HOub 2KaHb IPUTBOPHUIIACH, OYOTO HUYET0 He 3HAET, OMYCTHUB B3IJIA/ Ha pacIuToe ofesno. Kasanocs,
OHa He B CHWJIaX OblJIa MPUHSATH MPOUCXOMINee, CJIOBHO OblJIa OXBaueHa Iedasbio ¥ YyBCTBOBAJIA Ce0s
OOUHOKOU U OecroMoInHoM. MmepaTop, Ka3anock, OBUI JOBOJIEH TEM, YTO YBUIE, ¥ IIPOIOJIKIIL:

— B To Bpemst 9T0 COOLITHE BLI3BATI0 OTPOMHBIHM pe30HAHC KaK B MUPe 00eBBIX UCKYCCTB, TaK U MPU
nBope. Mol oTell HU 3a YTO He corjamaics. 2KaHb, TBOS MaTh, KaK ¥ THI, BEIPOCJIa B JBOPIIOBBIX
creHax. OHa Oblla MPOCTOAYLIHOM U T0OPOM, OKPYKEHHOM 3a00TOM U BCerfa Mojy4yaBIliel Bce, YT
xoTena. Kak oHa MOTjIa 3HaTh, HACKOJILKO KOBAPHHI JIIOAK B MUPE OOEBHIX UCKYCCTB?

— YTo6HI OLITE BMECTe C ri1aBol ITaBunroHa TaHbBI03, OHA FOTOBA OLLIa IOMTH Ha BCe, maKe Ha... —
3mech Toj0c UMIIepaTopa APOTHYII, CJIOBHO eMy OBLIO CTHIIHO IIPOU3HECTH 3TO BCIyx. — OHa
oOMaHyJa Bcex HaC, CKa3aB, YTO yxKe 6epeMeHHa, 4TO0 pefeHOK — ux 00Iasi KpoBb, ¥ 3aCTaBUIa OTLA
COTJTIAaCUTHCS Ha WX coi03. Ho Ha camoM fejie 9T0 ObIT OTPOMHBIM 00OMaH U JTIOXKB!

HOus 2Kaub Mmonyana. OHa YZXKe OoraabeiBajaCh, 4TO CKA2KeT UMIIePaTOp, ¥ XO0JIOA ITOCTEIIEHHO
IIPOHHUKAJII B €€ cepane.

C OpeBHUX BpEMEH CUMUTAJIOCh, YTO MIOTOMCTBO MOKET MOSIBUTHCS TOJIBKO OT COI03a MYXKYUHHI U
XKeHIHBL. PoxneHre pebeHKa OT IBYX KEHIIWH ObIJI0 aOCYypmoM, HO KMEHHO 3TO YAaI0Ch CeIaTh
CTaplei mpuHIecce B To BpeMsi. Ta XKeHIIMHA B IBOPI[OBOM Hapsiae, C HEXKHOM YIIBIOKOM, He
3a60TsICh 0 COOCTBEHHOM 6€30aCHOCTH, 0TYasTHHO 00POJIach 3a UX JII000Bb, OCTABUB CBUIETEIHCTBO
UX YyBCTB. ITO OBIJTI HEOCIIOPUMEIX (DaKT.

B rpynu FOub 2Kaub pasnuBanach octpas 601b. OHa Kpenko IpuxKaia PyKy K Cepaly, cierka
HaxMypHuB OPOBH.

W Teneps 3TOT GHAKT MOMKEH OBITh pa3pylleH ee COOCTBEHHRIMEU pyKamu! MMmepaTop 3acTaBIsll ee
IPU3HATH, YTO MEXKIY €€ MaTEPhIO ¥ MaMO He OBIII0 HUKAKOH JTI00BH, UTO BCE 3TO OBIIO JI0KbBIO U
o0MaHOM, ¥ aXKe ee POxKAeHUe OBITI0 PE3YIbTATOM TIIATENIbHO CIJIAHUPOBAHHOM UTPHI!

Omyuienue, 6YATO ee IIOTh pa3phiBaioT Ha YacTu. IOub XKaHb KanisHya, ¥ Ha IJIaTKe B ee PyKe
TIOSIBUJTCH TEMHO-KPaCHBIE TISITHA KPOBH.

— 3HAYUT, B TO BpeEMS MOS MaThb... OHa He OnlNa c rnaBoi [TaBUIIbOHA, KOTHa s pomunack? OHa...

