeBazkKHO. YTOOH IMOKAa3aTh CBOIO 671arOCKJIOHHOCTD, OH PEIIU
IIepeHoyYeBaTh B MOKOSIX uMnepaTpullsl B [IBopie KynpHUH. UMnepaTop 1 UMIepaTpulia BMeCTe
NOKUHYIY TuP, a 2KoaHb Y3HYKO0 ocTascs, 4ToOH pa3BieKaTh MOCIOB U3 CUI3UHa.

Beprysuucs B [IBopen; KyHbHUH, UMIIepaTpULia OTIPABUIACh KyIIaThCs, & UMIIEPATOP yKe KPerKo
CIlan Ha KpoBaTH. B BaHHOM, CHSIB DOCKOILIHBIE OfEXK[bI, OHA IOIPY3UJIach B BOLY. JallCKa B €€ PyKax
y2Ke pa3MoKJa, HO CJI0Ba HaBCerZa 3aledaT/ie/IuCh B €€ naMATH. [locnefHUN MecsI] UMIepaTpulia
Myunniack. OHa fyMasia, 4YTO BCE HaJlafUTCS, KOTOA OYb BEPHETCS, HO BMECTO 3TOT0 HMIIEPaTop
PELIIT OTIIPaBUTh AlLIMH B onuTU4YecKuil 6pak. Eciu oHa oTipaButcs B CUL3UH, KaKWe ONAaCHOCTH
eé XKayT? Auxo crab 3[M0pPOBLEM, a 3a CIUHOM [IparolieHHOM cynpyru YsHb CTOSIT CJIOXKHEIE CHJIHL.
TpeTtuit mpuHII I0IL3YEeTC 0c000M MI000BBI0 UMIIEPATOPa, U, eC/Ii OBl He OTCYTCTBUE IPUYUHEL [IJIS
CMelleHusl UMIIepaTPHUILI, OHa Ol y2Ke JTUIIKIIach CBOero TpoHa. Ho Jake eciy oHa COXpPaHUT TPOH,
yTOo U3 3TOr0? E€ BCE paBHO OyAyT MCII0IH30BaTh. MMIepaTpulla Bcerga gymaa, uto 2KaHb YoHIUH
YTO-TO 3aMBINUISET. E€ Moub HUKOTIAa He cufela cloxka pyku. Ho 3a mocnemHui MecsIi] HU4ero He
TIPOM30IIIO, ¥ CePAlle UMIIePaTPHULILI BCE 9TO BPeMs OBIIIO HATSIHYTO, Kak cTpyHa. CerogHs Ha UpYy,
TIOJTyYUB 3anucKy oT 2KoHb YsHIIMH, OHa 0OHAPYKUIIA, YTO OCTAETCS YOUBUTENIBHO CIIOKOMHOM,
CJIOBHO I'OTOBUJIACh K 9TOMY [HIO BCe 9TU rofbl. B 3amucke OO BCETO ONHO IPOCTOe TpeOoBaHUeE:
yoepkaTh oTia. UTo Obl HU IPOUCXOAUIIO CHAPYKHU, UMIIepaTop JOJIKEeH 0CTaBaThCS 3[ECh, B €€
oKosxX. Korga 3amnucka IOIHOCTRI0 paCTBOPUIIACE B BOZe, UMIlepaTpHULia BhIIIIa U3 BaHHHI.

3a mpenenaMu Topofa UMIepaTopcKas reapaus BHE3aIlHO YHUUTOXKKIIa 0aHIUTOB U MOTpeboBaia
BIIYCTUTH UX B TOPOJI, YTOOHI IOJI0KKUTH O BHIIOJIHEHHOM 3alaHUU. ITO OBII0 HEOOXOMMMO, YTOOH
3aBTPAIIHUE O0THE3[ ITOC/I0B U3 CHUII3MHA He OCTABWII IIJIOXOTO BredaTaeHusI. CTPaxKHUK IOTyMall,
YTO UMIIEPATOP AENCTBUTEIBHO MpUKa3aj ObICTPO PACIPABUTHCS C OaHOUTAMU, M MaxHYJ PYKOH,
pas3pelrB rBapauy BOUTU. ['Bapaus C COTHSIMU ITOBO30K, HAaIPyKEHHBIX COKPOBUILIAMY, HallpaBUIach
K UMIIEPaTOPCKOMY ABOPIIY.

