T[Tocne ycrnemHoro TpuOKTHS B KOH(epeHII-3a Ha miedye Jarapa, HeGaaromapHbd CHEXKHEIN 6apc
JltoTep He pa3gyMbIBast GPOCHI CBOETO CITyTHUKA, 9()(HEKTHO MPHTHYB Ha AJTUHHEIM CTOJ B IIEHTPE
KOMHATHI.

KoneuHo, YZXKe B CIIEOAYIOIIYIO CEKYHOY IIOCJIE€ IIPU3EMIIEHNA OH CHOBA IIOTEPAJI DaBHOBECHE,
PaCTAHYBIINCE Ha II0JIy BCEMHU YETBIPEMS JIaIlaMu.

JItoTep 3aCThUI B HEOYMEHUH.

Ha mopmouke 6apcéHKa Ha MIHOBEHME OTPA3UI0Ch 3aMeIIaTeTbCTBO. BO3MOXKHO, 0CO3HaB, KakK 3TO
BHITJIAAUT CO CTOPOHBI, OH OCTOPOKHO MOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY, CJIOBHO IIBITASICh YIOCTOBEPUTHCS, 3aMETHUII
Jii JArap ero Heygauy.

Sprap, CTaBIIHMM CBUOETEIEM BCETO 3TOT0, C TPYOOM caepxkKuBas yieOKy. He xouellb, 4TOOH 5
BUOen?

Mapman MMnepuu, coxpaHss CepbE3HOE BRIPazKeHue JIUila, YCTPEeMUII B3TJISA Ha 3KpaH, He OTBOMS
r7as.

PemruB, uTo Oarap meiCTBUTENIBHO HE 3aMETHIT eT0 ITpoMaxa, JIroTep ¢ obierueHrueM BEIOOXHYI.
Xopo1110, X0poIIIo, FJIaBHOE, YTO JArap He 3aMeTHl.

HOJIO}KI[Y, IIOKa IToOpPacCTy, HaeMCA MsiCa, CTaHYy CUJIBHEE, U TOT'Ja Y2K TOYHO IIOKOPIO 3TOT'0 JIEOSAHOT O
cHoOa CBOel BeTMYEeCTBEHHOU BHEITHOCThIO CHEKHOT'O 6apca!

IToka JItoTep mpepmaBaicst MeYTaM O CBOMX OYAYIINX ITOBUTAX, 9KpaH 3axkKeErcs, U B KOHGepeHI-3aJ1e
nosiBUIach GUrypa BEpXOBHOTO nupepa MMmnepuu.

— Bamme Benuuectso.
[IlaruyB Briepém, Jarap OTHal BOMHCKOE ITPUBETCTBUE.

— O, Mot moporo# Jarap, Kak JaBHO MbI He BUAEUCh, — C HOOPOOYIITHOM YIRIOKOM ITPOU3HEC
MMIIepaTop. — JTO TOT CaMblil CHEKHBINM OaPCEHOK, KOTOPOTO g oTnpaBun? O, KaKoil 9HEPTrUYHbIH!

— Ay-y! — BepHo, cTapslii UMIIEPaTOP, 3TO 5, TBOU APArOLeHHBIN ChIH!

— DHepPruyHbM, KOHEYHO, HO [TI0YeMy TaKOM MaJleHbKUM? — IT0KadaJj I'0JIOBOM CTaphlii MMIIepaTop. —
Sprap, Tebe HYKHO KOPMUTH ero mobosbiie. ['0TOBL eMy efly, 3TOT MaJbIIl 0YeHb IPUBEPEIUB!

— Ia, Bame BenuuecTtBo, — OTBETHI Jarap.
— Ay! — Crapslii UMIIEepaTop, KOT0 THl Ha3bIBaellb MaJleHbKUM!

Crapslii UMIIEPaTOp eIlé HeMHOTO IIompa3HuiI JIloTepa, moBenss 0apCcéHKa [0 HemOBOJILHOI'0 PEIYAHHUSI,
Ipexje 4YeM HaKOHell YIOBJIeTBOPHUIICS.

3aTeM UMIEepaTop MOBEPHYJICS K dArapy, yopas MIyTIXUBYIO YILIOKY, U CEPhE3HO CKa3all:
— Oprap, TH 3aHMMAaeIIbCs TIOMCKaMU TPeThero npuHiia JitoTepa.