— Ee ooManymu! — I'osoc uMnepaTopa cTaj TSxKeNnbiM. — JIIogu B Mupe 60eBbIX UCKYCCTB KOBApPHHL.
OHU clafiKuMM pedaMy U XUTPOCThI0O 00MaHy K ee, 3aCTaBUB JOOPOBOJILHO TIOMTH 3a KQHIIEPOM, U
TOJIBKO ITOCJIe 3TOTO THI IOSIBUIACH HA CBET. TBOSI MaTh Oblla HAUBHOM, TyMasi, UTO pebeHOK yOeouT
OTIIa COTJIACUTHCS Ha X Opak. Ho oTell cpa3y yBUMel, YTO Y TOM KEHIIUHHI ObITH 3]Ibie HaMePeHHs.
OHa HaMepeHHO CcONMMU3uIach C TBOEW MaTepPbio, YTOOH MPUBSI3AThCS K FIMIIEpaTopcKoMy IBOPY U
YKPENUThL CBOM TO3ULKK B MUPe 60eBhIX UCKYCCTB! — MIMIepaTop cxasl Kynnak. — 9T0 OblI
TIATEJIbHO CIIJITAaHUPOBAHHBEINM 00MaH, ¥ TBOSI MaTh OblJia BCETO JIUIIE IEIIKOX B ee pyKax!

FOup 2KaHb BHIIJIIOHYJIa KPOBB, M CBET B €€ I'Jla3axX Haydan yracaTk. Ee MaTh JelicTBUTENIbHO Oblla
TIEIIKOM, ¥ He TOJILKO OHa, HO ¥ caMa HOub 2KaHb Toxe Ovlna neiikoi. Ho 9Ta memrka He HaxXomuiiach
B pyKax ee MaMhl. C camMoro Hayasla OHa OblJla B pyKaX YejoBeKa Ha TpoHe. TOT, KTO CHMeN Ha
IPaKOHbEM TPOHE, UCII0Tb30BaJl €e MaTh, YTOOK KOHTPOJIMPOBATh €€ MaMy, 3aCTaBIIss ee CIIyKHUTh
ViMmepaTopCcKOMY OBOPY, a 3aTeM UCII0Ib30Ban camy FOHb 2KaHb, YTOOH IIPOAOJIKATE
KOHTPOJIUPOBaTh ee MaMy. M Temepp, KOTrfia HacTana ee o4epenb, OH OCMETIUAJICS TPOU3HECTH TaKHUe
CJIOBa, IepeBOpayuBasi BCe C HOT Ha rojyioBy. FOHb 2KaHb ciymiana 3To0 BOCEMHAALATh JIET, U BAPYT
oHa 00JIbIlle He MOTI'JIa 3TOI'0 BLIHOCHT.

Ee yununu BoceMHaIaTh JIET AepKaThCS MOfabIle OT Jiofiel u3 Mupa 00eBEIX UCKYCCTB, 3HATh CBOE



MeCTO ¥ OBITh ITPefaHHOM uMIIepaTopy. YToOk cenaTh U3 Hee 3Peylo MeIIKy, el maBaau Tak
HA3hIBAEMYI0 «MHUJIOCTh», YTOOLI OHA JOOPOBOJILHO 3aHSIIa MECTO CBOEM MaMbl, PUHSIB TUTYII TJIaBEI
[TaBunboHa TaHbIO3, U MPOJOIXKAJIA CIYXKUTH MMIIepaTopckoMy ABOPY. BoT B ueM OBLI CMBICT e€e
CyL1eCTBOBaHUSA!

BriTepeB KpoBb € yronka pra, FOHb 2KaHb CKBO3b 30JI0TUCTO-KEJITHIHU XajlaT UMIlepaTopa yBUAena
JKEeHIMHY B 3eJIeHOM OfesTHUHM, KOTopas fepKasa ee Ha pykKax. B ee ria3ax Bcerga Onlna medars, a
TeJio ObJIo TeMIbIM. Koryia oHM BUIeNCH B IIOCNIeNHuM pa3? Ax, a, oHa Obljla paHEHa, ¥ Ha ee pyKax
Onlta KpoBb. OHa BioXkwua B afoHb FOHL 2KaHb OKpoBaBIeHHbIHM XKeTOH TaHbI03 U CKa3asna:

— 2Kanw XKanb, Oy xopoIiel feBoYKoi. TOJIbKO TaK THl CMOXKeIb 3alUTUTh cebs. CnyInaics ux,
yTO OBl OHM HU TOBOPUIH Tebe enaTh.

