[IlecTBuUe, COMPOBOXKABIIEE XKUBOTO O0Ta, IPUBIIEKIIO BHUMaHNE MHOXKECTBA ITPOCTOIIOAUHOB,
KaXK[Ibli 13 KOTOPHIX XKaxXKIaa YBUAETh, KaK JKe BRITJIIOAUT 9TOT OeccMepTHRINA. K coxKaneHuo, 3TOT
MA0CCKUM MacTep ObLT CIIelaIbHO IIPUTJIallleH UMIIePaTOPOM [IJIsi HACJIeMHOT0 MIPUHITA, ¥ ¥ HUX He
OBLIIO HU MaJleHIel BO3MOXKHOCTH €TI0 YBUIETE.

Bo mBoplie, yCBIIIaB BECTh O MPUOBITAY XKUBOTO 60Ta, BCe MPUILIIU B BOTHEHKEe. Kaxkblii C
HeTepIeHUEeM BHITSATHBA 11I€10, HaflesCh IIOCKOPee YBUAETD JIETeHIapHOr0 66CCMEPTHOTO.

— Bame BricouecTBo, KuBOU O0r, mpuriameHHbi Ero BenmmuecTBoM, mprOBLIT BO JBOPEL], — THUXO
IIPOM3HEC MOJIOJION CTPAaXXHUK, oOpalasck K mupme B [IBopiie YaHis.

IBepu u okHa [IBopiia YaH/s OBISIM HATTTYX0 3aKPHITH, ¥ HU OJUH JIYYUK CBETa He IIPOHUKAJl BHYTPE.
OrpomHEBIY 3aJ1 OBIT IYCTHIHEH U X0JI0fleH. EQUHCTBEHHBIM UCTOYHUKOM CBeTa Oblla 3aKKeHHas 3a
IIMPMO¥ CBedYa, SIPKOe IJTaMsi KOTOPO¥ 0TOpackBajIo TeHb YeJI0OBEKA Ha IIUPMY.

— 2KuBoi 60r? — pa3fascs rojaoc u3-3a MUpPMbL. — TOJIBKO OB He 0Ka3asiCsl MOIIEHHUKOM.
— l'oBoOpAT, OH y&Ke mocTur 6eccMepTusi yepe3 COBEPIIEHCTBOBAHME. ¢ TaKXkKe CIIBIIIAJ O er0 ClIaBe.

— HpaBna? Torma s gonxkeH BCTPETUTLCA C 3THM 2KHUBBIM 601"0M, — C JIETKHUM CMEIIKOM IIPOHU3HEC TOT
YeJioBeK. — BO3MOXKHO, OH CMOXKET BEIJIEYUTh MOU HOTH.

Tem BpemeneM L3518 CsioMaHs HeCIu BO gBopell. Ha mpoTsiKeHuu BCEro MyTU ero CPEACTBO
IepeBUXKEHNSI MEHSI0Ch HECKOIBKO pa3: CHaydasa OH IIeJl MEeIIKOM, 3aTeM eXaJll B MaJleHbKOU
II0OBO3Ke, ITIOTOM B OOJIBIIIONM, U, HAKOHEII, ero OCTaBUJIU B MTaJlaHKMHEe, KOTOPBIA HEC/IH IIeCTHaAaTh
YeJI0BeK.

BayTpu nanankuHa 11351 CgoMaHb, 00HHMas KOTa, TO U fiesio apeMas. OH He OBl IUIIEeH BOJTHEHUS,
HO, ITPOBE[IS BCIO HOYH B IIOTOHE 3@ KOTOM, OH OBbIJT HACTOIBKO YTOMJIEH, YTO APEBHUM TPAHCIIOPT,
IIOKQYMBASICh, CJIOBHO YKAYHBAJI €r0, U OH HE MOT YCTOSITh ITepef CHOM.

— BeccmeptHsi! BeccmepTHBId!

YcnrimaB Kpuky, 11358 CssoMaHb ITOCIENTHO OTKPHII T'Mla3a. ETo Boock OBIIM pacTpenaHsl, a Ha
IIOKPaCHEBIIUX IIeKaX OCTaJIuCh CJIeAbl OT IIOAYIIKY, HO OH HUYEero He 3aMeydall, JIUIIb IPOBeJl PyKOU
II0 JIUILY U, BCe ellle COHHLIY, BHIIIEN U3 [TajlaHKUHa.

