Aup 2Kouka3Hb, HE OTKPHIBad I'Jla3, IPOU3HEC:
— 4 xouy nouTH BO3Ke4b 671aroBOHUS A1 JIUH.
OH He XeJaj IUIIHUAY pa3 CMOTPETh Ha 3Ty KEHIIUHY.

WmnepaTtpuiia cTucHysa 3yOul. B oyIie oHa yXke TBICA4Y pa3 IPOKJILna Cynpyry JIuH, HO Ha Julle eé
He IIPOMEJIbKHYJIO HU TeHU HeJ0BOJIbCTBA.

— Xopomo, Ballla ITIOKOPHAaA CIIy2KaHKa cerdac ke IIOMOXKET BaM IIOOHATHCH.

HmnepaTpulia IpocyHyia pyKy 3a cuuHy dHbp 2KO4YXK3H, NEITAsICh IOMOYb €My BCTaTh. OmHAKO,
HECMOTpPS Ha TO, YTO OH CUJIBHO MOXYy[ell, TeJIO er0 0CTaBaJIoCh MyKCKHUM, @ MAHUATIOPHA
VimnepaTpulia pocTo He MOrjia ero MOfHATh.

VimmepaTpuiia Oblna B 3aMelaTeIbCTBE, HO TYT KM3-3a [IBEPH IOSIBUJICS HacleOHBIN MpuHIl. Cepalle
WmnepaTpullsl HaKOHEI-TO OIMYCTHUIIOCh Ha MEeCTO. XOPOIIIo, YTO OHA 3apaHee Hallllla YeJoBeKa U
II03BaJjla HACJIEOHOTO IPHUHIA. JTa 3aCyra J0JIXKHA JOCTAThCSI €My, a He CeIbMOMY IIPHUHITY.

— OTen-uMIepaTop, BE XOTUTE BCTaTh? — CIPOCUJI HACJIeIHbIN IIPUHII.

— JIuTsa MOE, T XOPOILIO ITOC/Iy2KU CBOEMY OTILy, & y MeHS eCTbh [ejla, KOTOPhIMU HyKHO 3aHAThLCS, —
WmnepaTpuiia ¢ yasI0KO#M BHIIIIA U3 TIOKOEB.

HacnegHbill IprHI OGHON PYKOM IIPOCYHYJT oA MBIIKY fAHE 2KOUYXKIHS, APYTrOy ITOAXBATUII €T0 IIOf
KOJIEHU U TIOOHSI Ha PYKH.

— Heropau! 4 ckasan, yto noiupy nemkoMm! — AHb 2KO4YK3Hb yCTaBUJICSA Ha HaCIeQHOr0 IPUHIIA.
ToT HEMHOTO 3aMSJICH:
— Orer-uMIiepaTop, BaM Befib HeynoOHO... ¢ mernaio 3To paju Ballero xe 6mara.

— Tl cYMTaElIb, UTO 51 XOOUTh He MOTy? Teneps Thl OyAelb pemraTs 3a MeHs? — ['onoc AHb
2Kouxk3Hs He OBLJI TPOMKKM, HO HaCJIe[HbIH IPUHI], C JeTCTBa OOSIBIINICS 3TOTO CBOEHPABHOI'O OTIIa,
UCITyTaCs.

OH nocnemHo onyctull dHb 2KouxK3HS 06paTHO Ha KPOBATh U MOYTUTEILHO 3aMeP B 0XKUIaHUU
yKa3aHUU.

Bupns, Kak HaCleOHBIN IPUHI] CTOUT B PACTEPIHHOCTH, AHb 2KOUK9HL PAa303/IUIICS:
— Tt xouems, yTOOHL 51 caM Hages o0yBb? CaM momresn Tyaa?
Xots crmoBa Aub 2Kouxk3HS He OBITM TPOMKUMH, OHHU 3By4YasIl BECOMO.