— 2Kans 2Kanb, Korfia TH BEIpacTellh, Bce OYAET XOPOIIIO.
— XKansp, 4TO 1 He yBUXKY, KaK ThHI BEIpacTelllb. {1 OKAy K TBOEU MaTepH, ei, HaBePHOE, XOIO0OHO.
— [TomuwM, 6yOb XOpoIIen 0eBOYKOM.

Bynp xopoiueii, ciayiraiics. To ObIM ee mocnenuue cioBa. C Tex nop FOub 2Kaub 60JIbllle HUKOTHA He
BHJIeNla CBOI0 MaMy. OCTaBIIKUCh OfIHA B ITyCTOM IBOPIlE, OHA HAay4YWIach OBITh IIOCTYITHON, IIOTOMY
YTO Ta, KTO TAaKOM HaBelllaia ee, 6oblile He mpuxoguna. HUKTo OoJibllle He 3alllMINal ee, KOrma ee
oOuzKany, HUKTO He BOOUJI ee HOYbI0 CMOTPETh Ha 60JIbIyio TyHy B CTONNIE, HUKTO He CTUpPAl U He
apoMaTHU3UPOBaJl ee UCIaYKaHHEIM IJ1aTOK. Tenepb 0HA MOTJIa TOJILKO XPaHUTh BCE 3TO B CBOEM
cepaue, OBITh TOCTYIIHEIM peOeHKOM, U3y4daTh JBOPIIOBLIM 9TUKET, BOUBAThL B ce0s1 MPenaHHOCTh
MMIIEPATOPY, JepKaThCs MOfabIIle OT JIIofei U3 Mupa 60eBLIX UCKYCCTB U CTAHOBUTLCS U€aIbHOM
IEIIKOM.

[ToToMy 9TO OHA 3Haja, YTO TOJILKO TaK, OyIy4YH IOCIYIIHON, OHA CMOXKET BBIKUTE. TOJIBKO TaK ee He
3aMeHsAT, ¥ Y Hee OyneT IIaHC U3MEHUThL CBOIO CyALOy!

W Temephb OHa HaKOHEII JOXKOanach 3Toro maHca! Mawma, 2Kaab 2KaHb BEIPOCIIa, TeIIePb OHA MOXKET
3amuTUThL cebs1! Bel BumuTe ato?

IIHM mmepeq paccBeTOM caMble TeMHBIe U XonogHble. FOHb 2KaHb 3aKphiia r1a3a, a KOrga OTKPhIIa UX,
XOJIOf B €€ B3TJISAMle UCUYe3, 0CTaBUB JIUIIb ITy00Kyi0 ycTanocTs. OKpoBaBIEHHBIH IIJIATOK yIIal Ha
II0JI, ¥ UMIIePaTop IMOTHSII ero. B ero ronoce ciklanuchk 3a00Ta u 6€CIOKONCTBO, KOTOphie FOHB
2KaHb crblliana yxke MHOTO JIeT, ¥ OHA MOTJIa Pa3/IMuYMTh B HUX 00JIeTYeHHeE.

Yem Gonee GecromoInHoOM Ka3zanack FOHb 2KaHb, TeM yBepeHHEe YyBCTBOBA ce6s MMIIEPATOP.
TonpKO Tak OH MOT OBITH YBEPEH B CBOEM KOHTPOJIe Haf Hell. Bups, kak FOub 2KaHb, MOTpsCeHHAs
CBOEM MCTOPHUEH, TeXKUT Ha KPOBATH, UCTOIIEHHAs 1 0e3XKu3HeHHasi, UMIIepaTop TOYyBCTBOBA
JIETKYIO XKaJI0CTh. B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, 9TO GBITT Ppe6EHOK, KOTOPOTO OH BHIPACTHII, BCETHA MOCTYUTHEIN U
TIOKOPHBIA. [Taxke eClTi OHa BOPYT PEIIUT BHIPBAThCS U3 €T0 PYK, CMOXKET JIK OHA 3TO CHENIaTh?

[TopcTpekaTenbCcTBO. MMIepaTop yXkKe chelan BEBOM. ITO ObIIO OACTPeKaTeabCcTBO. OH He IOBepsi
FOup XKanb, mosTomMy ocTaBuil ee B CTONUIE U HE ITO3BOJIMII €1 OTIIPAaBUTLCA Ha 10r. CuTyauus C
TOPTOBEIMK OYHTaMU B TPeX NMPOBHHLKAX L[3gHHaHM He Mora ObITh pa3pelneHa. Temeps OYHTH yKe
nobpanuck 1o CTONUI, ¥ €CITM UX HE OCTAHOBUTD, 3TO IIPUBENET K IMOTEPSIM U HaPOTHOMY
HEIOBOJILCTBY!