Houbto TyMaH ObITT 0cO0EHHO T'yCTHIM. CTpPaXKHUKHY Y BOPOT, HaOmoas 3a COTHSIMU ITOBO30K C
30JI0TOM U JPAarolieHHOCTSMHU, CTOSIIIIUX ¥ BOPOT ABOPIIA, UCIBITHIBANIA CMECh 3aBUCTHU U
OecrmokolicTBa. [Jaxe B 071arONPUSATHHIN IeHb, BRIOPAaHHBIM aCTPOIOTaMU, TyMaH OBIJT CITUIITKOM
TyCTBIM. Be3 ycTHOTO IprKa3a UMIIepaTopa Uy ero IeYaT faxke UMIepaTOpPCcKasi rBapaus He Moria
BOMTH BO JBOPEI] HOUbI0. BCs rpymma Xmana BO3BpalleHUs IOHIIA, KOTOPHIH [T0MKeH ObIT TOTYYUTh
paspetenue. [I9TbCOT TBapAeNIEB MOTYa CTOSIIM Y BOPOT, YTO OBIJI0O HEOOBIYHO AJIST UX OOBIYHO
IIIYMHOTO TI0BeieHus. BeposiTHO, 3TO OBIJIO CBSI3aHO C HAMPSKEHHOM aTMOCGEepOH BO OBOPIIE B
nocyiefHue OHU. BcKope 13 OBOplia IPUILIEN OTBET: UMIIEPaTOp yXKe CIIUT, U UMIepaTpuiia TUYHO
IIprKa3ala, YToOs CcBafieOHbIe Maphl, KOTOPHIE OJIKHEI OBITh OTIIPABIEHE 3aBTPA C MIPUHIIECCOH,
OB JTOCTABIIEHEI BO IBOPEILl CETOMHS BeYepOM U IIOMEIIeHH B e€ mpuaaHoe. He momy4uB mpsiMoro
IIpUKa3a OT UMIIepaTopa, CTPAXKHUKY BCE elne Konebauch, HO TBapAus yKe Havalla TePSTh
TeprieHue. MiMrepaTropckas rBapaus Bceraa Oblla BLICOKOMEPHOM U UMeJIa CUJIbHYIO IIOAOEPKKY,
II03TOMY CTPakKHUKM HE OCMEJIMBaINCh UM IIepeduTh. B 3TOT MOMEHT 3aMeCTUTEeNlb KOMaHAMPa
reappaud XyaH YxkKaHb TPUOBLI C MHCIEKINEN, X CTPaKHUKK 00paTUINCh K HEMY 3a COBETOM. XyaH
UkaHb TOXKE He XOTes mpobiieM. ITU COKPOBHUIIA eCTBUTENIFHO BaXKHbI, U ¥ HUX €CTh IIPUKa3
MMIIePaTPHUIILI, TAK YTO Bpoae Okl BCE B mopsiake. Ho moueMy-To OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, UTO YTO-TO He Tak, U
IIpuKa3asl rBapeiiiaM 1mokKa3aTh CBOU OIIO3HABaTe IbHbIe 3HAKHU. [10cIe TIIaTenbHON ITPOBEPKU
0Ka3aJIoCh, UTO 3TO IEMCTBUTENIHLHO Ta CaMasi TPYIINa U3 MSITUCOT YeJIOBEK, OTIIPaBleHHas Ha
yHUYTOXKeHUe 6aHauTOB gHEM. HO 4TO XKe BCE-TaKu He TakK?

B rycrom TymaHe nuiia ObIIM egBa pa3nu4yuMel. OfUH U3 JIHAEPOB I'PYIIILL CIIPOCHIT:



— T'ocmioguH, 4TO CIy4YUIIOCH?

Moropoy ¥ 3BOHKUHM MyKCKOU ronioc. XyaH YxkaHb He y3Ha ero. C tex nop Kak YxaH Boii cran
KOMaHJWPOM rBapauu, XyaH UYxKaHb He yOessl ed MHOTO BHUMaHus, Tak 4TO [IOSgBJIeHUE
HE3HAKOMBIX MOJIOABIX JTI0fe ObII0 HOPMaIbHEIM.

— Huuero, — Xyan YxkaHb MaxHyJl pyKOU, pa3pellinB UM IIPOUTH.

[Tpu IpoBEpKe SIIUKOB, OTKPHIB MX, OHU YBUMNEIH JIWIITh CBePKAIOIIie COKPOBHIIA. Bce 3Hamu,
HACKOJIbKO OHM II€HHHI, I09TOMY IIPOBEepPKa Obllia IOBEPXHOCTHOM, ¥ IIOBO3KK OBLIM BIIYIIEHEI BO
IIBODEII.