HacnenHbI! IPUHIL TYT K€ OMyCTUIICS Ha KOJEHH, 00K HOTY fAHb 2KoukaHs cefe Ha KOJIEHO,
B3$1JT XJIOTIKOBBIM HOCOK M, IPUAEPKUBAS JTOOBIKKY OJHOU PYKOMU, TOBKO HATSIHYJ HOCOK.

— Orelr, 3TOT HOCOK CITMIIKOM CBoOOmHEBIN. Kak-HUOYOb S II0Japio BaM mapy noymobHee.
Anup 2KOYKIHb XOJIOTHO XMBIKHYIT:

— Ecnu Obl TH IeMICTBUTEIBHO OB TaK OUYTUTENIEH, HE HYKHO OBIJIO OBl KAaTh «KaK-HUOYIb».



OH He YOOCTOMII HACJI€eJHOTI' O IIPHUHIIA BI3TJIAO0M.

— Orern npas, 5 cerdyac XKe NPUHECY BaM HOBYIO ITapy, — HACJIeAHBIYM IPUHI] HAaXMYPUJICS, 0TlacasicCh,
YTO OHO HEOCTOPOXKHOE CJI0BO CHOBA Pa303/UT AHb 2KOUXKIHA.

— HOFOJII/I oTen, A HOfIJI[y 3d TBOUMHU UMIIEPATOPCKUMU CallOraMH, — IMOYTUTEJIBHO ITPOU3HEC
HacnegHbN npuHIl. OH He TOHKUMAJ IT0YeMy, HO Jaxe ceidac, Koraa Teno Axb 2KouxkaHs OBIJIO Tak
cnabo, OH BCE paBHO 0OSITICS 3TOTO XOJIOMHOIO MTPABUTENS A0 IIyOuHB! Ay, OH HUKOTHOA He cMen
CUMTATh €ro OTIIOM, U Jaxe ceidac 00sJICs, YTO OJHO HeBEepHOe CII0BO BEI30BeT rHeB CriHa Heba.

— He HyXHO, TPOCTO HaJleHb MHE 3TU Oesbie TYQIU. ITO He OPUIUATTLHEIN TPUEM, HEe HYKHO
CTONBKO IIePEMOHUM, — CKa3all AHb 2KOUXKIHb.

Ha camom merne oH ObINT IPUBSI3aH K 3TOM 00yBU, KOTOPYIO Chesaia AJis Hero cymnpyra JIuH.

— Cnymatocs, 0Tell, — Haclle[fHBIN TIPUHI B3 Tydau. benrle Tydau Ha Horax AHb 2KouXKoHS
BBITJISIIE/ I CJIMIIKOM BEJIUKH, 60ITaIUCh, CJIOBHO ITPOCTO BUCenu. HacmemHbIM IPUHI] B AyIIe XKaJel
CBOETO CTApPEIOIIEero 0TIa, HO 3Hal, YTO He MOXKET 3TOr0 Ioka3aTh. MHave AHb 2ZKOUK9HD
HeIpeMeHHO CBOeM KeJIe3HOM PYKOii JoKa3asl OB, YTO TOCYHapCTBO BCE eIl€ B ero pyKaX, YTO OH BCE
eIé moBeJInTeNb [lonHe0ecHoH.

— ITomoru MHe BcTaTh, — AHb 2KOUK9HBL He XOTeJl TpaTUTh JIUIIHKE cJIoBa. OH 3HAJ, 4TO
HeCIIpaBeJIuB, HO He MOT OTHOCUTBLCS K JPYTHUM HEeTSIM C TOM Ke TelaoTord. HaBepHOe, IOTOMY 4TO C
[eTCTBa OHU OBLIU IOJ omeKou MMmepaTputsl U e€ popa. TobKo OegHBEINM CeIbMOY MIPUHII, Ybd MaTh
paHo yMepiia, He UMeJl HUKaKOro ¢hoHa U OIMUPAsCh JIUIIb Ha COOCTBEHHYIO TOPSIYHOCTh KPOBU
npo6un cebe myTh Ha mone 60s. [Jymas 06 aToMm, Aub 2KOUK3HE YyBCTBOBa ropaocTh. OH XOTeN
IIOMIEIUTHCS ITOU XOPOIIel HOBOCTBIO CO Cynpyrou JIuH.

