Cka3aB 9T0, OH B3s1JI KHHXKAJ U3 PYK ['yaHbCHUHD U IPOABUHY €TI0 Ha MOJIIoiMa Buepé. Jleasue
IIPOH3MIIO KOXKY, ¥ SIPKO-KpacHasl KPOBb Cpa3y ke MOTeKJIa [0 MeJIKOMY kKeJl00Ky, Karas Ha 0.
KpacHbiii 11BeT, 0TpaXKasCh Ha CepoM KaMHe, ITpeBpaTuicsa B GpuoneToBreid. My Lluadon
IIOYYyBCTBOBAJI, OYOTO TOHKHYM KycodeK Msica OB cCpe3aH C ero ceppiia, o0HaxKuB ero Ha Bo3gyxe. OH
BUIEJ, KaK OH HCTeKaeT KPOBbIO, OH YyBCTBOBAJ 60/b, HO OBl GeccumneH 4To-nmubo coemnaTh.

— OTIyCTH €ero, s yMOJII0 UMIlepaTopa IpocTuTh BaHn LI3uH(p3s 0T cMepTHON Ka3HU, — TUXO
npousnec My Liundas. OH HeHaBuAeN ce0s 3a CaMOyBEPEHHOCTh. JTO JIM TO, YeTO OH XKAan?

I'y llao6Gait He OTPHIBAJI OT HETO B3TJISAa. B 3TOT MOMEHT B ero rja3ax OblI TOJIBKO OH.

On YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK KMHZKaJl BP€3a€TCA B €r0 IIJIOTh, YYBCTBOBAJI, KaK TEIas KPOBb TEYET, HO OH
daXKe He MMOUIEBEJINJICA U He UCIIyTralIiCsd. Tenepb OH IIOHAJI, YTO T'OTOB YMEPETH 3a Hero!

Kaxk xopoIro, 4To gaxe OTIIPaBIISISICh B af, OH MOXKET IepKaTh B CEPIle TAKOT0 YeaoBekKa!

— Her, He vHyxkH0, — Ban Crigao gaxe He mogymarl, pexpae 4eM oTka3aTth My Liuadany. — Moero
ChIHA He CTOUT OECIIOKOUTDh UMIlepaTopa U KHA3s. [IyCTh BCE UMET CBOUM YEPEHOM.

— Yro TH x04emws? — B rimazax My LlundasHa 3aropesncs pe3Kuil OTOHb.
Bau Crlgao ycMexHyIcs:

— CnacTu ero He Tak yX CJI0XKHO, — OH IOgHSI OpoBb, U ['yaubcuHb Opocuna 4to-to. My LluadoH
TIO¥MaJl 3TO B PyKy — 3TO Oblja ITUJIIOJIS C OTBPATUTEJIbHEIM 3aMaXOM.

— Cwpellib 3TO, U S OTIYIIY ero!

My LluadsH, He pa3nyMbiBasi, IOGHEC MMUITIONIO KO PTY.

— Het! — kpuknyn I'y [llaoGaii.

— Adon!

WmnepaTop, HonAroe BpeMs MOTYaBIIINii, pe3K0 BCTall ¥ OBICTPO CIIYCTHUIICS C TPOHHOM ITaT(GOPMEL:
— YT0 TH fesnaens!

— Bame BenmuuyecTtBo, — nutio My ILuH(psHa OBITIO CIIOKOMHBIM, KaK OCeHHsIsI Bofga. Ero B3y,
TIOJIHBIN Tlevasu, OblT HalTpaBieH Ha uMiepaTopa. OH TUXO BHIIOXHYIT U ITPOIIENTal:

— f momxeH cmacTu ero.

WmnepaTop HaxMypu1 OpoBu:

— Her, g He n03B0II0!

Jlérkas yneiOKa MenlbKHYIa Ha ry6ax My LluHdaHa 1 oTpa3usach B Illa3ax:

— Bame BenmuuecTBo, s 3aCITyKUBal0 CMEPTH, HO II03BOJIbTE MHE OCJIYIIaThCS Bac B 9TOT pas.
C 3TuMHM cJI0BaMU OH OBICTPO IOOHEC MUIIOINIO KO PTY U IIPOTJIOTHII €€.

