B cTapoii BeTX0 XUKUHE Ha IePeBsIHHON KPOBATH JIexKall CTapUK, a PSIIOM, CBEPHYBIIUCEH KITyOKOM,
npemas 6e0I00kIM TUTD, TUXO OXPaHSS X035TUHA.

JIu1o ctapuka OBIIO 3€MJIMCTHIM, €T0 TOIasi TPYOb TSIXKeJI0 B3IbIMaIach, BMOXH CTAHOBUIIUCH BCE
pexe, a BEIIOXU — [JIUHHEE.

— A MaHb... A MaHb... — XPHUIIO 03Baj CTapuk. Yepe3 MrHOBEHUE B XMXKKHY BOIIE] I0OHOIIA B IETKOU
MA0CCKOM ofexne. Y Hero ObITM IPUSTHEIE YEPTHI, HO OHA IeKa KpacHesa U OIyxJla, Ha Hel
OTYETJINBO BUOHEJICS OTIIE€YATOK JIafgOHHU.

— YyuTens... — poO6Ko 0To3Bascs oHoma. OH chesa mar BIepel, HO TOTOM OCTAaHOBHUIICS ¥ POOKO
3aMep y IBepH.

— Iypak, rae Bpauy? — CTapuk 3akarmisiacs. OH ObUT y2Ke IIPU CMEPTH, HO TOJIOC ero 0CTaBasCs
CypOBBIM. — BrICTpO Uiy Bpaua! Ecnu He Halfelllb... eC/IM He HalJellb — He BO3Bpallaics...

HOHowy 3Banu A MaHb, OH IIOCIEIIHO MOMSATUIICS U BhIIIE].

Kaxkoro Bpaqa? I'me ero uckaTh? Briigsa U3 XUKUHE, A MaHb YYTh HE PACIIJIaKaJICAd OT OTHadHHUA, HE
3Had, 4TO U JeJlaTh.

WM He CTOMJIO CIyCKaThCs C TOp!

Ero yuuTens OB M3BECTHEIM Ha BCIO OKPYTY Ha0COM, OECSITKU JIET XKUBIIUM B YEJUHEHUHU B Tropax.
Kakue Obl 3HaTHBEIE 0COOBI HU ITPOCUIIH €T'0 TIOKUHYTh 00MTEeNb, OH BCeraa oTKa3biBascs. Ha aToT pas
OH COTJIACUJICS JIUIIbL U3 yBaKeHUS K UMIIEPaTopy, YTOOb OCMOTPETh HAaCIeOHOTO IIPUHIIA.

HacnenHbiii mpuHI[ OBIT CHIHOM ITOKOWHOM [[0OpomeTenbHOM HATOKHUIIEL. [0 MMOCTYIIKa BO JBOPEI] OHA
OblIa IPOCTOM MEBYIIKOM ¥ ITO3HAKOMHUJIACh C UMIIEPATOPOM, KOT'[la OH ITyTeIIeCTBOBaI UHKOTHUTO,
II0CJie 4Yero Iomasa B rapeM. MMmepaTop moso0un 3Ty KPOTKYI0 XKeHIUHY U faXke HaMepeBasics
BO3BECTH €€ Ha TPOH MMIIePaTPHULbl, HO KTO MOT IIOAyMaTh, YTO UX CYIPyKeCKOoe CYacCThe IPOAIUTCS
BCETO IISITh JIET. BCKOPE TMociie poXOeHUsT ChiHA HaloXKHHKIla 3a00/esia ¥ CKOHYalach.

WmMmepaTtop, 00e3yMeB OT TOPsi, POBO3TIACHUIT ChIHA HACIEOHHIM IPUHIIEM U OKPYXKUIT €T0
HEeomucyeMo mo6oBbio. Ho y mpuHIa Oklla cyap6a HeymayHuKa: Ba TOfla Ha3a/l OH TSXKeJo
3aboren, u my4mmue Bpayu [TomHeOecHO# oka3anuch 6eccunbHbl. Korma 6071€3H HEMHOTO OTCTYIIMIIA,
OTKa3a/X HOTH. EMY TOJIBKO MCIIOJTHUIIOCH ABAALIATE, @ OH YK€ HE MOT XONUTE.

Kak HacnemHUK UMIIEPHUU MOXKeT ObITh KareKon? MMmepaTop u cTpafaj, ¥ TOPOIHUICS, CTOUIIO eMy
YCIIBIIIaTh O 3HaMEHUTOM Bpaye, OH fieJiajl BCe BO3MOXKHOE, YTOORI TPUTIACUTH €T0.

