Ho xorga Mukc yBumen, Kak cMepTesibHas paHa [[2kKeppu 3aXKHMBaeT Ha I'lla3aX, a ero CEpoBaTOe JIUII0
BHOBBL 00peTaeT PyMsiHelIl, 3Ta IOTeps CTajla [AJs Hero nmpueMiaeMoin. Begb 9To OBITIO TO, YTO
M3HavyaJIbHO IIPHHAaIexano [Ixxeppu.

B aToT MOMeHT MuKC 3a05l1, KaK KOT[a-TO BBI2KAJI U3 IeMOHA BCe COKH ¥ BEN cebs Tak, OYOTO 3TO
Ob110 camMo CoO0M Pa3yMeIoIIMCS.

[Toka [I>xeppu HaXOOUIICS MeXKOY KM3HBIO M CMEPTHIO, B MOMEHT, KOT{Ia ero CO3HaHue ObII0
Haubosee ysI3BUMBIM, MUKC KUCIIOIb30BaJl CUJIY IeMOHA, KOTOPYIO OH moy4ua. Ha 3ToT pas,
JUIIEHHBIN yoayH, [[2Keppu He cMor 130eKaTh 3TOTO.

— OTHBIHE TH 3a0yOelh MeHs U BCE, UTO CBSI3aHO CO MHOM...

Koneuno, MukKc cmiac ero, Ho OH cfefiaj 3To He papu 6marogapHocT. HanpoTus, oH cnac [IxKeppu,
4YTOOBI IIPOBECTU YEPTY MEXKMAY HUMHU.

OH ocTaBascs CBOOOIHBEIM U HUKOTHA He OyeT CBSI3aH HU C KEM.

YuuTHIBas, CKOJIbKO OH y2Ke OTHall, MUKC He yoepKaJiCs ¥ CIIPOCHUIT:

— YTo THI 60JIBIIIE BCET'0 XOYEIITh?

— Mu... yutu... u3 ['ugpsr...

OTtBeT [Xeppu ObLT MPEPHIBUCTHIM ¥ HETIOTHBIM, HO MUKC TTOHSII.

OH He 0XHAaJ TaKOT0 OTBETA, XOTS, C APYTOM CTOPOHE!, [[2Keppu BCeraa yMell ero yAuBIATE.
— TBI TONMYYHUIIb TO, YTO XOYEIID.

U aTo OymeT Hallla IOC/IeHSIS CBSI3b. 4 m03abo4ych 0 TOM, YTOOH! TH yIIEN U3 ['uapsl pausIie. C
3TOTO MOMEHTa MeXkay HaMu 0oible He OymeT Hu4ero!

4 He 00s13aH Tebe, ¥ TH He 00s13aH MHe. Thl TPOIOIKai OBITH XOPOLIUM, a s 6ymy 60POTHCS 3a CBOIO
cBobomy.

Mukc B3MaxHyN pyKoH, u [Ixxeppu ucdes. OH NOSIBUTCS B MECTe, JOCTATOYHO JanekoM oT ['uppsl. O
HUKOI'TIa He BCIIOMHUT, KakK 3a00Tujca o peb€HKe 110 uMeHU MUKC, HUKOT[a He BCIIOMHUT HUYETO,
CBSI3@HHOTO C HUM, U Y Hero 0onbllle He OyoeT BO3MOXKHOCTY BIIUATH Ha MuKca.

OrnpaBuB [Ixkeppu, Mukc 6osiblile He MOT COePKUBaTh 00JIb, KOTOPast Hayuasa MOSIBIISITECS IIOCIIe
JKepTBONPUHOIIEeHUS. VICII0Ih30BaB CUTY, OH IIOTEPSIJI CUJILL U PYXHYJI Ha I10JI, eT0 KOCTU U3[aju
TPECK, CJIOBHO HX JIOMAJI U BHITSTHBAIH.

JTrortudep, [ToBenuTenb Afia, KOTOPRIM C CaMOT0 Havasla Habmogan 3a MPOXUCXOISIITUM, BHIIIET U3
TeHu. OH 3afaj TOT XkKe BOIpPOoC, 4To 1 Mukc J[Ixkeppu:

— 3TO TOTO CTOHUJIO?

I'naps Ha MuKca, KOTOPHIM BOPYT O6ynTo mocTapen Ha 10 y1eT, oH MOHUMAJ, YTO 3TO He ObIJI0
B3pPOCJIEHNEM — 3TO OBIJIO CTapeHHUe.

Cynp6a HUKOT@ He TI03BOJISIET HUKOMY IIOJTyYUTh YTO-TO AAapOoM. PaBHOIIEHHBIM 00MEH — 3TO BeuHas
UCTUHA. BRITAIUTh KOT'0-TO M3 CMEPTH — He TaKas yXK IIPocTas 3afaya.



