Kto 611 MOT ImogyMmarTsk, 9TO KOTEHOK CJIOBHO peninI IIOCTYIIUTh HallePEeKOp UM 000HM. EnBa ero
IIOMECTHJIN B 00BATHUS HaHBFYH C103, KaK OH CHOBa «MAYy>» 1 BHIIIPBITHYJI, CKPEIBIIKCE B I'YIII€ IIBETOB.

— il — 1131 CgoMaHb TYT XKe BCKOUMI. — BepHUCH!

KoTéHnok ucue3 B 11BeTax, u LI3gH CsoMaHb, HEMHOTO ITOPHIBIINCE B KyCTaX, TakK ¥ He CMOT ero HalTH.
Ero 06pa3 He O3B0 €My IPHITaTh U OeraTh B TOKMCKaX KOTa, TO3TOMY OH oOpaTuics K HaHberyH
C103:

— BricTpee nmomoru!

— OH Tak Tebs mobut, — neHuBo oTBeTuna Haubrys Cios, Jaxke He MBITASICh BCTATh, C M3NEBKOM
nobaBuB. — HaBepHsKa caM BEPHETCS.

— A ecnu oH 3a0nynutcsa? Benb nMmiepaTopckuii ABopel Takou 6ombimon! — LI3su CsiomaHb Hayan
COXKaJIeTh O CBOEM IMOCTyNKe. « MuMu OB eIllé TaKUM MaJIeHbKUM, a OH Y2Ke HCII0/Ih30BaJl ero Kak
uHCTPyMeHT. Kakoil ke oH 6eccepredHslii!»

Hanupryn Ci03, B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, He Oblsla 6eCUyBCTBEHHOM. YBUEB, Kak 1[3gH CsioMaHb I0OJI3a€eT 110
3eMmie, 30Bs «Mumu, MuMu», oHa BCE XKe MOJHSIAch, YTOOL TIOMOYEL MY B ITOMCKAX.

B HMIIEPATOPCKOM Cafy I'/laBHAs I'ePONHA U BTOpOCTeHeHHBIfI IIepCOHaZXK MY2KCKOTI'O II0JIa BMeCTe
nmoapazKajiu KOmMa4YybeMy MAYKAHEBIO.

— Msy-may? Mumu? — nossai L[3gH CoMaHb.
— ...May-mMsay-mMmsay? — oTo3Banack HaubryH Cioa.

[I3su CsioMaHb BCE OOIbIIIE XKaJleJl 0 CBOEM peleHun. «Eciu ObI KOTEHOK MOTEPSsIcsS BO [IBopile
Yana, Bcé Ob110 OBI ITPOIIE, Bedb TJIABHBIN I'ePOM C ero 30JI0THIM ITaJIbI[eM HaBePHSIKA CMOT OB
BEPHYTh €r0 B PYKH HACJIEMHOTO IIPHHIIa».

Ho ceiiyac KOTEHOK IIOTEPSIJICS B UMIIEPATOPCKOM cafy, rae ObUIM ¥ TOpHl, ¥ Bofa. Takoy MasleHbKUHN
Oesblit KOTEHOK MOT YIACTh B IPYA C JIOTOCAMHU UJIU 3aCTPSATh Ha OMHOM U3 UCKYCCTBEHHEIX TOpP. A TO
¥ BOBCE €T0 MOTJIA CXBAaTHUTh 3aUTPABIINECS CITyKAaHKU UITA €BHYXHU.

11371 CsioMaHb OBbIIT B OTYASTHUU. YOEIUBIIKUCH, YTO IIOOIN30CTH HUKOT'O HET, OH HBIPHY B TYIIY
IIBETOB.

970 OblTM T'YCTHIE THOHEL. 1350 CsioMaHb, clenys Mo MyTH, 110 KOTOPOMY y6exkas KOTEHOK,
TpoOupascs CKBO3b IIBETH], IIOCTOSTHHO IIPUTIYIIEHHO 30BS:

— Mumu? Mumn, roe TH? BepHuCs!

[TpogBurasich BIepEn, OH BHE3AITHO YCIIbIIIAT TOHKOe MsiyKaHbe Brepenu. O6pamoBaBUIUCh, OH
OBICTPO IIOIIOJI3 B TOM HAIPaBJIEHWH. ITO OBII KOHEI[ I[BeTOUYHOM T'PSbI, ¥, BEIIIOJI3as U3 HEE, OH
OKa3aJjICs Ha OTKPHITOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE.

— Mumn?
— May!