HWMenHO 103TOMY yuuTenb A MaHA U CIIyCTUJICA C TOP.

Ho HUKTO He 0Xugam, 4To CTapHK, HE MMOKNOABIINHI TOPHI OECATKH JIET, €0Ba BRIW[IST B IIyTh,
IMOAXBATUT CUJIBHYIO IIPOCTYAY U HE J0€32KaB [0 ITOJIOBUHEI IIYTHU OKazXKeTCA IMPUKOBAHHBIM K ITIOCTEJIN.

[TpocTyny MOXKHO BHIJIEYUTh, HaWAK Bpaya.

Ho cTapuk OBIT BEICOKOMEPHEIM M 9KCIIEHTPUYHEIM. OH 00IIaICs C UMIEPATOPCKUM HBOPIIOM TOJIEKO
yepe3 MOYTOBEIX TONTy0el, Ha0Tpe3 0TKA3aJICs exaTh C MPUCIAHHOW UMIEPATOPOM OXPaHOU U
HACTOSII Ha TOM, YTOOBI HOOMPATHCS CaM.

Kak Ha3zo, 3aHEMOT OH B MeCTe, TAe BOKDPYT HH C€JI, HH1 moper. A MaHI0 HUYEero He 0CTaBajioCh, Kak



CPOYHO HalTH 3a6pomeHHy}o XN2KUHY, YTOORI YUUTEIb MOT' OTOOXHYTh.

I'me B Takou rinyuiu HauTu Bpada? A MaHb BOJIHOBAJICA BCe CUJIbBHEE U, CaM TOTO He 3aMeTUB, [OLIeN
[0 PEKH.

OH mocMOTpes Ha CBoe oTpaxeHue B Bofe. Illeka Oblyla KpacHOW U ONyXIIei — Clief OT yaapa
yUUTES.

XoTs yuuTesnb U ObUT Ja0COM, XapaKTep Y Hero ObLJI BCIIBIILYMBEINA: UYTh YTO HE TAK — OH TYT XKe
HaunHaj 6uTh u pyrath A Mans. Celiuac, eciiu OH He HalifieT Bpaya, u3bueHus He usbexars. Ho 4To,
ecnu HaugeT? A moToM Bo gBople? OH, MPOCTOM ClyTa, BCe paBHO OymeT TeprneTh 000U U YHUKEHUS.

BcnomHuuB Bce mepexuToe, A MaHb He BhIiepzKa 1 3amtakan. OH OB CUPOTOM, C IeTCTBA €T0 HUKTO
He mo6un. ITomymMaB 0 TOM, YTO U BIIEPENU €T0 XKAeT TaKas XKe XKU3Hb B 10005X, OH B OTYASTHUU
IIPHITHYJI B PEKY.

aad
[13ss1 CsloMaHb OYHYJICS OT TOTO, YTO 3aXJIEOHYJICS BOHOM.

ITo mopore B YHUBEPCHUTET OH IOTIAl B aBapuio u mMorub Ha MecTe. [Tocie CMepTH B eTo royioBe
BHE3AITHO Pa3/asICs r0JI0C, COOOIIUBINUY, YTO Y HETO €CThb IIAHC BOCKPECHYTh, €CITH OH IIOMOKET
reposiM KHUTH BIIOOUTHLCS OPYT B ApYyTa.

OH IOHSJI, YTO IIOTaJl B KHUTY, HO ellle He yCIIen pa300paThCs B OeTalsIX 3afaHus, Kak ero
pasbymuia Bofa.

Poputenu LI3ssH CstoMaHsi yMeP/X PaHO, ¥ OH POC C AeAyLIKO# B ropax. CBOOOIHOE BpeMs OH
TIPOBOMMII, TIJIaBasi B TOPHHIX PY4bsiX, IIO3TOMY IIJIaBajl XOPOIIIO.

HaGpaB Bofsl B pOT, OH GBICTPO MPHUIIIEN B Ce6s 1 BCILIIBLIL.

LI3su CssoMaHb BBI6paJ'ICﬂ Ha 68p€1", CHa4aJla B3TJIAHYJI Ha CBO€ OTPAaXKeHHne, IIOTOM OTrJIsagell
MECTHOCTE B CBOIO OI€XKIY.

IOpeBHOCTH. OH IOMAJ B APEBHUM JTIO0OBHEIN POMaH.
BHeNmHOCTh 3TOTO TeNla MOYTH HUYEM He OTJIndasiach OT ero COOCTBEHHOM.

