— T'ocniopa, HEeyXenu Bel CYuTaeTe ce0s1 671arOPONHBIMU MyKaMu? ITO MIPOCTO CMEIITHO. ..

Ycneimas cioBa JIio FOs1, M0onofor 4enoBeK B POCKOIIIHOW OfeXK[Ie 3a COCEOHUM CTOJIOM HE CMOT
coepXkaTh HacMellleK. B 3ame TyT ke pa3mascs CMeX.

Ve3n Xaub 61 MajleHBKUM MECTOM, TTie BCe 3HaU APYT ApyTra B JIXI0, I09TOMY BCE
IIPUCYTCTBYIOIMYE ObUIA 3HAKOMBI.

— Bbax!
JIio ®3H, He BBIIEPKAB, IEPBHIM XJIOMHYJI 10 CTOJIY X BCKOYMII C MECTa, THEBHO KPUKHYB:

— Yxas lig0, He epexogu rpaHulibl! TH IUIIL I0TH3YEIIbCS TEM, YTO TBOU OTEI] — YE3THBIN
Havya/lIbHUK!

UYxkan L1510 ¢ Ipe3peHreM IIOCMOTPEN Ha HETO:

— A 4To, ecnu 5 nepenny? Pa3Be TBOM «6arononyuHbi» 6pat unu [y ®3i, 3TOT IPOoXomuMelr,
IOCTOMHEI 3BaHUs 6JITarOPOOHEIX MyKeH?

— Crapuk Y, 3Tu XyJIUraHbel MEUTAIOT O TBOEH [IparoleHHON BHYYKe, TH YTO, HEe COOMpAaeNIhCs
BMeIIaThCSA?

KTo0-TO M3 3aYMHINMKOB, KeJas [06aBUTh Macyia B OTOHb, TPOMKO KPUKHYJI B CTOPOHY CTOMKH.

— Xopotiro, ecyu Mo 6paT He TOCTOWH 3BaHUS 0IarOPOIHOI0 My»Ka, Jai MHE B3TJISTHYTb, CKOJIBKO ThI
CcaM CTOHIIB!

JTro KO#1, 10 3TOT0 MOTYABIIKI, CXBATHII CO CTOJIa TOPCTH Iayiouek u Opocusics Ha Yxkas Lsgo. JIo
®oH, yBUEB, YTO OpaT Hayasl AeiCTBOBATh, 3aCY4YHU/I PyKaBa U IPUCOEOUHUIICS K Apake. [Ipy3bs
UxkaH L[g0, BUAs, KakK ero u3buBaioT OpaThs JIio, XxoTenu BMemaThcsi, HO [y ®ait OBICTPO CIIPaBUIICS C
HUMHU.

— I1, aTu rocriofa BEITTIAAAT KakK JIIOAU, a HpaThCsa He YMeEOT.
Iy @311 III0HYT Ha 3€MITIO.

Korpga 6patbs JIto Hayanu geiicTBoBaTh, Cs10 JI3 0Ka3anach psSmoM U HMCIyrajaach. Buns, Kak YxkaH
L1510 ©30MBaIOT 70 KPUKOB O IIOMOIIY, OHA IIOHUMaJla, YTO eCJIA BMEIIaeTCsI, TO TOXKe IIOJIyYUT CBOIO
nomio. OTiE 9TUX GpaTheB OBIIN YBazKaeMbIMU MECTHBIMU II9HBIIN, 1 HEM3BECTHO, KaK OHU
BOCIIUTA/IU TaKUX XyJIUTaHOB.

— XBaTHUT, €T0 OTel] BCE XKe YNHOBHUK, €CJIX BHl €0 MoKajaeuynuTe, 6ymyT TpoOIeMEL.

Iy ®»ii mpepBaj ApaKy, ¥ OpaThs, IOAyMaB, YTO OH IIpaB, OTHycTunu 6eguoro Yxau Liso.

— YTO BHI TYT YCTPOUIIH, a?

Crapuk Y, 4enoBeK C XUTPEIM YMOM, IIOSBUJICA KakK pa3 B MOMEHT, KOrfla Apaka 3aKOHYUJIaCk.
— Yrto THI HaTBOPHUI!?

Ox ykasan Ha Hoc [y @35, a 3aTeM B3T/IAHYI Ha Jexkallero Ha mnoay Yxas Lso.



— O, 6oxke MOH, 9TO Ke ChIH ye3[HOTo HauanbHuKa! Kak OH 0OKa3ascs B TaKOM COCTOSTHUU?
Cso JIa, yBUEB 3TO, 3aKaTuia rina3a. CTapuk OblJT HACTOSIIEN TTPOHIOXO0H.

