Henwss e IIPU3HATh, YTO UMEHHO M3-3d 3TOI'0 YKOPEHUBIIET 0CSA 06pa3a MEBICJIEH OHM II03XKEe U
IIOIIAJINCh HAa YOOUYKY I'OCIIOOWHA Bas, KOTOprfI BCero r[apoﬁ CJIOB CMOT UX 0OBECTH BOKDPYVT IIaJibIia.

[I3un Xaif, KOTOPHIM paHee TOPOIUIICS HOJIOXKUTh, He YIeIuI JOIXKHOTO BHUMaHUS OCMOTPY TPYIIa.
Temeps ke, BHUMATEILHO OCMOTPEB €T0, OH C HeOyMeHHeM IIPOU3HEC:

— CMOTpH Ha ero mpaByi0 PYKY, TaM HUYETO HET.

I‘IyHMI/IH OYHYIICA OT 3aAyMYHBOCTH 1, COEJIdB IIaPy IIaroB Bnepén, HeCs Ha CIIMHE CTapIero 6paTa,
BHUMATEJIBHO IIPUCMOTPEJICA. [IencTBUTENIBHO, XOTS PYKa Oblyla ckaTa B KyJiaK, B Hel He OBIJIO TOTO
JIOCKYTa TKaHM C IIBETOYHBIM y30POM, KOTOpBIIZ HaIlllJIX Y OBYX IOruOIIMX HaKaHYyHE.

Xya Mao Toxe MOJOIIEN B3T/ISIHYTh:

— To4HO. ITOT C1IOCO0 CMEPTH CIIUIIKOM OTIMYAETCS OT TEX ABYX. ITO TOUHO HE TOT K€ CaMBIN
yesnoBek. HeT, TOT ke caMblil mpu3pak... Hy u, B 06111eM, TOYHO He TOT XKe caMbIi yOuiinia. 5 mymaro,
YTO Te OBOEe OBLIM YOUTH TeM NMPU3PAKOM, a 3TOT, T0X0XKe, ObITT YOUT YeJIOBEKOM.

Baii Illydan mpoTsaHYI PYKY, Clerka KOCHYJICS TeJla, 3aTeM OTHEPHYI eé:

— BepHo. Te nBoe norubiumx Buepa O yOuTH CBUPEMBIM IPU3PAKOM. f ero He BUXKY, HO, CYHOs IO
BCEMY, 9TO Ta caMasi IeBoYKa U3 CHa YyHMMHA. A 9TOT 4esoBeK OblsT YOUT pyKaMu dejioBeKa.

YyHMUH ¢ HEIPUSA3HBIO HaOMI0gas, Kak U3sIIHbIe Malblbl cCTapiiero Opata KacawTcs Tena Y
LI3siHbY9Ha, ¥ HaxMypuics. OOHOM PYKOU OH NpuAepkKas crapliero 6para, a pyrou gocTasl u3
KapMaHa HOCOBOM IIJIaTOK U ITOCIIEIIHO BEITEP ero pyKy. Takue KpacuBble PYKU He NOJIXKHEI KacaThCs
omo0OHOM ragoOCTH.

Bau lllydaH He CONPOTUBIISAICS U IO3BOJIWI €My CHOENaTh 3TO.
— 910 Yxkan Coi, TOYHO OH! — XJIONHYJ B nagoimu Xya Mao.
[I3uH Xal CIIOKOMHO ITPOU3HEC:

— Cynst mo coOpITHSIM U3 CHa UyHMUHA, M3HAYAIbHO BUHOBHBIX OBIIIO BoceMb. Buepa morubnu gBoe,
CETOJHS OUMH, U eI€ OOUH TOYHO yMep Bo cHe. OcTanock 4eTBepo. Ho, yunThiBas xapakTep UxkaH
C1051, 3a CTOJIBKO JIET OH OBl HE OrPaHUYUIICS YOUNUCTBOM TOIBKO ONHOTO. OMHAKO OH U He MOT
IeNCTBOBATh CITUIIKOM YacTO, TaK YTO, BEPOSITHO, OCTA/IbHEIE EII€ KUBHL.

Xya Mao ¢bIpKHYI:

— 41 61 mpemoYEn, YTOOH OH BCeX UX YOUI. OTU 0TOPOCH 3acityKumu cMepTh. Ecnu 0wl 51 651 UKaH
CroeM, yOUTb OHOT'O UJTK BOCEMEPHIX — KaKas pa3Huiia? Bcé paBHO oHM yMpPYT. OfiHa XKU3Hb 3a
BOCEMB — 3TO CTOUT TOr0!