MmnepaTop CMOTpeJT Ha HeTo, TopaxkEeHHEIHN. B ero rinasax Owina 11000Bb U PEIIUMOCTh. JTH



XOJIOOHBIE TJIa3a, KOTOPHIE Beeraa OblIM Kak 1€, HUKOTOA PaHbIlle He BhIPaXkKaii TAKUX YyBCTB!
Bau Crimao 3acMmesijics, TIsAs B He0O:

— My LluHdaH, Korga TH youBan BuHbapa, AyMas NI T, YTO HaCTaHET TaKo# feHb? ITOT 7
Ha3bBaeTca «CxKuraHnve cepaia». Yepes Tpu OHS TBOU BHYTPEHHOCTU CTOPST...

Ou noBepHyn B3 Ha ['y [llaoOas u nmpotenTar, Kak OyATo TOBOPUII caM ¢ Co00ii:

— Tri xouelrb yMepeTh BMecTe ¢ HUM? K coxkasneHuio, s He faM Te0e Takoro InaHca. f ckasal, 4To
THI YMPEIIb y HETO Ha I'Jla3ax...

He ycnen oH 3aKOHUMTH, KaK MMOMHSI KUHKAJ U HanpaBui ero B cepate 'y [llao6ast.

B MruoBeHue oka cepebOpsHbIM IIHYD, KakK OApakoH, 06Bus pyky Ban Crimao. Kunkan Ol BCETo B
mioiime oT cepata [y Ilao6ast, Ho GosbIlle HE MOT OBUTATHCS.

My LIuH(}3H XKmal 3TOro MOMEHTa 4, KOHEeYHO, He ynycTun ero. OH gepHyn mHyp, ¥ Bar Creigao
B3JIeTEJl B BO3YyX, a 3aTeM C I'POXOTOM yIlaj Ha IMOJl.

JIs3r! KuHKam ymai Ha I0JI, ¥ B TOT 3Ke MOMeHT BaH ChIlao BHIITIOHYJ CTPYIO KPOBU Ha OJIeCTSAIINN
II0JI. 3aTeM ero KPemKO CXBaTUIM OXPaHHUKY, ¥ OH OOJIbIle He MOT IIOJHSTE I'OJIOBY.

OH nexar Ha 60Ky, IPUKABIIKUCH IIEKOHN K XOJIOMHOMY IOy, ¥ XUXUKAJL:
— AX, pa3 TH He X04elllb, YTOOH OH yMep IIePBHIM, TOTHA BHl OTIIPABUTECH B af BMECTE...

I'y Illao6ait 6611 Kpenko o0uAT My LluadaroM. OH X0Tes cKa3aTh, YTO OH TJIYII, XOTEJI CKa3aTh,
3ayeM OH 3TO CHeJall, HO CJIE3I 3a/IUJIA €T0 TPYOb, U THICSYU CJIOB 3aCTPSJIX B ropjie, He HaX0ns
BBEIXO[IA.

B Mupe Bcerga ecTh TO, UTO CBSI3BIBAET, U 3TO MeNaeT KHU3Hb CTOSIIEH!

Bcé, uTo mporIio nepep rima3aMu, Kak JbIM B BETPY, I€CSATh JIX BeTpa, IyHA, 3BE3bI U IIbIJIb — BCE
3TO MCYE3JI0, OCTABUB TOJILKO UCKPEHHEEe CepHIle, ¥ 9TOr0 JOCTATOYHO!

My lluad3H 0DHOM PYKOU pa30pBa BEPEBKY Ha €ro 3alsCThAX U BHUMATEIbHO OCMOTPEJI €r0 JINL0 U
KOHEYHOCTH:

— IMTao6ai, kak Te1? ['me 6omuT?

I'y Illao6ai mokKayvas I'ojIOBOM ¥ CHOBA YTKHYJICS B er0 rpymb. [IlyM OUTBEI, KDUKK U TPOXOT BOKPYT
CTalu TUXUM (POHOM. B 3TOT MOMEHT TOJIBKO OH, TOJIBKO OH OBIJI 0mopoi. OH He MOT IIOBEPUTH, YTO
3To cynnbal

OrpoMHEBIY ITepPeBOPOT OLICTPO UCcUe3, KaK OyaTo ero u He ObLIO.

KuTenu CTONUIIEL, CJ'Iy‘-IElIZHO YIIOMSAHYBIIME O HOYHBIX KPHKAX U 3BYKadX 6I/ITBI:I, 6I>ICTpO YCIIBIIIIa T
OIIPOBEPZKEHHUE OT YIIPABIIAIOIIET O LI3MHIMHOM: 3TO ObLIH BJIaCTH, JIOBUBIIIKE HOYbIO OIIaCHOI'O
IIPEeCTyIIHUKA.

