[TponexxaB Ha 3eMJie CIIMIIKOM JIOJITO, JaKe B TOJICTON XJIOTKOBOM O€KIe OH He MOT 3aIllUTUTHCS OT
TIEASTHOTO X0JI0[a, UAYIIETo OT 1ojia. MajieHbKre OTBEPCTHS B yrilaX KaMephl TOCTOSTHHO MPOMyCKalu
BHYTPb X0J101HbIH BeTep, u ['y [llao6ait 4yBCTBOBAJI, YTO BOT-BOT 3aMEP3HET.

OH TOmBITANCS CECTh, HO 00HAPYKHUJI, YTO PYKU CBSI3aHBI 32 CIIMHOM BEPEBKOM. [TOMBITAICS ITOPBATh
BEPEBKYM — OHMU OBIJIM 3aTSHYTH CJIUIIIKOM TYTO, HE OCTaBIIsSIs HU MaJleHIiero mocinabieHus, u
IIPUIIIOCHE CMUPHUTHCS.

[ToTpe6oBasoch MHOTO BpeMeHH, YTOOH, MEeJIEHHO YIUPasCh B CTEHY, OH MOT CeCTb. [1asbIlbl PyK U
HOT y2Ke OHeMeJIH OT X0JI0fa ¥ Ka3aIuCh 4yKUMHU.

OH TOCTOSTHHO CXKHMaI 1 pa3xkKuMall KyJlaKH, IMbITadCk BEPHYTH YWyBCTBUTEJIBHOCTDH 3&Mép3H.II/IM
KOHYHKaM IIaJIbIIEB.

HewusBecTHO CKOIBKO BpeMeHH mpouo, 'y [lTaoOait yxke cobuparncs CHOBa YCHYTh, KOT/a YCIIbIIIAI
maru B Kopupope. lllarano He OOWH YeJIOBeK.

Cso FOu men Bnepenu ¢ GoHAPEM, OCBelllasd IyTh. TPoe JI0Ael CIIyCKauCh 10 JieCTHUIlE. ['yaHbCHHD
mia psagoM ¢ Bar Ceijao ¥ Ha X0y rOBOpHUIIA:

— locnogus [lyaHb BCTpeTHICA C TOMOIIHUKOM npedekTa LlyeMm u npoman. boiocs, OH...

Ha uucroMm, ocynysiiemcs nutle Ban Crimao He OBIO HU THEBa, HU PaflOCTH, OHO OBLIIO CIIOKOWMHO,
nono0Ho rnany Bombl. OH XMBIKHYJI U IPOU3HEC:

— He obpama# Ha Hero BHHMaHusg. Cerogus Houbio Ban CsiHb yKe IPUBEOET Jfofe B ropof. I1saTh
TBICSTY YeJIOBEK IIIIOC TP ThiCSuM Bovicka ®aH 1[3bIMast — B3sATHE ABOpLA OyaeT IpoIle IPOCTOro.

OH 0CTaHOBUIJICS ¥ IIOCMOTPEI BO ThMy. HaKOHEI-TO Ha ero nulle MPOCTyINIa 37I0Bellas TeHb:
— HimmepaTop-MnazfeHet... XM... Yero 60TbCs yMuparoemy!

IIBeps KaMephl OTKpBInachk. 'y Illao6ait mocmoTpen Ha Tpoux momei. Kpome Csio FOst, 0H HUKOTO He
3HaJ.

Bau CrIgao ycTaBUiICs Ha HEro, JoJIro CMOTpPeII, 3aTeM X0JI0OHO YCMEXHYJICS:
— Tax 181 1 ecThb 'y Illao6aii? Xe-xe... HapsixkeH HEIJ0XO.

