I'y IlTao6a IOTSAHYI €ro 3a PyKas:

— IoiimeM, cerofHs s PacKOIIENOCh U yroiy Te0s o6emoM.
YcmpimaB 3To, Mo 2KaHb 00pagoBasics ¥ 3aKHUBa:

— TTomnu, nomwu!

Mo XKanb mobun 6apaHby XpeOThl, ¥ OHU OTIIPABUIIMCH Yepe3 YIIUIILl U TEePEYIIKH B eT0 TH00HMoe
MECTO.

Ha cTone cTosi orpoMHbIH Ta3 ¢ OapanbuMu xpedtamu, u y Mo 2KaHs efiBa He MTOTEKIHU CIioHKU. OH
MaXke TAJIOYKK He CTaJl UCIOJIb30BaTh, @ CPa3y BOCIIOIH30BAJICS PyKaMu, CJIOBHO BUJIKAMU, U OBICTPO
OIIyCTOIIXJI OOMBINYIO YacTh Ta3a. HamoaHUB XKeTygoK HalloJIOBUHY, OH HaKOHEI[ IIOJHSI KHUPHOe
JIATIO:

— O, Illao6ai, TH e TepreTh He MOXKEIb 3amax 0apaHUHbL, TOYEMY CETOHS PEIIuI I0XKePTBOBATh
coboit pamu MeHs?

[Tap nogauMancs u3 60IbIION KaCTPIONU B YTy KyXHU, TTe B KUIsAeM OylboHe IIaBanu 6apaHbu
KOCTH. B pasrap o0eneHHOro BpeMeHHU B 3aBefileHUH OBLIO IOJIHO JIF0feH.

I'y [llao6Gait TPUKPHLT POT ¥ HOC pyKaBoM. Ilepen HUM CTOSJI Ta3 C XKHUPHHIMU OapaHbUMU XpebTaMy,
TPSI3HBIE CTOJIEL U CTYJIbS, & B BO3AyXe BUTAJI HaCHIIEHHbIN 3allax 6apaHWHB — BCE 9TO YTHETAJIO €ro
YyBCTBUTEJIBHEIY XKeJlynoK. OH CIIOTHYJI CIIIOHY, ITIOAABUB IIOACTYNALIYI0 TOWHOTY, U 3aKaTUJl
T'1a3a:

— Tot 1 ecThb «IKeHTIbMeH»? CKopee YK 00xkopa.
I'y [lTao6ait 6pocun Mo 2KaHIo mayKy MaciasHOM OyMaru:
— MHe HyX)HO ¢ TOOO! TOTOBOPHUTE.

Mo 2KaHb ObIIT KPYTJIOJIHUIEIM, C OOJBITUMY TTIa3aMU U OIIAHHBIMUA PECHUIIAMHU, CJIETKd 3aIrHyThIMU
BBEDX. C XBOCTOM OH OBl HAIIOMMHAJI MUJIOTO COCeCKOro IIca.

O62ko0pa BHITEP NTUII0 OyMaroi, HO He CIIMIIKOM CTapaTeNlbHO, U MTPOOJIKUII KAHO €CTh,
pasroBapuBas C HAOUTHIM PTOM:

— M-M, TOBODH...
— CUHBIOHD, TH 3HAKOM C KHs3eM U, My Lluadsnom?
Mo XKaHb, ¢ anmeTuTOM 00TrIagbiBas KOCTH, PABHOOYIITHO OTBETHII:

— 3HakKoM, HO He obmanuck. OH MI06KUMel] UMIIepaTopa, XOJIOAHbIM ¥ BEICOKOMEPHEIH, YyzKaKaM K
HEMY He MOACTYIUThCA... Jif, a 3aUueM OH Tebe?

OH Gpocuil rOpCcTh KOCTe# 00paTHO B Ta3:
— Heyxenu Bama ceMmbs ['y X04eT 3allenIUThC 3a KHA35 1?

'y [lTao6ai ckpusuics. KTo Ob X0Tes ¢ HUM CBS3bIBaThCs? JIyuie O6bl OHM BOOOIe HUKOTHA He
BCTpEeYauch!