VTak, MHeHHE Cpa3y U3MEHUJIOCh, ¥ JIIOAM Haya/lk XBaJUTh BIAaCTHU 3a TO, YTO OHU [E€Hb U HOUb JIOBST
IIPECTYIITHHUKOB, YTOOBI 3aL[UTUTD ITOKOH.



Koro BOJIHYIOT T€Jla, BEIBE3€HHEIE HOYbIO, 1 KPOBb, CKPBITAA II0[0 CHerom?

[ToGeguTenb CTAaHOBUTCS KOPOJIEM, a MOOeKAEHHBIM — M3roeM. He HYKHO XKIaTh 3aKTI0YEHUS, BCE
yXe pelieHo!

Bpauu u3 MiepaTopcKoi O0IBHUIEI CMEHSIN APYT APYra, Kak B KapyCeu.

An «CxuraHue cepaia» OblI HEBEPOSTHO CUJIbHBIM. Bpauu fiBopIia yMesu J1e4uTh 00JIe3HH, HO KOTa
LeJI0 DOXOAUIIO [0 0B, OHU yCcTynanu JIlu Yxuinaso.

Ho gaxe y JIu Yxkuinaus OblIA IPeeIsl.

HewuspectHo, roe Ban Criiao mocTan Takou KoBapHEIM AA. JIu YKullaHs HUKOTOA HE CHIBIIIAT O TAKOM
sfe, ¥ Y HeTo He OBII0 MUITIONHU Ojisi u3ydenusi. OH BeOb He MOT BCKPHITh KKUBOT My LluHdaHa.

JIr YxuiaHs 3aayMalics Ha MCTHOBEHUE U CKa3al:

— KHs3b, pa3 3ToT 511 CXKUTaeT BHYTPEHHOCTH, eT0 IIPUpPofa J0/IXKHa OBITh KpaliHe Topsyei. [laBaiiTe
norpobyem «ITumiomnio Bo3BpaieHus K UcToky». B Hel eCTh MHTPeOUEHT MO Ha3BaHUEM
«BUHBAAHL3E», KOTOPHIY KpaliHe X0/104eH. [IpOTUBOIOIOKHOCTY MOTYT YHUUTOXKUTH APYT ApyTa, U
9TO MOXKET CMacCTH.

I'y [lTao6ai, BePHYBIIKUCH B KHSKECKUH BOPEIl, BCE BpeMst Monuai. OH cuOes Ha CTyJie, Habmoaas,
KaK Bpayuu MPUXOOUIIN ¥ YXOOUIY, U HU pa3y He MIPOPOHUI HU CJIOBA.

YcnbimaB cioBa JIu YKuials, OH BAPYT BCKOYHUII CO CTYJIa U HOCTAJ U3 KapMaHa He(pUTOBHIH
dnakoH. K cuacTsio, korna Ban Crimao cxBaTu ero, OH He 00BICKaJ ero.

My LunbsH naBHO dyyBcTBOBaJ, 4To ¢ ['y [llao6aeM 4To-TO He Tak. BcioMHUB nocnenHue cioBa Bax
Crigao, oH BOpyr cxBaTtun 'y [Ilao6Gast 3a 3amscThe:

— [Tao6aii, Bar Crimao cKa3aj, 9YTO MBI OTIIpaBUMCS B aff BMecTe. YTo oH uMmen B BuAy? OH yxKe Obl
CXBayeH U He Mor youTh Te0s1. [ToueMy OH Tak cka3an? — Ero yépHele ria3a CMOTPENX Ha HETo, ¥ OH
Me[IJIEHHO ITPOU3HEC:

— OH Toxe man Tebe ana?
I'y Illao6ait 0TBEN B3TJISAM, TJISAS Ha JIYY COJIHIIQ, YIIABIIWHM Ha ero Ty()IIH, ¥ TUX0 KUBHYIL.

OH nopHAN rjla3a Ha Hero, He 3Has, YTO YyBCTBYET B 9TOT MOMeHT. He cTpax, He pacTepsHHOCTE, He
nedanb. [IpoCcTo OH YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO C HUM PSAAOM KH3Hb U CMEPTH ObLIM OAMHAKOBO CIIOKOWHHI.