Bce YBUOEIIN, KaK Oenas PYKa OTKHHYJId 3dHAaBECKY ITaJIaHKKWHaA. PYKa CJIerKa B3MaxXHYyJla, YXBAaTUJIdCh
3a 9YTO-TO, ¥ JIMIIb 3aTeM TEeJIO MEOJIEHHO IIOSABUIIOCE HAPYXKY.

Benwlil — BOT IlepBOe BlieYaT/ieHUe, KOTOPOe XKUBOU 00T mpou3Ben Ha Bcex. OH OblT 001aueH B
OellocHEKHOE NAa0CCKOe OflesiHNE, ero Koxa Oblsia 6esiol, KakK CHeT, a PYKH, BHITJISAbIBAIOIINE U3
PYKaBOB, OYTH CIMBAIUCh C TKaHbI0. OMHAKO €TI0 BOJIOCH ObLIU I'YCTHIMU U YEPHBIMU, COOPaHHEIMU B
CBOOOMHBIN NYUOK, T'7la3a 6y1ecTeny, a eKH ClieTKa IIOPO30BeIH.

MHorue 0Xugany yBUmeTs 6€CCMEePTHOTO C IeTCKUM JIMIIOM U CEeILIMH BOJIOCAMU WU XKe
Xy[IOIIaBOTO acKeTa, HO HUKTO He IMpPeJnoyaraj, YTO OH OKaXKeTCsd TaKUM MUJIOBUAHBIM U IOHBIM.

K TOMY K€ B PYKaX OH J€epP2KaJl MaJIEHbKOI'O PEIZKET0 KOTa, YTO Aejiajio €T0 IMOX02KKUM Ha IMOAPOCTKa.

L1351 CssoMaHb, BCe ellle COHHEIM, OBLT OIIeIOMIIEH IPOUCXOSIIMM U IOCTIeIINI B35ITh Ce0s1 B PYKH.
OH nopHs1 OPOBY, IPUHSB BU[I, TIOJHEIM YBEPEHHOCTH U 6€3MATEKHOCTH, ¥ HAYasl HEXKHO TJIaUTh
KOoTa y ce0s Ha pyKax.



[Toxa GeccMepTHEHIM HE 3aTOBOPUJI, HUKTO HE OCMEJIMBAJICS IPOMU3HECTH HU CJI0Ba.
Bpopyr pasgancs HaCMeIIUBEIY CMEIIOK.
— OTKypHa 3TOT MaJbIl? — IPOU3HEC KTO-TO C IIPE3PEHUEM.

[13s1 CsioMaHb cpa3dy MOHSJ, YTO 3TO ObLJI TOT CAMbIM BEICOKOMEPHBIN U NEP3KUIM XPOMOU HaCIeqHBIN
IIPUHII.

YcnriaB, YTO UMIIEPATOP IPUTIACUTT JKUBOTO 60Ta, MHOXKECTBO YJIEHOB UMIIEPATOPCKOM CEMbH
co0Opasnuch 37eCh, U MPUHI] CUIe]T CPefy HUX.

XO0Ts BCe CUOenu, MPUHII BEIIEISIICSI 0c000.

9TOT XpoMoii mpuHI 06J1aian BCEMU YepTaMu, KOTOPBIe OIKHbL OBITH Y TJIaBHOTO TepPost
POMaHTHYECKOT0 pOMaHa: My>KeCTBEHHbIE YePTHI JINIa, ITPOH3UTEIbHBIN B3TJISAM, JIeTKast yIbI0Ka,
BEIpAZKAIOIIAs TPe3PEeHue, U B TO Ke BpeMs B HeM Obllla HeKast 0co6ast Xxapu3Ma.

Xots o6a ObIIE OOHOT'O BO3pacTa, BOCEMHAALATH JIeT, IPUHI] SIBHO BEITJISAEN KakK IJIaBHEIN T'epoy, B
ornuune oT 1[35H CssoMaHs, KOTOPHIHM ObLI TOX0XK Ha MSATKUM, TOJIBKO YTO BHIILIEIINHI 13 ITapOBapKu
IIAPOXKOK.

