OH THX0 B37M0xXHYI. ['ocymaps OBII B paclBeTe CHUJI, HO Y2Ke BHITTISIIEIN CTaphIM ¥ H3MOXKIEHHEIM.
BeposiTHO, 3TO OBIIO Pe3yIbTaTOM MHOTOJIETHHX 3a00T. 3a 9TH OIE OH BUOET, KaK Hacllegue
TIOKOWHOT0 HMIIEPATOpPa IMOCTENeHHO yCTymnanoch CIOHHY, HO IIPH 9TOM B CTPaHe IaPUIN MUD U
TIOKOW, TBEPH IOMOB OCTABaJIUCh OTKPHITEHIMH, @ BOPOBCTBO UCYE3JIO.

KHs13b 3Ha1 0 ero 6071e3HK, HO He 0XKKOaJ, YTO OHA YXYOIIUTCS M0 TaKou cTeneHu. Ero cepmie
C3KaJIOCh, HO OH He MPEeNIPUHST HUKaKUX OeHCTBUH.

OH CTOSIJT IONTOe BpeMsi, He IPOU3HOCS HU c/ToBa. CoOMpasich YTH, OH 3aMETHJI YTO-TO Ha CTOJIe U
3aMep Ha MecTe, efiBa YOepKuBasCh Ha Horax. [Tomoias Giuke, OH yIUBUIICS.

Tam mexkana moT0OBMHA HE(GHPUTOBOTO KYJIOHA C BEII'PABUPOBAHHEIM MEPOrIudoM «Boma». KpacHbIH
IIHYPOK ObL 060pBaH.

OTOT KyJIOH BHITISIAEN TaK 3HaKoMo. KH13b ObICTPO mepedpat B TaMsATH ¥ HAKOHEeIl BCIIOMHUI — 3TO
Oblia BTOpas IOJI0BMHA KYyJIOHA, KOTOPBIM HOCHUJI ITPoMaBInuil Myxk4uHa u3 I'ycy, JTio [llans! 1Ber,
TPEIINHE], TEKCTypPa — BCe ObLIO UAEHTUYHO!

Moar KHg34 Hayall nyTaTbCs. bhiyla 1 9Ta 00BUHA KyloHa gerctBuTenbHO JIto luna? U Kak oHa
oka3zanach y ['ocymaps? 9Ty [Ba BOIIpOCa He [aBajld eMy [I0KO0sI, U OH BEePHYJICS LOMOU, HE B CUJIAX
[laXXe pa3BiieybCs C NTULAMU.

Torma JTio [TuH He 00BSICHU, TOUEMY 9TO ObIla TONBKO IIOJI0BHHA. BEITIO IBeé BO3MOXKHOCTH: THO0
KyJIOH TIpuHaasexkan Jto LuHy, HO TOTOM KaKMM-TO 06pa3oM oKa3aycs y ['ocymapsi, mubo KyJloH
M3HAYaIbHO He OBLI €r0, a MPUHA/Iekaa KOMYy-TO APyromy!

Kus3p npummypuncs. IToxoxe, BTopoe 06bsicHeHue 0b110 601ee BeposiTHBIM. Ecnu 651 JIto Llun oTman
cBoi KynoH 'ocymapto, unu ['ocynapb KOHPHCKOBAI €ro, TO TOJIBKO ecyii Okl Ha KYJIOHEe OBII0 YTO-TO
tarHoe. Ho ecnu Ov1 3T0 OB1I0 Tak, JIo LluH He cTam OBl HOCUTH €r0 BO BPeMsI JOIPOCa, IPUBIeKast
BHUMAaHWE. 3HAYUT, KYJIOH TOYHO IMPHUHA/IEkKAI KOMY-TO IPYTOMY.

Kto GBI 3T0 MoT OBITE? M KTO MOT OTHATh KyJOoH ['ocymapio? Eciu 3To Oblyta yuKa st
paccrienoBaHus, IOYeMy ee He Iepefasd OTBETCTBEHHOMY 3a [Iefio KHs310, a oTHanu ['ocymapio?
MozxeT, 3mech OblJIa Kakas-To TarHa? Unmn...