'y Illao6ait c HegOyMeHreM CMOTPEJT Ha 9TOT'0 CPETHETO JIET, C GEJIRIM JIMLIOM HHTEJUTUTE€HTHOTO
yenoBeka. YepTsl nuiia OblTy 671aTOPOMHBIMHU, HO 9TH CBETSIINECS MPAYHBIM CBETOM TJIa3a,
BXKUBJIEHHbIE B JIUIIO C HATSIHYTOU YIBIOKOM, BHITJISIIENM BCE CTPAIHEe U CTpaluHee. B3rmsm ero ObuT
37100HBIM U SIOBUTHIM, OT 4ero 1o cnuHe 'y [lTao6asi mpobeka X0NI0mO0K.

Ox nosepaycs K Cso 01w0:
— Cs0 K01, 3aueM Tl MeHS CBSI3all U AEPXKHUIb 3aech? KTo 9aTu moau?

Csto FO# BCTpeTHUIICS B3TISIIOM C €70 HEBUHHBIMM U NOOPBIMU T'Ia3aMH, HE BHIIEPKAJ U OTBEN
B3IJIAL, HO BCE XKe OTBETHUI:

— 3910 rocrnonuH BaH!

— l'ocnioguu Bau? — I'y [llao6a#t youBuics. B mpuaBOpHEIX Kpyrax MHOTO TOCIIOf BaHOB, KTO U3 HUX?



— Kro GBI B HE OBLTH, TOCTIONUH BaH, HeIb3st MMPOCTO TaK CBSI3LIBATH JIIOIEH!

Ban Crimao mpuces Ha KOPTOUKH U, MTONb3YSCh TYCKJIBIM CBETOM JIAMIIHI, TIATEIBHO PA3TIIsIbIBall
yepTsl ['y [1lao6ast, CIOBHO Ha €ro JIUIE PACIBEN IIBETOK. CMOTpPEJ [OJTOo.

— My lunb3H ouyeHb Tebs 100UT?
['y llao6aii omemusn. ITOT YeI0BEK GoIeH?

Ho TyT OH momyMart: eciu KTO-TO cMeeT Ha3biBaTh My LluH(paHa 110 UMeHH, TO OH Tu00 He OOUTCS
cMepTH, 00 UMEET C HUM CTapylio Bpaxpy. I1o ero BUAy OH He IIOX0XK Ha CyMacIIefIlero, 3HauuT,
Bpar. ['y Illao6aii nogyman: «Bc€, MHe KOHeI], 5 mocTpafan us-za My Liuadana».

OH OBICTPO U3MEHUJICS B JIUIlE U PACTSHYJICS B YIIBIOKE:

— 3T0T... rocrionuH BaH, kakue Obl pa3HoOTIacus y Bac Hu Obutu ¢ TeM KHsi3eMm U, 9T0 KO MHe He
oTHOcuTcs. 51 Bcero nuiib mpoctoi Hapop. Kak KHsa3b M MoxeT momo0uTh MeHs? Bhl, MOIXKHO OBITH,
mytute! [T90s Ha Ballly BHEIITHOCTD, BUXKY, YTO BBl YeJIOBEK OIarOPOIHLIN U HeOObIYHEIM. [Tporry
Bac, OyabTe BETUKOOYIIHEI, OTIIYCTUTE MeHs. Bcé, 4To mpou30IIo cerogHs, s 3a6yny, Kak TOJIBKO
BepHYCh. Kak Hac4eT aTtoro?

Bau Crimao CKPHUBHUII I"y'6BI, BBIIAB 9YTO-TO IIOX02XKEE Ha YJ'IBI6KY:
— Xe, KaKO# CJIaBHHIA POTHK, IIPpaBOqa, BEI3BIBAET KanocTs!

OH moI[oKan sI3bIKOM, HO BAPYT co Bcei cuinbl yaapun 'y [llao6as mo nuiy. [Jaxe He o6nagas
00€eBBRIMU MCKYCCTBAMHU, OH BJIOXKUJ B 3TOT yAap nonHywo cuiy. ['y laobas nepen riiazaMu BCE
IIOILJIBIO OT UCKD, a IpaBas I[oKa yaapuiach 0 TBEPAYI0 KaMEHHYIO CTeHY, U OH JOJIT0 He MOT
IIPUUTHU B cebs.

