— ¥ MeHs# Bce elle cepane He Ha MeCTe... I/IMHepaTop elle He OYHYIJICA, a KOrga ITPOCHETCA XU YBUOMUT,
4YTO KaHIJIEP MEPTB, 3TO... HE CIIMIOIKOM JIH...

Ha nune IMao Cio 3acTeiio BelpaxeHue crpaxa. Muns FOMCHHE CMOTpesia Ha HeTro C YCMEIIKOU:

— Korpga 15 TOBOPUII MHE 0 KeJTaHUH 3aXBaTUTh TPOH, S OyMajia, YTO TH 4eJIOBEK C XpaOpoCThio.
Teneps, Koraa 11eIb AOCTUTHYTA, THl BOPYT CTPYCHUI?

MuHKMCTP HaKa3aHUH 'POMKO PACCMESIJICS:

— JlyMaro, 3TO IIOTOMY, YTO I'OCIIOOUH ['a0 CIMIIKOM [OJIT0 HaXOOUIC Iof rHeToM 'y UxkaHd, u
Terepb, KOrma BCe U3MEHUIIOCh, OH IIPOCTO He MOXKET IIPUBEIKHYTh.

l'ao Cio CMyIIIeHHO yNIBIOHYTICS:

— ITa yx... CKonbKO €T g 6bl1 ero paboM, 4yTh He € yMa colesl. Tenepb OH Hayal 0TOMPaTh Y MEHS
OEHbIY U BIACTh... ITO XKe IpsaMasi Jopora K cMepTu!

Musns HOWicuHb TeHNBO 3€BHYA:

— Yero 60siThCs? Yepes Tpu OHS S Ha IIePEMOHUY MTOKJIOHEHUS TTpeikaM 00bSIBIII0 O CBOEM CTaTyce U
noOpPOBOJILHO MOAYKUHIOCH LI351HbIOHD. BCce YMHOBHUKY U $1, KaK IIPeICTaBUTEIIbHHUIIA TOCYJapCTRa,
OJIePKKUM TeHepasia X9 B ero CTpeMJIEHHH CTaTh UMIIePaTopoM. YTO CMOXKET CHoeflaTh MaJleHbKUM
uMIepaTop 6e3 cBoero Kauiyiepa? Torma Bech Mup OymeT Harmmm!

MunuCTp HaKa3aHUM B3BOJIHOBAHHO BOCK/IMKHYII:
— BrI 0eMCTBUTENBHO TOTOBH Iepenath [19Th AHb u ["aomnio LI3s1HBIOHIO?!
Munb FOicuHb C HE2)KHOCTHIO TOCMOTPeNa Ha X3 ClounsHa:

— 3a KeM II0lljIa, TOro U AepXkKych. Ecnu rerepan Xs cTaHEeT UMIIePaTOPOM, 1 CTaHYy UMIIepaTpULIen.
O Kakoii mepefayde MOXKeT UATU peub? Pa3Be LI3gHBIOHD HE CTaHET HAIOJIOBUHY MOUM?

I'ao Cio rpOMKO paccMesics:

— OTO JIOTUYHO, OYEHb JIOTUYHO.

Tonpko X9 CroiissH X0IOOHO HabIIoga 3a BCeM 3TUM, He IIPOU3HOCS HU CJIOBa.
B 9TOT MOMEHT Cnyra AOJIOXKHUII:

— FOCHOH&, MHWHHCTDP BOEHHOI'O MUHUCTEPCTBaA JIn IIPOCUT ayOUEHIINN.

l'ao Cro HaXMypuics:

— 3a4eM OH 37ecCh?

On nocmoTtpen Ha X3 CroiiisgHa, TOT clierka KuBHyJ, u ['ao Cio cka3ai:

— IlycTb BoMfeT.

Muns FOuicunb BcTana:

— Mnue HeynoﬁHo OCTABATLCA 30ECH, I YXOXKY.



Ona ynwi0Hynach X3 CoUnsHy:

— l'eneparn X3, He 3a0yab 3aiiTH KO MHe, KOTa OCBOOOIUIILCS.

MuHuCTp HaKa3aHUM CMOTpeN Ha yXopsauyio Munb FOUCHHE C BOCXUILIEHUEM:

— I'enepan X9, BaM OEUCTBUTENILHO IIOBE3IIO...

l'ao Cio mocmentHo go0aBuiI:

— Ila, reHepasn X5 — HaCTOSIIKAN APaKOH CPenu J0ael, uaeanbHas IIapa AJis TOCI0XKYU MUHb.

