— 910 TpebyeT NPUYUHHI?

Ou Owint arerToM III.M.T., 1 CMBICT €T0 CYIIIECTBOBAHUS 3aKJII0YasICs B 3aIlUTE OPYTHX.
— He TpebyeT npuyuHbI?

JInio MuKca cTano ele MpadyHee.

— Tax 4to, ecnu OBl TOTHA CTOSIJI KTO-TO OPYTOH, TH ObI BCE PABHO MTOCTYIMII TaK Xke, 0e3 KojebaHu,
BEPHO?

VictrHa uHorga OBIBaeT paHslei, ¥ MUKC JIeTKO MOT ITPOYeCThb Ha nuile [I:Keppu BCce OTBETH Ha CBOU
BOIIPOCHI, HO 3TO OBIJIO HE TO, UTO OH XOTEJT YCIIBIIIATh.

Ha camoMm [fenie OH JaBHO HOJIKeH OBLI 9TO IOHATH, Bedhb [KeppH ObT UMEHHO TAKUM — CJIMIIKOM
OOOPBEIM YEJIOBEKOM, HO...

— Tet uto, cyneprepoit? Kto Tebst MpoCcui criacaTh MUP, KTO ITO3BOINII Tebe MPOSBISATL TaKylo
nobpoty?!

B aT0T MOMEHT MHKC OB B IPOCTH, XOTSI CaM He IIOHKMAJ, YTO KMEHHO BLI3BAJIO B HEM TaKOi IHEB.
— ITO He IPOCTO MPOSIBIIEHNE TOOPOTHI, TH eIlé PeOEHOK, THI...

— Tt BooOI1Ie HUYETo He 3Haelnb! — MUKC pe3Ko mpepBan ero. — ThHI faxke He IPeacTaBiIsellb, KTO I
Ha camMoM ferne. B I'umpe HeT meTeli!

— THI He 3HaEIIb, YTO 5 C CAMOT0 Havasa mpubnuxkacs K Tebe C onpeaeneéHHoN enbio. Beé, uTo s
moKa3kIBas Tebe, ObIJIO MHIIL Mackoi. Ha caMoM [fiefie He CyIecTByeT HUKAKOTo ci1aboro u
3aIyTaHHOTO TIOMOILITHOTO. ..

Mukc obafman crnocoOHOCTBIO 3aCTaBUTh JII000T0 YMEPETh C YILIOKOM pagu Hero — 3TO Oblyla ero
noxHas moopota. Ho ceituac, mepen [I2keppH, OH PACKPHIT CBOI0 UCTUHHYIO CYIIHOCTD.

MuKkc 0Xugas, YTo, Y3HaB BCE 3TO0, [I:Keppu CIOMaeTCs, IToXkKaJieeT 0 CBOUX ITOCTYIIKaX, HO BMECTO
3TOTO TOT JIMIIIb THXO OTBETHII:

— 4 3narw0.
— Yro?
Ha nuue Mukca MeJibKHYyJIa feTCKas PacTepPAHHOCTE.

— 4 ckasai, 4yTo 3Ha0. f 3Halo, YTO ThHI HE TAKOM, KaKUM ce0sl MoKa3kIBaelllb. f 3Haio, YTO THl HE TaK
cna6, KaK KaxeIlbscsd. f 3Haw, 4YTO Thl MHOT'O Ppa3 3alluIinall MEeHs. W s 3HaA10, 4TO THI Ha3bIBaJl MEHA
«HOBHUYKOM».

OH, BO3MOXKHO, He OBII TAKUM YMHBIM, KaK MUKC, HO ¥ He HACTOJIbKO TJIYIIBIM, YTOOBI HE TOHUMATh
npoucxopsinero. Kpome Toro, ero HeBepOsITHO BLICOKUYM YPOBEHD yIa4y IO3BOJISI MY «CITy4anHO»
TIOJICTTYIIMBATh PA3TrOBOPHI, YTO HE OBIIIO YEM-TO YIUBUTEIbHBIM.

[>Keppu BCIIOMHUJI, KaK OfHAaX[Hl CJIy4YalHO YCIIbIIIa pa3rosop Mukca ¢ 18793, roe ero Ha3siBaniu
«HOBHYKOM». JTO OBIJIO OMHOBPEMEHHO ¥ CMEIITHO, ¥ Pa3apaxarllo.



OH 3Han He ToNbKO 3T0. OH 3HAJ, YTO, HECMOTPS Ha TO, 4YTO MUKC Ka3ajcs yBepeHHLIM B cebe u
KOHTPOJIUPYIOIIUM BCE BOKPYT, Ha CAMOM [ieJie OH ObIJT CAMbIM HEYBEPEHHBIM YeJIoBEKOM. IMeHHO u3-
3a 3TOM HEyBEPEHHOCTH OH BCerja MCIIO0Ib30Bal pa3jInyHble YIIOBKY, YTOOH 3aBOEBATh YYXKYIO
IPUBSI3aHHOCTh. OH He BePHUJI, YTO KTO-TO MOXKET JII0OUTE ero 6e3 yCIOBUH.

