— Torga roe xxe MHe OCTAHOBHUTBLCH? — IIpsAMO CIIPOCHUIT Boaup LIu. — I/IMnepaTop IIPUKa3aJl MHE
COIIPOBO2KOATh KHAXKHY B ycaub6y. Hey}KeHI/I OJId MEHA TaXKe KOMHATy He HpI/ITOTOBI/IJ'II/I?

— locnioguH, 4To BEI roBopuTe. KHSXKHA 3apaHee He 3Hasa, YTO BH 37eck Oymete, — Llun JlyaHb
KuBHya ['y UYsHb, yKa3riBas eil BOUTU B KOMHATY, a 3aTeM oTBeTusa Banb Lu. — [ToaTomy Baliia
KOMHaTa HaxoguTcsd BHU3Y. [loxanyucTa, CiegyuTe 3a MHOM.

Yepes mBeps ['y YaHb cujena 3a CTOJIOM, Halllylajla YalHUK C eIlle CBeXKUM YaeM, KOTOPHIH ObLT
cnerka ropssyuM. OHa HeOpexKHO HajIua Yal, HO He IIHJIa, TOJIbKO BIbIXajla apoMaT, ¥ JIUIIb ITOTOM
IIOHSJIA, YTO 9TO XKaCMHUHOBHIM 4al, 0 KoTopoM IOHE 2KaHb Tak [0Jr0 rOBOpPHUIa B Iy TH.

'y Ysnp MalllMHANIBHO BCTasla, IIOCMOTpPEia B CTOPOHY COCefHel KOMHATH], HO 3aTeM CHOBa Cella,
MoT4a HacllaXkaasch yaeM. BeuepoM yxuH eii npuHecna Llun JlyaHnb npsiMo B KOMHaTy, u ['y UsHb He
ymanock yBumeTh FOub 2Kanb. [lake B cocegHell KoMHaTe ObIJIO TUXO, U OHa Hayajla COMHEBAThCS,
neucteuTenbHO i FOHB 2Kaub TaM. Jlexka Ha MiIrkoM ogesine, ['y UsHb 3aKkphina rnasa. [lonras
mopora [y Hee OblyTa He B HOBUHKY, HO ceiyac oHa 6ecmokounach o FOHb 2KaHb, 6051Ch, YTO Ta He
BhIZIEpKUT. EV X0Tesmoch npoBenath ee, HO pa3 FOHb 2KaHb He mociana 3a Hel, 3Ha4uT, BCe B
OpPsIIKe.

OHa BCIIOMHUJIa MOMEHT, KOTZla UX B3TJIAbl BCTPETUIIACD IIepe]] BEIXOJOM U3 MOBO3KU. OHa 3Haa,
YTO TOTHA €y, BO3MOXKHO, CTOMJIO YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO OHA IIpoMoJIdana. A 0 ueM fymasa B TOT MOMEHT
FOup XKanw? I'y UsHb He Moria BCnoMHUTE. OHa TOJIBKO 3HAJIa, YTO YyBCTBOBaa cebs HEJIOBKO B
TECHOM IIPOCTPAHCTBE MTOBO3KH, U BhIOPasia MOCIeNIHoe 6eTCTBO, XOTS He MOHUMaJla, 3a4eM.

['y YsHb B3[OXHYJIa ¥ BAPYT Pe3K0 OTKphIIa ria3a. OHa ycrbliana 3BYK CKPeIUBaIOINXCsS Medel,
MT'HOBEHHO BCKOYMIIa C KPOBATH U, He TOBOPS HU CJIOBa, BEIOMIIA OBEPh B KOMHATY KOHB KaHb.

— THI...
I'y Yanb 3amonuana, yBupeB FOub 2KaHnb B uepHOi o6ieraroliei ofexie, 1 HaXMypHUIach.
— BHU3y 4TO-TO IPOUCXOOUT.