2Ksub YsHIIMH BEpPHYIacCh B CBOM ITOKOHU, CHSIJIa POCKOIIIHOE TIIaThe U Hafesa (opMy UMIIEPaTOPCKOM
rBapaud. B TeMHOTe OHa cufesla Ha KPOBATH, TUXO OXKumasi. BHe3amHo spKuit cBeT MPOoH3uI He0Oo, U
2K3Hb YsHIMH BBHIIPBHITHYJIA U3 OKHA. TeHEeBble CTPaXy, CIIeUBIINE 3a Hel, 3aMEeTU/IN HeJlafHoe U
OpocuIHCE B TTOT'0HIO, HO OBUTH IIepexBauyeHbl Bcaguukamu YepHOTo 1epa, 3apaHee CIpPSITaBITUMUCS
3a mpeneiaMu pe3ueHIUY TPUHIIECCH. 3a CTeHOM Oeblii KOHb HEPBHO OuI KOMBITOM. 2K9Hb YaHIMH
cella Ha JIolIafb, OTJISTHYJACh U yBUeNa 3a co60ol BcamuukoB YepHOro mepa, ogeThX B hopMy
“MIepaTopcKou reapauu. OHM OBUHYNIUCH B CTOPOHY OBOpILA.

Bo mBopIle rBapOeiiisl, KOTOPhIE MOJIXKHEI ObIIM NOCTaBUTh COKPOBHUINIA B XPaHUJIKIIE, BHE3AITHO
VM3MEHUIIM MapUIPYT ¥ OTKPHIUIU SIIUKU. Vi3 HUX BBIIPBITHYIN COTHU OfETHIX B YEPHOE HAaEMHHUKOB.
['Bapmebl CHSIK CBOIO OPMY, U IO HEeW OKa3aJIUCh TaKKe Ke YEPHLIE OfeK[bl, KaK U y
HaEMHUKOB. THICTUM HAEMHUKOB BOPBaXCh Ha nup. [Tocnel u3 CHUl3nHa, He YCIIEB OIIOMHHUTHCS,
Opocunuck 6exKaTh, IHITAsICh CIIACTUCH OT Pe3HU. KpOBb, KPUKK U OTOHb HapYIIWIM TUIIHHY HOYHOTO
nBopiua. MMmepaTopckas reapaust OLICTPO coOpanack. YacTh oTIpaBuiach B [IBopeln KyHbHUH, YTOOR!
3alIUTUTh UMIIEPATOPa ¥ UMIIePaTPUIy, @ IpyTas YacTb MOIbITalaCh OCTaHOBUTh HAEMHUKOB. Ho ux
OBLIO ITOYTH THICSYA, U TBAPAUS He MOTJIa CIIPABUTLCS C HUMHU CpPa3y.

BecTh 0 6ecrniopsimkax BO ABOpIIE AOILIA 40 BOPOT. CTpaXKHUKHU B yXKace yaepKUBaIl UX, YTOORI
HUKTO HE CMOT IIPOpBaThCs. B 3TOT MOMeHT oHu yBupenu 2KaHub YsHYKO, CKAauylIero Ha OEICTPOM
KOHEe B CONPOBOXKAEHUHU OTpPsifia rBapaelieB. OH Kpudas u3naneka:

— OrtkpoiiTe BopoTa! I'Bapaus He CIpaBisieTCsd, UMIIepaTop U UMIlepaTpulla B ormacHocTu! A
OTIIPABJISIOCH 3a MOJKPENIEHNEM U3 TapHU30Ha!

B ero momHsTOM pyKe OBl 3HAK BiacTH. CTPaXXHUKY He TIOCMeJIU 3afiepKaTh ero, ¥ BOpoTa
OTKPBLUIUCH. B 9TOT MOMEHT Ha JOpOre MOSIBUICA €Leé OOUH OTPAA rBaphenies. 2KaHb UsHUXKO
obOpajioBacs:

— 3910 rocnonuH YxkaH BeOET mogkperieHre! BEICTPO OTKPO#TE BOPOTA, YTOOBI OHKM MOTJIA BOUTH!
Focmoguu YzkaH, moXkKasyicTa, OCIEIINTe BO ABOPel], YTOOH 3al[UTUTh MOETo OTIla U MaTh! A
OTIIPABIISAIOCH 3a TapHU30HOM!

CrpaxHuUKH, YBAOEB 3HAKOMOe JIUI0 YkKaHa, YCIIOKOUIIKCh, ¥ BOPOTa IMKUPOKO OTKPHUIUCH. EINE omuH
OTPSI XOPOIIIO BOOPYKEHHOM I'BapAUM BOLIET BO IBOPEL.
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