Kus3p He ocMenuics apyMaTh ganbiiae. OH 6bicTpo mo3Ban Kaus 1u u cka3zai:
— HeMenneHHO BEI30BH Clofa reHepaina Ilu!

HOansb Ly He MOHMMaJI, YTO MPOUCXOOUT, HO BHIIIOJIHUI IIpuKa3. Bckope reneparn Ilu yxe cTos Ha
KOJIEHSIX Ilepe[l KHI3€eM.

— Ckaxu, Korfia s mopydan tebe 3aganue, ['ocymaps roBopun Tebe 4To-HUOYIb?
l'enepan lu nokayvasa roaoBoOu:

— He 3nat0. O6sruHO0 TeHepan Jlu 651 61uxke K I'ocynapio, OH 4alle ¢ HUM COBETOBAJICS.
Kus3p HaxMypuics:

— Kax TH gymaenns, ['ocymaps 3Ham 00 3ToM?

l'enepan Ilu 3apyMarsics Ha MTHOBEHUE, 3aTEM OTBETUIL:



— Korpa 51 BEn Bo¥icKa Ha IIOMOIIb, ['ocygaps TUYHO BCTPETHUI MEHS U CKa3aJsl, YTOOH 51 ObLI
XpaOphIM.

Ku4a3pb cripocun:

— OH He ynoMuHan 00 3ToM gene?

— Her, 1u cnoBa.

KHs13b KUBHYJI, HO IPOMOTYall.

F'enepan v nOQHAT FOJIOBY:

— Kua3p, ['ocymapb 4T0-TO 3a110A03PUI?

— BeposiTHO, nHa4Ye OH OB HE MOPYUMIT MHE PACCIIe[OBaTh 3TO fenno. — KHsi3b 6ecco3HATENbHO
IIOCTYKHKBAJI IajbllaMU [0 CTOIY U3 IpyIieBoro gepesa. — Ho B aTom gene ['ocymaps...

He 3akonuuB (ppasy, KHI3b YBUOET, YTO eBHYX JIu mpuien mepenaTts coobmenue: I'ocymaph xouet
€ro BHU[IETh.

Kus13b oTIycTun resepana Illu u cHOBa HampaBUJICs BO OBOpPeI [laMuH.
BeposTHO, ['ocynaps 3Ham, YTO OH BUAEI KYJIOH.

Ha mpoTs2kKeHuu BCETO MYTH KHSI3b PA3MBIIIISIL. 3a 3TUMHU ABYMS JejlaMi CKPhIBajlach OTPOMHaAs
taHa. OH OBIT IUIIH Ha Kpalo, UIIb TPUKOCHYJICS K YaCTH IpaBabl. UTOOb pACKPHITH BCIO 3aTafiKy,
HY2KHO OBIJIO TOJIBKO...

KHs3b He ocMesuICs OyMaTh fanbiine. OH 00SIJICS, YTO eClid OOHAXKIL ['ocymaps...

[Tpu6sIB Bo gBOpeI] JamuH, oH mocmemun K ['ocymapio. ['ocymaps cupmen Ha KpoBaTH, U JIEKAPCTBO,
IIOfaHHOE CITy2KaHKOHW. YBUEB KHA35, OH Hadall KalllIgaTh.

KHs3b MeNTbKOM B3TJISHYJI Ha CTOJI ¥ 3aMETHJI, YTO KyJI0Ha 00JIblle HET.

— l'ocynapsk, BaM HYyKHO 6epedb cebs.

— A TBI paHbIlle He MPUXOOUII KO MHE?

Kusa3p mpomMonyar.

CTraphlii UMIIEPaTOP OTIYCTUJI CIIy2KAaHOK U B3OOXHYII:

— CKOJIBKO THI YK€ 3Haellb?

— 4 He TOHUMaIO, O YEM BBl TOBOPHUTE.

— He nputBopsiicga, — uMIepaTop yCMexXHycsa. — f 3Hat TebsI, Thl CaMblil YMHBIMU.
KHA3p HaxMypuics:

— l'ocynaps, moueMy Bl 3a00senu?

— Crapas 60/1e3Hb.