Yxan 1ls10, TOHUMAS, YTO OIIO30PUJICS, YIPSMO MOJI4all, a ero Apy3bs MOCIEIINIIU II0MOYb eMy
TIONHATHCS U YUTH.

— locnioguH YzkaH, BH XKe He coOMpaeTeCch YXOOUTh, He 3allaTHB?
Crapuk BOBpeMs m0OaBHUIL.

— locoguH YzKaH, €Cly B YTO-TO Pa30uiIy, HYKHO 3aI/IaTUTh. ITO HE ITOCTYIIOK 6J1ar0pogHOTO
MyXa. Y Bac, HaBepHOe, HeT feHer? MoxXeT, Mbl BaM OfOJIXKUAM?

JTro ®3H, mocTaBas cepebpo, CApKaCcTUUYECKH 3aMeTHL.
— Bo3wmu! Jenbru!

YxaH 1[50 ¢ HEHABUCTHIO MOCMOTPeT Ha JIto ®9Ha U CKBO3b 3yObl MPOU3HEC 3TH CloBa. Ero mpyr
TIOCTIEITHO JOCTaNl cepefpo 13 KapMaHa ¥ Iepefiall CTapUKy Y, IOoCIie Yero OHu OBICTPO YIUIH.

JTto @31, Habromast, Kak OHYU I030PHO PETUPYIOTCS, YYBCTBOBAJ CKPLITOE YIOBIIETBOPEHUE, €TI0 JIUI0
PaCIIIBIIOCH B YIIBIOKE.

— Ia# croma!
Iy ®osii BerxBaTHI cepedpo 13 pyk JIio ®oHa U ¢ U3BUHSIOMIMMCS BUAOM Iiepenan ero Y Lu.

— l'ociopuu Y, IIpomly IIPOIIeHNd, MOX OPY3bsi HE IIOHMMAIOT, YTO OEJIal0T, ¥ JOCTABUIIN BAM
HEIIPUATHOCTH. Bo3pMuTe 3TH IEHBIH.

— ou!
JIto ®3H HEOBOJILHO KPUKHYIL.
JTto 01 ToKe He CMOT CllepzKaThCH:

— Iy @3y, Tel HacTosAIMY nogxanuM. OH Beb He TBOU TECTh, 3a4€eM TaK YCEPOHO OTHaBaTh JEHbIU?
[ToyeMy THI He IPOSIBIISEIIb TAKOM BEKJIUBOCTH K APYTUM?

[y ®sii mOKpacHes ¥ CEPAUTO IIOCMOTPETT Ha HETO.

Crapuk V, yCrbIlliaB 3TO, BCE JTUII0 CMOPIIWUI B MOPIIUHEI, B3BECHUII KOIIENIEK B PYKe U Pa3fgpaKEHHO
CKasa:

— JlagHo, y6upaiiTech oTcioma. CeromHs MHe He IOBe3710, Oomblne He nmpuxonute. Cso JI3, mpoBogu
TOCTeH, CETOIHS MBI 3aKPhIBAeMCH!

B IluHu3MHE.
3a npenenamu MMmnepaTopckoro kabuHeTa u3paneka ObITU CIBIIIHEL CIIOPHL.
— Bame BenmuyecTtBo, ciioBa KHs13s MH mpocTo abCcypaHs!!

BHYTpI/I Ka6I/IHeTa, YKPAII€EHHOT 0 KPACHBIMHY U IIYPIIYPHBIMUA TOHAMHU, YAHOBHUKU BEJIN KAPKUE



CTIODPHI, a 067TaYEHHBIN B TPKO-2XKEJITOe MMITepaTop CUMeN HaBepXy, Habomas 3a UX OJUCKYCCHeH, He
TTPOM3HOCS HU CJIOBA.

— 4 cuurato, uTo Benukuii HacTaBHUK BCE MPaBUIIBHO TOHUMAET!
TEMHO-KpACHBIH XaaT C BHIIIUTHIM IPAKOHOM BBIIEIISITICSI CPEOY TOJIIIEL.

— CeBepHBIEe Xy, 9TH BapBapHl, CYyIIECTBYIOT C MOMEHTa OCHOBaHUS Benukoi YV, oHU UMb rpabsaT u
He IIPefCTaBIIAIT yIPO3Hl!

HOi1 Yk0 He CKpBIBal IPe3PeHUs B CBOMX CJIOBaX. OTOT KHS3b, CPaXKaBIINICS Ha KOHE C IOHBIX JIET,
BMecCTe COo cBouM cTapinuM 6paTom FOi Ko ygacTBoBas BO MHOTHMX IIOXOAaX, ¥ IOTOMY TaKde CJI0Ba OT
HETO He YOUBUTEIbHHI.

