OH 3HaJ, YTO €T0 OTIH OBITM BeJIMKUMHU JTIIOObMHU, HO He 0ojiee Toro. OH HUKOTTA He myMall
oOpaIaTthCs K HUM 3a IMOMOIIBI0 ¥ HUKOTA He TIJIaHUPOBaJT HCKATh UX II0CJIe TOT0, KaK MOKWMHET 3TO
MeCTO.

g Mukca JIYy4YIIUM crmocoboM ux COCYyIIECTBOBAHUA Ob110 OBI HE 3HATh OPyT O ApyTre U He
BMEIINBATLCA B 2KU3Hb OPYT OpyTa.

Ero mosiBmeHue He OBIIIO TeM, 4Yero OHU XOTeJik, U MUKC He XO0TeJl, YTOORI ITOCTIE TOro, Kak OH YﬁﬂeT,
KTO-TO IIBITAJICA €TI0 KOHTPOJINPOBATh.

Cuutas cebs YHUKAJTbHBIM, MukKc HeHaBuOe, Koraa Apyrue CpaBHHBAJIX €TI0 C €r0 OTIlaMHU U
IIBITAJINCE YBUOETH B HEM UX YEPTHI.

Ho, K coxanenuio, B FI/IJIpe TaKHe HEMPUATHBIE CIIEHBI PA3BII'PDEIBAJIMCE IIE€PEN HUM HE Pas.
SMonuu B rila3ax Mukca OBIITH SICHEI KaK OEeHb OIS O(beJ'II/II/I.

Y Hero Oblyla Takas Xxe TOPHOOCTh, KaK U y €ro 0TLIOB, HO TOPAOCTh 6€3 CUJIBI — 3TO BCETO JIUIIh
Iy TKa.

— MarnbpyuK, pa3Be 3TO MeCTO HE HaY4UHJIO Te65{, YTO KOT'Ja Thl HEJOCTATOYHO CUJIEH, HY2KHO
COEPXKHNBATE CBOU 9MOITn?

C aTuMU CIIOBaMU MMUCTOJIET YBEPEHHO yIepcs B 100 Mukca.
Korpa ona goctana opyxue, Odenus HaMepeHHO WK CIy4aiHo Opocuiia B3TJISA Ha AalbHUW yTOI.

Ee pmericTBus OBIIM HACTOJIBKO OBICTPRIMU, UTO MUKC JaxKe He YCIIell CpearupoBaTh, ¥ BCe yKe CTallo
TAKUM, KakK ceyrdac.

Ho maxe Haxofsgch Tak OIM3KO0 K CMEPTH, faKe He BUAS HU KallJiK IyTKYU Ha nuie Odenun, Mukc
0CTaBaJICS CIIOKOMHEBIM.

OpmHako ero CIIOKONCTBHE He pa3densis KTO-TO, IPSITaBIIUICS B TEHU.

— OcTtanoBucs!

EnBa ycnplliaB 3HaKOMBIY I'0JI0C, MUKC ClleTKa U3MEHUJICA B JIULIE.

OH noBepHYJICS U YBUOEN, Kak [[KeppH BHIIIEN U3-3a yIla, Hanpasisas nuctoneT Ha Odenuio.
Kak oH cMmor mpo6paThCst MEMO CTOIBKUX NTiofe#? CHoBa 6aromapst CBoel CTpaHHOH ymade?
Bo3moxH0, cam MuKC He 3aMeTuJI, Kak B ero Cepille MPOMeIbKHYIa TPeBOTa.

[>XKeppu nponoKan npubauKaThCs, ero IoBefeHNe HallOMUHAJI0 II0IUIEeNCKOro, Cllacalomero
3aJI0KHUKA OT TIOXUTUTEJIS.

KoneuHo, ero cyioBa 3Bydanu elre 6ojee NOOXOASIIe:
— Otnyctu storo pebeHka!

— Oro~



Odenust mpumnonHsina OPOBb.
— Meim1b, IPSATABINASCS B TEHU, HAKOHEI] PELITia BEIUTH?
— 4 ckazamn, ornycty pebeHKa!

MuKc 3aMeTHuJI, YTO pyKa [IKeppu cjerka OpPorHyJa, 4YTo OBIJI0 HEIIPOCTUTEIbHOM OMIMOKOM IS
areHra.

[Touemy? M3-3a GecriokoiCcTBa 3a HETO?
Kakas rinymnocrs...

Ha camowm pene, [:xxeppu cMor mpo6paThCs CIofla B OCHOBHOM 6j1aromapst CBoel yoaue, 1 MUKC yxke
BHUJIEJI, HACKOJIbKO CTPAHHOUM MOXKeT OBITh ero yaada. XOTs OH HHOTHa OeCIIOKOUIICS, YTO 9TO MOXKET
OLITh HeHANeKHEIM, B OCHOBHOM OH OBL/I CIIOKOEH.

B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, Ja’ke eCJTH OH He MOT C YBePEHHOCTHIO CKa3aTh, YTO CTAJl JKePTBOH €ro yoayuu
00JIbIIIe BCEX, OH TOYHO OBII B YKCJIE TTEPBHIX.