Mukc Ha MrHOBEHHE YAUBUIICS, HO 3aTEM IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, UTO BCE 9TO OBUIO BIIOJIHE 3aKOHOMEPHO,
YYUTHIBas HEBEPOSITHYIO yaauy [KeppH.

Ho pa3 yx [I;xeppu BCE 3HAI:

— TBI CKOPO YMpEITh. ITO MECTO JIUILL BPEMEHHO yepXKuBaeT Tebs, HO He MOXKeT 00paTUTh CMePTh
BCIATH, — XOJIONHO NIPOU3HEC MUKC, CJIOBHO He OH OBLI TeM, KTO IIPUBEII €T0 Clofa.

OH 3afaBaj BOIIPOCH], HO CaM He 3HaJl, KaKOX OTBET XOTEJl YCIIBIIIATE.
— Pa3 THI BCE 3HaEIb, TO CTOUT JIU JKEPTBOBATh CBOEM XXKM3HbIO pafil TAKOI0, KakK 51?

Korma Th ciacaelis 3nomesi, 0COOeHHO 3Has, YTO OH 3JI0AeH, KaXkI0e ero 3JI00esTHUEe CTaHOBUTCS
YaCThIO TBOEH KapMEHI.

[I>Keppu MOIIEBEJIAI CBOUM OJlePEBEHEBIINM TEJIOM M C YBEPEHHOCTBIO CKa3all:
— 4 Bepio, 4TO TH He OyHelb TaKUM.

B rnasax [Ixeppu Mukc HuKOT{a He OblI 31mogeeM. OH IIPOCTO He MMeJT BO3MOXKHOCTH 0Ka3aThCs B
XOpoIIeu cpeme.

MUKC He MOHUMAJI, OTKy[a B35JIaCh 3Ta BE€Pa W YTO 3a CHJIa 3daCTaBIIdJid ,H,}KeppI/I TOBOPUTE TaKHe
YBEDEHHEIE CJIOBA.

— A ecnu TH omubaenbCsa?

IXeppu yNIbIOHYJICS, HUYETo He CKa3aB, HO CJIOBHO BCE yKe ObIJIO CKa3aHo.
[Toce HECKONBKUX CEKYHM MoT4aHus [[2Keppu He BEIIepKall.

— He rpycTu us-3a MeHs. 4 crnacato Te€0s1 He OJ1s1 TOTO, YTOORI THI CTpamall.
HeusBecTHO, Kak [[:keppu pasrisges nevyasib Ha X0IO[HOM tnuile Mukca.

Ho Mukc He cTan ciopuTh. YyBCTBOBAJ JIX OH Iedab u3-3a [xKeppu? Bo3aM0OXKHO, Oa, a BO3MOXKHO, 1
HET...

[Toxka MuKc npefaBajicsi COMHEHUIM, [[:Keppu IPogoJiKai 60aTaTh:

— ...YecTHO rOBOpSI, MHOTHE TOBOPSIT, YTO MHE BE3ET, HO 5 CaM YacTO He IIOHMMAal0, HAaCKOJIbKO S
ymaunuB. Ho ecnu y MeHST MeMCTBUTENBHO €CTh yaya, To 51 OBl XOTeN OoTHaaTh €€ Bcio Tebe... K
COXKaJIeHuIo, 51 Bemb o0elran BeiBecTu Te0s 3 ['UApHI, a Teleph 3TO, TOX0XKE, CTAHOBUTCS JIOKbIO.
MepTBeIl Befib HE CMOXKET Te0s BEIBECTH, BEPHO?

[>Keppu BHITNISAAE HCKPEHHUM, HO MuKc comHeBacs. OH gaxe nmogyMai, 4To [Keppu HaMepeHHO
TOBOPUT 3TO, YTOOBI 3aCTaBUTh €TI0 UCKATh C1Iocob cracTu ero. Ha camoMm ferne oH 3Hal, 4To [IXKeppu
He cTas Obl TaK IIOCTYIaTh, HO BCE PaBHO He MOT U30aBUTHCS OT 3TOM MBICIIH, CJIOBHO 9TO MOTJIO
CMSATYUTH CTPAHHOE YYBCTBO BHYTPH HETO.



OpHako, KaK TOIBKO CJI0OBa ,[[}KeppI/I IIpO3By4Yalik, 4YTO-TO TETJI0e Me[IJIEHHO HAIOJIHUIO Tejlo MuKca.

B03M0KHO, #3-3a TOT0, YTO [Keppu ObIJT CITUIITKOM HCKPEHHUM, OH HEBOJIbHO COBEPIIHII
JKEePTBOIPUHOIIEHKWEe B I0JIb3y Mukca. OH IelCTBUTEIbHO, KaK ¥ TOBOPHJI, OTHAJ CBOIO yOauy MUKCY.

Ho nonyuus 3T0T map, MUKC CII0BHO IOJIy4YHUJI yaap, OTIIATHYBIINCh Ha HECKOJIBKO I11aros.
— Ilouemy...

