B y3kKOM ¥ MOIyTEMHOM KOPHIOPE, II0 Mepe TOTO KakK ITar¥ CTAHOBUJIMCH BCE THUIIE, TUXHE CJioBa ['y
[ITao6ast paCTBOPUIIKCH B OKpYy2KaroIe# ThMe. BBIo T 3TO THEBOM, CMEXOM HJTH ITPEe3PEeHueM, OH
yXKe He MOT yOe/IUTh 9TOMy BHUMAHMUSI.

B monHOYS BO OBOpIIE IAapHia MepTBas TUIIMHA, BCE ObIIO KaK 0OBIYHO.
Bce Te xe 0eCKOHEYHbIE KPHIIIK JBOPIOBLIX 3MaHUH.
Bce TOT Xe NTyHHBIH CBET, 03aPSIONUN cepeOPUCTHIM CUSTHHEM, CO3[laBast aTMOChHepy VHBIHUSA.

VmnepaTop, yCTaBIIKY OT YTEHUS NOKJIaI0B, PELINI OCTAaThCA Ha HOYb B TEIJIOM KaOUHeTe B 3aje
Baubxya.

HOHo1re emBa UCIIOTHUIOCH OBA/IATE JIET, C 671arOPOSHEIMU YePTaMH JIKIA, Ka3aa0Ch, JaXKe BO CHE
OH HEC Ha cele TSAXKEeCTb HEeIIOCUIbHOT0 OpeMeHH.

B kabuHeTe ropes IoJI ¢ IONOTPeBoM, U 671ar0BOHUS HAMOMHSIM Bo3ayX. OH cliayl CIOKONHO U
KPETIKO, JIUIIb CJIeTKa HaXMypUB OPOBH.

Bre3zamnnHo 3BYKHU OPYXKUS, pa30aBIIKECSA BOAJIEKEe, HADYIIUIIA TUIIUHY HOYH, TPOMKO ITPDO3BY4YadB Y
BOCTOYHEBIX BOPOT Xya

Momnopnoi uMIiepaTop, emie B monycHe, 01 pa3dyxeH Bau Cu.

OH Me[IJIeHHO IPHUIIET B ce0sI, OTKPHII T'Jla3a U CIIPOCHUIT:

— Cu-TyHTYH, 3a4eM THl pa30yaun MeHs?

3a Ban Cu cnepmoBana Lenasi CBUTa €BHyX0B. OH OpoXKalliM I'0JI0COM ITPOU3HEC:

— Bare BenugectBo, Ban Ceigao u ®3H L3bIM311 HOYBI0 BOPBAIUCh BO ABOPEL C OTPSIAOM
MMIIePaTOPCKOU I'BapAuy U yXKe IIOYTH OOCTUTIIM 3aia BaHbxya.

YcnbimaB 9T0, uMepaTop LI3sTUxKoH, He MPOSBIIAS HA MaJIeWIIero BOJHeHUs, COPOCHII omesino. Ban
Cu TYT e HayaJl CyeTUThCS, IIOMOTrasi eMy HaleTh UMIIEPATOPCKHE OMeKIEL.

WMmepaTop OTTONIKHYII €T0 PYKY:

— TBou masbIlEl APOXKAT, S CaM CIIPABIIIOCH!

Korga uMnepaTop akKypaTHO OfeJiCsl, 3ByKU OMTBH CTajIu ele OnmxKe.
Momnopo# umnepaTop yiaelOHyICsS. HaKOHeN-To OHU MPHILIIH.

OH BhIIeN u3 KabuHeTa, BCTall B 3ajle BaHbXxya U, ciymias BCE NpuONIuXKarIiyuecs KPUKY U IIyM
OUTBHI, TOJHSJICS Ha TPOHHYIO IIAaT(HOPMY.