— Ia, — He cTaJl OTPULATh JATap.



Yro? JIoTep B3OPOTHY, IOOHSAB CBOIO MYIIUCTYIO F'OJIOBY X YCTPEMUB B3TJIAA Ha JATapa.
«JTOT apeHb UILIET MEHSA?»
— Tebe Gorbllle He HYKHO 3TUM 3aHUMAaThLCS, — CKa3aJl CTaphlil UMIIepaTop.

— YV UmMmnepuu ecTh HOBOe 3afiaHue [ys Te0si. U y MeHs, cCTaporo 4ejioBeKa, TOXe eCTh [eJI0, KOTOpoe
s X04y IIOPY4YUTh UMeHHO Tebe.

Ileno, KOToOpoe HYKHO MOPy4YuTh Iarapy? OcobeHHOE?

Ycneimas 970, 6apCEHOK MOTHSI CBOIO MYLIMCTYIO TOJIOBY ¥ YCTPEMHUJT HETIOABUKHBIN B3TJISA Ha
CTaporo MMIIEPaTopa, XBOCT 3a CIMHON HEOCO3HAHHO BUJISAJI, SIBHO ITOKA3bIBAs €T0 MHTEPEC K 3TOH
TEME.

«4T10 3a 0coOEHHOE 3alaHKe MOXKET OBITh ¥ CTApOro UMIepaTopa s darapa? 9To CBSI3aHO C
BHYTPEHHUMH [ieJlaMy IIJTaHeTH [[3/1a, UM 4TO-TO MPOoU301LI0 B [ToNsipHOM rajnakTuke?»

Ero B3rnsig cTanm cephE3HEBIM.

ToT ¢akT, 4TO B €ro rapHU30He Ha MIaHeTe [[371a 0Ka3alics IpenaTeslb, KOTOPHIN PACKPHIT CEKPETEH
sfipa IJaHeTH U CIIPOBOLIMPOBAJI TaKyio MaclITabHyI0 aTaky, caM 1o cebe ObLI KpaiiHe
IIOOO03PUTEIbHBIM.

MexaHu3M oTO0pa BOKCK, BO3IJIaB/IseMbIX UMIIEPCKUM NIPUHIIEM, ObLT Ype3BbIYaHO CTPOTUM, a
MarHUTHOE TI0JIe TIJIaHeTH []371a OBIJI0 HaCTONIbKO YHUKAJIBHEIM, YTO €T0 ObIJIO TPYAHO 00HAPYXKUTh, U
OHO Hapymano paboTy 60nbIMHCTBA O0EBLIX MalIuH. [10 T0TUKe, TAaKOT0 IPOCTO He JOJIKHO OBIIIO
IIPOU30UTH.

Ho sTo CIIYy4YHJIOCE.

l'apuu30H Ha [[371e TOHEC OTPOMHEIE IIOTEPH, @ CaM UMIIEPCKUIA TPUHI], Y4aCTBOBABIIINIL B OUTBE, B
TJla3aX BHEUIHETr0 MUpa 0Ka3aJiCsl B KpailHe OIIaCHOM II0JI0KEHUH.

Ecnu 6wl JTtoTep He puKa3an AHbe B30pBaTh cebs, iMmepus moTepsiia OB He TOJIBKO IMIPUHIIA U
apMuio, HO ¥ camy [amy.

Bera-nipuHI], BO3MOXKHO, He uMeJI O0NIbIIOro 3HadyeHus, Ho [1ana — 970 Apyroe feno. MHTepec K [Iame
He TOJIbKO YKa3blBasl Ha Hajuuue Gpemy BHyTpU MMepun, HO U JEMOHCTPUPOBAI MaciiTab yrpo3H,
C KOTOPOU CTOJIKHYJIach MMmnepus.

B Takoit KpuTryeckuii MoMeHT [TonsipHas rajlakTuKa, HAaXOOAIIAsICS MO yIIPaBIeHneM JArapa,
camas MOIIHAs JTUHUS 000pOHBI MIMIIepuu, HU B KOeM CiIydae He J0JIXKHa Obljla MoCTpaaaTh.

BapCéHOK C CepbéSHHM BBEIpaXKEHHEM 2KIOaJl IIDOOOJIZKEHNA Pe4YUd CTaPpOro uMIiiepaTtopa, He
Iogo3peBasd, 4TO ero «BaXKHHI» BUT BHITJISOUT B rlla3ax 3;11"apa OOBOJIEHO T'JIYIIO.