Bo pTy mosiBUIICS IPUBKYC KPOBH. JIUIIO, MPUKATOE K XOJIOMHOM CTeHe, Ha060pOT, TIOMOTJIO
3aTyMaHEHHOMY CO3HAHUIO TIOCTETIEHHO IIPOSICHUTHCS.

OH 1OBepHYJI rojIoBy ¥ IOCMOTpeN Ha nuno Ban Crimao, KOTOpoe MeHSI0Ch TOK00HO BpeMEHAM Iofia:
TOJIBKO YTO OHO OBUIO MTOOOHO BECEHHEMY BETPY ¥ JOXKMIO, & 32 HECKOJIHKO BIOXOB IIOKPHIJIOChH
nHeeM. B riny0OrHe T1a3 IpPOCTyIaayd HeHaBUCTh U 31100a — 6e3 ry00KoM BpaXkKabl TAKUX I'la3 He
OBIBAET.

CrnokolcTBHE BMECTE CO CTPAaXOM IIPOHUKJIIO BHYTPh U CTaJI0 MEJIEHHO OXBaThIBaTh BCE TeJo. 'y
[MTao6aii moHKMMaJI, 4TO 3TOM Gefibl He n30exkaTh, ¥ OOJIbIlle HE CTall CTapaThCsl HAaTATUBATh MacKy
BECEeJIbsI.

I'y [llao6Gait TPOTIOTUII CITIOHY C IIPUMEChI0 KPOBU U Mojida cMoTpell Ha Bau Crigao:

— KrTo0 BBl TaKOM Ha caMOM fiejie ¥ Kakas y Bac Bpaxpga ¢ My Liuadanom?

Ban Chrimao CIIOKOWHO CeNl HAallPOTHUB HETr0, CKPECTUB HOTH:

— Xopoto. Y cTapuKa eIe ecTh BpeMs, He MelIaeT Tebe yMepeTh MOHUMAIOIIUM ITPU3PAKOM.

— IToe3pka My Liundasna B npedekTypy AHbsH, pasrpoM Kpenoctu PeHnKca, a TakXkKe 3axBat ['3
Yyubxyast u CyHb BUHBL3H — TH, HABEPHOE, CIIBIIIAN 00 3TOM?

I'y lTao6a¥t KUBHY:



— CrpIan Koe-4To.
Bau CrIimao, Ka3ajoch, OB BIIOJIHE NOBOJIEH €r0 CIIOKOHCTBHEM:

— I'y6epHaTop npedekTyphl AHbSIH CyHb BUHBI3H — MO IPUEMHBIH CHIH. £ POC BMECTE C HUM,
OTHOCHUJICS K HEMY KaK K POTHOMY CHIHY...

['y llao6ait yBumen, Kak B rina3ax Ban Crifao MeneHHO IIOgHSIach OHIMKA, Ha IHE KOTOPHIX ObUIH
TOJIBKO CJIe[IbI BpEeMEHU ¥ BOCITOMMHAaHUS. ET0 Tomoc ctam HeBooOpa3uMo TPYIHBIM:

— Taxoi xopomuii pe6EHOK... yMHBIY ¥ KPACUBHIH, Y HETo OBIIO BenuKkoe Oyayimee... — Bapyr oH
CTUCHYJ 3yOHlI ¥ BHIITYYHII I'71a3a. — 2Kasb CTapuKa, YTO 3aHUMal0 JOJIKHOCTh PeMbeP-MUHUCTPA, a
MOT'Y TOJIbKO OECIIOMOIIIHO CMOTPETh, Kak My IIuH(}3H 3acTaB/isieT ero IOKOHYUTE C COOOH.

I'y [lTao6a¥t HaKOHEIl MOHSJ. EQMHCTBEHHBIN Y€JI0OBEK B MUPE, 3aHUMAIOLIUH ITOCT TPEMBED-
MUHUCTPA, PONHOM GpaT BOOBCTBYIOLIEN UMIIEPATPHUIIEL M PONHOM s uMnepaTopa — Ban Chigao!