3an BaHbxya OBIJT BTOPHIM 10 3HAYKMMOCTH ITOC/ie 30JI0TOT0 3ajia ¥ MCI0JIb30BaJICS OJIsl BCTPeY C
MUHUCTPaMU U 00CYKOEHUS TOCYHAapPCTBEHHBIX I, IOMUMO YTPEHHUX ayOUEeHITHH.

[ToaTOMy OH OBII BEJTMYECTBEHHBIM U HEBEPOSITHO POCKOIIHBIM!

Bau Cu mpurKasai 3aedb BCe CBEYH, U 3aJl OCBETHUIICS, KaK OyATO HACTYNUII JeHb.



Menee yeM 3a BpeMs, He00X0IUMOe [JIsi CTOPaHus OfHOW 0JIarOBOHHOM MTAJIOYKM, 3BYKH [IOCIIEXOB,
XaOTHUYHBIE IIIaTH U KPUKK OUTBH 3a IIpeesiaMu 3ajla CTUXIIH.

HeusBecTHO KOTIa, CHEr IrmepecTall uaTu.

XOJIOfHBIN TyHHBIM CBET 03apHUJI 3€MJTI0, TPEBPATUB CHET 3a IIpefefiaMu 3ajla B cepe0pucToe MOope,
THUX0€e ¥ MITKoe, 6€3MOIBHOE T10[] XOJIOJHOM JTyHOM.

Otpsp conpat B cepeOpPSHBIX fOCIexaxX, BOOPYKEHHBIX IIMHHEIMUA Me4daMu, BOPBaJIcs B 3al. B
IIEHTPe, KaK 3BE3[bI BOKPYT JIYHHI, IIJIA IBOE: OOUH — KPEMKUM MYyXK4YKWHA JIET COPOKa, IPYyTrou —
UBSIIHBIN TUTEPATOP JIET MATUAECITH. ITO ObIIM KOMaHOyoIui FMmepaTopcko# reapaueit ®su
LI3eiM3% ¥ TpeMbep-MuHUCTP BaH Chifao.

Ha nuiie umnepatopa 1I3s4K9Ha, CUSINEero Ha TPoHe, Obljla BUIHA II0JTHAs 6€3MSATeXKHOCTh. BhIIo
JIX 3TO OT KCIIyTa UJIU OT HEBEPOSTHOM BBHIAEPKKHU, HO OH BHITJISIE COBEPIIEHHO CIIOKOMHBIM.

OH OmyCTUJI TOJIOBY U CIIPOCHII:
— l'ocioma Bau u ®3H, BH 4TO, B30YHTOBAIUCH?
Ban Crigao, K yOuUBIIEHUIO, ObLI OOET B OpUIIMaIbHbEIE OI€KIbl U CTOSI C TOPHO MOTHSITOM TOJIOBOM:

— Her, Baure BenudectBo, g He OyHTY!0. [IpocTo 3T0¥ HOUblO Barie BennuecTBo BHE3anHO 3a601e10,
JeKapCTBa He NOMOIJIM, U BEI CKOPOIIOCTUKHO CKOHYaNKCh. COracHoO 3aBelllaHnio, YeTBEPTHIN
IpUHI] MSIHbY9Hb B30UOET Ha IPeCToJl, a 1 Oyny HasHadeH Benukum HacTtaBHUKOM, 4TOOHE IIOMOTATh
HOBOMY MMIIEPATODY.

— AX, — KMBHYJI UMIIEPATOP. — 3HAYUT, YETBEPTHIM MPUHI] OyOeT YIPaBIsaTh CTPAHOM, a BHI,
rocnoguH BaH, cTaHeTe pereHToM?

Ban Criao nuib yaelOHYIICS, HE OTBeYas.

— Ho s Bemb He cben 511, KOTOpHH [[3¢dy moackan B 4ai U GPYKTH, — C COXKaJIeHUEM ITPOU3HEC
uMiepaTtop LI3s4uxkaH. — [ToxoxKe, 5 MOKa He coOMpParoCch yMupaTh. YTO XKe JenaTh?