«OH B0oOOI1Ie TOHMMAET, 0 YEM peyb?»
Ecnu 651 uMIiepaTopa He OBITIO PSAIOM, MOXKHO OBLIO ObI TKHYTB €0 10 TOJIOBE.
XKamb. — 9arap ¢ 6ecCcTpacTHLIM JIULIOM MBICTIEHHO COXKaslell.

— Oi1, a 3TOT OAPCEHOK BCE eIIe 3[eCh, — BHE3AIMHO IIepeMeHUII TEMY CTaphli UMIIepaTop. — JMrap,



BBIBEIM €TI0 OTCIHOda, IIYCTh ITIOECT. ITOT MaJIBIIII TOYHO He 3aX0YeT CIIymaThb 00JITOBHIO CTaporo
4YeJI0OBEeKa.

JTtoTep pacrepsncs.

«CTaphll UMIIEPATOP, UYTO THI fejIaemb!»

JItoTep 3aphrdal, OBTasCh COIPOTUBIATECS, HO DATap CXBATUII €r0 3a 3arPUBOK U ITONHATL.
«[Topmoxpmu, s HE X049y yXOOUTH, S TOXKE X04y CIyLIaTh!»

Onrap, mepxka 6apceHKa, BHIIIEN U3 KOHpEePEHI[-3ajla U Ilepefas ero CoIgaTy, CTOSBIIEMY V JBEPH.
— OTBenu ero B CTOJIOBYIO, — CKa3asl Oarap Coyipary.

— Ects, mapiuarn!

«HeT, s He X04y B CTOJIOBYIO.»

BapcéHoK u3BMBaJICS B pyKaX CONfaTa, IbITasCh BEIPBAThCS.

— Jprap, BepHU MeHs B KOHGepeHIl-3ajl, — 0apCEHOK YIETHIICS 3a PYKY JATapa, He XKefas
OTITyCKaTh, ¥ 3aphlyall Ha HeTO.

— Bynp mocnymHbIM, — X0JIOMHO IIPOU3HEC DATap, BEICBOO0XK At CBOM IaJblibl, KOTOpPEle 6apCEHOK
KPETKO JepKaJl MyIIXUCTEIMHU JTalTKaMHu.

— He 0oiicsi, — 9arap MArkKo Iorjafuil MITKHe YIIKU 6apcéHKa. — 9 CKOPO BEPHYCh.

C aTuMu cJI0BaMM OH ITOBEPHYJICS U BEpPHYJICS B KOH(epeH1I-3a. [IBepb 3a HUM aBTOMaTU4Y€CKHU
3aKpHIIach.

JIroTep 3amMom4ar.

«TTomokau, ST TPOCTO XOTEJN YCIIBIIIATh, YTO CKaXKeT CTaphlii UMIIepaTop, I He MPUBSI3LIBAJICS K
Tebe!»

«41 He 6orock ocTaThCa 0e3 Tebal»

BapcéHOK mPoMoIKal SPOCTHO PhIYaTh Ha y2Ke 3aKPHITYIO IBePb KOH(EpeHII-3aja, HO COJIfarT,
IepXKaBIIWK ero, TYT K€ Pa3BePHYJICS U HATIPABUIICS K CTOJIOBOM.

— Croii, s mpuKa3biBaio Te0e 0CTaHOBUTHCS! — JIFOTep MOIHS TOJTOBY M OCKAJIMIICS Ha COJJaTa.

OmHaKO CONOaT, COCPEeNOTOYEHHEIH TOTHKO HA BHITOJTHEHUH IIPUKa3a MapIlasia, IPOUTrHOPHUPOBAI
HEIOBOJILCTBO OapCEeHKa.

«3JTO TeJI0 TaKOe MPOTUBHOE. »
BapCcEéHOK CHUK, YIIX OMyCTUIIMCh, ¥ OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI Ce0si HEMHOT'0 00HMXKEHHEIM.
«JIafHo, 51 ¥ IpaBaa TOJI0OHeH. »

«Korpa 51 HaeMcsl, Torfia ¥ IIopyraio darapa.»



IoOpaBHmIKCh 0 CTOIOBOM, JII0TEP C KAMHOCTHIO HAOPOCHUIICS Ha TIIATEIbHO IPUTOTOBIEHHEIE
CTEHUKHU.