OH OTBEPHYJI TOJIOBY ¥ IPE3PUTENIbHO YCMeXHYJICs. [I0TOK BO3[yXa KOCHYJICS JIaMIThI, OTOHb
KayHYyJICs gBax[bl, nuio Ban CeIao TO CBETIIENIO, TO TEMHETIO, TOJO0HO 37I0MY OYXY.

— 4 myman, KTO 3TO, OKa3bIBaeTCs, rocioguH BaHn Chlao, — OH IMPUKPEHUI I'7Ia3a U MeIIeHHO
BBIJOXHYJT TSKEIBIN B3M0X. — CyHb BUHBI3H 3HAJ 3aKOH ¥ HAPYLIUJI €T'0, CMEPTh €r0 BIIOJIHE
onpaBpaHa. OH 3aHUMaJ HOJIXKHOCTh, HO He myMat o 671are Hapopa ¥ BEPHOCTHU I'OCymapio, a
COBepIIa MATeXKHEIE Ieja. He roBops yzke 0 TOM, YTO OH OB BCETO JIUINL TYOepHATOPOM
npedeKTypErl, faxe eciy OBl OH OBbLJT UMIIEPATOPCKUM IIPUHIIEM, OH I0IKeH OblsT COOTI0NaTh 3aKOHE U
nucuunuHy. Have 3aueM HYyKHBI UHCTPYMEHTH TOCYHapcTBa?

I'y llao6aii, oxBaueHHBIN THEBOM, XOTS U He OB TOJTHOCTHIO B KypcCe fiefa B IpedeKkType AHBSIH, HO
CHavalla ero CBs3ajiy, TOTOM YOApPHU/IM, YTO BEI3BAJIO B HEM ITOJIHOE HETofgoBaHue. [103TOMy OH
OTKPBITO Ha4daj PyraThcsi, He pa3bupasi, KTO IpaB, KTO BUHOBAT, JIUIIb Obl BEITYCTUTE 3710CTh.

[Tapa rma3, COBEpIIEHHO HE 3HABIINX CTPaXa, B TYCKJIOM CBETE KaMephl, OTpaXKas KENTHIH CBET,
YIIPSIMO U SIPKO CUSIIIH:

— CTBIZHO BaM, 4YTO BBl 3HAETE O CBOEM HOIKHOCTH IIpeMBEP-MUHUCTPA, a OKAa3aJIUCh B OOHOM
VIIPSA2KK C BAalllUM CBIHOM...

BHe3amHo oH BCIIOMHUJ 0 YXKYHINSHe, criacEHHOM B « 4 JTio 1[310i1», ¥ Mpe3peHue ero YCUINIoCh elne
OosmbIie:

— U emé Bam pomHO# chiH Bax L3uH(3H, KOTOPHIN HACUIYET MYKUYKWH ¥ KEHIIUH U TBOPUT BCIKOE
3710. Ecnu celH He6Garomony4yeH, BUHA JIEKUT Ha OTIe. f myMaro, 4TO TOT, KTO IOIKEH YMepeTh
0oJIbIlle BCeX — 9TO He OHH, a BHL...

— I'nmaps Ha Bac, MOXKHO IIOOYMaTh, YTO BEl 00Pa30BaHHAIM YeJIOBEK, HO He OXKH[aJl, YTO BhI
0e3yMHBIN U3Bepr o[ MacKou yuéHoctu. He MoxeTe mobenuts My LluH(}aHa, Tak ¥ UOETE MYYUTh
IIPOCTOr0 YesioBeKa. [Jaxke ecnyu yObETe MEHS, 3TO He ITOKaXKeT Balllel CUJIHL...