Ban Crimao IDWPOKO PACKPHII I''Ta3d U OTHIATHYJICA Ha3a[H. HGYJII/IBI/ITGJ'[BHO, YTO UMIIEPATOD HE
BEITJISAOEJI OTPaBJIEHHBIM.

OH He MOT TIOHSTH, Ha KAKOM JTalle IIPOU30IIyIa ommbKa, ¥ Kak ©MIepaTop y3Hasn o6 ux miaHe. Ero
OXBaTHJIa MTAHWKA, HO TEMeph, KOTa CTpesia yxKe Oblyla BBIMYIIeHa, OTCTYIATh OBIIO TIO3THO.

OH cHenain [OBa IIara BIEDPEN, OHSJI TOJIOBY U C YCMEUIKOX TIOCMOTPEN BBEPX:
— IMaxe ecnu 13y nmpomaxuycs, Bame BenuuecTBo BCE paBHO YMPEIID!
B 3TOT MOMEHT U3 3afHET0 3ajia pa3fajcsd FPOMKUM U SICHBIU KPUK:

— Ban Crifjao, Bbl, 3a0bIB 0 MUJIOCTH [IBYX ITOKOJIEHW UMIIEPATOPOB, XOTHTE 3aXBaTUTh MaJIOJIETHETO
IIPABUTENIS ¥ VIIPABIATh CTpaHoi! Brl — Ge3ymelr, mpegaTens u 37noped!

C 3TM KPUKOM K3 3a[IHEro 3ajia BeI0exKas OTPSA COJIAaT, KOTOPHIM CTPOMHO BHICTPOUIICS Y
MIOMHOXKUS TPOHHOU MmaTdhopMbl. OTpsim OBIT OPraHKW30BaH, a UX OPYyXKUe CBEPKao.

My HunbsH, ogeThil B 00/1eralomuil y3KUN KOCTIOM, CTOSI BIlepenu, u3nydas sHepruo. OH



ITIOCMOTPEIT B HOYb 3a MpefeiaMy 3aa:
— Ban Chifiao, THI CIIBIIIUIIE 3BYKY OUTBEHL 3a NpefieiaMy OBopla?

OH moBepHYJICSA ¥ YCTPEMUII B3TJISA Ha HepBHO gepratoueecs nuio Bau Crigao. Ero romoc 6w
TUXUM, HO IIOJIHLIM OaBJIEHUT:

— OT0 3BYKH OUTBEI Tareps MMmepaTopckoi reapauy. TBOM MSTh THICSY YEJIOBEK... BEPOSITHO, YKe
CTanu mpu3pakaMu. T BCE eIE He COAEIIhCs?

Ban Criao, 0XxBaueHHBIN y2KaCcOM, CMOTPeJl Ha HeT0 HaJIUTEIMU KPOBbBIO I'JIa3aMH, CJIOBHO XOTET
pa3opBarth ero Ha Kycku. OH yKa3an Ha My LluH}oHa 1 CKBO3b 3yObI IIPOIIUIIE]:

— THI...

— Kaxk g Mor y3HaTh 0 TBoux ItaHax? — Ha ryf6ax My Llun¢asHa nosiBuiack xoionHas ycMmelka. — C
TOTO MOMEHTa, KaK g yY3HaJl 0 HaCTOSIIeM IIPOUCX0XKAEHUU TOT0, KTO HAaXOOUTCS B «[[3IHCKOM
IBOpIe», TBOU 3aMBICJIBI CTAJId OUEBUIHEL. ThHI, BEPOSITHO, €III€ He 3Haelllb, YTO MPOIIJION HOYbIO
«[TostHCcKMM KHA3b» Cs20 YaocioHb OBLT TalfHO BBI3BAH B CTO/IMILY, UTOOBI 3aXBaTUTh TeOsI, KakK
yepeliaxy B ropuike!