OpHako maxke TaKOH OIBITHHIM, Kak IToBenuTenb Afa, He CMOT CKDPEITE YOUBIIEHUS, YBUIEB Mruxkca B
IOHOM BO3pPaCTe.

9T0 OBINIO JIUII0, CITOCOOHOE TTOKOPUTH KOT'0 YTOJHO, ¥, KOHEYHO, ecii Okl Ha HEM ObIa yiIbI0Ka
BMECTO XOJIOOHOCTH, OHO BBITJISIIEIIO OBl eIe JydIIe.

Hagmennsiit [ToBenmuTens Afga MpuUce PSIOOM C IPeKPACHBIM IOHOIIEH.

Kak camoe BenuKoJenHoe TBopeHue Bora, JTionudep 6b1 HeBEpPosATHO KpacuB. Ho mepen aTum
I0HOIIIeH maxe [[eHHUIa Ka3anach OJIeTHOM.

Opnako Jlonudep HAKOTMA He 3aBHCEII OT CBoel BHenHoCTH. OH ORI KpacHB, HO He 3aBUI0BAN TEM,
KTO OBITT KpacuBee. HampoTwB, OH MCIEITEIBATI HHTEPEC U XKeJlaHue 00/IafaTh TEMH, KTO TPEBOCXOTHUII
ero B KpacorTe.

HewusBecTHO, n0Be3710 MUKCY UK HET, HO [0 cux nop Jlonudep BCTPETUT TOJIBKO €ro 0GHOTO, KTO
MOT IIPEB30UTH €ro B KpacorTe.

Ho ceftuac, moMuMo 3TO¥ KpacoThl, JIomudepa 60bIille HHTEPECOBAIO:
— 970 10 nteT TBoel Xu3HMU. TH COBCEM HE COXKaJieellh?

10 net mns Hero, BO3MOXKHO, He TaK YK MHOT0, HO [iJIs JOHOIIX 3TO Oblyla 3HAUYUTEIbHAS YacTh
KU3HU.

Y oH 3HaJ, 4TO 3TOT I0HOIIA OBLITT TEM, KTO Pafiul CBOUX LieJiel MOT IIPUHECTH B XKEPTBY [axkKe JeMOHa.
[ToueMy ke CerofHs OH PEIUIUII MOXKEePTBOBATh CO00M pagu OPyroro?

MozKeT, OH He X0YeT II0NacTh B af, a CTPEMHUTCHA B paﬂ? ITOro HENMb3S OOIIyCTHUTD.

[Tocne Toro Kak IjeHa Oplla 3amnadeHa, 00JIb IOCTETIEHHO yTUxJa, ¥ Mukc ycrnokomics. Ero uyBcTsa
BEPHYJIUCH K HEMY.

Tenepb OH BHITJIAOEII COBEPIIEHHO CIIOKOMHBIM, ¥ TOJBKO JIeTKas Bllara B ero rjia3ax BelaBala,
KaKyIo 00JIb OH TOJIBLKO YTO IIepexKunIl.

Ha Bonpoc Jlrouugepa Mukc He cka3as, 4TO CoXKajleeT, HO U He 3agBUJI, UTO HUKOTa He IoXKaJeer.
OH npocTo cKasai:

— Coxasenne — caMasi OecronesHas Belllb Ha CBeTe.

Jlronudep ¢ ynbIOKo KUBHY. OTO NEeUCTBUTEILHO OBIJIO IT0X0Ke Ha MUKca, Be[b OH OBIJT TEM, KTO
ocMmenuics 6pocuTh BEI30B [IoBenuTeN0 Afla TPy MEPBOM Ke BCTPEUE.

YBupes, uTo Mukc npumién B ceds, Jlonudep BCTal ¥ MPOTSAHYI EMY PYKY.
BenukosnenHas KpacoTa fgaxe y [ToBenuTtens Afa 3aciykuBaeT 0C060T0 OTHOIIEHHUS.
ix 3HaKOMCTBO OBIJIO TOBOJIbHO HHTEPECHOMN UCTOPUEN.

Korpma-To MuKC Ipofai CBOIO [yIIy IEMOHY, HO 3aTeM IIpeda ero u IpuHEC B KepTBy. [Toce aToro
OH CTONKHYJICS C JIromdepoM, KOTOPEIH 0Ka3aicsa M0OIM30CTH M3-3a IOTHSIBIIETOCS IITyMa.

YecTHO rOBOpS, YBUIEB BIEPBHIE 3TO IMPeKpacHoe nuIlo, Jlioiudep 4yTh He MOAyMaJl, YTO 9TO HOBBIN



aHreJs, Co3maHHbIM boroM, ecnu Obl He OTCYTCTBYE HUMOA U KPHUIHEB.
Benp Takas KpacoTa He MOTJia IpAHALIeXKaTh YEJI0BEKY.
A korpa Muxkc Bnepsele yBupen Jlronudepa, ero HagMeHHOCTD IpeBocxoauna gaxe [losenurens Ana.