BcnoMHUB, 4TO NMPUHII, BO3MOXKHO, CTaHET ero nana4doM B OynyieM, LI3su CsioMaHb HEBOJIHHO
OTCTYNIW Ha war. [IpuHL, yBUOEB 3TO, UL YCMEXHYJICS ellle IIKUPeE.

L3515 CsioMaHb 0CO3HAJ CBOO OMIMOKY U MOCIEIN B3sITh Ce0st B PYKH, CHeJIaB IIar BIepel C BUAOM
IIOJTHOT'O CIIOKOMCTBHSI. HO IPUHII JIUIIIL CHOBA YCMEXHYJICS, SIBHO ITOKA3bIBasi, YTO YK€ He CYUTAET
€ro 3aCTyKUBAIIIUM BHUMaHHUS.

K cuacTrio, B 3TOT MOMEHT HpI/IGBIJ'I HUMIIEPATOD.

— Ero BenmuuecTBo mpuOkIBaeT! — pa3mascs MPOH3UTEIbHEINA T0JI0C €BHYXa, ¥ BCE MOCIIeIIUIN
TIOKJIOHUTECS. 1135sH CsToMaHb K€ BHIIPSIMHUJICS, TOTOBRIH IIPOIEMOHCTPHUPOBATh CBOIO TOPAOCTh
6ecCMepTHOT 0, PeIlIUB He KITaHSThCS.

OpHako uMIepaTop, OOPOOYUIHEIM MyKYKWHA CPEOHUX JIeT, He man LI3sH CsioMaHi0 BO3MOKHOCTH
IIPOSIBUTE cebs. YBUEB ero, UMIIepaTop cpa3y xKe APyXKeno0HO B3I eT0 3a PYKY, PafoCTHO
IIpUKa3al MofaTh CTYJ U flaXke He ToJyMaJl 3aCTaBUTh €T0 KIIaHAThCS.

910 OBlna HedopMaIbHasi BCTpeYa, ¥ BCe IMPUCYTCTBYIOIIME ObUIH YIeHaMHU UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM CEMbH,
II03TOMY paccajika Obljia TOBOJILHO CBOOOIHOM.

I3sH CsioMaHb CeJl PSIIOM C UMIIEPAaTOPOM, PSIIOM C HUM TaKxKe OBIIH HMIIepaTPHUIla ¥ HAJIOXKHHUIIL, a
HUXKe CUOEeJH OCTaJIbHble YJIeHbl UMIIEPATOPCKOM ceMbH. [IPUHII, KOTOPHIM M3HAYAIbHO CUJIeNI BHU3Y,
OBLT IIepeMeItieH UMIepaTopoM psimoM ¢ 113ssH CssoMaHeM.

[Mpunn npubmusuics, u L[3sH CsioMaHb HEBOJIBHO HANIPATCS, CUAS C MIPSMOM CIIMHOW HA MATKOM
CTyJe, oOHMMas KoTa.

JTa ClleHa OTCYTCTBOBAJIa B OPDUTHHAJIBHOM CHOZKETE.

B pOMaHe IrepOornHA HeOXKHNJaHHO BPEIBaJIaCh BO ABOPEI], 3aCTaBasi BCEX BPACIIIIOX, a 3aTEM II0ABIIAJICA
H}Ke-6eCCMepTHbIﬁ, YTO BBOOMIIO BCEX B IIOJIHOE 3aM€EIIaTEJILCTBO.



HOSTOMY IepBoe IIOABJIEHHE TEPOUHU IIepeaq BCEMU OBLIIO OOJHOBPEMEHHO 1 €€ IIEPBBIM COCTA3aHHUEM
C H}Ke-6eCCM€pTHBIM. Torma HMIIEPATOP, Y3HAB, YTO OAWH U3 HUX CaMO3BaHEI, IIPUIIETT B APDOCTE;
HaJIOZKHUIEI 2K€ IMPUIIIX ITOCMOTPETH Ha IOy, HO, YBUAEB KPACOTY repOrHHU, UX XKEHCKad 3aBUCTh
CpPa3y ke 3aCTaBuJla UX CMOTPETh Ha Hee C HeJOBOJIbLCTBOM.

