TsaHBE — 3TO CTapHﬁ U TUXUUN TOPOIOOK, paCHOHO}KeHHBII;I B OTHAJIEHHOM MecTe. Ero xkurtenu,
KaXeTCsi, HEMHOTI'O OTCTAJInu OT COBpeMeHHOfI XKHW3HHU, U YXKE K JEBATU BedepPa ropogokK IIOTrPpyzKaJiCd B
COH.

«TyK-TyK-TyK...»
«Ton-tom-To1I...»

Ho B 9TOT MOMeHT Ha Oepery peku TsHbe, TPOTEKAIoIeH Yepe3 Bech TOPONOK, BHE3AMHO pa3falucCh
OBICTpHIE ¥ OECIIOPSINOYHEIE HIATH.

[Tom TyCKIIBIM CBETOM YITUYHEIX (hOHAPeld MOXKHO OBIJIO PA3rIsgeTh, YTO K HUM OexKalnyu MyK4YuHa U
xkeHIiwHa. O60uM OBIIO OKOJIO TPUALIATH JIeT. JIUI0 MyKYKWHEI ObIJIO UCKAZKEHO OT 00JIH, POT LIUPOKO
OTKPBIT, HO OH He MOT M3[aTh HU 3BYKa, CJIOBHO YTO-TO HEBUOUMOE CKMMAJIO ero ropjo. Ero pyku
CyIOPOKHO XBaTaJIUCh 3a 11110, CJIOBHO IIHITAsICh OCBOOOIUTHCS.

MyX4rHa IIaTascs, Ho mpu OiuKaiineM paCCMOTPEHUM CTAHOBUJIIOCH SICHO, YTO OH He GexXaJ caM, a
ero TsIHyJa 3a co00M KEeHIIMHA.

OHa TsI2KeJIo [bllaja, TPOHoIKasi Iog0agpUBaTh €ro:
— BricTpee, GrICTpeEe, elie ORICTPeE. ..

Ha npotuBononoxHoMm 6epery peku 1Boe MYKYWH JBUTAJIMCh B TOM Ke HamnpaBneHuu. OgHaKo, B
OTJIMYKE OT MapPHl Ha IIPaBOM Oepery, ux OBUKeHUs ObUIM ropa3fo 0ojiee CIIOKOMHBIMHU, IIOYTH
6ecrmrymubIME. OCOGEHHO BHIIENISAIICS TOT, KTO IIeJT Biepeau. BRICOKMI U CTPOMHBIM, OH OBUTAJICS
OBICTPO, HO C HEBEPOSITHOM JIETKOCTBIO, CJIOBHO IIJIBIT ITO BO3AYXY. Ero IBUXKEeHUS OBITM HACTOJIBKO
rpanuo3HEIMU, YTO Ha (POHE OCTAIbHBEIX OH Ka3aJiCs BOIJIOIIEHUEM 3J1eTaHTHOCTH.

B MraoBeHue oka napa Ha mpaBoM Oepery mobexkaia 10 HeOOJbIIOT0 KUPIUYHOTO foMa. 2KeHI1nHa
OTIIyCTHIIa MYKYHUHY 4, HE HaB ce0e IepebIIKy, Hayaia CTy4aTh B IBEPb:

— T'ocnonuu Bai! [Tomorute! 'ocnoguu Bayi, criacure...

Ha nmeBoM Gepery mBoe MyKYKUH TOXKE OCTAHOBHUIMCE. TOT, KTO II€JT BIIePeOy, IIPUCTIOHUIICS K UBE,
ero rny0oKue Ila3a MPHUCTaIbHO CMOTPENX Ha IBEPh HANIPOTUB.

Ero ciyTHHK, IOJTHBEIA MY2KYMHA, TSKEJ0 B3[OXHYI U TUXO0 CIIPOCHIIL:
— Bpart Ha#ps, TH Aymaelns, 5ToT [Ipu3payHbii j1eKapb...