«DTO OH X0YeT 3alleUThCS 3a MeHs!»

— Moxemb paccka3aTh MHe 0 KHg3e M? Hanpumep, 94To OH M100UT, UYTO HEHABUOUT, €CTh JIA y HETO
JKeHa, CKOJIPKO XK€eH, C KeM [IPYXKUT, C KeM BpaXayer...

— ITomoxnau, — Mo 2KaHb paccMesijics, elle 00JIbIlle TOXOMs Ha MOIICA, ¥ CAMOMOBOJILHO CKa3asl. — S
TIOHSIJI, Ballla CeMbsI MeHCTBUTENILHO X0UEeT YTOOUTh KHS3I0 M, MOATOTOBUTH MTONApPOK, Oa? Xa-xa-xXa...

I'y llao6ait cmepun ero B3risigoM. JIro6oi Obl Tak mogymain. My LInHG3H ypaBisan TpeMs U3 MeCTH
MUHUCTEPCTB — YMHOB, (UHAHCOB U I0CTUINY, 00/Tafasi OTPOMHOM BlacThio. B LI3uHnuHe m000#, KTO
BeJI Iejla C UMIIePATOPCKUM OBOPOM, MeUTall C HUM COTU3UTHCS.

OH He cTasn 00bsacHSITE Mo 2KaHio, yell yM OBITT CIIUIIKOM IIPOCT st 60jiee riIy00KUX Pa3MBIIIIEHIH.
I'y [llao6ait coenas II0TOK Yas ¥ IIOMOPIIUJICS — HaXKe 4Yail nax OapaHUHOMU:

— JlagHo, magHo... [J[ymai, 4TO X04elllb, HO 3a TPU OHS y3Hail BCE, YTO CMOXKEIIb...

OH cxBatun Mo 2KaHs 3a PyKy U IOTSHYJI 3@ COO0M:

— Tlomnu, OIMIIN, XBATUT €CThb...

Mo XKaHb, ¢ KUPHEIMU PyKaMH, C TOCKOM ITIOCMOTPEJT Ha OCTaBIInecs 0apaHby XpeOTH U Kamo0HO
BOCKJIMKHYI:

— Eme #e goen... CKOIBKO 0CTanock... Kakoe paCTOYUTENLCTBO!
Mo 2KaHb BEICYHYJICA U3 KapeTHl:

— Illao6aii, s1 TeOsT MOgBE3Y.

I'y lTao6a¥ OTTONKHYT €ro 00paTHO:

— Kaxk g nocmelo cecTh B KapeTy Balero goma? He xBaTaso eie 00BUHEHUS B IIPEBHIIIEHUN
IIOJTHOMOYMH. ..

CTyK KOIIBIT TIOCTEIIEHHO 3aTuxajl Ha MoleHou yulle, 1 'y [llao6ait pemuun IporyisaThCs IEIIKOM.
[Tpoxopasi MEUMO POCKOIITHOTO 0COOHSKA, OH HEBOJILHO 3ajepaKaJl B3risAg. KpacHble BOPOTa,
YCHITTaHHBIE 30JI0THIMU I'BO3[SIMU, CEPHIE CTEHHI C 3€JIEHON Yepenulleid, pe3Hble KapHU3bl U YepHas
folledkKa ¢ KpacHbIMH ueporiaudamu: «Jom Cso».

910 OBLI OM UMIIEPATOPCKOro Kymia Csio, mpyxuBIiiero ¢ Kus3eMm M. B mpomnoit xu3uu I'y Illao6ai
CHIBIIIAJ OT CcTapuIero 6paTa, 4To ceMbs Csi0 mocTpafana u3-3a fena o GasbIIMBHIX JIeKapCTBax,
CBSI3aHHOT'0 C MaTepbio cTapou KHATUHU U, HoO My LluH(}3H OMOT UM BOCCTaHOBUTH YECTh. B TO
BpeMs ['y IlTao6ali He mpupan 9TOMy 3HaYeHUS, IOTPYKEHHBIH B 1093110, MY3BIKY U JKUBOIUCE.