I'y lTao6a¥t HaKJIOHWUI T'OJIOBY, €r0 AJINHHLIE PECHUIBI, KaK MaJleHbKHE Beepa, OTKPHIBAIUCh U
3akpeiBanuck. My LInHO3H, He coepxkuBas pafoCTH, [I0IeJI0BaJl €ro 3amnsiCThe, C 00IerdieHueM
BEIZIOXHYJI, B35 (pJIaKOH, BEICHIIIAN NTUJIIONIO B JIANOHD U IIPOTJIOTUNI €. 3aTeM, yNbl0asich, 0OHS ero u
TUXO IIPOLIENTAs eMy Ha yXO:

— IToporo#, 51 cHavasa momnpoby:o ieKapcTBO. Eciiu 0HO momeicTByeT, Mb BEIKUBEM BMecTe. Eciu
HET, Mbl YMPEM BMECTE...

Habmniomas, Kak n€rkuii pyMmsHel| nokpeiBaet nuto ['y [llao6as, My LinHd3H m0o9yBCTBOBAJI OTPOMHOE
obneryenne. HakoOHEI-TO OH CMOT CHiejlaTh YTO-TO, YTOOBI MCKYIIUTD MIPOIIIbie OmuOKHU. [Jaxke eciu
OH JIeMICTBUTENIbHO YMPET, 3TO XOTh HEMHOT'O BEPHET [OJIT, YTOOH OH MOT BCTIOMUHATD, YTO OBIIIA
MOMEHTEHI, KOTHa OH OBLT J00p K HEMY.



Témnoe mpIxaHue, KakK JIETKas BONHA, IPOIIIO 10 Bcemy Teny I'y Ilao6asi. Ero nmuiio moKpacHeso, Kak
OyITO MOKPHITOE KWHOBAPLI0. OH YIBIOHYJICS U THXO CKA3aJl:

— Xopotiio.
OH nopyMari, KaK XOPOILIO, YTO TOJIBKO €CJIU THI KUB, I MOT'Y XKUTh!

Korpa My Lundau npornotun «CKuraHue cephna», OH MogyMas TOJIbKO 00 ofHOM: Ha Hebecax uiu
B any, g 6yay ¢ To6oii!

IIBa yaca cmycTs Jlu Yxkuiianbs mpoBepu nynsc My LluHbsHa 1 ¢ pafocThio 06HAPYKUIL, YTO 5[
OEeUCTBUTEIbHO HEUTPANN30BaH Ha JEBITh JECSATHIX.

OcTaToK sima MOXKHO OBIJIO BEIBECTH 3a Iapy 403 JieKapcTaa!

My LluH(}3H, TepekuB OTPOMHYIO PagoCTh, y3HaJ, 4To BTopyio «Ilumtonto Bo3spauierusa Kk McToky»
I'y [llao6ait yke oTHan KOMY-TO IPyTOMY.

— Yro xe genaTh? — 'y [llao6ait cMOpIIHI HOC ¥ MOPTHYI. — Ad3H, 1eKapcTBa 60bllle HET?

My LiuHb3H paccmesics, TTIAs Ha Hero. be3 6apbepoB, 6€3 CKPHITBIX MBICIEN, COPOCUB XKECTKYIO
0001104Ky, 3T0 OBIN TOT I[Tao6ait, KOTOporo oH X0Tejl. OH YIIUIIHY YUCTOE U IIpo3payHoe nuiio ['y
[MTao6as:

— 4 celtyac mouay Bo [ABOPEL] ¥ MOIPOIIY KMIIepaTopa AaTh eIle.

On npubmnuauncs K Hocy 'y [llao6as, cinerka moTePEeBIIKCH, @ 3aTEM JIETOHBKO IIOIEJI0OBAJI €T0 B T'YOHL:
— IToporo#, XKOHu...

I'y llao6a# CMYLUIEHHO YIBIOHYJICS U JIETOHBKO TOJIKHYII €T0:

— YT0 3a rIymnocTu...

My LluH}3H ¢ TOPAOCTHIO YIIEN.

I'y llao6ait cMoTpen, Kak ero ¢GuUrypa pacTBOpsieTCS B 3UMHEM COJIHIIe, CJIOBHO BXofuia B CoH. OH He
3HaJI T04YeMy, HO eTo cepaie 00sesno, 1 OH X0TeN IaakaTh. OH CTOSJI, 3aBOPOKEHHEBIN, IOJIT0Ee
BpeMs...

BcrnoMuHas KaXKObIH 1T, KOTOPEIA OHM MPOIIIX BMECTe, KaXK OBl IIar ObLT ITOJIOH OIMACHOCTH H
HexxHOCTH. OH 60poJicst, Kone6ascs, BCeria MbITaICs epKaThCs MoHablie, HO Cepalle He
CITyLIAJIOCh.
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