He ycmesn oH 3aKOHYHTh, KaK [IBePh HAIIPOTHB CKPUIIHYJIA ¥ OTKPEIIach. OH TYT JXKe 3aMOJT4ar,
BHUMaATEILHO HabOIonasa.

W3 moma BhIIIENT OYEHE... CTpaHHBIﬁ YEJI0OBEK.

OH BRITJISIOEIT MOJIOABIM, JIET OBAAIATH C HEOOJIBIIINM, POCTOM OKOJIO CTA CEMUOECITH BOCEMHU
CaHTUMEeTPOB. Ha HeM OblJT CTpaHHBINA OBl XaaaT MPSIMOT0 Kposi, C INHPOKUME PYKaBaMHu 1
KAIIOIOHOM. Karmiomon OB HafleT, ¥ C UX PaKypca MOXKHO OBIIO Pa3TiIsIeTh TOMBKO OCTPHIH
o100 POIOK.

Ho XkeHIuHa, CTOSIBIIAs HAIIPOTUB, BUIe/Ia €To JIUIIO.

U TyT mBOe Ha 1eBoM Gepery yBULeNu, KaK OHa OTIIATHYJIACh, CJIOBHO YBUMEJA YTO-TO YKACHOe.



ViMm cTano nr000mEITHO, HACKOJIBKO CTPAIIHEIM MOTJIO OBITh €r0 JIUIIO.
Kak 6yaTo uynTas UX MBICIIH, Y€JIOBEK CJIeTKa IMOBEPHYJICS, OTKPHIBas OOJIBIIYIO YacTh JIUIIA.

Ha camoMm [fierne, ecnu CMOTPETh TOJIBKO Ha YePTH! JIULA, OHO OBLIO JOBOJIBHO IIPUBJIEKATEIbHEIM:
HeO0O0JIbIII0e, C OCTPHIM TOAOOPOOKOM, IPSIMBEIM HOCOM U CJIeTKa IPUIOAHSITHIMU YTOJIKaMHU TJias.
KeHumHa ucmyranach, CKopee BCEro, 13-3a ero I1[BeTa JIdlla — OHO OblI0 OefHBIM, 0€3 Maselero
HaMeKa Ha pyMsiHell, faxe TryOwl ObUIM OUTH OECLBETHHIMU. B 3TOM TUININMHE HOYU OH AENCTBUTEIILHO
He BHITJISIAENT JKUBEIM.

— 9TO... 9TO YEJI0OBEK UJIU IPU3paKk? — MPoOOPMOTAT MOTHEINA MyKYKWHA, CTOSIBIINY BOaneke. OH He
MOT Pa3TJISAeTh YePTHl JINIA, TOJTBKO OJeOHBIN CUITYIT.

MyxkunHa, TPUCIIOHUBILUINCS K UB€, CJIETKa IPUIIOAHST GPOBb, IPOBEJI MasblieM 110 rybe u
YIBIOHYJICS C JIETKOM [I0JIed HarJIOCTH:

— C He6oJbIIUM OTTEHKOM LIBETa OH OBLI OBl HACTOSIIENW KPACOTOM.
EnBa oH mpou3Hec 3T0, Kak 4eyloBeK B OeJI0M XajaTe 3ar0BOPHUJI, 00palasich K KeHIIHHe:
— B ueM geno?

Ero ronoc, HEeCMOTPA Ha BHEIITHUH BU[, OBIJT MATKUM U TIIPUATHBIM, XOTb X 3By4all 6633MOI_[I/IOH8.J'IBHO,
HO BCe€ 2K€ Ka3aJIiCA XKHNBBIM.

KeHIIIMHA MpuIia B cebs ¥ TOPOIIMBO CIIPOCHUIA:
— Brl... BBl rocnioguH bai, [Tpu3pauHbii 1eKaph?
YenoBek B xanaTe KUBHYII:

— 4 bau Ys.