HGKOTOpre Bellly, €CJIN BhL HCIIBITAIN UX Ha C66€, BEI HAYMHAETE B HUX BEPHUTH, KaK OBl HEeBEPOATHO
9TO HHU Ka3aJIOCh.

Ho MuKc He 3Hall, 4TO Cpedu TeX, KTO ceyac 3[eCh HaXOOuCs, YIaUIUBLIM OBITT He TOIBKO [[KeppH.
Odenus, xKeHIIMHA, KOTOPYIO B ['uupe Ha3biBanu Mapmam ['uapoi, o61agana criocoOHOCTHIO K yoade.

— OMUIK, OUYEeBUIHO, Obl/Ia HUKYEMHOW, — BAPYT IIPOKU3HEecIIa OHa, YIIOMHHAs YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIH He
MOTKeH OBLT ORITh YIIOMSIHYT B 3TOT MOMEHT. 3HaKOMO€ MMsI 3aCTaBUJI0 MHKCa IOYyBCTBOBATh, OYATO
oHa 3Haja Bce. — OHa rmokasasa Tebe, YTO TaKoe ITOC/IeoBaTelNb, HO He Hay4uia Te0s, KakK ero
BOCIIUTHIBATE. ..

OHa HaMepeHHO MOHMU3UIIa TOJIO0C:
— JlaBa¥i cerofHsl MPOBEPKM, HACKOIBKO YCIIEITHO TH BOCIIUTAJI CBOETO MOCIeloBaTEeN.
He maB Mukcy omoMHyThCS, Odenus omyCcTuIa MUCTONET U Pe3KO TOJIKHYJIa €r0 B CTOPOHY [IKeppH.

Korpa JI>)keppy MHCTUHKTUBHO MOTSIHYJICS, YTOOHI MOMMaTh €r0, OHa BEICTPENHIa B cepale Mukca.
OTOT BEICTPEN OBLT HACTOSIIINM, HallpaBJIE€HHEIM IIPSIMO B HETO.

OmHaKo mociie BLICTpea MUKC He TI0YyBCTBOBAJ GOJM, HO OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI 3allaX KPOBU U OIIYTHII
ee TeIwIo.

Y BCce 3TO UCX0OOUIIO OT...
— Ixeppu?!

MuKc ¢ HefoyMeHHEeM CMOTpeIl Ha 3TOT0 YeJI0BeKa, KOTOPHIHA TaK KPEemKo ero o6HsI. He To 4TOGH 3a
HEero HAKTO He JXXepPTBOBaJI C000i, HO HUKTO HUKOTMA He [ejaa 9T0 TOOPOBOIBHO. DTOT
WHCTUHKTUBHEIHM IIOCTYIIOK HEJb3s OBITIO MOINeIaTh.

Ho, yuuteiBasi yoauy [xkeppu, faxe eciu Obl MyJis IIoMajia B HETO, OHA He [O0JIKHa Obiyia OBl YTOOUTH
IpsAMO B cepnue!



U Bce Xke, KOoTrma H}Keppl/l IIpHUcCeII, YTOORI 3alUTUTL MHKCa, IIyJisi, KOTOPAad OOJIZKHa OBlla IIOIIacTh B
Hero, IIpoiiia IIpsAMO 4epe3 ero cepane.

Ecnu OBl OH He TOTSHYJICS, YTOOBI TOMMATh €r0, OH MOT OBl ITPOCTO CXBAaTUTh MHUKCA U YKIIOHUTHCS OT
BeICTpesia. Ho mouemy He OvI10 9TOT0 «ecnu»? [Touemy ymava [I2keppu IoaBesia ero UMeHHO B 9TOT
POKOBOM MOMEHT?

— IToxoxXe, THI HEIIJIOXO BOCIIMTAJI CBOET0 ITOCIEeN0BaTENsI, — XOJIOMHEIM, HO OJIO6p$II-OH.IPIfI rojocC
XKEeHIMWHEI 3By4all B YIIIaX MuKca, CIIOBHO HallOJIHEHHEIN 3JI0OPpaACTBOM U HACMEIIKOH.

B opHO MrHOBEHUE BCS IpOCTh MUKCa BCIBIXHYIIA.

OH 1ocMOTpen Ha Hee, U B €r0 rila3ax 0Tpa3uicsd LBET afa.
— Kak TeI mocMmerna!

«Kaxk THI mocMesna TpOHYTb MOIO HOOBIUy!»

['nsapgs Ha 9TH T7la3a, KOTOPHIE BHITTISIAENH OMHOBPEMEHHO OMTAaCHBIMU U COOJIa3HUTENIbHBIMY Ha JIHIIe
Mukca, Odenusi Ha MrHOBeHME 3aKojie0anack. XOTs OHA CIIPABUIACH C 9TUM 3a HECKOJIBKO CEKYH]I,
[IBOE, KOTOPbIE TOIBKO UTO OBIIU 3[I€Ch, TETIEPH UCUE3IIH.