CHITHIN U )IOBOHBHBIIZ HI-OTep PaCTAHYJICA Ha CIIEIUAJIBHO HO):[I"OTOBJ'IGHHOI;I OJId HETO MSTKOM
IIOOCTHUIIKE, BBICTABHUB HYHII/ICTBIfl 2KHUBOTHK.

— Kak xe g Haesncs, — 6apCEHOK, HAeBIIUCH KAPEHOT0 CTeWKA U YOOOHO YCTPOUBLIUCH Ha MATKOU
TIOACTUJIKE, IPUIIYPUJI TJla3a, YYBCTBYSI COHJIUBOCTb.

He oxwupan, 4To moBapa JArapa roTOBST TAaK BKYCHO, Y HAC Ha [[371e TAaKOTO YPOBHS HET.
«Korpma st BepHy CBO# YenoBeuecKuii 001Uk, 3a0epy mapy moBapoB oT JArapa K cebe.»
«Ho Tak Kak s TaBHO He eJl TAKOT0 BKYCHOTO CTe#Ka, 5 mepeen.»

BapCcéHOK IeHWBO IIOTPOTraJl JanKoy CBOM KPYTJIIb XKUBOTUK. B 3TOT MOMEHT eMy Obl KTO-HUOYOb
II0MacCUPOBaJl KUBOT...

TonbKo OH nmopgymalil 00 9TOM, KakK IIOYYBCTBOBAII, KaK 9Ybsi-TO OobIas PYKa Ha4alla HE2XKHO
MaCCHPOBATh €ro prerIfI XKUBOTHUK.

«Kak MmpusTHO, BOT TakK... [Togoxmu!»
JIroTep pe3Ko OTKPHUI I'71a3a, KOTOPhIE OH Y2Ke Hadall 3aKphIBaTh OT YAOBOJILCTBUSA, ¥ YBUAEN Jarapa!l

— Ay-y! — Opnrap, KaK Thl IIOCMETT BEICTaBUTh MEHS 3a OBephb! — BapCEHOK pa3bIpuUics, ero
30JIOTHCTHIE TJIa3a PACIIMPUIINCD, IIEPCTh BCTaaa AbI00M, ¥ OH Hadall IPOCTHO PHIYATh Ha Jarapa.

dnrap CIOKOMHO CMOTpPesl Ha 6apCEéHKA CBOMMH XOJIOMHBIMU CEPEeOPHUCTHIMU TIa3aMu.
«0O 4éM 9T0 OH?»

— Marseim, — 3arap TpoTSHYI PYKY, YTOOH MOTJIafUTh T'OJI0BY OapCeHKa.

— Ay! — He Tporaii MeHsi! — BapCcE€HOK ygapus MITKOU JIANKOM 110 IPOTSHYTOM PYKe.

XoTs yoap MATKo# jankod 01 6e36071€3HEHHEIM U faXKe MIPUSTHEIM, OH SIBHO BEIpakasl OTKa3
OapceHKa OT KOHTaKTa C JATapoM.

«4TO CIy4unocs?»
darap HaxXMypHUJIICA.
Eme coBceM HemaBHO MaJIbILI LETIISNICS 3@ HETro, He XKeJlas OTIIYCKaTk.

— Tebe He TOHPABUJIIOCH, UTO S YIIET HALOJT0? — UTHOPUPYS CIabbIi MpoTecT OapCcéHKa, dArap B3si
€ro Ha PyKH.

— O6uuMemcs, CHeKOK, — Jarap mporenTasn JIloTepy Ha yXo, ero riy60Kuit rooc MrTHOBEHHO
BHLI3BAJI IPOKb BO BCEM Tejie OapcéHka. — He cepauce.

Tomoc OBl HACTOMBKO HU3KKUM M CEKCyaIbHBEIM, UTO JII0TEep Ha MrHOBEHUE IIOTEPST Jap PeyH.

«Kak xe npusartHo... Het!»



«Kax Tl MeHs Ha3Ban? Kak TH MOT [aTh MHe TaKOe HeCOIUTHOe UMs 0e3 MOoero cornacus!»
«W KTO Tako¥ TBOU CHIH, ay!»

Cnacu6o BceM, KTO oOaBuJ B 3aknanku! JIio0m0 Bac =3=
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