OH mombITancs BOCIOIL30BaThCS MOSBUBIIENCS B T0l0Be CUCTEMOM ITepepoxkaeHus, YToOL y3HaTh
CIOKeT KHUTH, HO B MeCTe, T'ie MOJIKHO OBIIO OBITH ONMKMCAaHKWe, CBETUIIACh HAMMUCh: [3arpys3ka...] .
[Toxozke, HOBEHbKY CHCTeMe HYKHO OBIIO BpeMsI IJIs1 3alycKa.

— A Massb... A MaHb...

I'me-To pa3parncs ronoc. Henymika 1[3guH CsioMaHs 3Bajl €ro UMEHHO Tak, ¥4 OH MalllMHaIbHO
O0TO3BAJICS, IIOUSA Ha I'OJIOC K XUXKUHE.

On TOJIKHYJI IBEPb U CHA4adlld B3OPOTHYJI OT YBUJEHHOTO TUT'PA Y KPOBATH. 3aTeM CTapUK Ha KPOBATHU
3aKpHu4all:

— A Mass, rie Bpau? Hauren Bpada Uiy HET?

Kaxkou Bpau? 113551 CsioMaHb He yCIeNl OTBETUTh, KaK CTapyK, C TPYZOM IIPUIOAHSABIIKUCE, Hadas



PHITECS B ofiexkme, 6opMoya:
— HuyToxkecTBo, Jaxke Bpadya HaWTH He MOXKellb... Ha, BO3bMHU 3TO ¥ UM B TOPOJ UCKATh JIIOHEH.

Crapuk mocTan Kakou-To 3Hak. LI3sgH CsioMaHb, XOTS U He TIOHKWMaJ CI0XkKeTa, ITOCIEIIN IPUHATh ero.
Ho 3TOT BCIIBIIbYMBLINA CTAPUK, KOTOPOMY ITOKA3ajI0Ch, YTO IOHOIIA ABUTAETCS CITUIITKOM MEMJIEHHO,
PA303/IUIICS ¥ IIBLHIPHY 3HAK IPsiMO B LI3ssH CsamaHs.

HeunsBecTHO, 4eM MUTANCS 3TOT CTApPHK, HO, HECMOTPS Ha CTAapOCTh ¥ 00JIe3Hb, CUa Y HEero Oblna
YyOOBHUIITHAS, @ METKOCTh — Oe3ynpeuHas. L[3sH CsioMaHb He YCIIeN YBEePHYThCS, U 3HAK IOJIETEN
IIPSIMO B HETO —

J1o6 LI3sgH CaomaHs IIPOH3HJIa 00JIb, ¥ OH IIoTepsasI CO3HaHUEe.

Y “CXOOHOTO Blafiesblla Tena OklIo ctaboe 3M0poBbe, TAaK UTO mociie yaapa LI3sH CsioMaHb
TpoJiexarn 6e3 YyBCTB MOJIHS.

Korpa oH o4HyNCS, CTApUK Ha KPOBATHU YKe OCTHIN.
351 CsgaoMaHb: «...»

lI3aH CsioMaHb CHOBa OTKpHLI CucteMy. KpaTkoe cofepKaHue CloXKeTa yXKe IOSBUI0Ch. ITO
Ha3klBasoCh «KanpuaHas 60KeCcTBeHHAass BOPOBKA: BIIACTHHIM XPOMOM HaCJIeIHBIN TPUHIT».

I3gn CssoMaHb: «......... »
KpaTkoe comgepxkaHue:
Hanpryn Ci03, camast mo0uMasi 4o4ub rIaBel [JeMOHUYECKOTO KYJIbTa.

YroOHI mOKa3aTh OTIy ¥ OpaThsiM, Ha YTO OHa crlocoOHa, OHa XBAaCTJIMBO moolellaa yKpacTs Mey,
passiui 6ecCMepTHHIX, IIepeflaBaeMblil B UMIIEPATOPCKOM CeMbe U3 MTOKOJIEHUS B IIOKOJIEHHUE.

Ona mpo6pasack BO IBOPEL, HO ellle He yCIesla YKpPacTh Med, Kak CIIy4alHO BCTPETHUIIA TOT'O CaMOT0
BJIACTHOTO XPOMOTO HACJIeMHOT0 IPUHIIA.

Xpowmotii npuHL: TE yKpaaa MO Bellb.

— Kr0 uTO0 yKpan!

