Bce B3rnsmbt OpuH yeTpeMieHs Ha L[3sH Cssomanst. OH OBICTPO epebpai B yMe BCe BO3MOXKHEIE
BApUAHTHI U, PEIINB PUCKHYTh, IIPUHSTT PellleHue.

OH Bepu B CI0KET POMaHa, BePHUJI B CBOU CIIOCOOHOCTH ITOMOTaTh APYTUM!

113575 CsioMaHb BHIIPSIMHUIICS BO BECh POCT, IIOCMOTPEJT IIPSIMO B T71a3a HACJIEOHOT0 IPUHIIA U
CIIOKOMHO, C YBEPEHHOCTbHIO IIPOU3HEC:

— Baiire BricouecTBO HEeIIpeMeHHO BCTYIIUT B 6paK C TOM 0CO00H, 1 BEI IIpoBegeTe BMeCTe BCIO 2KU3HbB,
OO CeabIX BOJIOC.

— Heyxenu?
— Ia, — orBeTun LI3sH CsioMaHb. — OfHa ITapa Ha BCIO XKU3Hb.

OH He 3HAJI, YeM 3aKOHUYMUTCS POMaH, HO OB YBEpEH, YTO 9TO He UCTOPHS O JTII0OOBHOM
MHOTOYTOJIbHUKE, Tie TJIABHBIE TE€POU TO XKEHSTCS, TO PA3BOISTCS, CHOBA CXOIATCS U PACXOMSITCS,
nepexuBast 66CKOHEUHEIE MyYEHHUS.

Ero B3rmsay OblT TBEPH, ¥ OH TOTOB OBLI, €CITM IPUHI] CHOBA HAYHET 3aflaBaTh BOMIPOCH, MPUOETHYTh K
KJISITBe Tepen HeOecaMu.

OmHaKo €ero CJI0Ba, Ka3aloCh, 3afie/lM YTO-TO B AyIle MpuHIa. ATMochepa HanpsizKEHHOCTHA BOKPYT
HacJe[HUKa IIPeCcToJia BOPYT paccesiach, a ero JIUIO, Ipexk/ie HalpsKeHHOe, 03apUIOCh YIILIOKOH.
[TpuHI CHOBa Havasl ITafiuTh KOIIKY, CUOSLIYIO ¥ HETO Ha pyKax, U HaXe C JIETKOU YCMeIIKOon
IIPOU3HEC:

— XOpOI.HO CKAd3adHO: O0HA IIdpa Ha BCIO XKHU3Hb.

— Brl — cymb0oHOCHAS MTapa, ¥ TOJIBKO CMEPTh CMOXKET Pa3IydyuTh BaC, — MPOmOIKuU LI3sH
CssoMaHb.

— IIpekpacHo, beccMepTHEIN TOBOPUT IIPEKPACHO.

YBupes, uTo yiapi0Ka IPHUHIA CTada Imupe, LI3sH CsioMaHb MOHS, YTO OIACHOCTh MUHOBAJIA, ¥ OH
CHOBa CMOXKET IPOMOJIXKATh HECTU CBOO uylth. OfHAKO PafioCTh €T0 ANUIach Henomnro. [IpuHI
TIOMHSIT OPOBBL ¥ C HACMEIITKOM CITPOCHIT:

— A ecnu B KOHIIE KOHLIOB BeCcCMepTHBIY BBIJIEYUT MOIO HOTY, YTO TOTHa?
31 CssoMaHb OIEIIHI.
— Torpga MHe IpUOETCs MPOBECTH BCIO XKKU3Hb C beCCMepTHBIM, He Tak JTu?

— 0-0-0, HET-HeT-HeT! JT0 HenpaBunbHO! — 11398 CAoMaHb 3aMaxasl pyKaMy, SBHO CMYTUBIINChH. —
Bame BricouyecTBo, He WIyTUTE Tak!

