— Ia, Bemb 3meck becCcMepTHEIM, — yCIbINIaB 3TU CioBa MMmepaTputibl, UMmepaTop CMEHHUI XMypoe
BEIpaZKeHUe Ha yNbIOKy 1 moBepHyJcsa K 2KyH Yxka. — Kcratu, Kak y Te6s1 ¢ yUeHUEM, TPeTuii?

— Oremn, He crnpamuBaiTe! — 2KyH YK3, KaK TOIBKO peyb 3axonuna 06 yuebe, HauMHal XkKaloBaTbCs
U TYT XKe IOTSIHYJICS K yroleHusaM. — [laBaiiTe Iydlle eCTh!

— Bamre BenmuuecTBo, cipocuTe TpeThero! OH KaXObld IeHb OeraeT 6e3 mefna U He YIuTcs! —
FOHBM9H He YIIyCTHJIa BO3MOXKHOCTH ITOCTAaBUTL CBOETO JBOIOPOTHOTO OpaTa.

— HepasHo crpiman, Kak YK33p feknaMupyeT, YK93p, IPOUTH OTLy, — C YIIBIOKOM CKa3aia
HWmMnepatpura.

HmnepaTop Takxke yIBIOHYIICS:
— IlaBaii, oTell XOUeT MPOBEPUTH TBOU 3HAHUS!

Emé TombKO 9TO TOBOPUITM O HACJIEIHOM IIPUHIIE C TPYCTHIO, HO IIPOIIJIO BCETO TPYU MUHYTHI, U
aTtMocdepa CHOBa CTajla BECEJIOH.

— Vxe Bpems 00efia, 51 IpUKa3aia IPUTOTOBUTH 00ef], — cKa3aja MMnepaTpuiia.

Cpenu mHS, 110 IpUKa3y MMrepaTpulibl CIyTy Hadalu 1ofgaBaTh 671i00a, OfHO 3a OPYTUM 3allojTHSs
CTOII.

[Toka cnmyru npoponkany nogasath eny, UMnepaTtop noepHycs K L3sa CgomaHmo:

— KcraTu, BeccMepTHEIH, a e Ball aobumell? 4 gaBHO XOTeJ YBUAETh JieTeHAapHoro ['eHepasa
Turpa.

— 910 TUrp? — KyH YK3 CHOBa OKUBUJICH.

I3aH CsioMaHb HEMHOTI'O 3aAyMaJics, HO, yCIblaB ronoc XKyHs 4Yxa, BepHysics K pealbHOCTU. OH yKe
OBLI TOTOB K 3TOMY BOIIPOCY, CJIeTKa IOOHSJI PYKY, II03BOJIUB PYKaBYy JAOCCKOTr0o 001a4eHuss HEMHOTO
CIOJI3TH, 00HAXKUB I'TaIKYI0 PYKY.

OH cKa3ai:

— Tl'enepan Turp Bce ere B barmrHe, mocturaroiei Hebec, s ceivac m030By ero, 4Tobsl Barte
BenuuecTBO MOT €ro yBUOETD.

B 3TOT MOMEHT ero pyku Oblnu nycTh. OH B357 candeTKy, KOTOPYIO CIyzKaHKa MPUTOTOBUIIA [T
TOCTel, CBePHYJ €€ B JIafIOHHU, 3aTeM CxKaJjl 00e pyKu. B cnenyioiiee MTHOBeHHE OH pPa3Bel JIafioHu, U
Ha HUX ITOSIBUJICS MaJIeHbKUU PHIKUU KOT.

— 9T0... — BCe 3aMepiu B usdymnenuu. OTKyna B3sscs KOT? B pykax becCcMepTHOr0 TOIBKO YTO
HUYero He OBITIo.

— BeccMepTHBIH, KakK BH 3TO caenanu? — gaxe FOHEM9H, KoTopas 60siy1ack KOTOB, OblIa TOpaXxeHa.
[13su CsioMaHb yIBIOHYJICS, HO HUUEro He OTBETHJI, U B35JI KOTa Ha PYKHU, JTACKOBO IIOTJIaKUBas €ro.

PrI2Kero KoTa BHE3AIMHO Pa30yauiIu, OH COHHO IOTSHYJICS, IIIePCTh Ha TOJIOBE CIeTKa B3hePOIIHIaCh.
Ho oH 6511 m0OPOOYIIHEIM U, faxke pa30yKeHHBIN, He CEPAUIICS, CBePHYJICS KIIyOKOM Ha pykax LI3siH
CsioMaHs ¥ HayaJl BEUIU3BIBATH CBOO LIEPCTh.