XpoMou npuHIl: TH yKpajia Moe ceppaiie.

— Xa, ecnu ecTh cujla — JOTOHHU MEHS.

Hourro Hanerys Cro3 3arsanu B yroja XpoMOU IIPUHII.
XpoMo¥ IPUHI YCMEXHYIICS, MpUOINKasach 1Iar 3a IaroM:
— XM? He xoTena, 4ToOH 51 TeOst morHanm?

I3gH CssoMaHb: «............... »

9TOT XPOMOM... BCTan?

Ila HeT, KaKoil KOMIIJIEKC Yy 9TOT0 aBTOPaA HaCYeT Kanek?



LI3ss5 CstoMaHsI 3TOT CIOZKEeT MPOoCTo mopa3ui. OH MOoLIeBe i pyKaMu ¥ HoraMu. Hy magHo, 6eraet u
TIpHITaeT, He XpoMou. Eciu OBl OH OKa3aJiCcs B TeJle XpOMOTO0 ITPHUHIIA, OH ObI TOYHO COILIEN C yMa.

3aKOHYMB YUTATh KpaTKoe ComepzxKaHue, 1351 CssoMaHB 3aX0TeN IIOCMOTPETH OCHOBHOM TEKCT,
YTOORI MIOHSATh, KTO OH Takou. Ho Tam KPYTUJIUCh KPYTHU, UHOT'Id 3aBHCas, U TEKCT TaK U HE
3arpy3uicH. 13511 Csso0MaHb He 3Hal, TO JIM CUCTEMA Onbla TJIIOYHOM, TO JIN CTAapPHUK IIOBPEIHUII €€
CBOUM yOapoOM, ITIO3TOMY PEIINJI II0KA OTIIOZKHUTH 3TO.

L1355 CssoMaHb 00EpHYJICS K YMEPIIEMY CTapUKYy.

OH moKa He 3HaJI, KTO 3TO ObIJI, HO TI0 KOPOTKOMY AHMAJIOTYy MOHSJI, YTO CTAPHUK OBITT €70 CTapIINM
poxcTBeHHUKOM. 1[351H CsioMaHb C OeTCTBa XKUJI C AeIyLUIKON, U ITOCJIe eT0 CMEPTH IOl Ha3al OH
[OJITO TopeBasl. ITOT CTapHK, XOTh U OUJI €T0, 3aCTABU/I BCIOMHUTE O JeYLIKE.

13521 CssOMaHb BBHIIIIETT Ha YJIUIy, BEIKOIIAJI AMY U IIOXOPOHUJI CTaPHKa.

— Jenymika, XOTS 5 ¥ He 3Hal0, KTO BB, HO BCTpedya — 3To cyabba. [TounBaiite ¢ MupoM. — LI3siH
CsioMaHBb CIO0XKWII IaflOHU BMECTe U MOKJIOHUJICS MOTHIIE.

PHITE MOTHMIIY KaXKeTCs MIPOCTHIM AEJIOM, HO Ha CaMOM feJie 3TO TSXKeJbli ¢pusndeckunt Tpyd. [locme
1oxopoH L1351 CsioMaHb OBIT IIOJTHOCTRIO UCTOIIeH. OH XOTeJ OTIOXHYTh, HO BCIIOMHHJI, YTO B
XUXKUHEe ocTasics TUrp. Korga oH IpocHyICs, TUTPa YKe He OBII0, U HEM3BECTHO, MTOSBUTCS JIU OH
CHOBA.

LI3su CsioMaHb He CTall 3afiepKUBaATLCS, BEPHYJICS B XUKHHY U CTall cCoOMpaTh BEIIH.

Beme#t B xuxkuHe OBIJIO MaJjio: ABa y371a C OfleXX0i CTapuKa U IOHOIIM, HEMHOTO CYyX0ro IIpOBaHTa 1
HECKOJIbKO MEIHEIX MOHET.

Huyero 11eHHOT0, KpOMe 3HaKa, B KOTOPHEIY OPOCHIT CTapyK. 3HAK OBII 30JI0THIM, Ha HEM ObLIH
BbIpe3aHbl HeNmoHATHHIE 1[35H CaMaHio neporiaudbl, moxoxe, 9To Oblla BaXKHas Belllb, X OH CIPSTal
3HaK II0f OfleXky.

CroxkerT NoKa He 3arpy3wics. Bugumo, TyT paBfa Ioxas CBs3b, HHYPaACTPYKTypa XpoMaer.
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