FOHub XKaub He youBUiIacs nossiaeHuto 'y YaHb, KUBHYJIa ¥ [IPOAOJIXKUIA 3aBA3bIBaTh 0sC. OHa
HUKOI'TIa He HOCuJa Takylo ofexny, Llun JlyaHs He ObIJIO PAIOM, U, HECMOTPS Ha TO, YTO 3TO OBLI
CTPOTWY Haps[, OHA HUKAK He MOrJla CIIPaBUTHCA C II0SICOM. B KOHIle KOHIIOB, OHA IIPOCTO 3aBs3ana
€ro y3JI0M.

— 4 3Halo, 3TO0 MoM miofu. A KakK pa3 cobupasnack no3BaTh Te0s. CoOepu Bellly, Mbl yiiieM, II0Ka UeT
cyMaToxa.

— HamnapgeHnue, HanageHue!

Kpuky cCHapyXu CTaHOBHIIUCH Bce rpoMue. ['y YsHb, XMypsICh, CMOTpPEJIa Ha 3aBsI3aHHBIHM Y3JIOM II0SIC
HOup 2Kanb, MOT4a IOOOIIUIAa ¥ pa3Bsi3ala ero, 3aTeM CHOBA 3aBs3ala.

— I'me Lun Jlyans?
— Omna ckopo momHuMeTCs. Y Tebs eCTh YTO-TO IIeHHOoe?
— Her, 30/10THIE UTJIBI BCETIAa CO MHOM.

— X0-X0, § TaK ¥ 3HAJ, 4TO 3eCh YTO-TO HeUnCcTO. OKa3bIBaeTCs, KHSIXKHA BCe 3apaHee IIOAT0TOBHIIA,



— TOJIOC 3a IBEPhI0 3Bydasl CaMOIOBOJILHO, C OTTEHKOM 3JI0PafiCTBa. — XOPOIII0, YTO UMIIEPATOP
TI0CJIaJT MEHSI BCTPETHUTh BaC, HHAUe KTO OBl OTBEYaJl 3a MCUe3HOBEHME KHSIXKHH? Kyma 3To BHI
coOpauch, Ballle BEICOYECTBO?

I'y Ysns BcTana nepeq FOub 2Kanb, 3amuiias ee, ¥ CIIOKOMHO OTBETHIA Ha Bompoc Baub Lu:

— KusikHa HUKyna He coOupaeTcs. I'ocrioguH BaHb, pa3 B IOCIAHKI [T OXPaHBl KHSIXKHEI, TOYEMY
He BHU3Y, 0TOMBAs aTaky?

— 41, 3HaeTe M, COBEPILIEHHO He CUJIEH B 6010, TO3TOMY Ny4lie Oyay PSAOM C KHSIXKHOM, YTOOB!
obecreyuTs ee 6e3o0macHOCTb, — BaHb LIy, omepirch Ha ABeph, IIOKavas IojoBoM, risas Ha FOHb
2Kans 3a cniuaow I'y UsHbe. — Monopas rinaBa I'y, aTo cnuiikoMm HebpexkHO. I[TocMOTpHUTE-Ka, KHIXKHA
yXKe Iepeofenach B JOPOXKHYIO OfeXKAy, SBHO IIPEeIBUAS, UYTO HallaAyT. DTH Hamlafgalolye, JOIKHO
OBITH, TOXKE II0 YbeMY-TO IIPHUKa3y, BEPHO, I'JlaBa IaBUIbOHA?

— locnioguH BaHb, ecniv BBl 3HaeTe, YTO IIPOUCXOAUT, JIy4llle He BMeIIUBauTeCh, YTOOH CITy4aliHO He
nocTtpagath, — KOHb 2Kanb noxnionana ['y YaHb 1o medy, 4TOOH Ta OTOIINIA, X caMa ob6paTunach K
Baub [Iu. — Ha Baiem MecTe 51 OBl cHienialia BUMI, YTO HUYETO He 3Hal0, U BepHYynachk B CTOMUILy,
IIPOMOIKasi MUTH BUHO U HACJaXAaThCs KpacaBUIlaMU. ITO Kyfa JIydllle, YeM CTaTh 0€CIIPU30PHEIM
nyxom!