— 910 u ecTh ['enepan Turp? — HMimmepaTop ¢ ynbI0KOM TOCMOTPENT Ha MaJIeHbKOTO PHIZKEro KoTa. —
4 nymar, 3To 60MbLIION TUTD.

— KT0 cKazan, 4To 9710 He Turp? — LI3sH CgomaHb Hadyajl TOBOPUTh C CEPhE3HBIM BUAOM. — ITO
0COOBIN BUM TUT'PA, KOTOPHIM BHEIIHE ITOX0XK Ha KOTa.

B 3TOT MOMEHT KOT 3E€BHYJI U TPOMKO MAYKHYII.

— ...JlaXxe 3BYK II0X0XK Ha Kolmayui, — npopoxkui LI3sa Csiomans. — Ho ecnu mpucMOTpPEThCS,
MOKHO YBUOETh, YTO OH M3JIy4aeT LIapCTBEHHYIO aypy BIIa[bIKU 3BEPEH.

[13sau CsioMaHb IOOHSI KOTA MOBHIIIE, ¥ TOT, UCIIYTaBIIKACh BHICOTHI, Kal00HO MIyKarl.

— CnplluTe, PHIK TUTPA.

1131 CsioMaHb BHITJISIEN HACTOJIBKO CEPLE3HBIM, YTO BCE IIOBEPUIIN €MY, KUBas C IOJTyTIOHUMaHUEM.
L13ss1 CsioMaHb OITyCTUJ KOTA, IOHKMas, YTO 3TOT PAyH[ OKOHYEH.

Brioma yxe 1nomanu, ¥ 0ecsaTOK OJII0[ 3all0JIHUIM KaMEHHBIHM CTOJI, apoMaT eJbl HAallOJIHUJT BO3OYX.
WmnepaTpulla ykasajia Ha OGHO U3 GIiof:

— Baite BenudecTso, B HpOI.TIJ'IBIfI Pa3 BEI CKa3aJik, 9TO 3TO 6J'II-0I[0 N3 BOCBMH COKPOBHIIl YTKH BaM
IIOHPABHUIIOCH, IIO3TOMY 4 CEeTrOOHA CIIeIHNAJIbHO IIPHKA3dJla II0BAPY IIPUTOTOBUTE €T0 OJId BacC.

— §1 UMb YIOMSIHYTI, @ BB 3alIOMHUNK, — C YIOBONLCTBUEM YNHIOHYICS MMnepaTop. — Kcrary,
FOubpM3H, a TBoe m106uMoe 6110710 U3 I3BIKOB (heHUKCA TPUTOTOBUIIN?

— Koneuno.
— 9M, oTel], a TOYEMY BBl He CIIPOCHUJIH, €CTh JIL MOe JiobumMoe 6J1romo?

LI3au CsioMaHb CHAeN C KOTOM Ha pyKax ¥ Ha0miofas, KaK OHU BCe BECEJISITCS, CHOBA HEMHOTO
OTBJIEKASCh.

3ametuB Mondanue 11351 Csaomans, UmmepaTop cKasan:

— BeccMmepTHEIM, TONPOOYHTE, ¥ BaC HET HUKAKWX OTPaHHYEeHUN B efle, BEPHO?

11351 CgaoMaHb He OTBETUJI, ¥ MIMIlepaTop [I03BaJl €ro elle pas, Ipexae 4eM TOT OYHYJICH:
— Yro?

— V¥ Bac ecTh 4TO-TO, YTO BHl He emuTe? — C moOpPOTO# moBTOPHUA MMmIepaTop.

— Her... Huyero... s... — [I3sH CsioMaHb 3aMHYJICS, 3aT€M TUXO CKa3al. — CeromgHs st co6II0aa0
1ocT, 61arofapio 3a Bally Ko6POTY, HO 00eq MHE He HyXKeH.

351 CssoMaHb ITOTHSIICS, KHUBHYIJI BCEM U yIIeJI C KOTOM.

Bce nmpoBoxanu B3rIsAA0M ypansomerocs LI3ss Caomans, 3Hasi, 4YT0 becCMepTHBIM — YeJI0BeK CO
CTPAHHOCTSIMHU, ¥ He TIPHUIAIN 3TOMY 3HAUeHHs, IPOI0JIKasi Beceso obemaTs.