— Pa3Be beccmepTHEIN HE UCKYCEH B MeUIUHE?
— Ia! Ho mexny MHO#M 1 Bamum BricouecTBOM HET TakoM Cyab0b!
— Kakas cynp6a? Cynbp0a BCTymuTh B Opak? Kak MOXKHO 3HATh, €CJIA He TIoMpoOyels?

— Hert! Cynp6a BruteuuTh HOTy Batero BeicouectBa! TOT, KTO BEIZIEYUT Ballly HOT'Y, — XKEHIITMHA!



XKenmuna!

[TpuHI, BUAMMO, OB B XOPOIIEM HAaCTPOeHUH, U, BUAS, Kak LI3gH CssoMaHb KpacHEET OT CMYIIeHuUs,
peIIun MPOOOIXKUTh €r0 APa3HUTh.

li3au CsioMaHb y2Ke COBCEM 3amyTascs. Bce i Takue BIacTHBEIE XPOMITEI? TO TOTOBEL OTIIPABUTDH TeOS
Ha Ka3Hb, TO HAUMHAIKT LIyTUTh Ha IIyCThIE TeMBI!

OH sBHO O0neH, u He cnabo!
— Bame BricouecTBO, XBaTUT OAPa3HUTh becCMepTHOTO.

K cyacThio, MMIIepaTpHIla BMEIIaIach, IIOJI0XKKUB KOHEIl 9TUM ITyTKaM. ATMocdepa B UMIIEpPaTOPCKOM
cafmy crtasa ropasmo 0ojiee 0XKUBJIEHHOM, U MIPEKHSS HAIPSKEHHOCTD, HAllOJTHEHHAS CKPHITHIMU
yrpo3am#, yieTy4dunack. UMmepaTpuila cka3ana:

— Panee BeCCMepTHHﬁ TOBOPHUIJI, 4YTO B T€UYEHNE TPEX MECAILIEB ITOABUTCA YEJIOBEK, CBSI3aHHHIN C
BamuMm BricogecTBOM CYJIBGOfI. Korpa Hora IIpHUHIIA 6YI[eT BEIJIEYEHA, OH CMOZXKET BCTYIIUTH B 6paK

— [IpyTuie IpUHIEI TOXKE [TOCTUTIN BOo3pacTa I XKeHUTHOb. [IogeMy Obl He BOCIIONIb30BAThCS 3TUM
CIydaeM 4 He YCTPOUTH [1up cTa 1[BeTOB?

Ycneimas croBa «ITup cTa 11BeToB», 11318 CsioMaHb OKUBHUIICS.

[Tup cTa uBeTOB OBLT Ba2KHEIM MOMEHTOM B poMaHe «Kampu3aHast 60:KecTBeHHAasi BOPOBKA: BIACTHHIM
XPOMO¥ HaCJeMHBIN IPUHIT», TIe OTHOUIEHUS MEXMY TJIABHBEIMHU TePOSIMHU JOCTUTAIX HOBOTO YPOBHS,
¥ IIPUHII, HAKOHEIl, BCTaBaJl Ha HOTU. B clemyroIel riase 1mocje nupa repouHs JoJKHa Oblnia
BBIJIEUHTH HOTY IIPUHIIA, ¥ UMEHHO 3[eCh CUCTeMa 3aCTpsia.

[Tup cTa UBETOB, KaK CJIeAyeT U3 Ha3BaHUS, — 9TO MEPOIPHUATHE, T'e IPeaCTaBUTETH
MMIIePATOPCKOM CEMbH, a TaKKe YNHOBHUKY U UX NETHU MTOAXOMASIIEro Bo3pacTa CoOUPAIOTCs B MECTE,
TIOJTHOM I[BETOB ¥ PACTEHUM, UTOOHI ITPOBECTU BPEMS BMECTE.

[Ipo1ue roBops, 3TO CBUNAHUSA.