— Her-Hert, KHSIXKHa, He IyraiTe MeHsl, — Baub [y mocnemHo 3aMaxal pykaMu. — 4 He 3[€ecCs,
yTOOB! BaC OCTaHABIMBATh, KHSXKHA. f IPOCTO... IPOCTO XO04Y Bac yAepxkKaTb. Mbl TOUHO HE CTaHEM
My2K€eM U KEeHOM, HO B IIaMsATh O MOUX IIPEXKHUX YYBCTBAX K BaM, KHSIKHA, HE MOTJIX OBl BH CHENIaTh
MHe opoykeHue? [lafiTe MHe BHIIOJIHUTE 3a[laHe UMIIEPATOPa, @ IIOTOM BB CMOXKETE OTIIPABUTHCS
KyZia YTOIHO, ¥ 3TO0 yKe He OyneT Moei 3a60TO.

— Kak Bam? — Banb Llu roBopus1 MATKO U yOemuTenbHO. — BunuTe 1M, g IOTy4nI 3afilaHue OT
“MIIepaTopa, U eClM g ero IMPOoBaJiio, KakK s CMOTYy OTYUTAThCA?

— Jlymaeb, TH CMOXKEIIb MeHs yOepkKaTh?
[lym BHU3Y cTaHOBUICH BCe rpoMue, ¥ FOH® 2Kane cxBaTtusa ['y UYsHb 3a 3amsacTee.

— Jlaxe ecyy TH IPUBEJT TPU THICSYY TBaPAEHIeB, CETOHS THl He CMOKEIIh MEeHSI OCTaHOBUTH, laXkKe
€CJTM IPUBEMelb TPUOATh ThICTY!

'y Ysnsp nogHANa PyKYy, U 30J10Tas BCIBIIIKA 3acTaBuiia Boaue Ly yriacTs Ha KOJI€HU, ONIUPasaCh Ha
[IBEPHOM KOCSIK U CKPUIIS 3yDaMu.

— 41 e cKa3aJj, YTO COBEPIIEHHO He CuIeH B 000! 3aueM TakK KEeCTOKO, MOJIomas raBa? JTo xKe
He4yecTHO!

— V¥V 1e6s He OyeT BO3MOXKHOCTH paccka3aTh 00 aToM, — 'y UsHb roBopuia XonogHo. — Eciu
3HaeIllb, YTO He CHUJIeH B 0010, 3aUeM Jie3ellb Ha POKOH?

— Jlamno, magHo, 9 cgalock! — Baus 1lu ¢ mocamoi ckasan. — Y Hac ¢ KHAXKHOM BCe-TaKH OblIa CBSI3b.
Ecnu Ol He MOSI TPeaHHOCTh, TH OB celiyac He Haclaxkpanack cBo6omou. Trl OB y2Ke poguia
HECKOJIbKO meTel! Temepb TH OKpeIa U MOXKeIllb YUTH, HO YTO TH OCTaBuia MHe? HeGnaromapHast!

OH mpopmosKa, CUOs Ha MOMy:

— Bor nmoueMy XKeHIIKMHB Takue HebmarogapHeie! Eciu Ov1 He s, ¢ TBoel 601e3HEHHOM KPacoTou 1