— Tl'ocioguH Bayi, yMoO7isii0, cllacuTe MOEro Myxa. — 2KeHIIMHa [IOTSAHYJIa MyXK4YKAHY BIepeq. 3a 9T0
KOPOTKOE BpeMs €r0 COCTOSIHME YXYAIIUIOCh: OH MOT TOJIBKO 3aKaTHIBATh I'1a3a, IOTEPSB
CItoco0HOCTH BUTATLCA. — OH... OH...

Bau Ys B3rsgHYI Ha MyXK4YKUHY, IIOMHSJI IIPaBYIO PYKY, U IIUPOKUY PYKaB €ro XajaTa CKOJIb3HYJI
neper JIULIOM MYXYHUHEL

Bce 3amepmnu, oxugas U3MeHEHU, HO... HUYeTr0 He IIPOU30IIIIO.
Bau Ys onycTumn pyky ¥ CIIpoCuilL:

— BeI coBepimMIy 4T0-TO II710X0€7

XKeHIIVHA 3aMepiia, MalllMHAJIBHO [T0KaydaJsia I'0JI0BOU:

— Her, M&L..

Bait Ys Gosibilie He CMOTpEIT Ha Hee ¥ TIOBEPHYJICS, YTOOB YUTH.

— locnioguu Bbait! — 2KeHImuHa KpUKHYIa eMy, CTUCHYB 3yObl, ¥ Ipu3Hanack. — Buepa, Korga s
IIOKyTIajia OBOILH, S MCII0JIb30Basia ¢asbInuBeie feHbI'u. [lo3aBuepa MoK MyXK yYOUI COCEICKYIO



cobaxKy, H...

— O Bameli cBekpoBu. — bati Us mepebur ee.

KeHIMHa 3allaHUKOBAlla ellle CUIbHee:

— Her, mpaBpa, 910 He Tak. Mosi CBeKpOBb ITOKOHYHJIA C COOO0M, 3TO He Hallla BUHA...

Bait s B3rjsgHys Ha Hee, CHOBA MaxXHYJI PYKaBOM, ¥ BCe YBUIEIH JIETKUM AbIMOK. [Tlepe MyKYUHON
BHE3aITHO TOsIBUJIach 31100Has crtapyxa. OHa Ovlna cropOJeHHOM, 0fjeTa B PBAHYIO OJeXK/Y, a Ha ee
MOPIIAHHACTOM JIUIE YATAIaCh HEHABUCTD.

— Mawma, Mama... — 2KeHIIMHa BCKpUKHYJIa 1 00Jblile He Morjia ToBopuTh. OHa XoTesa ybexkaTh, HO
HOTY IIOOKOCHUJIMCE, ¥ OHA He MOrJIa IIOIIeBeIUThCS.

MyX4rHa PSO0OM C HEW TOXKe C TPYAOM BhIpa3uJI yKac, ero peakius Obvita 6picTpee. OH yan Ha
KOJIEHU TIepeq cTapyxoi. 2KeHIInHa, YBUAEB 9TO, TOXKE OMYCTUIACh Ha KOJIEHH.

Bait Us B3rIIHYI Ha HUX, €T0 B3TJISAM CKOJIB3HYJ B CTOPOHY MMPOTHBOIIOIOKHOT0 Oepera, ¥ OH BOILIET
B OM, 3aKpHIB 3a CO00¥ IBEPS.

— T'ociogus Baii... — ZKeHIMHa ¢ 0TYasiHMEM CMOTpeIia Ha IBEPb.

Ha npoTuBomomoxkHOM Gepery MONMHBIN MyXK4YUHa C TPYAOM COEPKUBAJICS, HO He BhIgepKajl U CHOBA
3aroBOPHUII:

— Bpat Hasp, 51 men ciofa u He 3aMeTuJI CJIelOB 9TOW CTapyXu. Tvl BUfeN ee?

MyxX4rHa y UBbI IIOKa4aJsl TOJIOBOK:

— Her.

— 3Hauurt, y baii Y3 mefCcTBUTEIbHO €CTh CIIOCOOHOCTH?