Ecnu OBl KTO-TO OPYTOii IPOSBUI TaKylo Oep30CTh nepep JlionudepoM, oH OB MTHOBEHHO
npeBpaTuncs B nemnen. Ho Mukc 6si1 gpyruM. OH 6611 1 peGEHKOM, ¥ KpacaBIEM, UTO II03BOJIUIIO MY
TIOJTyYUTh CHUCXOXKIeHUe oT Jlrouudepa.

K cuacTsrio, oH BcTpeTun uMeHHo Jlronudepa, OviBiIero [JeHHUITy, IOTOMY YTO APYTHe OEMOHEL He
OB CTOJIb MPUHIIUTHATBHEL.

Ho He3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, KaKuM OblT JTorudep paHbille ¥ CKOILKO Y HEro ObII0 MIPHUHIIKIIOB, TETIEPh
oH 0w [ToBenmuTesnieMm Ana.

axe c y4€TOM CHUCXOXKJeHUS K MUKCY, HUKTO He MOT 0cKopouTth IloBenutens Afma u ocTaThCs
Oe3HaKa3aHHBIM.

OpHako, B 0OT/IMYMeE OT OPYTUX, KOTO OH HaKa3biBaJl JKECTOKO U KpPoBaBo, K Mukcy Jlromudep
MIPOSIBIISINI CTPAHHYI0 CHUCXOOUTEIbHOCTD.

Ero eguHCTBEeHHBIM HaKa3aHueM ObIJI0 TpeGoBaHue, YTOOH ITOCTIe CMEPTH Ayiia MuKca oTIipaBuiIach
B af.

Benpb Takoe MpeKpacHoOe CYLIECTBO JOJIKHO ITPUHAMJIEXKATh afy, MOMXKHO CTATh €T0 CAMBIM KPaCHBBIM
TpodeeM.

Ha camowm pene st Mukca 9To TpeboBaHue He OBIIIO YEM-TO Y2KACHBIM, YUUTHIBAs €TI0
MHpPOBo33penHue. OH SIBHO He OBIJT TeM, KTO MOT IIOTIacTh B pai.

W B oTAMYMeE OT OJHOTO MAaTUCTPa, KOTOPHIM 0YEHb XOTEJ IMONacTh B pai, MUKC BIIOTHE
CUMIIATH3UPOBa afly. Bedp mocie xkepTBONPUHOIIEHUS IEMOHA, XOTS OH eIll€ He YMED, Y HETO yXKe
OBbLI CBOI y4aCTOK B afly.

Ho He3aBHCHMO OT €ro OTHOIIEeHHS K afly, BBICOKOMepHHIH Bup Jlonudepa pasmpaxan Mukca.

IIBa TaKuX Ke HaJIMEHHEIX CymieCTBa, KaK OHH, OOJIZKHEL OBl OBITH HECOBMECTHMEI, HO KOorga OguH
N3 HUX 06na11an JINIIOM, KOTOPO€ 3aCTaBJIAJIO IIPOIIATh €ro 3a 4TO YIOOHO, BCE MEHSIJIOCE.

Takum 06pa30M, OCHOBOM MX 3HAKOMCTBa ObljIa HEeBePOATHad KPaCOTa Mukca.

YTo KacaeTcs XapakTepa ¥ MaHep, Oy OOBIYHBEIX KPacaBIleB 3TO MOTJIO OBITH BazKHO, HO [IJIs
MCTUHHOMN KPACOTHI 3TO CTAHOBUJIOCh BTOPOCTEIIEHHBIM.

Bens B agy Jlromudep BUOesn Bce BO3MOKHBIE XapaKTePHL.

[To ero mpukasy faxe 0eCCTHIAHBIE JeMOHBI MOTJIM M300pakaTh aHTeJIOB C TOPa3uTeIbHOU
TOYHOCTHIO.

Ho, dyecTtHO roBops, xapakTep Mukca He moHpaBuscs 0vl Jlrouudepy 0o ero nageHus, HO mocie
MafileHus OH CTajl eEMy CUMIIaTUYEeH.

B Muxkce JTiorudep He BuOeNl HUKAKUX CIEN0B CeEMU NoOpoaeTenel.



Ho pgaxe HEeCMOTPA Ha BCIO CBOIO CHUCXOOUTEJIbLHOCTE, OH HE MOT )IOﬁI/ITBCH oT Mukca maxe YHLIGKI/I.

A TOT, KTO, CyZOs 110 BCeMy, ITOTafeT B pai, 3acTaBu MUKca 3alJIlaTUTh TaKylo BHICOKYIO LIEHY pagu
€ro XXU3HHU.
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