T'epouHs Xe Oblla HalKMcaHa KaK CBoeHpaBHas n30ajoBaHHAas JeBYIIKA, a aBTOP CO3[all CIOXKET,
TIOJIHBIN CIIEH YHUXKEHUS, T03TOMY FePOMHS YHUXKaja JIxKe-06CCMePTHOTO ¥ HAJ0XKHHUII, OYKBaJIbHO
BHITHPAS UX 00 IOJI.

Atmocdepa Ovlna KpaliHe HaPSIKEeHHOM.
Ho ceityac atmocdepa Oblia 04eHb CIIOKOWHOM.

He OBI710 HM UCTUHHOTO, HYU JIOKHOT0 6€CCMEPTHOT0, HY I'ePOMHH, YbsI KPacoTa 3aTMeBalla BCex
HaJIOXKHUII, OB TONBKO 113518 CssoMaHb.

WmnepaTop, yBUAEB OONIT0XOAHHOTO XKUBOT0 Oora, ObIJT B BOCTOPTE.

LI3ssH CsioMaHb, C ero MUJIOBUOHOM BHEITHOCTHIO, BHI3BIBAJI CUMITATHIO Y XKEHIIUH, U HAJIOXKHUIIH,
YBUJIEB MSTKOI'0 XU MUJIOTO 6€CCMEPTHOT0, TaKXkKe OBIJTA 04apOBaHHI.

EnvHCTBEHHHBIM, KTO OBII HEIOBOJIEH, OB IIPUHI], KOTOPHIH [0IKEH OBIJT YBUIETH CBOIO OYIYIIYIO
JKeHy, HO OHa II0YeMy-TO OTCYTCTBOBasIa.

[I3sa CsioMaHb YKPAOKOM B3TJISTHYT Ha MPHHIIA, KOTOPHIM C YCMEIIKO# CMOTPeIT Ha Hero. Mx B3TIsgsl
BCTPETHINCH, ¥ IIPHUHI] laXKe ITOOHSII OPOBb B €r0 CTOPOHY.

I35 CaoMaHb ogyMall:
«3JTOT mapeHsb, 6€3 KEHbI, COBCEM C YMa COIIEII».

«ITogoxpmu, g IIOCTAaParCh YCTPOUTE TBOXO BCTPEYY C I"GPOI/IHGIZ KaK MOXKHO CKOpee, TOT'ia ThI GYJIGI.HL
CYacCTJIUB, U 51 TOXKE».

[TepBas BcTpeya ¢ UMIIEPATOPOM IIPOIIIa CIIOKOMHO. iMnepaTop Obi OOPOAYIIEH U He TIPOSIBIISIT
BEICOKOMEPHUS, HauaB C 0OBIYHBIX BOIIPOCOB O 3[I0POBbE U CAaMO4yBCTBUU LI3s1H CssoMaHs.

LI3ss5 CstoMaHb TBEPO MPUAEPKUBAJICS 00pa3a BHICOKOMEPHOTO ¥ CTPAHHOT'0 6ECCMepPTHOTO,
OTBedas JIUIIh «MM», He JaBas UMIIePAaTOPy HU eIWHOT0 JINIIHETO CJIOBA.

— BeCCMepTHBII;I, BBl I CTBUTEIIHLHO BRITJISIIUTE MOJIOKABO, HE CKaXeIllb, YTO BaM YXKe 3a
BOCEMBJECAT.

— Mwm.

— Ionruii myTh, OMKHO OBITH, YTOMUI BacC.
— Mwm.

— Bac xopor1mo 06cnyKuBany B MyTH?

— Mwm.

— Epa BaM 110 BKyCy?



— Mwm.

— V¥ Bac crapueckoe cinaboymue?

— Mwm... Uto?

1131 CsioMaHb 00epHYJICS U YBUIEN IIPUHIIA, KOTOPHIM C XUTPOU YIBEIOKOM CMOTpPETT Ha HETO.
[IpuHL cKa3am:

— Tet uTO, mypak? KpoMe «MM» TEHI eIlle YTO-HUOYIb YMeelrb TOBOPUThH?