HacnenHbIM TPUHI] KUBHYJI, IPOCYHYJT PYKHY TTOM MBIIKY AHB 2KOUXKIHS U C PHIBKOM, TTOAIePKUBAs U
IPUIIOHUMAs, TIOMOT eMy BCTaTh. AHbL 2KOUKIHbB IIIaTasCs, HO TEJI0O er0 0CTaBal0Ch HAIPSKEHHBIM.
B my1me oH He MOT TO3BOIHUTH cebe OIEPEThCS Ha HACIEOHOT0 MTPUHIIA TaK XKe, KakK mnepen AHb
LI3eiHoM. OH He XOTeJI IoJlaraThCs Ha HacJAegHOTo IPHHIIA.

Hacnepnomy npusily 6s110 He 110 cebe. AHb 2KouxK3Hb, Ka3aoCh, He X0TeJl CONMMKAaTLCA C HUM. XOTA
OH [aBHO IIPUBLIK K TaKOW OTYYKIOEHHOCTH, HO KaK K€ OHU CMOTYT UATH?

— OTen-uMIIePaTOp, MOXKET OBITh, BBl 000IIPETECH HA MEHSI? — OCTOPOKHO CITPOCHII HACIeOHbIH
IPUHII.

Aub 2Kouk3HE HEMHOT'0 TPOHYJICS. OH OBLT CTUIIKOM CYPOB K 3TOMY peGeHKy. PeIKo TOT ITpOSIBIISI
TAKYI0 CHIHOBHIOIO ITOUYTUTENILHOCTh. EC/IM BCE, UTO ¥ HETO €CTh, HOJIKHO OBIZIO JOCTAThCS CEOHMOMY
IIPUHITY, TO 3Ty OTIIOBCKYIO JI000Bb CJIENOBAJIO PA3[eNIUTh U C HACJIeIHbIM IPUHIIEM.

— IMonoxy Bamewmy BenuuecTBy, HaciegHOMY IPUHITY: KOpoyib bail MaH u npuHiiecca JIMHIYH C
BocTouHOr0o MOps IPOCAT aynUueHIH, — eBHyX LIgHb NOJI0XUI ¥ BXOZa.

Aupb 2KoukaHb OBICTPO IPUKUHYI B yMe. [ToxoxKe, 3T BOe He BeiAepkKanu. HacnegHbI! IpUHIIL
3[IeCh, €T0 HYKHO OTIIPABUTH IIOAAIbIIIE.

— ITpoBomu MeHS B TPOHHBIN 3aJl, @ IIOTOM UOM 3aHUMaMCs menaMu. CTEIHOM Che3[ U TBOPIIOBHIE
nena TpebyioT oT TeOss BHUMaHUs. Tebe IpumeTcs NOTPYAUThCs, — AHb 2KOUKIHB JIETKO ITOXJTIOMaN
PYKY HacCJIegHOTO IPUHIA, KOTOPHIY ero moanepxkuBaj. HacnemHbIN TPUHI] ObIT TPUSTHO YOUBJIEH U
TYT XK€ OTBETHUIL:



— DBEITH IOJIE3HEIM OTIY-UMIIEPATOPY — YeCTh [JId Balllero ChHA. {1 He mocpaMIiio Iprukasa!l
Anp 2KOYK3Hb YOOBJIETBOPUTENIBHO KUBHYIL.

— Xopot1i10, eciy 3aCTaBUM I'OCTEH XKaTh CIUIIKOM [OJIr0, 3T0 OymeT Moer BuHOU. Hecu MeHs Tyfa,
— 8 2KOUYXKIHb MaxHYJI PYKOH.