ITokunmas OBOpe€EL, ]_[35{H CsioMaHBb He CTaJl I0JIb30BaThCs MaJJaHKMHOM, OH XOTeJI IIPOCTO IPOTYIATBECA



OJIMH.

OH Open o UMIIEPAaTOPCKOMY ABOPITY, AepXka KOTa Ha pyKax. B aTo BpeMs o0efa CIIyTH U CITyKaHKH
OBLTH 3aHSITEI CBOUMHU 00SI3aHHOCTSIMM, ¥ Ha fopore OblT TONMBKO LI3stH CsioMaHb.

Korga HUKOTO He OBIJIO PSIOOM, €T0 JIUI0 ITOTEPSII0 BEIPaXKeHue 3aragoyHOCTH, KOTOPOe OH
O OePKUBAJ.

OOBIYHO YyTh IPUIIOTHSTHIE YTOJIKY I'y0 OIYCTUIIUCH, OPOBU HaXMypPHUIKUCh, OOJIbINKE TJ1a3a CMOTPEN
BHU3, CJIOBHO OH BOT-BOT 3aIljlayer.

OH 3ackyyan 1o 6abymike u gegylKe.

['nsps Ha TO, KaK Beceso IIPOBOAUT BpeMsi ceMbsi MiMnepaTopa, OH He MOT He BCIIOMHUTEL CBOMX
0a0yIKy U geqyLIKy.

Y Hero Toxke ObLIM TaKHe BpeMeHa, OHU XK 6efiHO, Ho OalyIlKa U fefyliKa BCceraa MOMHUIM, YTO
OH I0OUT, ¥ OHU COOUPAIUCh BMECTE, eJIU IIPOCTYIO ey, HO ObLIM cYacTiauBee MmmnepaTopa.

Ho 6a0ymku ¥ meqyIky He CTaslo, a caM OH TaWHCTBEHHEIM 00pa3oM morub 1 oKa3asics B 3TOM
HEe3HaKOMOM MecCTe...

[I3su CssoMaHIoO cTano He Io cebe, oH e 0e3 1jeIH, oKa balrus, mocturamwinas Hedec, He
OKa3aJjach B M0OJIe 3PEHMUS.

OH xoTen BEPHYTLCA U IIOCIIATH, YTOOHI, IIPOCHYBIINCH, CHOBA B3ATHCA 3a 3ada4y CBECTHU I'TaBHBIX
Trepoes. XO0Ts moMa 0CTaJiCSd TOJIBKO OH, OH BCe PaBHO XOTEJI BEPHYTHCA.

HpOXOJIH MHUMO ,[[Bopua Yauns, o YBHUOEII, YTO BOPOTA MO-IIPEXKHEMY 3dKPHLITEI.

OH BcioMHMI 0e3KM3HEHHBIN BUL [IBopiia YaH/Is ¥ BAPYT MIOYYBCTBOBAJ, YTO HACIETHBIN IPUHI]
ToXe HecyacTeH. OH MOTePsIT MaTh B IETCTBE, OTEll JKeHUJICS Ha MHOXKECTBe KEeHIIUH, POIUIT
MHOZKECTBO CHIHOBEH, a Temepb, ¢ O0IbHOM HOT'0M, OH IIPOCTO XK[ET IMOSIBJIEHUS TJIaBHON MePOUHHU.

3su CsioMaHb yxke OblT coBceM OTM3KO0 OT BalHu, HO, momyMaB 00 9TOM, pa3BEPHYJICS U BEPHYJIICS K
IIBopuy Yaums.

— Bame BricouecTBo, beccmepTHEii mputies, — Bo [IBopie Yauns Tyn ['yaH cooOmun HacliefHOMY
MIPUHILY.

— 3a4yeM OH mpuien?
— OH cKa3aJl, 4To X04YeT IT0Ka3aTh BaM 0OJIBIIIOT0 TUTPA.
BrIno monieHs aBrycTa, CONHIIE Nalnuiio, HAllOTHSAST KMIIEPAaTOPCKUM TOPOf JKapoM.

JInmb [IBopel; YaHm3 ocTaBascsl B TEHH, U TaM He OBIIIO XKapKo, a flaXke YyBCTBOBAJIACh JIerkKas
mpoxyaja.

3su CstomaHb mpuriacuiy Bo [IBoperr Yauma, 9To OBIT €T0 BTOPOM BU3UT, U OH BHITJISIAEI TaK XK€,
KaK ¥ B IIPOLIIBIN pa3: TUXUM U IYCTHIHHEIM. B orpoMHOM [BOPIlE, Ka3anock, Obiin TonbKo 2KyH TuH
u Tyn I'yaH.

