I'y JIu oTpuniaTenpHO nmoKayvasna ronosou. OHa B3sia Luas Ly 3a pyky, npuka3sana Yetsipe Mu
CJIeOBaTh 3a HUMU, U OHU BEPHYJIUCH K KapeTe, CTOABIIEN HENOOaleKy.

— BrI cHayasna Bo3BpallauTech foMoi. 4 3arnsny B oM I'y.

He pas luns Ly cka3aTs Hu €10Ba, ['y JIu yXke mimensysia jowmwans o Kpyny. HeussecTHO, CKOIIBKO
CUJIBl OHa IIPUJIOXKUIIA, HO JIOIIAgh TPOMKO 3apKaja 0T 00JIM ¥ yM4asach IPOYb.

I'y Jlu ornsimenacsk 1Mo CTOpOHaM, YOeIUBIIIKCH, YTO BOKPYT HUKOTO HET, ¥ BEPHYJIach K MECTY, THe
nexanu Tena. OHa o0BICKAJIa OOHOTO M3 JII0[el B Y4ePHOM, HalIlla OTHHUBO, 3aXKTJI0 er0 U MIPOHOJIKUIIA
ucKaTh. [Toxoxe, 3Tu Moy ObUIM MpodeCCHOHAIAMHU, TaK KaK, HECMOTPS Ha [oirue moucku, I'y Jiu
He HalllJla HU4Yero I0JIe3HOro, KpoMe KeJjie3Hou Tabnuuky. OHa IMOAHeCTIa OTHUBO 0JIMXKe, YTOOR!
paccMoTpeTh TaONMMYKy, HO HUUero 0oco0eHHOro He 3aMeTuna. ClnoxKuB TabIM4Ky, OHa 3amysia
OTHHUBO, B3JIETEJIa Ha KPHIIITY ¥ HapaBUiIach K qomy I'y.

B mome I'y ¥ CrizkaHb BOpo4asach B ITOCTENX. ITOM HOubio 'y Xaouku npuHec ¢ co0ou Oeso u
TIIATENIbHO U3y4yal JOKYMEHTH B CBOEM KaOuHeTe, MHaue OH OBl yKe 3aMeTUJI ee CTPaHHOe
noBepeHre. CHapyKu MTpoOUIK IEPBBIM Yac, ¥ HOBOCTH [IOJIKHEI OBINIK y2Ke MOUTH. [ToueMy ke 1o
CHUX TTOP HET HUKAKUX u3BecTuit? Y CrlzKaHb He Morja 00JIbIlle JexkaTh, HaKUHYIa OJeXk Ay, BCTala,
3aKTrJla CBeYy U BhHIIXJIA YAIIKy OCTHIBIIETO Yas.

C pe3KuM 3BYKOM YTO-TO YIIajio Ha CTOJ mepef Hell. [Ipu cBeTe cBeur OHA yBUfEsa KeJIe3HYIO
TaOnMuuKky. Ee mabIlbl TOX0TOMeNTH, ¥ YalllKa BHICKONIb3HYJ A U3 PYK, OCTABIIMKCS Yail MPOJIUIICS Ha
CTOJI.

— IToxozxke, cTapias rocroxa 3HaeT 3Ty Tabnuuky, — paspascs ronoc 'y JIu, KoTopas BoIIIa B
KOMHATYy 4 ceJjla 3a CTOJL.

Y Ceixanb cMoTtpena Ha ['y JIu, cl0oBHO yBUIela npu3pakKa, ¥ JOJIro He MOTJla BEIMOJIBUTh HU CJI0BA.

— Brl youBmniseTecs, Kaxk 51 CMOTJIa BEIKUTL? — crpocuina ['y JIu. — Brl mofceinany s B LBETH B cany.
Kak TonbpKO 51 MCIIoNib30Bana Obl BHYTPEHHIOW CUITY, [ TOeCTBOBA Obl, U g He cMorJa Obl
COTIPOTHUBINATECS. M BCe Ke B BhI3BaJIM TpHUHAAIATh CMEPTOHOCHEIX youiin, — I'y JIu ycMexHyach.
— Crapias rocrozxa, Bel JeCTBUTENIbHO HEHaBUAUTE MeHs [0 TJyOWHBI IyIIH, Kak U g Bac.

JIumo YV CrizkaHb 06GJI€HEIIO, YTO TOATBEPAUIIO TPaBAUBOCTD €10B I'y JIu. Ho oHa He Morjia MOHSTE,
kak ['y JIu y3Hana 060 BceM 3TOM?