HacrnenHbIM IPUHI] IOYYBCTBOBAJI, YUTO OTeI] IeCTBUTEIbHO U3MEHUIICS, U CEPALle eT0 HAllOJIHUIOCh
pagocThbio. OH IOCMEIIHO HaKJIOHUIICS, TTONHAT AHb 2KOUXK9HS Ha PYKU U OBICTPHIM IITaroM
HAIIPABHUJICS B TPOHHEIN 3aj1. OCTOPOXKHO YCAAUII €Tr0 Ha TPOH, IMOMPABHUI HOTH U JIUIIb 3aTEM BHIIIE]T.

Hacnenubiil npuHL yines, MOIHLIM pagocTu. ['naasa Ha ero cnuHy, AHb 2KOYK9HB 3aKpHLI I/1a3a U
ycrokoun Meicnu. [TogHeOecHass MOXKeT IpUHAMJIeXKaTh TOJIBKO OTHOMY 4eJioBeKy. Bcé nmyuree B
MUpe OOJIXKHO JOCTaThCS TOJIBKO €My U ChIHY cynpyru JIun — fAup [I3biuny. [Ipyrie geTu... X0Ts OH
¥ YyBCTBOBaJI BUHY Iepel HUMHU, HHaue IOCTYNUTh ObUI0 Henb3sl. CeMbs UMIIEpaTopa Bcerma
oTnIM4asnach 0T OObIYHEIX ceMel. Hamelocs, B clenyomiel XK1U3HYU B He IePEPOJUTECH B
MMIIePaTOPCKOM [IOMe.

— IIpuBetcTByeM Bame BenuuectBo, — bait MaH u JIMHIYH BOLIIY K3-3a OBEPU U IIOYTUTEIILHO
MIPEKIOHUIIHA KOJIEHH.

— BcraBaute. EBHyx LigHb, momaiite yal, — cKa3asn AHb 2KOUXKIHb.

Bait Mo nun ya, 6pocast Ha Axb 2KouK9HSI UCIIOMIO0bs MHOTO3HAYUTEIILHEIE B3TJISIILI, HO BUOET,
YTO 3TOT XUTPHIM UMIIEPATOP COBCeM He creminT. OH JelCTBUTENIBHO HE MOT IIOHATH, YTO Y TOrO Ha
yme. TToxoxe, craBa TAHBIUHS, HaKOIJIEHHAS 3a TOObl, HE PyXHET 3a OAUH [EeHb.

A BOT JIMHIIyH He MOTJIa YCUJeTh Ha MecTe, 0COOeHHO BuAs, KaK AHb 2KOUXK3Hb TaK CIIOKOWHO IIBET
yaiu.

Aub XKouxkaHb cnabo ynbIOHyIICS, TOCMOTPEB Ha JIMHITYH:
— ¥V npuHneccs! JIMHIIyH ecTh cioBa? ['0BOpUTE IIPSAMO.

JIMHIIYH CJIOBHO IOJTy4usia cBo60My, OBICTPHIM 1IaroM mnopouina K Axp 2KO4YK9HI0 U OIyCTUIach Ha
KOJIEHU:

— JIunnyH npocut Baie BenruecTBO IPUHATH pellieHre 3a JIMHIYH.
Aup ZKo4UK9Hb, Ka3aioCh, KOE-U4TO AOTafaliCs U C yIIbIOKOM MPOU3HEC:

— [Npunnecca JIuanyH, BcTaBaiiTe. [0BOpUTE, 4Ero XOTUTE, S BCE PENIy 3a Bac. 3a4eM TaKue
nodecTtu? Eciu 9T0 BEIAAET HAPYXKY, He CKaXyT JIU, UTO MOU TSHBJIMHDL 00OIIENCS C IPUHIIECCOU
I1JI0X0?

