— Kanumnep Bans! — UMnepaTop yoapui 1o crony. — ChIH KaHIJIepa UCKPEHHE BITIOONIEH B KHAXKHY.
ThI, KaK ero oTel], He MOAOEPKUBACIIb 3TOT OpakK, ¥ yKe HEeCKOJIbKO pa3 IMPOCUIT MEeHST PaCTOPTHYTh
moMoJIBKY. Pa3Be Most KHsizkHa KOHBb 2KaHb He JOCTOMHA YeCTH Baled ceMbu? f BhI3Bas Te0s s
00CyXMeHHUs maThl CBaAbObl, @ HE IJIST TOT0, YTOOB! BHIC/IYIIIMBATH TBOM BO3PazKeHUs. ITOT Opak
COCTOUTCS, HE3aBUCUMO OT TOT0, COTJIaCeH THl U/ HeT. [IepBoro uucia ciuegyoilero Mecsia — gara
Ha3Ha4deHa!

— Bame Bennuectso!

FOup ZKanb crnerka momesenuiia rydbamMu. OHa He 0KMasa, YTO COOLITHUS Pa3BEPHYTCS TaK GBICTPO.
ViMmepaTop BHI3BAJI €€ BO ABOPEI] He Ol 00CYKOEeHUST TOPTOBOT0 OYHTA B TPEX IIPOBUHITUSAX
LI3ssaHanu. E€ 1enpio OBIIO KCIIOTb30BATh 3TOT ITAHC, YTOOH PACTOPTHYTH IIOMOJIBKY U OTIIPABUTHCS
Ha 10T, HO UMIIEpaTop OKa3aJICsl HAaCTOIbKO HEIIPEKJIOHEH, YTO axXKe MMoe3/1Ka Ha 10T He CIAaceT eé OT
CBabOBI. ITO HEe BXOOUIIO B €€ MTaHbl. KOHYMKY IasnblleB B PyKaBe BIUIUCH B TagoHb. OHA
HEeIOOIIeHNITa XKeJlaHue UMIIepaTopa KOHTPOIUPOBaTh [1aBuIb0H TaHbIOd ¥ XKAaTHOCTh YEJI0BEUECKON
HATYPHL.

— CeropHs KHsIKHa 3[IeCh, S OCMeJII0Ch BRICKa3aThcsa. — KaHIep Baub ymapuicst 160M o 1o, 1
KPOBb IIPOCTYIIKIIa Ha Koxke. — Korfla cTapias mpuHIlecca poguna KHIKHY, HIKTO He 3HaJ, KTO OBl
e€ otoM. Ecnu OBl He JOIIIO O CETOTHSIIHEr0 OHs, 51 OBl YHEC 3TOT ceKpeT B Moruny! Ho g He Mory
03BONMUTL Bamemy BenuuecTBy COBEPLINTH TaKyio omuOKy. CTapiilas IpHUHIIECCA B 3aTPOOHOM MHUDE,
HaBEPHOe, ILET MOIO KPOBb U €CT MOIO IIJIOTh. YMOJIsi0 Baile BemnuecTBO OTMEHUTD IIPUKa3, S TOTOB
yMepeThb B UCKYIIJIeHUE!

OH XOTeJl MOAHATHCS, YTOOH OPOCUTHCS Ha KOJIOHHY C TPAKOHOM.

— OctanoBute ero! — 'HEBHBIN KPUK UMIIepaTOpa efBa yCIleJa OCTaHOBUTh CTApPOro KaHIjiepa, U ero
OTTAIIWIK OT KOJIOHHBL. — Baub UK, 4TO TH UMeelns B BUAy?! CerogHs TH HOXKeH 00BSICHUTH BCE,
MHaYe JlaXke CMEePTh He CIaceT Tebsi OT BUHEI!

Bcé sTo mpousomino B MrHoBeHue oKa. FOHb 2KaHb, CTOABIIAS pSAOM, IIOUYBCTBOBAJIA JIETKOE
roJIOBOKpYyXKeHue. He TO 4TOOH IMIMuIbKa Obl/ia CIAUIIKOM TSIXKEJIOH, He TO YTOOH OHA, IOKUHYB
Témnoe ybexwulle, He MOTJIa BeigepxkaTb. OHa CTOsI/Ia IPSIMO y2Ke DOBOJILHO JOJITO0 U YyBCTBOBAJIA,
YTO efiBa HepPKUTCS. M Hade, T0YeMy OHa IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa, YTO MTOCTYIIOK KaHIyIepa ObIJT HACTOJIBKO
PEe3KUM, YTO Ka3ajcs HeoObICHUMBIM? [laXke eCli MaTh IIPOCHUIIA €0, 9TO He HOJIXKHO OBII0 OBITH
Tak!