— Kak TrI y3Hana?
I'y JIu ¢ mocapmoii pa3Bena pyKaMH.
— Crapimas rocmozxa Bcerma 3a0bIBaeT, 4To s u3 Oaiel3uHb.

— ®oii... Oaiten3unb... — Y ChlXKaHb clbana 00 Akagemuu ®aiien3uHb. IT0 ObII0 yuebHOE
3aBefieHwue, roe o0ydanu KeHIuH. Y Bce.

— ITOT 5, pacCHIIAHHKIN B I[BETAX, Ha3kBaeTCs «MIOHbCKOE OmbsiHEHHe». OH CIelraIbHO CO3MaH
n71st 60pbOBI C TEMH, Y KOTO CHJIbHAST BHYTPeHHSs cuia. CTapiuas TOCIoXa, BBl NeHCTBUTEILHO
BLICOKO II€HUTE MEHS.

Yyenunsl Akapemuu ®siieli3MHb BCe 3aHUMAaJIUCh 00eBEIMU HUCKYCCTBAMHU, TI03TOMY TaKHe SIbI
BBI3BIBAJIA Y HUX 0C00YI0 6OuTENbHOCTD. «IlycToTa», Oymyun 6eCIBETHHIM U 6€3BKYCHBIM, a TaKke He



nMed IIpOTUBOAOUA, Oblsla BHECEHA B CIIMCOK CTpO}KafIU.II/IX 3aIIPeToB. At Bpome «I0HBCKOTO
OTIbSHEHHUS» MOTJIH ObITh PaCIiIO3HAHEL KaxXOgou yquHueﬁ AxkagemMuu. Fy JIn IIPpOBEJia B aKaAeMUu
TPHUHAOLATh JIET H, BOMMS B caf, Cpa3y ke IIOYyBCTBOBAJIa 3allaX 3TOI0 Aaa.

Osna He mopasna BUAY, 3aMOpO3Uia IBe COPBAHHBIE I[BETKA C IOMOIIbI0 UCTUHHOU LU JIEOSHOI0
XO0JI0[a ¥ OTOIIa OT KiTyMObl BMecTe ¢ Lluab Llu.

— Bul monpocunu I'y MHb 3afiepkaTh MeHs, 4TOOB! Hallla KapeTa OTCTana OT OCTalbHBIX. 3aTEM BHI
BBI3BANIM TpUHAAIATh CMEPTOHOCHBIX youiill, — 'y JIu ycMexHynachk. — CTapiuasi roclioXka, Bel He B
Mupe 60eBEIX UCKYCCTB, I09TOMY, BEPOSITHO, He 3HaeTe ero npasuil. JIloou B 3TOM MUpPe XKUBYT Ha
OCTpHe HOXKa, CTBIYKY Hen30exkHE. Ho HUKTO He 0OCMeNUTCS IpecienoBaTh yueHuy Osiien3uHs.
TprHaALIaTH CMEPTOHOCHBIX YOUUIl N3BECTHHI CBOEH CJIaBOM, HO, 3Has, 4TO 5 u3 Oaiiel3nHb, KaK OHU
MOTJIU PEeLIUTHCS IPeciiefoBaTh MeHs?

JIuno YV CelzkKaHb Pe3KO U3MEHMUTIOCh.
— TBI X0uellb CKa3aTh...

— ITHU TpUHAALATh YeJI0BEK ObLIN MoAmenbHBIMU. Y yOutiie Toxke. CTtapiias rocroxa, B ClIefyIomuii
pas, korga OyneTe HaHUMAaTh yOuiill, 6ynbTe BHUMaTenbHee. — B3rnan 'y JIu yman Ha TaOnu4Ky Ha
crone. — Takas rpyOast paboTa, a BE BCe PABHO ITOBEPUIIH.

YcnwimaB 9to, Y ChIzKaHb, HaITPpOTUB, YCIIOKOUJIACH. Ona Hapena BEPXHIOIO OfEXKOY, JaXKe pa3rilaguiia
CKJIQOKH Ha IIJIaThe, IOOHAIa I'OJIOBY B CKa3dJla:

— 3HA4WuT, TH [IpuUia yOuTs MeHs?
I'y JIu nokayasna roioBoxu.

— Ecnu 6w 51 XoTenma youTh Bac, 3aueM Ol 51 TpaTUia CTOIBKO C10B? CTapilas rocroxa, s yxKe
TOBOPUIIA, YTO HAIl CYET OyIeT JONITUM.

— Ilouemy? — YV CrKaHb He ITIOHUMasIa. Ternepsb, KOrfa OHU IIOJTHOCTHIO IIOpBajiu OTHOWeHud, 'y JIu
Moria Okl JIeTKO yOuTh ee. [IoueMy ke OHa OO CUX IIOp He cheana 3TOro?