B ero roioce 4yBCTBOBAJIMCh BOCXUIIEHNE U YBaXKEHME, CIIOBHO 3TO ORI HE TOT Y€JI0BEK, KOTOPHIM
KOTa-TO XOTeJl HaKa3aTh X3 CIoisHa, Ha3kBas ero OejbiM yOITI0IKOM.

X3 CroiiJIsiH KUBHYJI, HE 0TBeYas, KaK pa3 B 9TOT MOMEHT Boluea MUHUCTD JIu. [Tocie KOpoTKux
IIPUBETCTBUY OH CKa3all:

— locmoma, XOTs KaHIIEP COBEPIINII YKACHBEIe IPECTYIIeHus, OH Terepb OTell HAalluK, U ero cyab0a
IoXHa OBITH pellleHa CaMUM HMIlepaTopoM. He CIMIIKOM JTH ITOCIEIIHO MBI €70 OCYIUITH?

l'ao Cio oTBEeTHII:

— HimmepaTop ellle CIMIIKOM MOJIO, YTOOH pa3nudaTh oOpPo u 3710. ECTeCTBEHHO, MBI, KaK €ro

O OaHHbIe, MOJIXKHE €My IToMoraTh. Ec/iu uMmepaTop 3axoyeT IIOMHUIIOBATH 9TOTO IIpefaTesis, pa3Be
MBI JOJIZKHBI ITPOCTO CMUPUTHCS? [lomaHHbIe JOJIXKHEL BCerfia iyMaTh 0 6e30I1acHOCTH UMIIepaTopa.

C TakuM IIOO3PUTENIbHBIM CYIIIECTBOM, KaK 3TOT IeMOHUYECKUH BUL, B UMIIepCKOM ropofe, Kak Bh

MOXKeTe TapaHTHPOBaTh 6€30I1aCHOCThL UMIIepaTopa?

MuHucTp JIu B3OOXHYI:
— Ho xoTs 65 0K OATHCS, IT0KA UMIIEPATOP TPOCHETCH. ..
MUHNUCTDP HaKa3aHUM yIapHUil 0 CTOMY:

— Hert! Tsl He Bupen, 4yTo mpou30uio Ha cyfe? ['y YK9Hb U CHEXKHBIN BOJIK UMEIOT OOIITYIO KPOBb.
Ecnu Obl He MaCTepCTBO reHepana X9, KOTOPHIHM CMOT IPUPYYUTh 3TOT0 BOJIKA, CKOJIBKO OBl JTIofe
oTpe6oBaiock, YTOOR! CITACTH UMIIepaTopa U3 macTu 3Toro 3Bepsi? ¥ I'y YK9HS He TOJIbKO KPOBb
BOJIKa, HO ¥ 4eNioBeueCKuu pa3dyM. OCTaBIATh €0 B XXUBHIX laXKe Ha MTHOBEHHE — 3T0 yrpo3a. Kak
MOXKHO XJ1aTh, I0Ka UMIIepPaTop IpocHeTcs?!

MwunucTp JIu He 3HAJ, YTO OTBETHUTS, IJISAMS Ha CIIOKOMHOe nuilo X9 CloisisgHa, OH Havyall COMHEBaThCS
B cebe. B TOT mieHb, KOTIa OH IIePEBI3bIBAJl paHbl KaHIJIEpa B CBOEM IOME, TOT IIPOCUIT €T0 O
MUIIOCTH. B0 1 9TO mpaBaou?

Munuctp Jlu Mosi4an HEKOTOPOe BpeMs, 3aTeM HEYBEPEHHO IIPOU3HEC:
— Ho Henb3s Tak TOBOPUTSH, Beb FreHepas X9 TOXKe...
He ycnen on 3akoH4YuTS, Kak ['ao Cio yapuii o CTOIy ¥ 3aKpuyall:

— Harnocts! Yto TH uMeelns B Buny? CpaBHUBaellb BeIuKOro resepasia — OMOPY rocyaapcTsa C
atuM npemateneM?! Eciou Ol He reHepasn X9, UMIepaTop MaBHO OBl MOru0 OT KITHIKOB BOJIKA. JIu
LroaHb(3H, TH COBCEM C yMa COIlen? PaHbIle Thl OBIJT CAMBIM SPHIM IPOTUBHUKOM KaHIJIepa Cpenu



BCEX YMHOBHUKOB, a TEIIEPh BAPYT 3aCTYIIA€IIbCA 3a HETO. YTO THI 3aMBIIISEIIE?