Focymapes IOCMOTpPEN Ha HETO:
— @y U, 6010Cb...

— T'ocymaps!

KHs3b pe3Ko mmpepsai ero:

— He pymatuite o mioxoM.

— Mos 6oe3Hb He 3a OOUH [eHb. ITO BOIIPOC BPEMEHHU, CMOTY JIX 5 BEIIepKaTh. Kak TONMBKO THI
Y€, 1 He CMOT 60JIbllle JepKaThCs.

T'oBops aTo, 'ocymaps yneibancs, HO Cledsl BpeMeHHU Ha ero JIMIle CTaju elle Iiay0xke, XOTs ero
B3rJ1A0 OBLI CIIOKOEH.

KHs13b OIyCTHII TOTIOBY, HE TOBOPST HU CJIOBA.

— @y CroaHb IJyII, XOTA €My yXKe IIO4YTU TPULLATh, OH He MOXKeT IPUHUMATh BaXHble pelieHus. OH
HyxkpaeTcs B Tebe. — ['ocymaphb IPOTSHY PYKY, UTOOH B3ATh €r0. — 3aBTpa ThI MOMAEIL Ha
YTPEHHUM COBET.

Ionroe BpeMsi KHsI3b, Ka3aji0Ch, Koyiebascs, HO 3aTeM MOHSII TOJI0BY U YIILIOHYIICS:
— T'ocynmaps, BB 3a0BITH HAllle COTJIALIeHNE?

— Ecmu TH TakK IOCTYMHIIL, — B I'JIa3aX KMIIepaTopa MOSBUIIACh TPEBOTa, — MHE NMPUOETCS IepenaTh
Tebe TPOH.

— l'ocymaps!
KHs3b pe3Kko BcTa, ero OpoBU CABUHYINCH, CJIOBHO OH OBIJT CHJIBHO HAIlyTaH, ¥ €r0 TOJI0C OPoXKall:
— Ecnu BB Tak IOCTYNUTE, S IOKAY 3@ BaMU.

T'ocymapb CMOTpEN Ha HEero, 3aTeM CHOBA 3aKalIlISJICs, er0 cepie OBLIO MepernoiHeHo 00/Ibi0, HO
KallleJIb CTAHOBHUJICS BCE CHUJIbHEE, ¥ OH He MOT BBEIIPSIMUTHCS.

KHsa3p nocnemmun K HeMy, IOXJIONBIBas 10 CIMHE, U IIeNTat:
— l'ocynaps, y Bac 601e3Hb cepala.

KH$13b B3HOXHY:

— Ecnu aTo 6one3Hb ceppalia, 3a4eM BHl BTSHYJIU MEHS B 3T0?
Tocymaps nputten B ce0s1 U cKa3al:

— Tol nydllle BCeX MeHSI TOHNMaELIb.

«THI Ty4Ille BCEX MEHS IIOHUMAEIb».

ToT, KTO IPOU3HEC 3TU CJIOBA, OBIN Y2Ke He BCECUIIbHBIM UMIIEPATOPOM, a APSXJIBIM CTAPUKOM Ha
Kpalo CMEpTH.



Pyxu kHg35 ocnmabny, OH cMOoTpenl Ha ['ocymapsi, ero ria3a noKpacHeNIu, HO CIoBa OBUIM XOJIOMHBL:
— He paccuuThiBaiiTe Ha MeHS.

F'ocynape yCcMexHyIICS:

— 4 3Ha, 4TO THI HE COTJIACUIILCS.

KH3b BCTas, efBa He ynas, U X0JIOOHO CKa3all:

— 4 He HACTOIBKO BEIUKOOYIIIEH.

Focymapes CMOTpeN Ha ero CIUHY, U [Be CJIe3bl IOTEKJIU 110 ero IIeKaM.

— KHa35p!

FOanp 1y yBUAEN, KaK ero KHg3b IIaTasCh BOIIEN BO ABOP, ¥ OPOCUIICS K HEMY, HO He yCIIeJl OUTH,
KaK KHS3b yIIajl Ha 3eMJII0, He TBUTAsICh.