To, 4TO e€ MaTh U CTaphIX KaHIyIep Obu 3HaKOMEI, FOHB 2KaHb, KOHEYHO, 3Hasna. Ho cefidac cioBa
KaHIJIepa yKa3bBalIK Ha 4To-TO Oosiee TIy00KOe, 0 4EM fJaxke uMiepartop He 3Hal. FOHb 2KaHb Morna
IyMaTh TOJILKO 00 OIMHOM BO3MOXKHOCTH. VIMEHHO U3-3a 3TOM BO3MOXKHOCTH OHA IIOYYBCTBOBAJIa, YTO
roJIoBa KPYXKUTCS €ll€ CUIbHEee, IOTOMY YTO 3TO OBIJIO IPOCTO HEBO3MOXKHO!

— KHs2kHa — MOST KpOBb, 9TOT OpaK HUM B KOEM Clly4ae He MOXKEeT COCTOSAThCS. YMosiio Baiie
BenuyecTBo oTMeHUTH Tpuka3! — KaHiep Baub ymapuscs 160M o 10JjI, KpOBb TEKJIA 110 ero JIUIY. —
O ToM, 4YTO NIPOM30IIJIO TOTIa, S He X0Uy TOBOPUTEL oApo0HO0. Ho pas yxk meno gouiio 4o 3Toro, S
00JIbIlle HE MOT'Y CKPHIBATE.

FOuw XKanb cnerka nomaTHyIach, TIAAs Ha KaHIiepa, KOTOPHIM Telephb Ka3asics TPOUHBIM. Tenephb
oHa OblIa yBepeHa, 4TO 3TOT KaHIIep, Kak ropopmwia ['y YsHb, BO3MOKHO, UCIBITHIBAJ YTO-TO K €€
MaTepH. ViHaue 3aueM Obl OH CHeas Ajis He€ TakK MHOTO?

OTten? Cepré3no? OTKyma y Heé€ oTell? Kak KaHIJIep cOOMPAEeTCst BRIKPYTUTLCS U3 9TOM mku? FOHBL
2KaHb Havana HepPBHUYATh. FiMIiepaTop ObLT TOMO3PUTENIBHEIM, OH He TIOBEPUT TakK ImpocTo. Eciu



BEI30BYT Bpayda, BCE Cpa3y packpoeTcs. UTo Tor[a meaTth?

— XKawub, g TBOM oTelr! — CTapelid KaHIJIED, CO Ce3aMu Ha rja3ax, cMoTpen Ha FOHb XKaHb, U B €ro
B3TJISIIe YUTANTKUCh TI000Bb U BUHA, KOTOPBIE BOT-BOT BHUIBIOTCS HapyXy. 3aTeM FOub 2KaHb yBUTENA,
KakK OH eJ[Ba 3aMEeTHO KUBHYJI, SBHO 0XKHKfas, YTO OHa ChHIrPaeT CBOIO POJib.

Kak et urpats? FOHb 2KaHb He 0KuOasa, YTO CTONKHETCS C TaKou cuTyalmed. OHa Oblsla He TOTOBA K
TAKOMY ITOBOPOTY COOBITHI. BCE 3TO MPOM30IIIO TaK BHE3AITHO, YTO OHA €[Ba MOTJIa CIIPABUTHCS.
HorTu Bnmmuck B 1afoHb, 00/Ih IPHHECIa MITHOBEHHOe objeruenne. ECy KaHIpIep peImics Ha 9To,
3HAYUT, Y HETO eCTh IIJIaH. [laxke eclu MyiaHa HeT, mobas 3afiepxkKa OymeT mone3Ha.

HOnw 2Kanb cobpaja aMOIUMH, U B €€ Tla3ax IMOSBUIIOCh HefmoBepue. CHenas Mmapy IIaros, OHa
IIOYYBCTBOBaJia Pe3Kyio 00Jb B rpyau. MHCTUHKTUBHO CXBAaTUBIIKCH 3a Cepflle, OHA KALIHYa, U
KPOBb XJIbIHYIa U3 €€ pTa. OHa IMOCMOTpesia Ha alyio KPOBb Ha JIafIOHX ¥ 3aTeM yTaja Ha moi. Eciou
HYKHO TSIHYTb BpeMs, TO IIYCTh 3TO OyIET HOoJbIIIe.