I'y JIu BcTana, onepsach pyKaMu Ha CTOJI ¥ HAKJIOHUJIACK:
— Kaxk B younu Moo MaTh? f1 He ITO3BOJII0 BaM YMepeTh Tak JIeTKo!

Y CrIxXaHb IOYYBCTBOBaJIa, KAk II0XO0JIOfIENIM €€ PYKU U HOTH, HO B TO XKe BpeMs B [yllle OHa
ucIbiTana obneryenue. Bemp eit He HYXKHO ObITI0 605iThCsT, uTO ['y JIu yOBET ee IpsiMo ceddac.

['y JIu BrIIpSIMUJIaCh U IIOCMOTPETIa B CTOPOHY ABEPU.
— Orel, HOYBIO BETPEHO, JIy4llle BOUOUTE.
[IBepb OTKpPBLIACH, ¥ B KOMHATY Boies ['y Xaouxku. Ero nuijo ToxKe BHITISIAEI0 MPadHbIM.

— JIu'sp, BO3MOXKHO, B IIPOIIJIOM T'OCIIOKa Y Obljla HempaBa, HO BpeMs IIPOIIo, ¥ TeOe He CTOUT OHITh
CJIAIIKOM K€eCTKO!

— Bpewms npouwno? — I'y Jlu ycmexHynach. — OTell, BBl TOBOPUTE Tak JIerKo. Temeps ¥ Bac eCTh OeTH,
BB HaClaXXaaeTeCch CEMENHON KU3HbI0, HO IyMaJjld JIi Bbl 0 MOel MaTepy, KOTopas IIOKOUTCS B
3emne? Brl cobma3Humy ee, a 3aTeM 6pocunu. Mi3HayanbHO 9TO He MMEJI0 OTHOIIEHUS K CTaplen



rocIoxe, 3To OB Balll BEIOOP, KAaK HEBEPHOTO MyKa. Ho cTapias rocrnoxa He qomkHa Oblna
OTPaBUTh MOIO MaTh, YTO IIPUBEJIO K €e CMEPTH BO BpeMs pofoB. OTel, 1 HEHaBUXKY CTapIIyio
TOCIIOXKY, HO HEHABHUXKY Bac eltle Oosbie. Bes Tparegus XKU3HU MO MaTepH, BCe 3TO, B KOHEUHOM
UTOTe, IIPOU30LLJIO U3-3a Bac. — ['y JIu nmokjoHuIack. — Bel MOM OTel], ¥ 51 B IIOCJIEAHUN pa3 0THak
BaM [laHb yBaKeHHUs. C 9TOro MOMEHTA Hallli OTHOIIEHUS pa30pBaHbI!

— JIn'ap! — I'y Xaouxku OBl TPOHYT. — B mpormsiom s ObiT HenpaB! 4 He monxkeH Obi 6pocaTh TBOIO
MaTh, HO Y MeHs He Ob110 BhIOOpa. Thl 3Haelh, UTo B ceMbe ['y cTporue npasuna. B To BpeMs TBoU
mer OB ellle KUB, ¥ €CITU OBl ST He JKEeHUJICS Ha roCloxe Y coriacHo OpayHOMY JOTOBOPY, OH BEITHAT
Obl MeHs u3 foMa! — O1u cioBa I'y Xaouxku Ipou3HeC 0T YKCTOTO CEPAIIa.

Fy Jn ¢ YOUBJIIEHHEM CMOTpPeEJIa Ha 3TOT'0 MyXKYHHY.

— Tonbko u3-3a aroro? — B rinazax I'y JIu 9T0 He MOrI0 OBITH ONpaBAaHWeM. — TPYCIUBHIH
MYyXUWHa, s nepeoneHuna Bac! — I'y JIu BOpyr no4yBcTBOBala padodyapoBaHue. OHa OJOIIa K
IBEPU U IIOCMOTpeJia Ha apy B KOMHaTe. — BhI IeMCTBUTEIBHO CO3IaHEl APYT A7 ApyTa.

I'y JIu BepHyach B [OM BeIUKOU NMpUHLECCH, rae Lluae [lu ¢ HeTepreHueM Xpaaja ee. YBUAEB, YTO
I'y Jlu BepHynace HeBpeOUMOU, OHa YCIIOKOUIACH.

— Cectpa JIu, uyto cnyumnocs? — Luab Llu moYyBCTBOBaNa, 4YTO HacTpoeHue ['y JIu ©3MEHUIO0CE.