HHHJ’IYH TIoTepsiia CBOIO CMEJIOCTh, CMYIIIEHHO OITYCTUB I'OJIOBY:

— JIMHIYH X04eT BOCIIOIb30BAThCST 9TOM BO3MOXKHOCTHIO, YTOOBI CKa3aTh Balremy BenuuecTBy, 4ToO
JIMHIIYH... Ha caMOM [iejie JaBHO I10J10KuIa riia3 Ha Ero BeicoyecTBo npuHna JIvuHa. JIMHIYH BEIAOET
3aMyX TOJIBKO 3a Hero!

B KoHIIe e€ mUIo MOKpPaCHETO.

— Ilpunnecca JIuHIyH, KOTOPYIO 5 3HAI0, — KEHIIWHA CMeJlas U PemuTeIbHasA. Kak ke BbI TOTePsn



cBou Hamop? — fHb 2KO4YXK3Hb paccMesics.
JIuo JIMHIYH pacKpacHeJOCh ellé CUIbHee, PYKU TePSIN OO0 IIaThs.
— Bame BennuuecTBo, He HacMexauTeCh Haf JIMHIYH.

— YecTHO roBOps, ecu OBl TH CTaJla MOeH HeBeCTKOM, 51 OblT Okl 0ueHb pax! — Aub 2KOUXK3HE C
m060BBI0 TOCMOTPEN Ha JIMHITYH.

OH pgaBHO npensuper, 4To JIMHIYH He BeigepKUT. OH He MOT yroBOpUTh AHE LI3bIIMHA, HO €C/IU 3Ta
CI0KHas MpHHIlecca JIMHIIYH CMOXKET eT0 YKPOTUTh — TOXKe X0poilo. Bce aTu rogel oH ero 6anosari,
1 Ha 1ojie 005 TOT HUKOTAa He MpourphiBaj. OH MOJIOH TOPABIHY, IIYCTh €€ HEMHOTO IIPUTPYT.

— Ho xapakTep MOero cegbMoro ChHa... I TyT 6eccuneH, — AHb 2KouK3Hb HaMePEHHO MIPOTSIHY I
rJacHble, B3TJIAM CKOJIb3HYB 110 JIMHIYH.

JInunyH kuBHyna bay Many, marsysna Brepeq U cKasasa:

— V JIMHNYH eCTb IIJIaH, TOMbKO JIMHIYH HyKkHO, 4To0H Barie BenuyecTBo nmopmepxano JIMHTyH!
— O7? Pacckaxu, ociyiiaeM, — C UHTepecoM Ipou3Hec AHb 2KOYXKIHb.

JIuHNyH gocTasna U3 pyKaBa (JIaKOHUYUK C JIEKapCTBOM:

— ITO0 cekpeTHOe CHamoObe HalIero BocTouHoro Mopsi, Ha3biBaeTcsl «Ce3nl pycanku». 2KeHIIHa,
TIPUHSBINAS €r0, B TeYeHUEe NeCSITH 4acoB OyoeT UCToYaTh 0COOLIH apomaT. Ecnu K 3TOMy BpeMeHU
Ero BricouecTBo npuHIl JINH OKaXKeTCS PSAIOM, OH Hen30eKHO IPOHUKHETCS YyBCTBAMHU K JIMHIIYH.

Aup Kouxksnb HaxMypuics. OH He 0XKU[al, 4To IpuHIlecca JIMHAYH OyOeT CTOIb cMea.
— Bame BennuecTBo, eCTh JIX KaKKe-TO BO3paxkeHus? — C TPeBOro: cripocusia JIMHIyH.

fAup ZKo4uK9HL Ha MTHOBEHMeE 3agyMaics. Eciu puc OyoeT cBapeH, a Kallly Chelllb, TOTIIa HUKTO
HuU4Yero He namMenut. OH cxKa3al:

— Pa3 yx mpuHIlecca Tak HaCTPOEHa, TO S BCE pellry 3a Bac. JIuib 6 BEI ObIIM CHACTIIUBEI, ST TOTOB
B3STh Ha ce0Os U mopuiaHue!
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