[I3uH Xau HaxXMypPUJICH:

— OTH TI00M JeNCTBUTENIBHO 3aCITyKUIIK CMEPTh, HO OH OBII CIMIIKOM ompoMeTuyuB. OH He momyMall
0 TOM, 4TO OyHEeT C ero POJUTENIIMU, €CJIH OH ITOTHOHET.

Baiu llydax cHOBa Hafes nepyaTKH:

— JleiCTBUTENLHO, OIIPOMETYHBO. Ecnu oH cMoOr TOorma He3aMeTHO PacCnpaBUTLECA C HECKOJIEKUMHU, TO
MOT OBl TIMomo2KaaTh HECKOJIBKO JIET U ITIOCTYIIUTE TaK XK€ C OCTAJIbHBEIMHU. Tak oH GBI OTOMCTHII, HE



JKepPTBYS COOO0M.
OH HaMepeHHO 3aMe[JIu/ Pedb, BKIaAkBas B CJI0BA HOTKY HACTABIIEHUSI.

YyHMUH CMyTHO YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO B UX CJI0BaX YTO-TO He TAK, HO HE MOT [IOHATH, YTO UMEHHO.
HeMmHoro nokose0aBIInCch, OH BCE Ke PEIIn JOBEPUThCS CTapilieMy OpaTy U KUBHYI:

— Crapmmi Opar mpas.

PasroBapurBasi, OHM CBEPHY/IH 3a YIroJl U YBUAEIH PAL IJIOTHO 3aKPBITHIX OMOB.
Emé He momoiist 6nuxke, OHU YCIIBIILIANNA U3 OMHOT'0 U3 JJOMOB TPOMKHUIA 1Ty M.

— ...BrIatiTe uxX, OCTa/lIMCh TOJIBKO OHU ABoe! Eciu oHM yMPYT, BCE OymeT KOHYEHO!
— To4HO, TOYHO, TPOTOHUTE UX, HHAYE MBI TOXKE IMOrubHeM!

— KTo0 mocMmeeT TpoHYTH MOET0 OTLa?!

— A noueMy OBl ¥ HET? OTO OHM BUHOBATHI B CMEPTH AHBII3H, a He MBI, [Ipru3paK MCTUT, ¥ KTO
BCTAHET Ha IyTH, TOTO YObIOT. EC/TK TH X04elllh yMepeTh, MbEl Te0ST HE OCTAHOBUM, HO MHEI-TO HE
xoTum!

— [la IOH, He Oymb mypakoMm, momyMait o ceiHe! Ecnu ¢ To60M YTO-TO CTYyYUTCS, KaK MBI C MAaTEPBIO
BBIKMBEM?

— XBaTUT 60J'ITaTB, 6BICTpee CBSIXKUTE UX ¥ OTBEOUTE K Moruse AHbI3k! Eciu Mul eeé pa303JIuM, BCEM
HaM KoHell. He 386BIBafITe, YTO BEHI TOT'Ia T‘OBOpI/IJ'II/I!

— T#I, TH, Ha YTO TH CMOTPHUIIL? £ HUYEro He TOBOPUII, 3TO HE MOE HeJO...

— I1¢! He TBOE meno? Pa3Be He TH Torga mobexka moHecu Ha Ciosi, KOTMia OH XOTeJl cOexkaTh C
AHBIBE? U pa3Be He TH TOTMa OCKOPOIISI €€ B JINII0, TaK YTO OHA He BHIepKayia ¥ OPOCHUIIACh B

peKy?

— Kakoe MHe fieJ1o 1o Toro, 4To oHa Opocunack B peky? OHa caMa He CMOTI'JIa CIIPAaBUTHCS, U axke
IIOCJIe CMEPTH He fJaet nokos. I[1d, nd, nd, 1 HuYero He roBopu. [la ¥ KTO 3HAET, AEUCTBUTEILHO TN
OHa yToHy7Na? Temepb OHA BEpPHYJIACh MCTUTh, TAK YTO BaM JIy4llle OBITh OCTOPOKHBIMHU!

— Oi, 9i1, Ha YTO THl CMOTPHIIIL? ITO HE I CHAesall...

— ¢ Ha Tebst He cMoTpen. KTo BUHOBAT, TOT caM 3HaET.