OH nuiub ABaXk bl BCTpedascs ¢ cliHOM Csi0, Csao 2KyaHeM, ¥ 3allOMHUJI €I'0 KaK KpaCUBOI'0 I0HOIILY,
Yybs CJlaBa B LI3WHIMHE COMEpHUYAla C er0 COOCTBEHHOM.

Pasmbinisigs 06 9TOM, OH yCIBIIIa, Kak BopoTa foMa Csi0 C TPOXOTOM paclaXHYIUCh. BEICOKOTO
MOJIOZOTO YesioBeKa Ipy0o0 BHITOIKHYIM HECKOJIBKO CIIYT, CJIOBHO I'OHS Opofsdyio cobaky.

— BoH, BOH, BOH!



3aTeM 4TOo-TO IepeyieTesio 4epes3 rojoBy MOJIOOOTr0 9EJIOBEKa U YIIaJIO Ha CTYII€HH, ITIOKATUBIINCE K
HOT'aM Fy [lTao6asi. HpI/Il"J'IFIJIeBI.T.II/ICb, OH YBHIEJI CBEPTOK U3 CHHEH TKaHH.

Mosomoro yejgoBeKa C6p0CI/IJ'II/I C JIECTHHUIEI, U OH, C IIOKPACHEBIINMH I'Jla3aMH, OOJITO CMOTPE Ha
Ta6J'II/I‘-IKy Ha[d BOPOTaMH, IIpexae 94eM MOJI4d IIOBEPHYJICA. B 3TOT MOMEHT Fy [MTao6ai YZXKe IIOOHAJL
CBEPTOK, OTPSAXHYIJI IIBLIb ¥, IPUITYPUBIINCE OT APKOI'0 CBETA, Pa3rjisiabIBall HpI/IGHI/I}KaIOH.Iel"OCH
YeJI0OBEeKa.

Emy OBIII0 0KOJIO OBAMIATH JIET, C KPACUBLIMM YEPTAMM JINIlA, MEYEBUOHEIMUA OPOBSIMHU U SIPKUMU
r7a3aMy, CTPOUHOM GUTYPOM U OJIMHHEIM Me4oM B pyKe. OH OBLI OfET B MMPOCTYIO XJIOIIKOBYIO
oflekMy, HO Jaxke Takas 0OBIYHAS Belllb CMOTPeJiach Ha HeM I10-0COOEHHOMY.

Jlerkoe pa3apazkeHue, KOTopoe ObIJIO Ha ero Julle, KCYe3JI0, ¥ OH BHITJISIEN CIIOKOWHBIM, CIIOBHO
YHUXKEHHUE, KOTOPOE OH TOJILKO YTO ITEePEXKUJI, ero He Kacajoch.

Moronoii YenoBeK B3s7T CBEPTOK U I06GIarofapui, codupasich YUTH.

'y Illao6ai mo4yBCTBOBAJI BHE3AIMHOE XKeJIaHUe 3arOBOPUTH C HUM. UTO-TO B €T0 CIIOKONCTBUHU U
INOCTOMHCTBE BBI3BAJIO0 CUMIIATHUIO.

— bpart, nomoxaure.

Mornogou 4eoBeK OCTaHOBHUIICA U C YOUBIIEHMEM II0CMOTPEII Ha Hero.

I'y lTao6ai noporten 6auxe:

— Mesns 30ByT 'y [lTao6aii. Kak MHe oOpalathCs K Bam?

— ®au LuHYM, — KPaTKO OTBETHUJI MOJIOIOM YeJIOBEK, CIeTKa KUBHYB ¥ IIOBEPHYBILUCDH, YTOOHI YITH.
I'y [llao6Gait Ha MTHOBEHUE 3aMep, a 3aTeM CHOBa OPOCHIICS 3a HUM:

— Br1, moxoxXe, He MECTHHIH. Y Bac eCTh I'e OCTaHOBUTLCS?