OmHaKo MPUCYTCTBYIOLINE YUHOBHUKY HE MOTJIM HE 3aAyMaThCs: C MOMEHTA BOCIIECTBUS Ha IIPECTOJ
HOBBIM UMITEPATOP CTaJl IOJO3PUTEILHEIM U CTPAHHBIM, ¥ €CJIU KTO-TO MOT yraflaTh €r0 MBICIIH, TO
3TO, BEPOSITHO, ObIT KHSI3b MiH. Heyxenu uMIiepaTop yKe [HaBHO IJIAHKPOBAJI IIOXOM Ha 0T, ¥ IOTOMY
KHS13b MH BRICKa3aJ Takue MbICU? Torma HaMm CTOUT ITOAyMaTh, Ha Ybl0 CTOPOHY BCTATh, Be[Ib HAlll
IIpaBUTENIb, KOTMIa Pa303/IUTCS, He CyllaeT HUKOT0, U HET CMBIC/Ia PUCKOBaTh Pafiyl HEHYKHBIX
XJIOIIOT.

YUHOBHUKY, KaXKOblil CO CBOUMU TalHBIMU MBICTIIMH, a Benukuit HacTaBHUK, YKONIOTHIY CJIOBaMU
KHA35 VH, BO30yKOEHHO CKa3al:

— IIpexme yeM OOPOTHCS C BHEITHUMU BparaMu, Hy>KHO HaBECTH IOPSAOK BHYTpu. C MOMEHTa
BOCILIECTBUS Batrero BemuyecTBa Ha IpecTos 6eCIOPSAIKY He ITPEeKpallaiTCcs, ¥ J0 CUX MOp B
Pa3HBIX MeCcTaX [eHCTBYIOT MeJIKKe TOBCTAHYEeCKKe OTPSAAL. Eciu ceiiyac HayaTh IIOXO[ Ha IOT,
MSATEXHUKHI BOCIIOJIb3YIOTCS BO3MOXKHOCTHIO, @ C CEBEPHBIMU Xy, KOTOPHIE HA0/II0Jal0T 3a HaMH. ..
TIOCJIeiCTBUS OyOyT y2KaCHBI!

Benukuiit HacTaBHUK C TPOXOTOM OIYCTUJICS Ha KOJIEHU Iepel UMIIepaToOpPOM:
— Bamre BenngectBo! [1oxon Ha or ceiidac COBEPIIEHHO HEBO3MOXKEH!

B 9TOT MOMEHT B 3ajie BOIlapWIach THIIHHA. Bce mbo OBUIM MOTPSICEHBI 9TUM ITOCTYIIKOM, JTH00
HayTaHe ero ciaoBamu. FOi YKo X0Tes BO3pa3uTh, HO €r0 MpepBasl XOJIOMHEIM XMEIK, Pa3faBIIHHCS C
TPOHA.

HOit Ko mopHsncs ¢ MecTa, IOAOIIEN K BeJ'II/IKOMy HaCTaBHI/IKy U, TIIA0A Ha CKIIOHUBIIETOCA IIepen
HHUM CTapHKa, CTPOIro CKa3all:

— Pa3sBe TBOU cnoBa, YxkaH, He HaMeKalT Ha TO, YTO 51 He MY[APHIY IPaBUTENIb, U IIOTOMY «C MOMEHTa
MOEr0 BOCIIECTBUS Ha IIPEeCTOJ OeCIOPSIKY He TpeKpaliaTcs»? Bee 3HatoT, uTo F0it Ka youn
cBoero OpaTa ¥ 3aXBaTHUJI TPOH, U YNHOBHUKH, YCTPAIIEHHbBIE €70 METOMIaMH, BEIHYKOEHbI ObLITH
IpU3HaTh ero uMieparopoM. OfMHAKO Ha CaMOM fieJie eTo I0JioKeHue OBII0 He3aKOHHBIM, U
ITOBCTAaHYECKHE apMUU UCIIOJIb30BaIM 3TO KaK Ipemsior st 60psOsl TPOTUB Y.

Cnosa Benukoro HactaBHuKa B 00BIYHOE BpeMs He BEI3BaU Obl Ipo0ieM, HO eCiU Obl UX yCIIbIIIAT
KTO-TO 3JI0HAMEPEHHBIN, TO MOXKHO ObLI0 OBl 0OBUHUTE €TI0 B U3MEHEe U Ka3HUTh.

I'ues HMIIEpATOpa MOXKET IIPUBECTU K rubeny MUJIIHOHOB U PeKaM KPOBH.