YcnrimaB oTBET KOTEHKA, L[3gH Csso0MaHb PafoOCTHO MOOHST rojioBy. Ho, TONHSB €€, OH yBULET IIepef
co0o¥t TeHb. PAIOM Cc MMOHaMU CUZeN HaCleHbIN IPUHII, OOETHI B YEpHOe. besblit KOTEHOK JIEHUBO



7exan y Hero Ha pykax, u, yBuzeB LI3siH CssioMaHsI, CHOBa MSYKHYII.

YBUeB HaclIeqHOTo PUHIlA, pagocTh L35 CsioMaHs MTHOBEHHO CMEHMIAch yKacoM. «Ilouemy
IPUHI 3ech? Pa3Be OH He momKeH ObIT OBITH 3amepT BO [IBoplile YaHI9, IOTPYKEHHBIN B CBOU
MbIcIu? HeyzKenu OH MOYyBCTBOBAJ, YTO TEPOUHS B UMIIEPATOPCKOM Cafly, ¥ IOCIIEIINI CIofa?»

«CHoBa caxap! Kak crmagko!»

Her! 11351 CsioMaHb, BHITTISIAEBINNY KpaliHe HEJTOBKO, OBII 3aMeY€eH MPUHIIEM, U MY 3aX0TEeJI0Ch
OTIIOJI3TH 0OPATHO B IIBETHL.

— BeccMmepTHEIH, TOXKaNyiCcTa, BCTaHbTe. Sl HEIOCTOMH TAKOTO MOYTEHUS, — C Y/TBIOKOM IIPOU3HEC
IPHUHII.

351 CssoMaHb TOJIBKO Ceidac 3aMeTHUII, YTO ero 103a HalloOMUHaJla ITOKJI0H, X MOCIEITHO ITOAHSJICH.

L1352 CgoMaHb CTOST Ilepen IBeTaMi, 6eCIIOMOIIHO OTPSIXUBAs IBIIb CO CBOETO Ja0CCKOT0
obnaudenus. OH XOTeJ YTO-TO OOBICHUTD, HO HE 3Hall, Kak, U, II0CJie NOITroX BHYTPeHHEN 60PLOEI,
IIPOCTO CKa3a:

— DTO MOH KOT.
— 41 3Ha10, — IPUHI] IOMAHWUI ero, YTOOHI OH IOIOIIEN OIuXKe.

L1351 CsoMaHb, He TOHUMas, YTO IIPOUCXOTUT, topomen. OH 3aMeTus1, YTO CeTOfHS Ha JIulle IpUHIa
Oblna yneiOKa. ETo ToHKKe TyObl M30THYJINUCH, a CerKa MIPUIIOAHSTHIE T1a3a CBETUIIUCH
HaCMEeIUIUBEIM 0JIECKOM, YTO IPUAABalio eMy 030PHOU BU.

[TpuHII CHOBa IIOMaHMII €T0, YTOOBI OH HaKTOHUIICS. L3578 CsioMaHb, TPUOIU3UBILKCE, TIOTYMAJ:
«3JTOT XpOMOH IeHCTBUTEIHHO KpacuB. Byab 51 HeBYLIKOM, HaBEPHOE, yKe OBl IIOTePSia CO3HAHKE OT
€ro KpacoThHL...»

LI3aH CsioMaHb He 3HaJI, 4YTO 3aAyMaJl IIPUHII, HO TOT NPOTSHYJ PYKY U IOTJIafuI ero I0 TOJIOBE.
I3gH CsioMaHb BOIIPOCUTEIBHO IIOCMOTPENI Ha HeTO.

[IpuHI TUXO paccMessics:

— lIBeTOYHas 3aKO0J/IKa Ha Balllel T0JI0Be KPUBO CTOUT. {1 IOMpaBIio.

[I3su CsioMaHb Ha MIHOBEHME 3aMep, a 3aTeM IIOHSJI, YTO, BHIIIOJI3asl U3 IBETOB, OH CIIyYalHO
BOTKHYJ ce0e B BOJIOCH yIaBIINY MUOH. [IpUHI] TPOCTO MOAIIYYHBal Hag HUM!

«80-1MeTHMM CTaApHUK C IIBETKOM B BOJIOCAX — 3TO HPOCTO IIO30p!»

L13ss1 CsioMaHb OBITT B y2Kace U OBICTPO OTCTYIIHII Ha HECKOJIBKO I1aroB, OMHOBPEMEHHO CpPhIBas
IIBETOK C TOJIOBHL. YBU[IEB, UTO 3TO GBI SPKO-KPACHHIN IIMOH, OH YyTh HE YMEP OT CThIfa.

— OH BHITTISIOUT HEIJIOXO0, 3aYeM CHUMaTh? — [IpuHn, riaas Ha 1I3sH CsoMaHs, yaei0ancs BCE mIupe.
— Kak tam rosoputcs? LIBeTH K nuily... 6eccMepTHOMY?