— Barmre BricouecTBo, beccMepTHEBINM TpUIIIET.



LI3ssH CsioMaHb YBUOEI HACIeOHOTO MIPUHITA, KOTOPHIN, KaK M PaHbIle, ObUT OET B JIETKYI0 0y
OHeX[y, CUMAS 3a CTOJIOM, Kak mpu3pak. ETo KpacuBoe JUII0 BEITISIAETI0 MPAYHBIM.

— HacrnenHEBIM IPUHL, B YKe [IOENIN?
L13au CsioMaHb ceji, KaK OyATo ObIJI CBOMM, & HaCJIeqHBIM IPUHI] XOJI0OMHO OTBETHUII:
— 41 xaK pa3 cobupascs, a Tl IPHUIIE]T.

Cron Ov1n nyct, u 113555 CsioMaHb ITOAyMaJl, YTO HaCJIeHbIH IIPUHI] €CT BO3[AYX, KaK BAPYT PSIAOM
TIOSIBUNIUCH OJIeJHBIe PYKH, 6€33BYYHO II0JI0KHUBIINE Ha CTOJ gBa Omiofa. LI3sH CsioMaHb B3IPOTHYI,
o0epHycs u yBUmel, 4yTo 3T0 pyku Haubrys Cio3. OHa cTosi/Ia 3a HUM C 6eCCTPaCTHEIM BhIpaKEeHUEM
JIUIIA, €€ KPaCHBOe JIUIIO B IJIOXO OCBeleHHOM [IBopiie YaHI9 BHITTISIAEIIO 37TOBEIIUM.

[TpekpacHas mapa, HO celyac OHU ObITM MOX0XKHK HAa OyMazKHBIX KyKOJ, U LI3ssH CssoMaHb
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3TO HEXOPOLIIO.

OH mogyMaJl, YTO eT0 HEIHEITHHI CTaTyC U BO3PACT [ealoT ero 4eM-TO BpOofie JeyIIKHA HAaCIeqHOTO
IPHUHIIA, ¥, KaK [IeyIIKa, OH JOJIXKEH XOPOIII0 BOCIIUTATh 3TOT'0 BHYKA.

Ho npexpe yeM oH mpunyMal, Kak HauaTh, OH 3aMeTHUII gBa 671ofja Ha CToJIe: OMHO OBUIO OBOIIHBIM,
IpPyTroe — MSICHBIM.

Ecnu 651 LI3stH CsioMaHb TOIBKO YTO HE BU[IEN [EeCITKU U3BICKAaHHBIX 01101 y MIepaTpuilsl, OH Ob
ogyMaJl, YTO 9TH [Ba Oioma OBUIN B3STH C KAKOW-TO YIMYHOM JIaBKHU. [lake efa B IIKOJIbHOM
CTOJIOBOU BLITJIANE A 00jiee mUTaTeIbHOM.

— HacnepHslii IPUHIL, BB €IUTE TOIBKO 3TO?
— MHe mocTaToO4HO.

— BaMm HyXHO ecTb 0oJibllle, BH ellle pacTeTe, — LI3saH CsioMaHb TOCMOTPETT Ha CTIOKOMHOE JIUII0
HaCJIEOHOTO MPUHIlA ¥, BCIOMHUB, YTO MMIepaTpulia, BeposiTHO, He moouT XKyH TuHa, TUXO
crnpocuin. — OHH... ype3aay BaM ITauKu?

HacnengHbll IPUHI y2Ke TOQHS aI0YKHY, HO, YCHIBIIIAB 3TO, 3aMepP ¥ X0JI0HO ITOCMOTpen Ha LI3sH
CsoMaus.

1131 CsioMaHb IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO B IJla3aX HACJAEOHOTO IPHUHIA OH YBUOE 00Uy, ¥ eMy CTaJio
Xkanko. OH CHOBa cKa3all:

— B Baurne, gocturatouiei Hebec, efa XopoIasi, laBaiiTe BIpenb OyieM eCTh BMeCTe.

— Moxert, nouneM ceriyac? [lemymika yrocTUT Te0sl KypUHOU HOKKOM!

— Tyn I'yan! [IpuKaxu mogaTth elle HeCKONIbKO Omion! — HacnenHbIN IPUHII, He BhIep&KaB
3aboTnuBoro B3rnsmga LI3su CssoMaHs, cKa3an. — beccMepTHBIM, CerogHs Bl TOBOPUTE CITUIIKOM
MHOTO.
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