Ha nupy Haubryn Cro3, o61afatolnas HEBepOSITHON KPACOTOM repOMHU POMAHTHYECKOTO POMaHa,
3aTMEBAET BCEX OCTANIbHBIX [IEBYILIEK, CTABUT Ha MECTO TeX, KTO €/ He HPABUTCS, ¥ IPUBJIEKAET
BHMMAaHHE MHOXKECTBa 3HATHHIX MOJIOMBIX JTIOMEH.

Ha nmupy 6b1710 TOATOTOBIIEHO MHOXKECTBO MEPOIIPUSITHN, U MyKYKMHBI K30 BCEX CHJI CTapaIuCh
npuBeyb BHUMaHue HaubryH Ci03. Bupms, Kak 3a 00eKTOM ero HHTepeca yXaXKuBaloT IpyTHe,
HaCJIeHBIN IPUHI, ABUKKUMBIN YYBCTBOM COOCTBEHHUYECTBA, TOXKE pelllaeT IoKa3aThk ce0s, 4To
IPUBOMUT K OUEHb 0XKUBIIEHHOM CIIeHEe.

Xots [3gu CssoMaHb He NTOHKMMaJl, I0YeMy HUKTO He o0Opallaj BHUMaHus Ha To, 4To HauberyH Cio3,
SIKOOBI, BOCEMBECAT JIET, ¥ BCE IIBITA/INCh 3aBOEBATh PACIIONOXKeHKe 3ToU «6abyImKu», HO, €C/IA He
YUHMTBHIBATh 9TOT MOMEHT, CI0XKeT OBIJT HOBOJIBHO 3aHUMATEIbHEIM. OCOOEHHO TPOTaTeIbHEIM OBIIO TO,
KaK XPOMOM IIPUHII CMOT IIPEB30MTH BCEX OCTAbHBIX, KTO MOT 6eraTh ¥ IPHITaTh, YTO 3aCTABUIIO
1351 Csa0MaHs BOCXUILIATHCS €r0 CUJION AyXa.

I35 Css0MaHb C HeTepIeHneM XKaajl 3TOro MOMEHTa U CJIETKa KUBHYJI, BEIPpaXKas CBO€ COTrJjiaCue.

Wmnepatpuiia nobasuna:



— B03MO0OXKHO, UMEHHO Ha MNPy CTa IBETOB Baiie BricouecTBo BCTPETUT Ty CaMVYIO 2KE€HIIIUHY.

— Bupums, y Tebs ¢ Ero BricouecTBoM TOUHO HeT cyob0Obl, — Tux0 npoinenTan 2KyH YKo npuniecce
KOHBM9H. — BBl 3HAaKOMHI YK€ CTOJIbKO BPEMEHM, a OH BCE TaKOU XKe.

— A THI OTKyZa 3Haelllb, YTO 3TO He A? — TaK Ke TUXO0 OTBETHUJIa IpuHIlecca, OpOCUB B3TJIAL Ha
MIpUHIIa, HO, YBUEB, UTO OH C CaMOr'0 Hayaja He CMOTPEJI B ee CTOPOHY, He CMOTJIa CKPHITh
pa3oyapoBaHUS.

— Baitmre BricouecTBo, 4TO BB JyMaeTe? — CIIPOCHUJia UMIepaTpulia.

[IpuHI, HAXOOACh B XOPOIIEeM HaCTPOEHUH, Ha 3TOT pa3 IoAJepXKasl uneto, Cjierka KUBHYB:
— Torpa g oBepso 3TO UMIIEPATPHULIE.

obuBIIMCH CBOETO, UMIIEpaTPHIla yBeja ¢ 000 TPeThero MprHIla ¥ npuHIieccy KOHbM3H.