OH noKayas rojioBoi ¥ B3[OXHY:
— l'ocmonguH BaH, KaK MOXKHO OBITh TAKUM JKagHBIM...

[TpoucxoxkaeHNe YeTBEPTOTO MIPHHIIa Kacajioch PemyTalliy peAbIayIero uMIepaTopa U 4eCTu
MMIIEPATOPCKOM ceMbu. My LIuH(}3H He cTan pacKphIBaTh BCe [IETallX, HO ero HaMeK yxke 00peK
niaHbl Bad Ceimao Ha mpoBarsl.

— Xa-xa... — Bau Crrgao 3acMmestics, risas B He6o. OH MOTPaTHII TOEl Ha CBOM IIJIAHEI, U TETIEPhb BCE
IIPEBPaTHUIIOCh B IIpaX. YesioBeyecKre pacyEThl HUUTO Ieper Boel Hebec.

OH nepecTan CMeIThCS:
— My LluH®3H, TH XOPOIIO CIJIaHKPOBAJ. f BCE-TaKX HEOOLeHU Te0s.

— He ctourt 6narogapHoctu, — yneioHyncs My Liuudan. — 'ocriogus BaH, TH He HEOOIIEHUTT MEHS,
THI TlepeotieHun ce0si. HeBepHEIN, HeUueCTHEIN, OeccepieyHbl 1 OeCUeCTHRIM YeI0BeK, Kak ThH, He
CMOXKET MOOHSATH O0MbIIYI0 BONHY. Ecnu TH celidac cpalbCs, si, BO3MOXKHO, IOTIPOIY UMIIepaTopa
COXPaHUTh TeOe XKU3Hb.

— Tak nu 370? — MopuuH Ha nuile Ban Chliao pacTSHYIUCH B YIbIOKE, HANIOJTHEHHON HEHABUCTHIO
u 37110601. Ero ria3a ropenyu KpacHBIM CBETOM, ¥ OH 0OJIbIlle He BHITTIAEI U3AIIHEIM JTUTEPATOPOM.
OH ocKamu 3yOH:

— IToGeguTenb CTAaHOBUTCS KOPOJIEM, a MOOEXKOEHHEIM — U3r0eM. 1 TOTOB MPHUHSTH 9T0, TeM Oojee
YTO Y MEHSI €CTh KOMITAHMS B IyTh B af]. ITO He OymeT OMUHOKO ¥ IeYabHO!

My LIuH(}3H He MOHSJ, YTO OH UMeJI B BUAY, KaK BAPYT OXPaHHUKY 3a CMHOX BaH Chao pa30liuCh
B CTOPOHBI, OTKPBIBAs CBSI3aHHOT'0 YesioBeKa. biecTsmui KuHKas OB IpuKaT K ero Iee, Ha Ieke
OCTaJIUCh CJIe[bl OT YOAPOB, TYOhI ObIIM B KPOBH, BOJIOCH PacTpeNaHbl, a JIUI0 BHTIISIAETIO0
M3My4YeHHBIM. TOTBKO €T0 I'1a3a ropeju SPpKUM CBETOM, ¥ OH Mojidya cMoTpen Ha My LluHdaHa.

— Kus13b, — Ban Chijao, moHUMast, YTO BCE MOTEPSIHO, IIOYYBCTBOBAJ HEOXKHUIaHHOe o6eryenue. OH



3710pafHo yeI0ascs, 1 ero rojoc, Kak KpUK BOPOHa, pe3as ciyx. — ['ocrnopus ['y melcTBUTEIBHO
npenaHd BaM. OgHO (GanbIIKMBOE MUCEMO 3aCTaBUIIO €T'0 JOOPOBOJILHO MOMACTh B JIOBYIIKY. HykKHO
IIpU3HAaTh, BBl BJIOKUJIM B HETO HEMAJIO YCUJINM!