Kopotkue cmoBa FO# Ka nmocrasunu UYxkan XyalsHsa Ha IpaHb IIPONACTH, ero ry0rl apoxkanu. Kak oH



MoOT 3a0HBITh, UTO TEPEeN HUM He NMPeXHUN UMIepaTop, a 6or BoiHEL. Temeps Haj €r0 r0JI0BOM BUCET
MeY CMEepTH, TOTOBHIH B JTI060M MOMEHT 060pBaTh €T0 KU3Hb.

Cpenu MpUCYTCTBYIOUIMX YHHOBHUKOB OBUIM U Te, KTO APYXkKu ¢ YxkaH XyalissHeM, HO B 3TOT POKOBOM
MOMEHT HUKTO He OCMEJIUJICS TONTH IIPOTUB BOJIU UMIIEPATOPA, PUCKYS CBOEM I0JI0BOY paau
IpYyToro.

UxkaH Xya#siHb IOHMMAJI, YTO OKA3aJjICs B Oefie, ¥ y2Ke OB MMOKPHIT XOIOMHEIM MoToM. OH Haydasl
OUTLCS TOJI0BOM 00 IOT:

— 3TOT CTAapPHK 3aClIy2KUBA€T CMEPTH, 3TOT CTaPHUK I'JIYII, 4 HE UMEJI 3TOr0 B BI/IJIY!

FO#t K3 ¢ GeccTpaCTHBIM JTUIIOM CMOTPEJT Ha CTapuka, KOTOPHIH pa30uBas rojaoBy B KPOBb, HE 3Had,
yTo gyMath. Ctosmuit psgom FOi UYxo BonHOBascs. XoTs Benukuit HacTaBHUK OBLUT YIPSIM, OH BCE
e ObUI CTapeUIINHOM, CIIYKUBIIMM JBYM UMIepaTopaM. Buns, uto OpaT He coOupaeTcs
OCTaHaBIUBATh €r0, OH 00SJICS, YTO CTapPUK YMPET 3[eCh, UTO BEI30BET IAHUKY CPEeNU YNHOBHUKOB, U
3TO OBIJIO HU K YEMY.

Bawu [Ia1110aHb CTOST Hefaneko oT iMnepaTopckoro KabuHeta. EBHyXY He MOTJIM BMEIIMBATLCS B
IIOJIUTUKY, 3TO OBITIO ApeBHee MpaBuio. Ho OH He MOT YHATU CIIUIIKOM HajieKo, YTOOH He IIPOMYCTHUTE,
€CITM UMIIEPATOp MO30BET ETO.

— Croii, 1IeHOK, 3Haelllb, I7ie THl Haxogumibcsa? Toponuiibcs, 6yaATo ronoBa Tebe He HyKHa!
OH THUXO0, HO THEBHO MPOIIUTIEN.

V3 koHIla Kopupopa 6exkal ciyra, BHTIISAEBIINI paCTePSHHBIM, ero ofexk/a Owiyia B Oecropsake, a
nuto 6nenHeiM. Bas [I31i0aHb yIapyuil ero MeTENKOM 110 TOJIOBE.

Cnyra, moxoxe, 0YHYJICS OT pe3Koro royioca Bax [Ia1i0aHs 1, yBUAEB Iepen coO0M IIIaBHOTO eBHYyXa
[IBOpIIA, OTTOJIKHYJI METEJIKY U CXBATHUJI €T0 3a PYKY, TOPOIIJIUBO CKa3aB:

— I'maBHBIN eBHYX BaH, 1 0o/mkeH HeMe[JIeHHO YBUAETh uMIepaTopa!l

Bawn [I31110aHb, UCITYTABIIKNCh, YTO TOT HAMAMET HA HETO, He OXKUfal Takux cjaoB. OH B THEBE ITHYII
CIIYTYy Ha 3eMJII0 U IIJTIOHYII:

— TrI KTO Takoi, 4TOOH TpeOoBaTh ayaueHIH y uMiepaTopa? Thl, TOX0XKe, yCTall XKUTh, 9i, Moau!
Conpatsl TOOMM30CTH, YCIIBIIIAB 3TO, ITPUTOTOBUIMCE IIOJOMTH, HO YEeJIOBEK Ha IIO0JTy 3aKpHuYal:

— YeTBEPTHIM IPUHI] IOCCOPUIICS C HAcIeOHbIM npuHLeM Cy, ¥ HaCJIeOHBIN IPUHII... Y2Ke MEPTB!
— Yro THI cKa3amn?!

Bau [[31110aHb CXBATHUJI €T0 3a BOPOTHUK U IIBHIPHYJI Ha 3€MJII0, 3aTeM OBICTPO HalpaBUJICA K JBEPU

WmnepaTopckoro kabuHeTa.
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