— 4... 9T0 cnyyanHo... — LI3gH CssomMaHb Hayasl 3allMHATLCS, €ro JIULO IOKPaCHEsIo, U OH He MOT
BLIMOJIBUTB HU CJIOBa. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH IPOTSHYJ PYKy. — BepHuTe KOTa.



[TpuHI, mepxkKa KOTEHKA, ITOTHSI OPOBb:
— Xouertms 3a6paTh CBOETO KOoTa? YMOJISH MeHS.
«IloroguTe, MOYEMY 3TO 3BYYUT TaK 3HAKOMO?»

«DTH CJI0BA HE MOJIXKHEI ObUTH OBITH afipecoBaHbl MHe! 11358 CsioMaHb OBII B TaHUKE, CIOXKET IOIIEN
He 110 niaHy! Takue BlacTHLEIE CJIOBa HE MOJIKHBI ObIIA MPOU3HOCUTLCS BTOPOCTETIEHHOMY
IIepCcoHaxy!»

[TpuHn, BupAs, Kak L[3ssH CsioMaHb KpaCHEET OT BOJIHEHHUS, HAXOOU/ 3TO KpaliHe 3a0aBHEIM.

CeropiHsI OH BHE3AITHO PEIIXJI MPOTYISATHCS B UMIIEPATOPCKOM Cafly, YTOOH pa3BesThCs. EqBa oH
pucesl, Kak K HeMy nogbexKan MaleHbKUY KOTEHOK. OH HEMHOT'O ITIOUTPaJjl C HUM, a 3aTeM YCIIBIIIan
IIyM B LIBeTaX. B MrHOBEeHME OKa Iepef] HUM IIOSIBUIICS MaJIeHbKUY OeCCMEPTHHIN, BHITIE3AOIIHI U3
KYCTOB.

ManenbKuit 6eCCMEpPTHRIN pacTPEA BOJIOCH, a BhTIe3as, eIlé ¥ MIyKHYJI Mapy pas, Kak
3a0 Ty IMBIIMICS TIyIEeHbKUHA KOTEHOK. Oco6eHHO 3a6aBHO OBIIIO TO, YTO Ha €T0 TOJI0BE KPACOBAICs
KPACHBIN IIMOH, YTO JEeJIajI0 ero BHITJISAETh TIYIIOBATHIM, HO MUJIBIM.

HpI/IHI_I He IIOHKUMaJI, II0YeEMY 3TO €ro Tak paayeT, HO, T'JIAOd Ha I3su CssoMaHs, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAII
HGOGLHCHI/IMYIO PapgoCTh M HE yoep2KaJiCd, 4TOOBI HE IIOOPa3HUTE €ro.

OpgHako, IIpexpae 4eM OH yCIIeJI 9YTO-TO CKa3aTh, IIOABUJIICA npyroﬁ rojoc.

— BeccMmepTHbI#, Hameéencs nu Kot? — Hauberysn Cro3, He Hals KOTa, pelllnia BepHYThCS K LI3gH
CsioMaHIO.

— Kot 3mecs! — YBupges repoutio, 1I3ssa CssoMaHb IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO CIIACeHUe OIU3KO0, U XOTET,
yTOOBI IIPUHI] CHOBa ITPOM3HEC CBOM BJIACTHHIE CJIOBA.

[Tpunn, yumes, uto HaueryH Cios u Li3saa Csiomans BMecTe, a L[3gH CssoMaHb, 3aMETUB €€, 3aCUST
T7la3aMHU U faxe YIbsI0HYICS, MTHOBEHHO HaxMypuJics. Ero xopoiiee HacTpoeHue UCYE3O.

«OH 3a0BIJ1, YTO ITOT JOKHBEIA O€CCMEPTHEINA OB TIOOHUTEIEM KEeHIITHH >,

«[Ipu cBETE OHS, BCTPEUYASCh CO CITyKAHKOH B UMIIEPATOPCKOM Cafly, 9TO OBIJI0 JOCTATOYHO MJIsS
Ka3HU».

— Kak muno, Cs0 Cro3-13H TOXKE 3[eCh, — XOJIOOHO l'IpOI/I3HéC IIPpUHII.

— Cso Cro3-113b1, 3a6epu cBoero Kota, — obpartuscs L[3sgu Csaomans kK Hauerys Cio3, mHTasCh
BEPHYTH CIOXKET K U3HAYaIbHOMY Pa3BUTHIO.

— O? Brl mepXKuTe OJHOI'0 KOTa Ha ABOMX? — ['0JI0C MIPUHIIA CTall eIl€ X0I0IHee.

