Myx4uHa, CUEeBIINN BIIEpeay, HaTSHYI BOXKXKHY, U KapeTa MTHOBEHHO pBaHyJIa BIlepen.
— Iloexanu!

3eMsi.

OCTaHOBUIIUCE.

Cy XKowmy u Croanb 1[3u 0qHOBpeMEHHO BCKOYUIM Ha KOHEN U OBICTPO moMyYasnuck Been. CroaHb Ya
TOXKe X0TeJl OBl BEleXaTh, HO CTapelIlIiHa KjlaHa CXBaTUI €T0 3a PYKY.

— Baire BennyecTBo, IyCTh KHA3b IIPECIIEeAYyeT UX, BH He MOXeTe exaTb! KT0-TO JO/IKeH 0CTaThCs B
cTonuile, YTOOH AepKATh CUTYAIHIO ITOJl KOHTPOJIEM.

— BepHo.
— Bame BenruecTBo, BE He MOXKeTe IIpeciiefoBaTh ux!
OysiH JIsiH u gpyrue OBICTPO BCKOYMIIM Ha KOHeM U mocMoTpenu Ha Cioanb Ya.

— Baire BenuecTBo, 0OCTaHbTECH 3[€Ch, MBI 00513aTe/IbHO BepHEM BIOBCTBYIOIIYI0 HMIIEPATPHUITY B
0e30II1aCHOCTH.

Croanb Ys, 0XxBaueHHHIN TPEBOTOM, CMOTPEI Ha YOASIONINXCSI BCAMHUKOB, a 3aTeM 00epHYICS Ha
TpeX-4eThlpexX CTapeullnnH, JepKaBIlInX ero 3a pyKy. be3sICX0HO B3OOXHYB, OH OCTAaJICAd B CTONIMIIE.

Cy }KOMy u Croans 1131 cienoBaIy 3a HUMHU, BEIEXaB M3 CTOJIMIIEI, 1 YBUOEIIN, 94TO TE HE
OCTAaHOBHUJIUCH HUT'IE, a IOMYAJIUCh IIPSAMO K UMIIEPATOPCKOMY MdB30JIEIO.

— [Inoxo, oHM TpecnenyT HAC, YTO JenaTth? — MyX4uHa, YIPaBIKdOIUY KapeTor, C TPEBOrou
IIoCMOTpeI Ha3afl, obpartasch K Cioanb 010 BHyTpY KapeThl.

BpmoBcTByMOIIas nMIepaTpulla, YCbIaB 3T0, B3rasgHyna Ha Cioans HOs.
— Croans IOi1, ecnu TH cei9ac OTIYCTUILb MeHS, y Te0S ellle eCThb IaHC BHIKHUTD.

Ecnu ero HacturHet 1131, pa3rHeBaHHBIN, OH TOYHO yObeT Cioanb FOs. OHa CIUIIIKOM XOPOIIIO 3Halla
CBOETO CHIHA.

Croans IOy, ycrnellas ee C10Ba, YCMEXHYIICS.

— BpoBcTBylomas uMmnepaTpulia feliCTBUTEIbHO MUiocepaHa. 1 Ol mpeanoyen, 4ToObl BB Ka3HUIH
MEHS TOT[Ia, 3aYeM II03BOJIUITA MHE MTPOXKUTH 9TU TPUALATH C JIUIITHUM JIET B MyKax?

YcnrimaB ero cioBa, BooBcTByolas uMiepaTpuiia cinabo yiae0HyIach.

— Kro Mor momymaTh, 4TO TaKoii 00JIe3HEHHHBIN 4eJI0BEK, KaK THI, 3aX04YeT CTaTh ©MIepaTopoM? B
CBO€ BpPeMS ST MeMCTBUTEINIBHO OIMOIIaCh.

Ecnu Obl OHA He TIPOSIBUTIA TY UCKPY HOOPOTHI, CETOOHSAIIHET0 OBl He CITy4HIOCh.

— HO#, oriyctu Menst! Tebe He cOexkaTh. ECnu TH OTIYCTHIIL MEHS ceddac, 6rarogapst MoeMy
3actynHuyecTBy 113u u Us He yObIOT TEOS.



— XwM! 2Kuthb, Kak cobaka, MoTepsB CTaTyc npuHLa? JIydlle yMepeTs!

— Tel... — YcnnIliaB ero cioBa, BooBcTByolas nMIiepaTpulia cxkaja ryosl 1 00Jiblile He TOBOPUa. —
3a4yeM THI eflelllb B MaB30JIei?

— 3auem? UToOHI yBULETH MO€ETO0 OTa. f yObio Te0s mepeq ero JIUIOoM.