— THI... aTa 6aba, YTO TH HECENb? ElIE pa3 cKaXKellb — IOIYYHIlb 110 rybam!
— XBaTHUT CCOPUTHCS, IPraui3sl U JlaocaHb NMHITAIOTCS COEXKATh!

C rpoxoroM nBe GUTYPH BEIBAJIUIUCH U3 OBEPH, IHITAsCh 6eXKaTh, HO Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO I1aroB X
counu c Hor L3uu Xau u Xya Mao.

— I'me Yxan Croun?

YyHMUH OTJIsIfeN BHIIEAINX XKUTeNel nepeBHy, HO YxkaH Ciosi cpefu HUX He OBII0. 3aT0
IIPUCYTCTBOBAJIX JEePEBEHCKHU CTapoCTa U ero XKeHa.



— ToyeMy BHI, TOCIIOfa, CIIYCTHIMACH CIOia? — JIMIIO0 CTAPOCTH OBIJIO HE CAMBIM IIPHUBETIIMBEIM. —
TIpory IpOIEeHHs], 3TO [eJI0 Halllell MePeBHH, X M BaC IOTPEBOXMIN. [10XKanyicTa, OCTaBaiTeCh B
MOeM JioMe, s 06elai, 4T0 CKOPO OTIIYIIY Bac.

OH ©CIonIb30Ball CJIOBO «OTHYINY», a He «IIPOBOXKY», UTO 3By4aso KaK OTKPOBEHHAas yrpo3a.
YyumuH, 6eCrioKosichk 3a 0e3omacHoCTh JIto [llydaH, mpourHOpUpPOBal ero CjI0Ba U CHOBA CIIPOCHIT:
— I'me Yxan Cioit?

JIUII0 CTApPOCTH U3MEHMJIIOCH.

YyHMUH 3a0€CIIOKOUIICS.

Bai lllydan momoxun pyKy eMy Ha IJIeYO0:

— Wpu npsimo K moruse AHb13e. OH J0XKeH OBITh TaM.

OH MOOHAT B3TJI4[ Ha CTAPOCTY, U €ro rjaa3a CTalu XOJIOOHBIMU:

— Ecnu BB He x0TuTe, 4T0OH YkaH Cio# morub, HeMe[JIeHHO BeiuTe Hac K HeMY!

— BEI... — cTapocTa OBITT IOTPSICEH.

[IBoe, KoTOpHIX fepxkanu L[3un Xau u Xya Mao, ToKe U3MEHUJIUCH B JIULle U BCKPUKHYIIN:

— 3HayuT, TH Hac 06Many, CioliBa BoBce He 3a0bi!

JIM1I0 CTApOCTHI CTAI0 MPAYHBIM, YTO ITOATBEPKAAO0 PaKT: OH 3HAJ 0 gercTBusx Yxkan Cros!
— KT0 BHI Takue? — ero B3rJIs HEIIPOU3BOJIbHO yIlaa Ha KX I0sca.

YyHMUH, eCTeCTBEHHO, He TIOHSJI 3HaUYeHHUs 3TOTo B3rsaaa, Ho Baw Illydan u [I3un Xail cpa3y ke BCE
noHsmu. O6MeHsBIIKUCH B3TNIagaMu, L3uH Xai OTKUHYJI IOJTy OOeXKIbl ¥ HeOKHUIOAHHO HOCTall
IIUCTOJIET, @ TaKXKe MMapy HapyYHUKOB. BHICTPO 3aK0BaB HOT'M IIOMMAHHOI'0, OH IIOHSII IIUCTOJIET:

— ITTonunusi, HUKTO He OBUTATHCS!
C 9TuMHM CJI0BaMH OH BHICTPEJIUI B BO3AYX.
Iaxe Xya Mao, cnoBHO (POKYCHUK, OCTANl HAPYYHUKHU U 3aKOBaJl IOMMAHHOT0 UM KUTEJIST MePEBHU.

YyHMUH ObUI omIeNIoMJIEH. UTO 3a 4epToBIIUHA? Bpone ObI 9TO OBIT MUCTUYECKUH YKACTUK, & TyT
BOPYT BCE nepekiounnock. Korpa 13un Xai ctan nonuneickuM? Y oTKyna y Hero NucToieT?
MoxeT, HacTosIMas TUYHOCTD CTapuero 6para — nonueickuit? Ho oH Gosbllle IOX0X Ha TeX
0aHOUTOB, KOTOPHIX MMOKA3HIBAIOT B (pusibMax. KeM ke OH Ha caMOM [ieJie SIB/ISIeTCS?