CTaTyCOM KOPOJIEBCKOM KHSIKHEI, 3HaAEIlb, CKOJIbKO 6e3neIbHUKOB B CToNnuIle MeuTanu Ovl 0 Tebe?
ME&1, 6e30eTbHUKY, 0002KaeM TaKuX, KakK Thl. 2KeHUTHCS Ha Tebe — 9TO moXKM3HEeHHoe O0raTCTBO, U He
HY2KHO HMYero genaTh! ITo upeasnbHas xkeHa aiis 6e3nenbHuKka!l Ecnu OB He MOM OTell, KOTOPHIN
YMOJISIJI MEHS TIOMOYb C 3TOM IIOCTAHOBKOM, s ObI ¥ He CBSI3BIBAJICS C BaMH, XKeHIuHaMu! Thl Takast
JKe, KakK TBOSI MaTh, Oeccepmeyunast! Ecmu ObI MO# OTeI] He OCJiel, BIOOUBIIKUCEH B TBOIO MaTh, @ OHA —
B CTapIIyio NPUHIIECCY, Hac Obl He BTSIHYJIN B 9Ty UCTOPHIO Ha CTONBKO eT! M Temeph TH CHOBa
MIOMICTABIISIEIh MEHS. YXOOU, eC/IU X04elllb, HO 3a4€eM [ielaTh 3TO Yepe3 MeHsA? Ecnu g noTepsiio Tebs,
KakK s OTYUTAIOCH Iepes HUM?

— Tel... KaHIUIEp 3acTaBuI Te0s MPUTBOPSTHCS BIIOOIEHHBIM B MEHSI, YTOORI OTBIIeYh HMIIEpaTOpa?
— HOup XKanb 3aropopusia ¢ COMHeHHEeM, HO 6osbiire cMoTpesta Ha 'y UsHb. Bans Liu roBopun
6e3myMHO, HO mMOHsIa 1 ['y YaHb ero cioBa?

— Jlaguo! Yxonu, — Baub Ly, Bce elne pa3gpakeHHBIM, MaXHYJI PYKOU. — f myMasl, 4TO XKeHUThCS
Ha Tebe OymeT Hemoxo. d Obl MpomomKa ObTh 6e30eTbHUKOM, Thl OBl 3aHMMAaJIaCh CBOMMHU IeJlaMH,
1 MBI OBl He Melllalu ApPyT Apyry. A maxe Mor Obl IpUKphIBaTh TeOs. Ho Th, KOHEYHO, flaXke He
cooO0II1Ia MHEe HIYETO, a ellle YyCTpousia MHe B30yuKy. C XKeHIIIMHAMHU JIy4dIlle He CBSI3BIBAThC !

— Vxomnwu, st BUXKY, TH HE U3 TeX, KTO IIOOUT MYyKUYUH ¥ MOXKET OBITh YbeU-TO JKeHOH, — BaHb Lu
yBumen, kak FOub 2Kaub nepxut ['y UsHb 3a 3amsacTbe. — TH TaKas &Ke, KakK TBOS MaTh, TOJIBKO
OTOMBAEIIbL XKEHIIWH Y My2KYKH. X0OPOIII0, YTO 5 He JKeHUJICS Ha Tebe, HHaUYe B MOEM oMe He OBII0
Onl TOKOsT! 4 OBI CTaAs Poro...

— I'maBa naBunboHa!

Tonoc LuH Jlyans npepsai ero. OHa OgHsANACh C MEYOM B PyKe, B3TJIsIHYJIA Ha CUMSAIIETrO Ha II0JTy
Baup 1y, nHYya ero B CTOPoHY U oOpaTtunack K FOub XKaHs.

— I'nmaBa, meno 1mi10xo. ATo He Halllx Ionu!

— Yrto ¢ TBoeu pykou? — FOHB 2KaHb oTnycTuna 3ansacTtbe ['y UsHb, HAaXMyPUBIINCH, YBULEB
okpoBaBneHHyio Llun JlyaHb. — UTO CITy4UIoCh?

— [Inan usmenuncs, — Lun Jlyans, gepKach 3a PyKy, CEpbe3HO CKa3ajla. — ITO He Te, KOTO MbI
IIOATOTOBUJIK. DTO HACTOSILIME Halafawlye, 1 HalllK JIFONX, LOIKHO OBITh, TOIaIu B 3acany!
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