FOanp Iy cunbHO UCIyTanCcs, ero auIo nobiefHeno, ¥ OH 3aKpuyal:
— Ckopee, momorure!

[Toguas kHA34, FOaHb LIy nmocnemu BEI3BaTh Bpayeu. ITOT MHUUAEHT CKphUIK OT ['ocymaps. EBHYyxX
JIu cKa3zar, 4To eCcu OH y3HaeT, er0 COCTOSHUE YXYAIIUTCS.

KHs13b mposexkan 6e3 co3HaHU IeJIEN NeHb U HOUb, IPHUBEs B OTYasTHHE BeCh oM. Bech mBopers
OBLT B ITaHKWKE, HO HOBOCTh JIEPKaji B CEKpeTe, UTOOL He TPEBOXKUTh HAPO,.

FOanp 1lu Gorblle Bcex BOJIHOBAJICS, BeCh IeHb CUMEN PSIIOM C KHSI3eM, He TPUTParuBasch K efie,
60sICh TPONTYCTUTh MOMEHT, KOTa KHS3b ouHeTcs. OH IpuKa3aj CBapUTh Kallly U3 KpacHoi Gaconu u
OyceHHUKa, HO He 3HAJI, CKOJIBKO pa3 ee pa30rpeBally.

Ho, kak roBOpPHTCS, IJI0XKME HOBOCTH PACIPOCTPaHsI0TCsS ObIcTpo. CyzKaHKK BO ABOpLEe [laMuH
TIOJIyYHIIA CTPOTHH HAaKa3 MOJIYaTh, HO OIHA CITyYaiHO MPOToBOpUIack. ['ocymaps cpasy xe
BCTPEBOXKUJICS U BEI3BAJ €BHyXa JIu:

— He cMment MHe BpaTh, KakK OH? JI0XKb — 9TO IpeCTyIieHue!
EBHy'X JIu UMb 3MUJICd Ha BMHOBHUKA, HO HE MOI"' HUYEIro CKa3aTh.
F'ocynapse Toponui:

— TI'oBopu xke!

EBHyx JIu 6osiicst, uto ['ocymaps pa303nMuTCs, U CKa3al:

— KH3b IPOCTO NTEPEeyTOMUJICS, Celyac OTObIXaeT.

— 4 He Bepo!

C atumu crnoBamu ['ocyaps BCTajl ¢ KPoBaTH, YTOOB IMYHO OTIIPABUTLCS B KHAKECKYIO PE3UAEHIIHIO.
EBHyxX JIu mBITANICI OCTAHOBUTH €T0:

— l'ocymaps! Barte 3m0poBbe BaxHee!



— {1 He monKeH OBLI €T0 IaBUTH!
T'ocymaps, 6opMoyda, Hayan ofeBaThCsl. EBHyX JIu He ocMenuBascs ero OCTaHOBUTD, JIMIIL TOPOIIXTI:
— l'ocymaps, Ballle 300pOBLE BaxkHee!

EBHyx JIu He cMor ero ocTaHOBUTh. CTaphlil UMIIEPATODP, HECMOTPS Ha 00JIe3Hb, MOCIIEIINTT B
pe3upennuio Kusa34. FOaub L[y, yBuUmeB 3T0, OB B y2Kace U IOCIIEIINI BCTPETUTD ero. ['ocynaphb
cpasy ke Opocuics K KHs310, IJlada ¥ HopMoya.

OcTanbHBIE B Pe3UAEHLINY He 3HaJU, YTO fennaTh. EBHYX JIu, nmog6ekaB, moMor ['ocymnapio IOTHSTECS,
COKPYIIIAsiCh:

— l'ocymaps!

Kus3b nexkan 6e3 co3HaHuUs, He IOoflaBasi MPU3HAKOB XKU3HU. ['ocynaph ObLT B OTYASTHUU, U €T0
HeJb3s ObUI0 yermokouTh. K0aub Ly Tozke Havas miakaTh. Bce B KOMHATe PHITANM, HO KHS3b HE
ITPOCHITIAJICS.

[Tpumeuanue aBTopa: PeiikoBoe 0OHOBIIEHUE.
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