— He 6ymp rpyOsiM! — THX0, HO CTPOTO MIPOM3HEC UMIIePATOp, U MPUHII, He oOpallias BHUMAHUS,
OTBEPHYJICS.

I/IMnepaTop BBICOKO 1eHun LI3sgH CsiomaHs, BUOS B HEM CIIQCHUTEJIbHYIO IIUJIIOJII0 OJIsi CBOEr0 ChkIHA, U
IIOTOMY CTapalJiCd OBITH C HUM IIpenenbHO BEeXXTUBEIM, IIOCIIEIITHO I[OGEIBI/IB:

— BeccmepTHEIH, He o0pallialiTe BHUMaHUS Ha 3TOT0 peOeHKa.
I3aH CsioMaHb CJieTKa IIOKpacCHeJI, IPOYUCTHU TOPJI0 ¥ TUXO NIPOU3HEC:
— PeGeHoOK.

Tonoc LI3sa CsioMaHst OBIT I0HBEIM, COBCEM HE TaKUM T'TTy0OKKMM, KakK y IIpPUHIIA, KOTOPHIM ObLT HafieleH
T'0JI0COM, TIOAXOMSIIMM [IJIsT TJIaBHOTO Teposi, ¥ 3TU CJI0BA 3By4Ya/M Tak, OynTo oH roBopun o cebe. Kak
TOJIBKO OH ITPOM3HEC WX, PSHOM CHOBA pa3[ajiCcs HaCMEITUBHIN CMENIOK MPHHIIA.

LI3an CsioMaHb IIOKPACHE]I ellle CUIIbHEE U, OITYCTUB I'OJIOBY, HAa4aJl HE2KHO MSTH JIAIIKY KOTa, OJeJiad
BH][], YTO HU4YEro He CJIbIIIAll.

I/IMHepaTop IIPOAOOJIZKHUIL 6ece;1y ¢ lI3ssa CsioMaHeM, U IIOCTie CJIOB IIPpHUHIIA TOT HAKOHEI] Ha4dall
TOBOPUTH OosbIie, u pa3rosop CTal 0oriee 0KUBIIEHHBIM.

HakoHerl, mmocne BCeX CBETCKUX Pa3roBOPOB, UMIIEPATOP IIE€PEIIEII K T'TTaBHOMY BOIIPOCY.

— [IBa roga Ha3ap npuHI[ 3a00Jiell, y Hero HeCKOJIbKO OHe JepKajach BEICOKAsl TeMIIepaTypa, U,
XOTS 2Kap CIajl, ero HOTH IepecTay CIylIIaThCsa. Bpauu ocMaTpuBaiu ero MHOXKECTBO pas,
mpo0OOoBaju BCe BO3MOKHEIE METOOBI, HO HUYETr0 He IIOMOIJI0. BecCMepTHEIM, TOCMOTPUTE, KaK MOXKHO
BLUIEYNTH HOTH IPHUHIA?

I/IMnepaTop HaXMYPHIJICA, 3515 CsioMaHb B3TJIAHYII Ha OCTAJIBHBIX: HAJIO2KHUIIBI BEITUPAJIA CIIE3HI,
YJIEHBL HMHepaTOpCKOfI CeéMbHU MOJIYaJid, Ka3aJIOCh, YTO IIPK YIIOMXMHAHKWU O HOT'aX IIPUHIIA BCE
MYZKYHWHBI MOJIYaJId, a KEHIIMWHEI ITJIaKaJIx.

EnvHCTBEHHBIN, KTO BRITJISAMIEN CKy4aoumM, ObII caM IIPUHII, KOTOPHIN, yBUaEB, 4To L3 CssoMaHb
CMOTPHUT Ha HEro, CHOBA MOTHS OPOBb.

WX B3TJIA[IbI BCTPETUIIUCE, ¥ BCE C HAIIPSKEHUEM XKaJid, oka 0eCCMepTHBIA 3arOBOPUT.
Haxkorer, 11318 CsioMaHb OTBEPHYJICS, B3LOXHYJI U ITI0Kayas I'0JIOBOM, He IIPOU3HOCS HU CJIOBA.

— Yro cnyuunocsk? beccmepTHelii! CiacuTe npuHIa!
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