®an [IuHYM OCTAHOBUIICS U C JIETKUM coMHeHueM ornspaen 'y [llao6as:

— CKaXxuTe, B KaKOM HallpaBJIEeHUU HAXOOUTCS TOCTUHUIIA?

I'y Illao6ai ynei0HyICcS. EMy mouemy-To HpaBuics ®an LlmHYM. ITOT YeI0BEeK, KOTOPOTO BEITHAIH
cnyru Cs0, He BRITISAIEN YHUKEeHHBIM. OH ObIT CIIOKOEH U [OCTOMH, C HeOOBIYHOM aypoi.

— Ecnu Herme oCTaHOBUTLCS, MaBaiTe KO MHe. Y MeHsT MHOTO MecTa, — ['y [Ilao6ait yiaslOHYICS, ero
rjla3a CBETUJIMCh, KaK BECEHHUE I[BETHI.

— 910... — ®an Lunyu Konebasncs. XoTs oH uyBCcTBOBaI, uTo 'y [llao6aii He MI0X0M YeI0BeK,
[IpUTJallleHre OT He3HAKOMIIa Ka3aJloCh CIIMIITKOM BHE3AIIHEIM.

I'y llTao6ai, BUAS ero COMHEHUS, 0o0aBUII:
— Bpart ®aH, 1 UCKpeHHe NIpUrialan Bac.
OH yka3asn Ha Me4 B pykax ®an lluHuu:

— K Tomy xe, BH Ke ¢exToBalbIIMK. Pa3Be s MOTYy BaM HaBPEOUTh?



Q®aH [IuHYM 1TOMOJTYalI, HO B KOHIIE KOHIIOB COTJIACUJICS:
— l'ociopuH I'y, BeguTe.

['y lTao6ait HaneBas cebe MON HOC, YyBCTBYS, UTO Halllesl cCoKpoBullle. OH oyMmars, 4TO paHHee
BLI3IOPOBJIEHNE JEUCTBUTEIBHO [101e3H0. OH He yMeJl ApaThCs, HO, cynd o Buny Pan LluHun, TOT
6s11 MacTepoM. My LluHbaH cunTancg xuTpeiM, HO U ¥ ['y [llao6as mo3ru OvIM Ha MecTe!

Hom I'y meiicTBuTenbHO OB G0nbInM, He ycTynas foMy Cso. Cembs Csi0 Ovlla MECTHOM 3HATHIO, a
'y mepeexanu B CTONUIy 4eThIpe rofa Ha3af, CTaB HOBBIMU Ooradyamu. O0e ceMbU 3aHUMANCh
UMIIEPaTOPCKUMHU [leJlaMy, U MeXIy HUMHU Oblla )KecTKas KOHKYPEHIHS.

IIBa roma Ha3aj ceMbsi Csi0 TOCTpafana OT Aefla 0 GanbIIMBHIX JIEKAPCTBaX, HO r1aBa ceMbu 'y, I'y
LI310HbCI0aHb, OBIT HOOPHIM YEJIOBEKOM U He cTanl Jo6uBaTh ux. Cembsi Cs10, onupasich Ha KHA3S U,
BOCCTAHOBHUJIACh, HO HE CTajla MCTHUTL 'y, U Temeps 00e CeMbU KUJIM B MUDE.

I'y lTao6ai xkun B HeOOIBIIIOM IBOPUKE C TpeMs KOMHaTaMu. Ero crnanbHsg u KaOuHeT ObLIn
COeOVHEHH! IINPMO#, 3aHUMas OBe KOMHATHL. L[10109 K1ja B TEIJIOH KOMHATE [AJIS IPUCIIYTH, a CIIyTa
MuHBI03 U gpyTUe XKUIU B OTAEIbHON KOMHATe 3a IIpefie/iaMy oBopa.

I'y llao6ai mpuka3an L1003 MOATOTOBUTH OCTABIIYIOCS KOMHATY st ®aH [{uHYM, a 3aTeM IIOBETT €T0
IIPSIMO B CBOM KaOWHeT.
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