— MwMmwm. — Bpat Hanb KUBHYJI, €ro rjia3a ¢ ”HTEePeCOM CMOTPEIU Ha OCBEIeHHOe OKHO HAIIPOTUB.

— Ho pa3sBe oH He gomnxkeH Ob1 pa3o0paThcs ¢ mpru3pakoM? [ToueMy oH npocTo yien? Heyxkenu oH
CUMTAaET, YTO 9TU OBOE 3aCIyKUBAIOT CBOEU y4acTu?

Bpar HaHb 0TBen B34 U C IETKOM YCTAIOCThIO OTBETHUII:

— OHHU He yMpyT.

— Ilouemy?

— [ToToMy 4TO HUM OfHa MaTh, faXe CTaB MPU3PAaKOM, He CMOXKET YOUTh CBOETO CHIHA.
[Iocne 3THX CJIOB OH B3[OXHYII.

Ha npaBoMm Gepery 37m00Hasi cTapyxa Iepedyuciinia OJIUHHBN CIIUCOK MTPEerpelieHuid ChlHa 1
HEBECTKU:

— ...0unmu u pyranu MeHd, 4 pa60TaHa OJId BaC, KakK pa6BIH5{, 1 JaxKe He MOrJla HaeCThCS OOCHITa. A
BEI €I11€ TOBOPUTE, YTO HE 00MaHBIBAJIK MEHS?



— MamMa, HeT, MBI He XOTeJIH, 3TO BHIIIIIO CJ'Iy‘-I&fIHO... — XKeHmuHa OblyIa HACTOJIBKO HallyraHa, 9TO
He MOT'JIa CBSA3HO T'OBOPHUTE.

— Youpaiitecs! {1 He xouy ¢ BaMu pa3roBapuBaTh! — CTapyxa OTIIBHIPHYJA XKEHIIWHY B CTOPOHY U
TIOBEPHYJIACh K ChIHY. — 91 cparnuBaio Tebs! f BripacTuia Tebs, a TH OKa3ascs 6eccepmeyHbIM
ybmonKom!

Ona IIpHXKaJjla CBOIO UCCOXIIYIO PYKY K I'PYAX MY2KYHHEI, CJIOBHO I'OTOBAA BEIPBATE €0 CepAale.

MyXuuHa, KOTOPOMY CTaJI0 HEMHOTO JIeTde [bIIaTh, AP0XKal, ero Mo3r padoTas Ha mpefaene. Bopyr
OH Pa3phIgaCs:

— Mawma, g 3Haw, s HeJIOCTOUH, ST BUHOBAT Iepe[ BaMu. f yKe JaBHO pacKauBaioCh, mpaBmaa!l Bur
MOXKeTe HeHaBUOETh MeHs, MOXKeTe fJaxe yOUTh MeHs, YTOOBI S IPUCOeNUHUIICS K BaM. S TOJIBKO
coxaJelo, YTO He OCTaBUJI HacCJIeMHUKA [JIT ceMbU JIu, MHE CTBIIHO CMOTPETH B r'jla3a OTIY...

Pyka crapyxu cnerka ocnia6ya, HO OHa BAPYT CXBaTUJa XKEeHIIUHY:

— Torpma s y6nio ee!

2KeH1uHa 9yTh He 06MOYMIIACh OT CTpaxa, HO OLICTPO HAIIlJIa OTBET:

— Mawma, nopoxpaurte! ... 1 6epeMenHa. Eciu Bel yObeTe MeHs, y ceMby JIu He OygeT HaclegHUKa...
OHU IIPOJOJIKAJU YMOJISATE, TOBOPS CJIafKKe CJIOBa.

Ha muile cTapyxu MosiBUIIOCH cMsATeHKe U 60phba. HakoHel, oHa OTIyCTHIa XXKeHIIUHY, OpOCUB ee Ha
3eMJIIO.

KenmuHa ymana ¢ 60760, HO He ITOCMeJla 3aKpudaTh, TPOJ0IKasi KIaHIThCS CTapyXe:

— Cmacubo, mama! §1 ucmpasmoch, 00emaro...
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