Ban Crigao BOpyT «(yK» paccMescs, IOTOM CMeX CTaHOBHUJICS BCE rpoMue u rpomye. CTpaHHBIN
cMex OpOAXII IT0 TECHOMY ITPOCTPAHCTBY MO0OHO MPU3paKy, 3aCTaBisis 3yAeTh KOXKY Ha I'0JIOBE He
tonbKo y ['y lTao6as, HO maxe y ['yaubcuss u Csgo 4.

HakoHer oH mepecTan CMesAThCA:



— INocne ceropHSAIIHEX HOYM B 3TOM Mupe Oosbiine He Oygetr My LluHdaHa.

Ycnrimas ato, 'y [ITao6aii cunbHO yauBuics. OH struggled, 9ToOB cecTh IPSAMO, U C TPEBOTOM
CIIPOCHIL:

— YT0 BB XOTUTE CHEIATH?
Bau ChIao X0JIOOHO YCMEXHYIICS:

— Vi3HavanbHO CTAapUK XOTeJ, YTOOBI THl TUXO YMEP 3[IeCh, YTO TOXKE CUMTANIOCH ObI MECTHIO 32 MOETO
Bunb13el. Ho TONMBKO YTO CTapuK nepenymai. YTo MOXKeT ObITh MyduTeIbHEe, YeEM CMOTPETDh Ha
CMepTh JTI00MMOT0 YeI0OBeKa Iepel CBOMMH Tjla3aMy ¥ He UMETh BO3MOXKHOCTH CITaCTH?

OH rimy0oKO ¥ AJTMHHO BOOXHYJI, ¥ Ta KPyIHUIla MATKOCTH B TJla3aX, KOTopas BO3HUKIIa 1u3-3a CyHb
BuHBI3H, OBIIA TOTHOCTBIO IIOTJIONIeHa THMOIH.

I'y llao6ait yzke OTKPHII POT, UTOOH YTO-TO CKa3aTh, HO Ban Chiao KMBHYI MOOO0POOKOM, U
['yaHbCHHbB TYT e IIOAOIINA, 3axkasa ['y [llao0ato poT ¥ BlOXKUIA Tyoa TabNeTKy.

['y [llao6Gait CUIHHO YAUBUIICS U XOTEJI OTKPHITH POT, YTOOHI BHIILIIOHYTh €€, HO TabeTka
pacTBOpHUIIach BO PTY U TYT 3Ke COCKO/Ib3HYJIAa B ropiio. Ha KOHUMKe SI3bIKa ¥ ¥ KOPHS BCE OBLIIO
TOPBKUM U C IPUBKYCOM KpPoBU. OH ABaXKIHI CYyXO BHIPBaJ, rja3a ObUIM BHIHYKOEHBI CJIE3UTHCS:

— YTo0 BH MHe manu?
Bau Criao BCTal U OTPAXHYJI IbLIb C OfEKIHI:

— Bcero nuus sp... — On 6pocun nocnenuuit B3rnsag Ha 'y [lTao06as. — He BonHYy#MCS, THI ITOKa He
yMpénb. Kak MUHUMYM, TH HOIKeH yBuneTh My LluHdoHa mepen cMepThIio, He Tak JIKA?

OH noBepHYJI roJIOBY U Iofas 3Hak ['yaubcunsb u Cs0 FOro:
— Bepnure ero.

I'y Illao6ai mogyman mpo cebsi: 3TOT CTaphlit HETOAIHM UCIIONb3yeT TaKou crioco6 Mectu My Llundany,
HEYXKeIH. ..

OH cnywan, Kak maru Bar Crigao ymansiauch BCE gasblile, ¥ KPUKHYIL:

— Ban Coimao! CyHb BUHBIRBE OB BALIUM IPUEMHBIM CHIHOM, HO BBl ITUTAJIM K HEMY improper
Meiciid. He 3Hato, 6ymeT M OH CllaTh CMHPHO B IIOJ3€MHOM MUpeE, Y3HaB 00 3TOM?

®urypa Ban Crimao néprynack. OH He 0XKHIa/, YTO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB uMeHHO ['y Illao6ali yBUIUT eTo
HaCKBO3b.
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