— XKaHb, nompasnsiics, — UMIIEPATOP Cesl Ha Kpai KpoBaTH, risans Ha 6nennyio FOub 2Kaub. — Ecnu
OBl 1 3HAJ paHbIIe... HO TEIeph ITO y&Ke He UMeeT 3HaueHus. f u3gan ykas, ¥ IOMOJIBKa



aHHyNUpOBaHa. THl CIOKOWHO TIOMPABIISAICS, OHSIA?
FOup 2KaHb KMBHYIIa, HEMHOT'O ITOMEJIJIUB, IIPEXIEe YEM CKa3aTh:

— Bame BennuecTBo, Ha caMOM fiefie s ITPUIIIa BO ABOPEIl, YTOOBI COOOIIUThL BaM HEUYTO BaxkHOe. £
IIOJIy4nJia U3BECTHE, YTO cTapenmuHa 1I3ui0s u3 [laBuiboHa OAKEPKUBAET CBSA3U C TOPrOBIIAMU
LI3ssHHAHU. DTOT TOPTOBLIM OYHT, CKOpee BCEro, OBINT CITPOBOLIMPOBAH YMBILIITIEHHO.

HOub 2KaHb roBopuia ciabbiM T'OJI0COM:
— Baime BenuuecTBo, 3T0 Mos1 omrOKa. [Tpoliy mpoiieHus.

— Kaxkoe 3To uMmeeT oTHoIIeHUe K Tebe? — B rnasax uMmepaTopa MeJbKHYJ rHeB. Ha 3ToT pa3 oH
mencTBUTENbHO omubcs. YBumes, 4yTo FOHb 2KaHb HEMHOTO0 TIOIIpaBUiIach, OH Hayasl ION03peBaTh €€,
00s1Ch, UTO OHA BHIUJIET U3-TI0M er0 KOHTpossa. Ho Ha camoMm mene [TaBunboH TaHbi03 ObIT
pasmpobreH, u ManeHbkas KOub 2KaHb He MOTJIa CITPOBOILIMPOBATH TaKKe Oecopsigku. Y Hee He OBIIO0
TAKHUX BO3MOXKHOCTEM. ITO OBIIM T, KTO UMeJI 37Tbie HaMepPeHHUs, MbITABIINECS UCII0Ih30BaTh €T0,
yToOBI n30aBuThCS OT KOHBL 2KaHb, 3acTaBUB €ro oTpe3aTh cebe pyKy!

— 4 no3abouyck 0 cutyauuy B LI3ssHHaHY, THl CIIOKOMHO MOIIPABISANUCS, — XOTS UMIIEPATOP yXKe
0TOPOCHII CBOM IIONO3PEHHUS, OH BCE JKe 0CTaBUJI 3TO NpefioxkeHNe, YTo0s npoBepuTh FOHL 2KaHb.
OH X0Ten NOCMOTPeTh, KakK OHA IIOCTYIIUT!

Ecnu oHa melCTBUTENBHO MOMPOCUT OTIIPABUTHLCS Ha 10T, UMIIEPATOp CXKasl Kyjlak, TOrAa ero
ofl03peHus OyIyT olpaBAaHbl, ¥ B TAKOM CJTydae OH He CMOXKET OTIIyCTUTh ee! Eciu oHa ocTaHeTcs
Ha ero CTOPOHE, OHA MOKMMET ero OIaceHus U He CTaHeT IIPOCUTh O TOM, YTO IIOCTABUT €r0 B TPYAHOE
nojaoxenue!

FOuw 2XKanb nomy3akpriia I1a3a, 03B0JISAS BpauaM IIPOBEPATE ee ykC. Ee mbixaHue ObI0
Me[JIeHHBIM, CIIOBHO OHa e[Ba MOTJla BEHIHECTU TSXKEeCTh XKU3HU. HEeCKOJIbKO Bpauer HECKOIIBKO pa3
MU3MePSIJIU ITyJIbC U JONIT0 00CYyKaaly, IIpexXae YyeM coOCTaBUTh perent. KOub 2KaHs, Tsaas Ha ux
03ab04YeHHBIE JIUIA, YCMEXHYTAcCh C JIETKOM HaCMEIIKO.
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