[ToueMy B 9TOM MHUpe CYIIIECTBYET TaKOM Aypak, Kak [xeppu? [louemMy OH [0IKeH OBIJT BCTPETUTh
TaKOTro gypaka!

B aT0T MOMEHT MUKC I10YyBCTBOBaJI OTPOMHYIO OIIaCHOCTH, UCXOAAIIYIO OT [Keppu. Bo3MOXKHO,
I>Keppy HUKOTHA He IPUYUHUI O eMy Bpefia, BO3MOXKHO, OH UCKpeHHe 3a00THICS 0 HEM, HO
MMEHHO IT03TOMY KaxK[Ioe CJI0OBO U meicTBue [IKeppu He3aMeTHO MEHSIJIO TO, YTO MHMKC CUHTAll yXKe
3ameyvyaTyieHHEIM B €T0 AyIIIe.

Temno, 3aMoIHUBIIEE €TI0 TEJIO, ObIIIO CITUIIKOM TOPAYUM [OJId TAKOT'0 «XOJIOOMHOKPOBHOT'O» CYIIIECTBAa,
Kak Mukc. OHO CJIOBHO MOTJIO CXKeYb ero AoTia.

Ixeppu OB TEPBHIM, KOTO OH BCTPETUII, KTO OB ITOX0XK Ha «IOCJIeIOBATENA», KaK TOBOPHIIa JMMC.
Xorts [IKeppH, BO3MOXKHO, He BEPUJI B HET'O, OH JOBEPSIJI EMY HAaCTOIBKO, YTO OBIJI TOTOB OTHIATh BCE
panu Hero, faxe yMepeTh...

Ho Bcé 370 He momxHO OLUI0 OBITH TaK.

[Tpexne yeM MUKC yCIes OTOMHUTBCS OT 9TOT0 3aMelIaTeNIbCTBa, OH MMOYYBCTBOBAJ, KakK 3TO
IIPOCTPAHCTBO Hayajo OTBepraTh [xeppu. Ero paHsl CHOBa Hadaau KPOBOTOYHUTE, B1eqHOE JIUI0
Tpro6GPeNIo CepoOBaTHIM OTTEHOK CMEPTH, a 3paYKy CTaId PACHOKYyCUPOBAHHBIMH.

HecomuenHo, [I:keppu OB Ha TPaHU CMEPTH.
OH Ol Tak GTM30K K CMEPTH, UTO y2Ke Hadasl TEPSITh CO3HAHUE.

Korga Muxkc Pa3 3a pa3oM IIoMOrall ,]:[}KeppI/I, OH IIPEeOCTaBIIAII cebe MHOXKECTBO CII0CO00B
130aBUTLCS OT HETO, HO TOJILKO HEe TaKOM, ¥ TOJIBKO He TaK.

Ixxeppu, KOHEYHO, MOT yMepeTb. OH MOT yMepeTh Pafid KOro yrogHO, OH MOT YMEPETH B TI000M
MecTe, rie MUKC ero He YBUOUT, HO TOJILKO HE Pafiil €eT0 CIIaCeHUsI, TOJIbKO He YMUpas IPSIMO TIepes
HUM, U TOJIbKO He COBepIllasi XKePTBOIIPUHOLIEHNE CBOEN NCKPEHHOCTHIO IIEPEL] CMEPTHIO.

Ecmu 651 0H OelCTBUTEIBHO yMep, 3TO CTAJIio OBl HEeIIpeOoaOJIMMEIM IIPEIATCTBUEM A Muxkca.

OH He XO0TeT, YTOOHI H}KeppI/I BEPHJI B HETO, OH HE XO0TeJI CTAHOBUTHCA XOPOIIUM DAy €TI0 BEPEI, XU OH
TOYHO He XOTeJI OBITh B BEUHOM OOJITY Iiepen HuM!

K uépTy 3Ty ymady, OHa eMy He HyxXKHa!
OH mpeKkpacHo MPoxkuI 6e3 Heé N0 cux 1op. A TOT, KTO 0671a/ias ymaden, BOT-BOT YMPET.

Korpa-To Mukc npuHEC B KepTBY JeMOHa, YTOOb BEPHYTh CBOIO AYITY, ¥ IOJTyYUJI CUILY IeMOHa.
Teneps OH MPUHEC B XKEPTBY yoauy [IKeppu 1 KOe-4To elle, YTOOHI CIIaCTh ero KU3Hb.

OH He MOT ITPOCTO TaK COXPAHUTD €T0 XKU3Hb, HO MOT 3aIJIaTUTh OIPeNeNeHHyI0 eHy. OH



COMHEBAJICSA, HO HCKPEHHOCTD H}KeppI/I Imogapuiia eMy 3TO HOBO€ Ha4daJlo.

YyBCTBY$, KaK TeIJIO BHYTPU €0 Tejla MeJIeHHO uc4ye3aeT, MUKC COOPOTHYICS OT Xoofa. Camoe
CTpALIHOE B 3TOM MHUpe — He OTCYTCTBUE Yero-To, a IIOTePSl TOro, YTO ¥ Tebs OLLI0.
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