[13su CsioMaHb, He 0CO3HaBas HafiBUTralolleics Oefbl, MpofoIKan cMoTpeTh Ha Haubrys Cio3,
IIONTAJIKUBAA €€ K OeHCTBUIO.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OOIU30CTH pa3pancsd 1myMm, 1 IIOCIBIIIAJICA I'OJI0C:

— bpar, TH TOXE 30€eCh?



LI3siH CssoMaHb 006EpHYJICS ¥ YBUAEN TPeThero npunia, 2KyH Yxa.

2KyH YK5 OB OfleT B CUHUU IIETKOBLIM XajlaT, MOAIO0sICaHHEYM He(PUTOBHEIM IT0SICOM, Ha HOTax —
POCKOIIIHEIE CAllOTy, a Ha F'0JI0Be — 30JI0Tasi KOPOHA, YKpallleHHas AparoleHHbIMU KaMHSAMU. OH
BBITJISIZE]] KaK HACTOSALIUY apuCTOKpaT.

OH s K HUM C OPYTOi CTOPOHEI ITMOHOB, YTbIOASICh:
— He oxuman BcTpeTuTh Te0s 3mech, Opar.
2Kyn Yzk9 OB KpACHB, U €T0 MOSIBIIEHKE HEBOJILHO IMPUBJIEKAI0 BHUMAaHME.

Ho, kak ¥ B IPOIUTHIH pa3, HECMOTPS Ha CBOIO IIPUBIIEKATEIBHOCTD, OH H3JIy4a aypy
BTOPOCTEIIEHHOT0 IIepPCOHaXa. B To BpeMs Kak ero 0paT, CUASIINY B YEPHOM, 063 U3/IUIIECTB, C
INepeBsIHHBEIMHU CAHJAIMSIMK Ha HOTAX ¥ BOJIOCAMY, COOPAaHHBEIME ITPOCTOM BEPEBKOM, BCE PAaBHO
U3/1y4as aypy IJ1aBHOTO reposi.

— Kak M1JI0, — XOJIOMHO IIPOU3HEC IPHHII.

— BeccmepTHEI ToXKe 3pech? — KyH UYxka no3poposancs ¢ Li3ga CssoMaHeM, OOHOBPEMEHHO
3aMeTyB Haubryn Cio3 1mosagu Hero. — A 3to...

XKyn Yk, yBueB HeBepOATHO KpacuBylo Haubrys Cr03, OTKPELUI POT OT U3YMJIEHUS, €T0 I'1a3a
3aCTHIIM, ¥ OH He MOT 0TOPBaTh OT He€ B3rfAfa. OH CTOS B OLleIIEHEHUH, IIpeX/e YeM HaKOHeI]
TIPUIIEN B ce0sT ¥ CIIPOCHUIT C YITHIOKOM:

— Korpa xe y 6eccMepTHOT0 IOSIBUIACh TaKas KpacaBula?
— Kpacasuna? — IIpuHI yCMEXHYIICS, U HEIIOHATHO, YTO ero 3afeo.
[13sa8 CsiomMaHb, Habmofas 3a 9TUM, YyBCTBOBAJ, KaK ero cepple OelleHo KOJIOTUTCS.

«I'TaBHBIN TepOM, TePOUHS ¥ BTOPOCTEIIEHHBIN ITePCOHax) coOpauch B OTHOM MECTe — 9TO OBIN
HACTOSIINHI am».

B pomane Toxe OblNa ClieHa, Te OHU TPOe BCTPeYaliuch B UMIepaTopckoM cany. Torga Hauerys Cios
U [IPUHI] CIIOPUJIX KU3-3a KAaKOU-TO ePYH[HI, U UX CIIy4YalHO BCTPETHUJI TPETUY NPUHL. TpeTu NpuHIL
yxe Ov11 Biio67eH B HaubryH Ci09 U BOCIIOIB30BaJICS UX CCOPOM, YTOOH! IPUTTIACUTH €€ IIPOTYAATHCS
Y [IOTOBOPUTb.

[TpuHI ¥ TPETUM IPHUHII C IETCTBA OBI/IM COTIEPHUKAMHU, U OH HE MOT II03BOJIUTh TPETHLEMY IIPUHILY
YBECTH e€ y Hero Ha ria3ax. OH ckasan Hauberys Cio3: «Eciu 0CMeNUIIbCS YATH, TOIPOOYi».

HaHBFy'H Cro9, HaXonsaCh B THEBE, 6p0c1/1na Ha HEeTO B3TJIAA U yIIjila C TPEThUM IIPUHIIEM.
HpI/IHI_I CMOTPEII Ha UX yXoOdIique (bI/ITypr C MPAYHEIM BEIPa2KE€HHUEM, KIIAHACH, YTO OHH IIOZKAJIEIOT 00

9TOM.
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