Korga H}KeppI/I CHOBA OTKDPEIJI I'lIa3d, TEMHOTaA I1eped HUM 3daCTaBUJIld €T0 Ha MTHOBEHHKE ITIOOyMaTh,
4YTO OH IIoIIaJ B af.

Ho xoTs oH u He OBLI uneajibHbIM CBATHIM, OH U HE OBIJT HACTOILKO 3JIBIM, YTOOHI OTIIPaBUTHLCA B all.

Y aTo OBINIO IpaBaoH. [I2Keppu, KOHEYHO, He HY2KHO OBIJIO OTIPABIISTLCS B afi, HO MECTO, Tle OH
ceiyac HAXOOUJICS, MOXKHO OBLIO HA3BaTh afiOM.

— Tol mpocHynCA?

YcnbinaB 3HaKOMEIH T0J10C, [I2Keppu IOBEPHYIICS U YBUOEI MuKca, COPOCHUBIIET0 MACKy C1a00CTH U
0eCIIOMOIIHOCTH.

Takoit MUKC Ka3aJicsi OfHOBPEMEHHO 3HAKOMBIM U YYXKHUM.
Ho ceitgac [Ixeppu 60JbIlIe BCETO BOJIHOBAJIO:
— Tsl TOXe ymep?

B moMeHT, KOria IIyJId II0IIAaJia B ero cepane, H}KeppI/I IIOHAJ, 9YTO €Tr0 XKOeT CMePTh, HO OH He
OZKHaJl, 4YTO YeJIOBEK, 3a KOTOPOIr'o OH OTHaJl 2KKM3Hb, TO2KE HE BBIZKHUBET.

OH He cumuTal CBOIO CMEDPTH HaHpaCHOﬁ, HO OH 0ECIIOKOMJICSI O TOM, KaKKe CTpagaHusa Muxkc InepeHec
II0CJI€ ero CMEPTH, U BUHHUII cebst 3a TO, YTO HE CMOT 3aIlUTUTh €ro.

OcobeHHO, YBULIEB Cllefibl KPOBY Ha Julle MuKca, YyBCTBO BUHHI [[3)KeppHU HOCTUTIIO TTHKA.
Mukc ycMexHyIcs:
— Tw1 04eHb x0Yels, YTOOH 9 yMep? K coxkaneHuio, s He yMep, U THL... IOKa TOXe HeT.

CTONKHYBIIKCH C TAKMM PE3KUM U [lakKe A3BUTENIbHHIM MuKcoM, [I;)Keppyu Ha MTHOBEHHE PacTepsisics.



Ho, HEeCMOTPA Ha €T0 arpeCCuBHOE IIOBEJEHNE, H}Keppn BCe XK€ yJIOBHJI Opyrue SMOIuH.

— He BomnHyilics, co MHOI BCe B MOPSIKE, — CKa3aJ OH, IIHITasgCh CECTh, HO YYBCTBYS, KakK OyATO BCe
€ero TeJ0 OKOYeHeJI0, a KPOBh IlepecTajla Teys.

Crerka IoIIeBeNIUBINKCE, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJ TYIYIO 00JIb B CEPALE ¥ YTO-TO XOJIOLHOE, 3aCTHIBIIEE Ha
paHe, BHI3BIBalOlllee OHEMEHUE.

OH OelCTBUTEJILHO ellle XXKUB?
— Kro BonHyeTcs 3a Tebsi! — He 3afyMBIBasich, 0OTBeTHI Mukc. M moGaBun:
— Bce B mopsimke? Thl cYUTaEIIb, YTO ¢ TOOOM BCE B mOpsgKe?!

OH ImpHUHEC XePTBY JIeMOHY U IOTyYKII MHOTO CHJI, HO TOYHO HEe CIIOCOOHOCTH BOCKPEIIaTh MEPTBHIX.
910 OBIIIO yHIenoM 00KeCTB.

OH IIPOCTO NIPUBEJI €T0 Ha TEPPUTOPUIO TOTO IEMOHA, I'le BPeMsl MOTJIO OBITh OCTaHOBJIEHO. Y HETO
OBLJIO CJIMIIIKOM MHOT'O BOIIPOCOB, HAa KOTOPbIE OH XOT€JI IIOJIyYUTh OTBETEL, ¥ OH HE XOTEJ... YTOOHI
[lKeppu IpocTo ymep.

Ho maxe IIpUHECEHHAasa UM 2KePTBa JEMOHY 1 BO3MO2KHOCTb BDEMEHHO HaXOOUTHCA Ha ero
TEPPUTOPHUHU HE OeJla/ii €TI0 HAaCTOAIIINM XO03ANHOM 3TOT'O MECTa. HOSTOMY OH HE MOT" HaBCerna
yoepXaThb H}KeppI/I 30eChb U HE MOT HaBCerga OCTaHOBUTE €0 2KMU3Hb.

[Toka [Ixeppu Mon4an, MUKC CIIPOCUII:

— [Touemy? ITouemy THI criac MeHs?
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