OH BeITamun Tpanky u3o pra ['y [lTao6as:
— l'ocnioguH Ty, THL TOTOB yMepeTh CO MHOU?

I'y [llao6ait He 0OpaTui Ha HETO BHUMaHMS U C CaMOT0 Hadaja He cMoTpen Ha BaH Crifao. OH
mpocTo cMoTpen Ha My LluHdaHa, XOTS HAKOTTIa He 0KUOAJl, YTO BCTPETUT €r0 B TaKOW CUTyalluu. B
ero rpynu OyieBaia pagoCTh.

Oka3BIBaeTCs, MaXKe IIPOXKKB [IBe KU3HHU, CAMBIM JIIOOMMBIM, CAaMBIM JOPOTHM U CAMBIM He3aMEHUMBIM
IJIST Hero OCTaéTcs oH!

Ha nune My LiuadasHa Oblia X0IOJHOCTE, HO B TJIa3aX YMTAIOCh 6ECIIOKOMCTBO. EMy X0TEI0Ch JaTh
cebe MOIEYNHY 3a TO, UTO OH CUMTAJI, YTO BCE KOHTPOJIIMPYET, HO He oxkupaan, uTo Ban Chigao
OKaXKeTCSI TAKUM KOBAPHBIM.

Kunxarn 6mectesn, oTpaxas cBeT cBedel Ha nuto ['y [lTao6as. OH BHITIAReN OeIHBIM U XPYIIKUM,
KaK CTeKJITHHas JlaMIla C TOHKUMU TpellliHaMU, KOTopasi MOXKeT pa30UThCS 0T OTHOTO
IIPUKOCHOBEHUS.

I'nasa I'y [lTao6Gast oTpaxanu OTrOHb, ¥ OH I'Ty00KO0 cMoTpell Ha My Illundana. Ero sicHbIe r1a3a
Tereph ObLIM Kak IIy0OKuM, TEMHBIN DY,

My LluHb3H cxKajl nasblibl, CyCTaBhl 60IeIM 0T HaPsKeHMsI, HO OH CJIOBHO He 3amMeyvarl 3Toro,
norpy3uBImuch B B3 ['y [llao6asi. B ero riasax CKOMMUIOCH CIUIIKOM MHOTO 3MOIIHHM, KOTOPHIE
BCerfma OblTu T1y60KO0 CIIpSTaHbl, HO CefiYac OHU BHIPBAJIMCh HAPYXKY, TTy0OKUE U HEXKHEIE, Tafas Ha
€ro B3TJISI C OTPOMHOM TSI3KECThIO.

— Bau Chifiao, Thl, BeIMKUHM MUHUCTP, COOMpAaeEIIbCs LEeTISAThCS 3a KU3HD C TIOMOIIbI0 HEBUHHOTO
pebenka? — I'onoc My [{un¢aHa OB CIIOKOMHBEIM, HO B AyIlle OH TOPEJ HETEPIIEHUEM, XKejas TYT Ke
OpoCUTHLCS ¥ Pa30pBaTh 3TOTO 3BEPS. HA KYCKU.

Bau Crigao B3rnsuyn Ha My LluH(baoHa ¢ HacMemKou:

— §1 mpu3Halo, YTO Ha 3TOT Pa3 s IPOUTpaj MyIpPOMY U J00IeCTHOMY KH:310 M. Most Ku3Hb O0JbIIe
He UMeeT 3HaueHwus, Ho... — OH ornsHyscs Ha muno 'y Illao6as, 6emoe, kak dhapdop, # CHOBa
TIOBEpHYJICS. — Ecnu oH yMpET, pa3Be 9TO He OyfeT 03HAYaTh, YTO 5T HE MOJTHOCTHIO TPOUTPAIT?

pr:’ﬂ:?{, 9Ta UCTOPHUA IIOCTEIIEHHO IIOOXOOUT K KOHI_IY!
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