Psapom ¢ KycTamMu IMOHOB, I'Tie ellle HeJaBHO TOJIUINCH JIIOAU, TellePh OCTAIUCh TOJIHKO IIPUHI] 1
3au Csiomans. [Tocneguuit 3ametus, 4To Haubprys Cros Kyfa-To HCYe3yia, BUOUMO,
BOCITO/Ib30BABIIMCHL MOMEHTOM, KOTa BCe OBLIM 3aHSTH PA3roBOpaMu, YTOOH 3aHSATLCS CBOUM
BOPOBCKUM PEMECIIOM.

— Hmems Cso Cro3-11361? HeyKenu T Tak CKy4aellb II0 Hel, YTO He MOXKeIIb U MUHYTH 0e3 Hee? —
C JIETKOY YCMEIIKOU CIIPOCUII IIPUHII.

351 CssoMaHb, He TOHUMasI, YTO IPOUCXOIUT, OTBETUN:
— IIpocTo cMmoTpIO.

OH TOJBKO YTO MEePEeXKU HalpsSIKeHHbI MOMEHT, ¥ Telleph, pacCciIaOuBIINCh, TIOYYBCTBOBA
yCTaJoCTh.

C Tex TOp KaK OH HadaJl IPUTBOPSITECS BECCMEPTHEIM, OH XKUJT KaK CTapHUK, JI0XKach CIaTh B
ompefeneHHoe BpeMsi. Ceifyac Kak pa3 HaCTYIMJIO BPEMs €ro I0CiIe06eNeHHOr0 CHa, U, YBUAEB, YTO
ero IpUCyTCTBUE OOIbIle He TpeOyeTcs, OH COCIaCsa Ha He0OXOMUMOCTb BEPHYThCS K MIPAKTUKE U
otmpaBusica B baHio, mocTuramouyo Hebec, 4TOOb TOCIaTh.

351 CssoMaHb IIPOCIIaJl CIIMIOKOM HOOJITO 1 IIPOCHYJICA, KOT'ld YK€ CTEeMHEJIO.

[TpocHyBUINCH, OH OYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO YTO-TO HE TaK, Kak OyATO OH 4TO-TO 3a0bU1. OH OCMOTpECH,
HECKOJIbKO Pa3 ITepeBepHYJICS Ha KPOBATH, U TOJILKO YBUEB I'eHepasa Turpa, KOTOPHIY BEUIM3bIBAJI
IIEPCTh PANOM, OH BAPYT BCIIOMHMUII:

Ax! I'me ke M0s1 Komika!
Mumu 3abpan npuHi!
YTo XK, MpuageTcsa HaBeCTUTh [Bopel] YaH/I3 HOYLIO.

[Tepen Tem Kak BhIkTH, [I357H CsioMaHb BCIIOMHHJI, YTO B pOMaHe OBbLT 3TM30[ C HOYHEIM BU3UTOM BO
[BOpEIl... HO TYT e II0gyMaJl, 4YTO 3TO er0 He KacaeTcs.

¢ He TepOUHS, I IIPOCTO UAY 3@ KOIIKOM.



Benas TeHb BhIMIIBIIA U3 balHu, gocTuramoiel Hebec, ¥ HallpaBUIlach B CTOPOHY [IBopiia YaHna.

IBoper; Yaums OblJT 3aKpHIT, U Oeflasi TeHb, He Halfis 0TBETa ¥ BXOMla, HalpaBujach K APyroid CTOPOHE
[BOpILA.

IBoper Yauns BEITIAEN KakK IOM C IPUBUAEHUAMY, U BpeMs ero paboThl OBIJIO TaKUM XKe, Kak y
aTTpaklMOHa — T0CJie 3aKPHITUS OH OoJibille He mpuHUMaJ nocetuteneid. Ho L3su CsiomaHb 3Ha,
YTO KPOME I'JIaBHOTO BXOMla, BO ABOPIIE ORI ellle ¥ MaJeHbKUI BXOJI, Yepe3 KOTOPHIH 0ObIYHO
npoxopunia Hauerys Croa.