— Kusgxual
— IOnb 2Kaub!
— 2KaHb!

Korga FOHb 2KaHb 3aKphlia rjla3a, e MoKa3asoch, YTO OHA CIIBIIIKT rooc MaTepu. Ta, B 6eom
IIPOCTOM XaJiaTe, C TOBSI3KOM Ha I'0JI0Be U IPUYECKOY aoca, CTOs/Ia Ha CTEHE ABOPLA U yirbanach
eil, yuua e€ YuTaTh U nucath, Opana ¢ co60l Ha KPHIIIY CMOTPETH Ha NyHY. JIyHa Obljia Takoi
OOBIION U KPYTJIOH, ¥ OHa YyBCTBOBAJIa CIabblit apoMaT BUHA OT MaTEPH.

A notom? Co3nanue FOHb 2KaHb OTHOCTHIO TOMYTHEJIO0. OHa YyBCTBOBAjIa TOJIBKO XOJIOH, TaKOU
xo7of, OyATO CHOBa OKa3ajlach B IIyCTOM clajbHe, TOe MaJeHbKas OHa IJlakasa, 30BS MaMy, HO
OoJbIlle HUKTO He OOHMMAJl €€ ¥ He pacCKa3biBajl KUCTOPUM O IOMe, YKa3biBas Ha MOPTPET KEHIIUHEI B
OBOPILIOBOM Hapsfe.

Korpa FOub 2KaHb 04HYysach, €€ Teno ObII0 JIEOSHBIM, a B BUCKaX IylbcupoBana 601b. OHa OTKpPHLIa
rJla3a ¥ II0OCMOTpeJia Ha 3HaKOMbIe, HO Uy2KUe II0JIOTY KPOBaTH, Ha eé ryfax IosiBUIach ropbKas
ynbeiOKa. XOTs OHa JXKWJla B 9TOM [IBOPIIE JOJIT0e BpeMsi, ¥ €€ MaTh TOXKe XKWJIa 37[eCh, OHa He
UCIBITBIBAIa K 3TOMY MecTy mio6Bu. OHa Oblyla yBepeHa, YTO MaTh YyBCTBOBAJa TO XK€ CaMoe.

X0oTsl OHM HUKOTTIa He BCTPeYaiCh, OHU KUK B ODHOM XOJIOMHOM JIBOPIlE, X YYBCTBA, IPOHUKAS
CKBO3b 0€3yIIHEIe KUPIIUYK U BPEMS, B TUXHE HOUYM CO3/IaBasii CUJIHHBIN PE30HAHC.

— KHsgxHa o4yHynacs!

— 2Kanb, Kak TH ce0s uyBCTBYyelb? — 2KENThIM Kpak ofge bl UMIepaTopa MoIalt B 1ojie 3peHusI.
FOup 2Kanb x0Tena MOJHSITHCS, HO OH OCTAHOBUJ e€. — OTObIXal, Bpauu yxkKe OBIIK 3[0eCh. ITO MOS
BUHA, 51 He [I0/I2KeH OBl BHI3HIBATh TeOs BO IBOpeLl, OyAy4u 3aHAT geflaMu. f gyMar, 4yTo ThH
IIOIIPaBUIACh U IIPOTYJIKA HEe ITOBPEOUT, HO 5T OIIuOaICs.

— Bamre BenmuuecTBo, CO MHOM BCE B TIOPSITKE.
Ceiiuac e€ 6omnbie Oecrokousa cygbba KaHIpIepa.

Kak ¥ 0Xunanoch, UMIEpaTop, YBUIEB €€ TPEBOXKHEBIN B3TJIS, B3MOXHYJI U CKa3al:



— Bonp YKuM 5T 0OCTAaBUII CTOSTH Ha KOJIEHSX B 3ajie. $1 MoHKMMAl0, 4YTo Tebe TPYOHO MPUHSTDH 3TO, MHE
TOXKe TPynHO. Ho Bpaum yxKe OBbUIM 37€Ch, U 51 TPUKa3aJsl CAelaTh TECT Ha POACTBO IO Karljie KPOBH.
2Kans, 3TOT Opak, 0X0xKe, He COCTOUTCS.

HOuw XKans gporayna. Kak ato mormo 6eiTh? Kak oHU coemnanu TecT Ha poncTBo? Kak 9To BooOiie
BO3MOKHO?