— Huuero, npocTo, NOHSAB, KTO TakKou 'y Xao4uxku, 1 MOYyBCTBOBaia, YTO MO MaTh He 3acCllyKuia
Takoro. — ['y JIu moTepyia BUCKHU, YyBCTBYS 'OJIOBHYIO OOJIb.

Huns Llu ¢ couyBcTBUeM npucena nepeq 'y JIu u, mOmHSB rOJIOBY, CKa3aa:
— Cectpa JIu, TH [OoMKHAa KUTb XOPOIIO, YTOOH TBOS MaTh OblJla CHaCTIIHBA.
I'y JIu ycMmexHynace.

— Trl camas mumnas.

— IlpaBpa? — Lunb Llu momoxuia ronoBy Ha Konenu ['y JIu u moTepiacse.
IBoper JlyaHOr0 CUAHUS.

Kus3p XKyit Usn [[3e mpuiiles1 HABECTUTHL CBOIO MaTh, HOOPOMIETENbHYIO0 HATOXKHUITY Y.
HobpomeTenbHas HaIOXKHUIA TPUTOTOBUIIA JIFOOMMBIE CIIAagoCTH KHsI3s 2Kysi, OTIyCTHIIa BCEX
CIIyKaHOK, U OHU OCTAJIUCh BBOEM.

— $] HEMHOTO IOMHTEPECOBAIaCh MHEHHEM HUMIIEPATPHUIIH ¥ BEJIMKOHN MPUHIIECCH 0 'y JIu, HO MIaHCH
HEBeJIMKU. — BpeMeHu OBIIIO Majio, M03TOMY HoOpoeTeIbHAs HAIOXKHHUIA CPa3y Mepella K Jeny,
pacckasaB 0 COORITUSAX OHS [Ipa3gHUKA THICSYM OCEHEH.

Kua3p XKyt KUBHYIIL.

— 4 tak u gyman. I'y JIu yXe oKpyXKHas IIpUHIlecca, HO 6e3 TUTYa TJIaBHOM CYIIPYTd 3TOTO
HelocTaTO4YHO. Pa3Be uTo... — OH He MOT 3aKOHUYUTH (pa3y. Pa3Be 4TO OH CTAaHET UMIIEPATOPOM, U
Torga Bce OymeT BO3MOXKHO.

IoOpomeTenbHass HAJIOXKHHUIIA IOHSIA €TO0.

— CHapyXu Thl He JOJIKEeH TOBOPUTH JIUIITHEro. MaTh 3HaeT 0 TBoux amburusax. Ho uMnepaTop B



TIPOILIIOM TIepexkul 60pb0y 3a MPECTOJI, UTO 3aTPOHYIIO0 BETUKYIO IPUHIIECCY U €€ J0Yb, TaK YTO
ceryac HUKTO He NOJXKeH YIIOMUHAThH 0 60ph6e 3a IPecTosl B €r0 MPUCYTCTBUHU, ¥ TeM 0Oojee He
MOJIKEeH MaBaTh MOHSATh, YTO THl CTPEMHUIIBLCS K TPOHY.

— 4 nonumaro. Ecnu BenuKas NpuHIlecca X04eT 0CTaBUTh 'y JIu Ha HECKOJIBKO JIET, TO MHE IIPULETCS
0TKa3aThCs OT 3TOU unen. — Cka3as KHA3b Kyu.

HobponeTenbHas HaMOXKHMUIA YAUBUIACk. Cyas 110 TOMY, CKOJIBKO YCUIUM KH3b 2Ky moTpaTun
paHee, KakK OH MOT Tak JIETKO OTKa3aTbCA?

— TBI TOTOB OTKA3aThCA?
Kus3pb 2Kyt ynbIOHYIICS C U3SIIIIECTBOM.

— Mars, Henb34 cunoi goOuThC Bcero. ['y JIu B 6nuxKaiiiiiee BpeMs He BHIIET 3aMyXK, X 9TO MeHS
ycTpauBaeT. ['y JIu ofHa MOXKeT ITOBNUATH Ha IOM BEJIMKOU IMIPUHIIECCH U J0oM repuora Aubsro. [Toka
OHa He ITOMOTAeT OPYTUM, I CMOTY CIIpaBUThCS. ECiu omHaXOH g H00bi0Ch ycmexa, pa3se ['y JIu He

CTaHeT Moen?

ABTOD X0Tesn OB CKa3aTk:

Cnacubo Mupxuiiy 3a 6pOLIeHHEIN KaMeHb, JTI00/II0 Te0sT~~~
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