EMY 3aX0TeJIOCh ITPOAEMOHCTPUPOBATE CBOM HABBIKH, YTOORI TIIPpUHIT YBUOEJ, KaK OH MOXKeT
INOABIIATHECS U KUCUYE3aTh HE3aMETHO.

B anu3ome ¢ HOUHBIM BU3UTOM BO ABopel; Haubryn Cros neperesaa yepes3 CTeHy, CJIy4alHo yIiajia B
ropsg4Yuil UCTOYHUK U BCTpeTusa 2KyH THHA, KOTOPHIM KaK pa3 IPpUHUMAJI BaHHY, YTO IIPUBEJIO K elle
OJHOY UCKpPe MeX[y HUMH.

[I3sgu CsioMaHb 3HaJ, YTO 3TOT 3MU30[ IPOUCXOOUT B IPYTOe BPEMS, U OH HE BCTPETUT IIPUHIIQ,
IIPUHUMAIOIIEro BaHHY cerdac. [103ToMy OH CIIOKOKHO Halies To MecTo, rae Hauberys Cio3
nepesie3alia 4epes3 CTeHY, 1, UCIIOIb3ysd PYKU U HOTH, OBICTPO B300Opascs Ha Hee.

B KHUTe TOBOPUJIOCH, YTO 3@ CTEHOM HaXOOUTCS OTKPHITHIN TOPSYUN HCTOYHHUK, TI09TOMY OH
CIELMATbHO MTOIKOPPEKTUPOBAJT CBOE TI0JI0KEHNE, YTOOH HE IPHITHYTH IIPSIMO B BOMY.

B nonnoit TemHOTe 1[35H CsioMaHb IIPHITHYJI, [T0arasch Ha OLIyIIeHHUs.

Ho xak TOIBKO €ro HOrM ITOYyBCTBOBAJIM TEIJIO, OH IOHSJI, YTO BCE IIOIUIO He Tak.
— [Mnen!

— Ax!

I3ss1 CssoMaHb C TOJIOBOM IIOTPY3HUJICA B BOOY, OKA3aBIIKCh B ITOPsAYeM UCTOYHHUKE. OH B maHUKE
Ha4dal 6aanTaTBC5I, IIBITasACh BbI6paTBC${ Ha IMMOBEPXHOCTE.

VicToyHUK OKa3ascs cnuiukoM OombimuM! OH CIleIaabHO CMECTHIICS, HO BCE PABHO MPHITHYI IIPSIMO
B BOay!

LI3ssH CsioMaHb OBIT B OTYASTHUU. Bce OO He TaK, ymada sIBHO OTBEPHYJIACh OT HETO.
Heyxenu oH cefiyac BCTPETUT MPHUHIIA, IPUHUMAIOLIETO BaHHY?

— BeccMepTHBIN?

910 0510 cruirkoM. CTOMIO TOJIBKO TTOAYMaTh, KaK 9TO cpa3y mpous3onuio. LI3sH CsioMaHb CMUPUIICS
¢ cymb0O¥ ¥ TOIJIBIT K Kpalo UCTOYHUKA, TOe YBUAEN CBET, a II0J HUM CHfell IPHHII, CMOTPSIINAY Ha
HETo C He[JOyMeHueM.

YBumes, uTo npuHI ofet, LI3sH CssoMaHb 00pamoBaics:

— Trl He IpUHUMaeEIb BaHHY?



[TpuHI MOTHST OPOBE:
— T crienuanbHO IPHIEN TIOCMOTPETh, KaK g IPUHUMAal0 BaHHY?

— Her, ga... — Li3s# CssoMaHb OLICTPO Hallle] ompaBaanue. — f Habmoman 3a 3Be3gamMu 1
o0HapyKuJl, YTO BO BpeMsl KynaHus BaineMy BricouecTBy TpPO3UT YTOIJIEHHE, TIO3TOMY...
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