MunucTp JIu 3aMoiiyas, HO B €r0 CEePAIle 0CTaBalIoCh HeIOBOILCTBO. OH BCe ellle BePHJI, YTO TOT
IeHb, KOTa KaHIJIep KISJICS eMy B CBOEM JoMe, YTO OymeT CTPOUTh LI3THBIOHD, ObIT HCKPEHHUM.
Ecnu oH ympert, u LI3THBIOHD OKAXKETCS B PyKax 9TOT0 3araJOYHOro reHepasia ¥ 3TUX Pas3BpallleHHbIX
YUHOBHUKOB, Oynet iy y LI3sHbIoHDb OyayIee?

X3 CroiisH IIOCTABUJI YALIKY 4Yasi ¥ CKa3ala MUHUCTPY JIu:

— Bpewms no3gHee, rocrionuH JIu, BO3BpaIaiTeCh.

3aTeM goOaBUII:

— Hatigute BpeMst HaBeCTUTh HanoxkHuUIy CH, OHa BaC CKydaer.

Munuctp Jlu yauBIeHHO IOJHSAI TOJI0BY, HO YBUAEJ JIUIIL CIIOKOMHEIE T1a3a X3 CioungHa. OH He
IIOHSJ, OTKYAa B3s/1aCh 9Ta TeMa, HO pa3 eMy HaMeKHYJId YUTH, OH He MOT ocTaBaThCs. OH
IIOKJIOHUJICS U BHIIIIEII.

['ao Cio ¥ MUHUCTD HaKa3aHUU C 3aBUCTBI0O CMOTpenu Ha X5 CloUIsHa, CIIOKOMHO IIBIOIIET0 Yau.
Takoro reHepara eiie He OblJI0 B ucTopuu. OH HE TOJILKO CYMeJI 3aBoeBaTh cepalie Munb HOiicuHb, HO
¥ TAWHO BCTPeYaJiCs C AparoleHHoN HanoxHuie. OH He TOIBKO 0TOMpPA BIaCTh Y UMIIepaTopa, HO
¥ CITaJI C ero XKEeHOM, COXPaHsIs IPHU 9TOM HeBO3MYTUMBIH Bufl. Eciu ObI TaKOM YeoBeK OBIJT Bparom,
MOXKHO OBIJIO OBI TOJIBKO TaflaTh, KaK Thl YMPEIllb.

X5 CIoUJIsIH 3aMeTHUJT UX B3TJISIOBL U CJIeTKa ITIOBEPHYJI FOJIOBY:

— Yro?

l'ao Cro nocnenHo OTBETUI:

— Hwudero, mpocTo BeI, TeHepan X3, AeUCTBUTEIbHO YAUBUTEIbHBIN YEJIOBEK. ..

X3 CroinsH CIIOKOMHO KUBHY U 00JIbllle HUUero He cKa3aJsl, Ho ['ao Cio u MUHUCTP HaKa3aHUU
IIOYYyBCTBOBAJIM CTPaHHOE OEeCIIOKOMCTBO. MUHUCTD HaKa3aHUM 3arOBOPHUIL:

— l'enepar... y MeHs ecTb Bonpoc. Pa3 yx 'y Yk9Hb oCyKaeH, nodyeMy Obl He TIOKOHYUTH C 9TUM
OpIcTpee, 4TOOH U30eKaTh MUITHUX TPo0IeM? Bopyr uMnepaTop IPoCHeTCs B OnuKaniue oHH. ..

X9 CoMIgH CIIOKOWHO OTBETUIT:
— BpoBcTBylolIas uMIepaTpulia yxakKuBaeT 3a UMIIePaTOPOM, OH He IIPOCHETCS.

['ao Cro ¥ MUHHUCTD HaKa3aHUU B3APOTHYIU. ITU CJI0Ba CKPHIBAJIX CIMIIKOM MHOTO MH(MOpPMAIUH.
VimmepaTop OBITT POOHEIM CHIHOM BOBCTBYIOIIEH umnepaTpuilbl! Uto ke caemnan X CioinsH, 4ToOb
OHa IIOMOTJIa eMy IIPOTUB CBOEro COOCTBEHHOTO pebeHKa?