BrICTpen MrHOBEHHO 3aCTaBUJI IITYMHBIX XKUTeJIeH IepeBHU 3aMoJTdyaTh. HeKOoTopee maxe
pedIeKTOPHO MOOHSIM PYKK B 3HAK CHA4H. JIUII0 CTAPOCTHI CTAJI0 CEPBIM.

[I3un Xai mHyJ IoMMaHHOTO0 XUTes K Xya Mao, 4TOOH TOT IPUCMOTPENT 3a HUM, U CHeJiall ABa I1ara
BIIEPED:

— Hawm mocTynumn JoHOC 0 TOM, YTO MHOTO JIeT Ha3a[l B lepeBHe BaHbIIOY MPOU30IIEN CTydal, Koraa



HECOBEPIIEHHOJIETHIO J€BOYKY MOBEJIM 0 CMEePTH. Ml — IIONIKIIeHCKIe, HallpaBIeHHEIEe [JIs
paccrmenoBanusi. Cedyac CUTyallus KPUTHYECKasi, ¥ MBI HaJleeMCsI Ha Ballle COTPYOHUYECTBO. Te, KTOo
IPUYACTEH, OCTAIOTCS, OCTAIbHEIE — TI0 moMaM. be3 pa3pelieHus: DBEPH He OTKPHIBATH!

OH fepaKas TUCTONeT C XOTOTHON PEeIINMOCThI0, U3ITy4dasi MOIIHYI0 aypy.

JIuto CTapOCTEI MEHAJIOCh, HO XKUTEJIM NE€PEBHU, HAIIyT'dHHBIE CJIOBAMHU O HOJ'IPILIGIZCKOM
PpacCcCiiefoBaHWH, Ha4adJIX IIOTJIAABIBATE OPYT HA APYTada U OOWH 3d JPYI'UM YXOOUTE. Hepeu YXO0OOM OHHU
YKa3bkIBaJIM Ha OBYX JIEXKAIITUX Ha 3€MIIE:

— ToBapu1l] MONUIENCKUI, 9TO OHYU, OHU TOTAa yOunu AHbL3E!
— 4 cam Bupen, KaK OHU 9TO CHEJIaNy, 3TO He Hallle [eJlo.

— Ila, ma, cCKopee apecTyiTe ux, YTOOH U30aBUTh HAPOM OT 371a!

HekoTopklie, 10X0Ke, ObIIA POJCTBEHHUKAMU 3TUX OBOUX YU HEOXOTHO YXOOWIM, HO UX YBOOUIU
npyrue.

IIBoe 130 BCEX CUJI MBITAIMCh OIPaBOATLC:
— ToBapuilll MONMUIEKXCKHAH, 9TO He 1, He ! ITO OHU HNOACTABUIIM MEHS, I HUKOTa TaKOoro He fesa!

— 9TO0 Hemopa3yMeHue, BCE Hefopa3yMeHue! Pa3Be s MOX0XK Ha 4eJl0BeKa, CIIOCOOHOT0 Ha TaKoe?
Onu 60SITCST MECTH ITpH3paKa U XOTST IPHHECTH Hac B xKepTBy! Cracute, TOBapUILl OTUIEWCKUA!
OTHU CcyeBepHBIE JIIOOU CaMU 3aCllyKUBalT apecTa!

YyHMUH, pa3gpaKE€HHbIM, IIpepBall UX BOILIN:

— CHayvana HaugeM Yxan Cros!

I3uH Xau 1 Xya Mao noHMMasu BaKHOCTb CUTYalluX U IIHYJIA IBOUX:
— OtBepuTe HAC K MOTUIE AHBII3HL.

Ho Te, oxBaueHHBIE y2KacoOM, VIUEIUINCh 3a 3EMITIO:

— Her, HeT, MbI He nougém! ToBapuIll MOMUIIENCKUM, MBI BCE PacCKaxeM, TOJIbKO OTBE3UTE HacC B
y4aCTOK, MBI BCE Ipu3HaeM!

B 5TOT MOMEHT C X0JIMa CIIyCTUJIUCh HECKOJIBKO YeNioBeK — 9T0 Obiiu UYxkoy Isamun u I'y YkaHb €
rpynnoi. Bugumo, ux mpuBieK BEICTPEII. YBUEB IPOUCXOAsllee, OHU ObIIIN U YOUBIIEHBI, U
oOpagoBaHEL:

— OKa3BIBaeTCs, BLl — HojuIenckue!
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