— ¢ He mOHMMAl0, KaK KaHIUIep MoXeT ObITh MouM oTioM? — FOHb 2KaHb noAHSMA I'/1a3a ¢
ynpsaMcTBoM. — Baile BenmmuecTBo 3HaeT 0 YyBCTBaX MeXKIy MOEl MaTephio U e€ Bo3mo0ieHHon. Kak
KaHIJIEP CTall MOUM OTIIOM?

910 OBIn0 crurkoM... OHa He 3Haa, KaK BEIKPYTUTHCS U3 9TOM cUTyaluu. KaHIyiep OblT CITUIIKOM
ymensiM! Best 3HaTh 3Hasa, 4To FOHb 2KaHb — 00Yb CTapllel IPUHIIECCH U ObIBIIEH TJIaBhl
[TaBunboHa TaHbBI03, €€ MaTepu. XOTS 3TO OBIIO «CKaHOATbHOM» TalHON KOPOJIEBCKOM CEMbBH, HO OHA,
JKuBas, Oblla 30eCh, KTO MOT 3TO oTpullaTh? Tem Oojee, Teneps OHa, IepxKa XKeToH TaHbi03, CTana
HOBOM raBo¥ [TaBunboHa TaHb03. ITO ObIT HeoCTTOPUMEIHA (PakT. Kak KaHIIep CMOT IPUAyMaTh el
otua? Kak ummeparop nmoBepuin? U 3TOT TeCT Ha POACTBO, BCE 3T0 cOuBaso FOub 2KaHb ¢ TONKy. YeM
0oIbIlle OHA He Bepwuiia, TeM O0bIe UMIIepaTop MoBepuI, u 6pak ObIT OKOHYATEILHO OTMeHEH. Ho
KaHIIepy NPUILUIOCHh HECNTaaKo.

KoneuHo, ecnu Ol OHa He OblJIa Ha CTO IIPOI[EHTOB YBEPEHA, UTO OHA — [0Yb CBOEH MaTepH U eé
BO3TI00IEHHOM, OHa Obl, BO3MOXKHO, Hayajla COMHEBAThCS B CBOEM NIPOUCXOXKAEHNUU! 3a OOUH BU3UT
BO [IBOPEI] OHa BAPYT oOpena oTia. ITo 010 HeuTo! Eit HyxkHO OymeT cnpocuth y I'y YaHb, YTO 3TO
3a KOJIMOBCTRBO!

ViMmepaTop, IIsg Ha e€ XPYyNIKoe JIUIO, I0JTHOe XKeJlaHUs Y3HaTh IIpaBay, B3OOXHYJI U BCTall, TS B
OKHO, CJIOBHO pa3[OyMbIBasi, Kak eil Bcé 00bsacHUTh. FOub 2KaHb, coOpaB cuibl, cobpanach C OyXOM.
Kan1ep BaHb Ipoioxkun eii myTh, TEIIEPh BCE 3aBUCENIO0 OT He€ caMol. Eciii oHa CcIipaBUTCS, TO 9TH
BBICOKME CTEHHI U I'Ty0OKue OBOPH! G0osbile He OymyT UMETh K Hel oTHolneHus. Ecnu HeT... FOHB
ZKansp cxkaja npocThHHI. OHa He MOXKET IIOTEPIeTh Heyaauy, OHa [OJIXKHA CIIPaBUThCA!

— DTO HOJIXKHO OBIZIO OCTATHCS B IMPOIIJIOM, ¥ HUKTO He MOJIKEeH ObII 00 9TOM T'OBOPUTH. —
VimmepaTop, CTOSI CIIMHOM, Hayall paccKa3biBaTh. — Most cecTpa Oblyia n36ayioBaHa U MIPUBHIKIIA K
BHUMAHWUIO B CTOJIUIIE, A 3@ €€ IIpefie/laMy OHA Cpa3y MpUBJIeKaia BHUMaHUe. M oHa MpUBIEKIIa
BHUMaHUE He KOro-Huby[ab, a riaBel [TlaBuiboHa TaHb03, KOTOpas Obl/Ia HA MMUKEe CJIAaBLI B MUPE
00€eBHIX UCKYCCTB. — MMIIepaTop, TOBOPSt 9TO, TOBEPHYJICS U B3rIsIHY Ha IOHb 2KaHb, 1 B €T0
B3IJIsIIe MEJIbKHYJIO YTO-TO HEBBICKA3aHHOE U MTONO3PUTEIIbHOE.
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