[laxe 3T [BOe, IPUBHIKIINE K 3JI0fEeSHUSIM, IOYYBCTBOBAJIX XOJION B CIIMHE, IJIAAsA Ha X3 ClousiHa.
B 3TOT MOMEHT cHapyxu BOexKa CiIyra, OpoKallui KaK JIUCT, ¥ yIall Ha KOJeHU, Kpuya:
— T'ocnopa... Kauunep I'y... ero noxutunu!

MunuCTp HaKa3aHUU BCKOYUIIL:



— Yrto?! Kak 3T0 Bo3MoxkHO0?! HebecHasi TeMHMIIA TOA3€MHOT0 MUPa HEIIPOHUIIaeMa Haxe s
JY4YLIUX MacTEPOB BHYTPeHHeH 9Hepruu. Kak MOXKHO OBIJTO BEIBECTH OTTYHA KaHIJIepa, KOTOPHIH
maxe Kypuily yOuTb He MOXKeT?

Crnyra 4yTh He IIJTaKal:
— 4... 9 He 3HAMW...

l'ao Cio 6bin criokoiiHee. [la, HeOecHas TeMHUIIa TO3€MHOT0 MUpPa Obllla HEIPUCTYIIHA AaXkKe A7
Jy4IIMX MacTepPOB, HO €C/IU y YeJlIoBeKa Obllla HEBEPOSITHASI BHYTPEHHSIS SHEPTus, 3TO OBLI0
BO3MOXHO... Hanpumenp...

Bpara XycyH.

T'ao Cio mocmoTpen Ha X3 CioiisiHa, TOT OCTABAJICS CIIOKOEH, JIUIIb MEJIEHHO BCTAl U TUXO
TIPOU3HEC:

— Celzom.

3a nmpepenamMyu MUHUCTEPCTBA YMHOB pPa3fasics NedeHAINN Oyiry BoT4ui Bor. Cel3i0i CIPEITHYII C
BOPOT, €r0 IIaryu COTpsIcany 3eMI0. HeCKOIbKO CIyT, He BUAEBIINX HUYEro M0ogo0HOTO, YyTh He
IIOTEPSJIA CO3HaHUE.

X3 Co#nsiH cierka IMOANPHITHYI U B3JIeTEN BBEPX, OpocuB (pa3sy:
— Bepnu Bolicka 3a MHOM.
CKa3zaB 9T0, OH MCYe3 B MTHOBEHHE OKa.

l'ao Cio uyTh He 3allaKat: X0Tb OBl a7 BpeMs MOAroTOBUThCSI! Kak morHaTh ero Ha ABYX HOTaX,
KOT[ja y Hero UX I1ecCTh?!

Tem BpemeneM E XKanb u I'y YxkoHb 6exanu u3o Bcex cui. E 2Kaub 6511 MacTepoM O0€BEIX HUCKYCCTB,
HO TaIIUTh 3a c000# 'y YK9HS, KOTOPEIM OB OJTHBEIM ciabakoM, OBIJI0 HempocTo. Bckope ux
3aMEeTHIIH COJIHATHI OXPaHHE, ¥ Havanach morous. E 2KaHb He MOT MCIIOTb30BaTh BCIO CBOIO CHITY, HE
JKeJasi yOuBaTh HEBUHHBIX, U MOT TOJIbKO OexkaTh, Tama ['y YxkaHS.

I'y YK9Hb YYBCTBOBAJI, YTO BOT-BOT 3aKAIIJIIET KPOBBIO, 3aBIXasICh, OH KPUYaJl:
— 9M... 9i... Opoch MeH4... nagHo? 7 ellle He Ka3HEH, a y&Ke yMpy oT 6era. 3To BooOIIle HOpMaIbHO?

E XKaHb ornsguyncs u yBugen, 4To ['y UYKsHb JeliCTBUTENILHO BHITJIAMEN Kak 060pBaHel], C
pacTpenaHHEIMU BOJIOCAMHU U TJla3aMU, TOTOBEIMHU BBITIE3TH U3 0pOuT. OH Pa303/uics ele O0JIbIIe:

— Becnosne3Hwi.
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