MHoroseTHsIs1 HEeHaBUCTh He HCYe3aeT IIPOCTO Tak. Teleph OH HaKOHEI] IIOHSJI, II0YeMy OH He MOT
3a4aTh geTei. OKa3bIBaeTCs, y HET0 HUKOT{a He OyeT IOTOMCTBa.

B uMnepaTopCKO¥ ceMbe HeT POLCTBEHHEIX YYBCTB. JTO IIpaBaa. [Jaxe eCliu OHU €CTh, OHU
IpUHAfexar OpyruM, a He eMy, Cioass FO1w0.

— T geiicTBUTENBHO comienl ¢ ymMa? — ['mapas Ha CioaHb FOs, riia3a KOTOPOro OBIIM IOJTHBI
HEHaBHCTH, BOOBCTByIOIasg UMIlepaTpuIla ToKavyasia IojIoBoX 1 OOJIbIe He TOBOPHUIIA.

Czagu Cy Komy u Croaub L[3u mmpecrenoBanu ux, Ho He TIOOXOMUIIN CIIUIITKOM O1113K0, 005ICh, UTO
Croanb HO#, moBegeHHbIN 00 OTYasHUS, HAaBPeOUT BOOBCTBYIOIEN NMIIEpPaTPUIIE.

— 131, Tak HEeNb3s TPOOOIXKATh.

— 41 3Har0, HO celiuac MBI He MOXKeM IIONOUTH ciauikoM 0mu3ko. Croanb FO# ocnernied HeHaBUCThIO,
OH He OyneT myMaTh 0 TOM, KaK MaTh 3a0oTunack o HeM, — CioaHb L[31 CMOTpeT Bliepen, U B €ero
rja3ax YuTalaCh CEPbe3HOCTE.

OHY TPOJOJIXKaK CIeNoBaTh 3a KApeToH, a c3agu K HuM npucoeguuunuck OysH JISH u gpyrue, u
TpyIiia IpeciemoBaTee ORICTPO YBETUYUIIACE.

Kaperta Briepengu Myasnach ¢ MaKCUMaJbHOU CKOpPOCThI0. CroaHb 0, Bups, yto Croans Li3u u gpyrue
He pelraloTCcs MOJoNTH OI1XKe, C XOJIOJOM B I'Ta3ax CKa3all:

— HO#1, THI mOMIKeH 3HATh, UTO €CJIM CETOOHS Tl COBEPIININD IIPECTYIIJIEHNE, TBOSI MaTh 0053aTeIbHO
nmocTpagaeT. Begb uMeHHO Graromapsi e¥ THI CTaJl MPUHIIEM.

— XBaTHUT rOBOPUThH, BHOBCTBYIOIAs uMIepaTpuiia. He BonHy#cs, s oKa He yObio TeOs1. Y Tebs ecTh
BpPEeMsi, YTOOHI ITOMBITATECS COEKATh.

YcnmliliiaB ero CioBa, BJIOBCTBYIOU.I&H MMIIepaTpHUIla ITIOKPAaCHEeJIa OT 3JIOCTH. OHa, XeHIIIMHA B
BO3pacCTe, Pa3Be MO2KET BEIIIPBITHYTH U3 KapeTbI? I'nsaps #a Croans FOs, riasa KOTOpOro OBLITH TTOJTHEI
HEHaBHCTH, OHa 3aKphIjla I'lla3a U OoJibie He roBOpuia C HUM.

Czamu Cy ZKomy cmotpen Buepeq. KapeTa gosmxkHa Obljla TpoexaTh MPSIMO 0 MOHACTHIpeM. Ecu Gb
MOZKHO OBIJIO MelCcTBOBaTh TaM, 3TO OLUIO OLI MIOeaILHO.

— L3y, BIIepeou XopoIiaee MeCTO OJid 3aCalbl, XKaJlb, YTO HET KOPOTKOI'O IIyTH.

WHaue, 060THAB UX ¥ OMPOKUHYB KapeTy, MOXKHO OBIZI0 GBI TOYHO CIIACTH BHOBCTBYIOLIYIO
MMIIePaTPHUILY.

— Hanp 1O, — Croans 1I3u noBepHYyn ronoBy, no3saB Haup FO4.

Hanp FOit KUBHYJI, 3aTeM B3JIeTel ¥ HallPaBUJICS B MIPOTUBOIIOJIOXKHYI0 CTOPOHY, YTOOB 000THYTh
ropy. Mcrmomnb3yst 1erKyo MOCTYIb, OH MOT OIIEPEIUTh UX.



Croanb HO#, cHOBa ITOOHSB 3aHaBECKYy, HE 3aMETHJI, YTO OJHOT'O YEJIOBEKA HE XBaTaeT.

Korga oHu mOCTUTTIH ITOJHOXKUS TOPHl ¥ MOHACTHIPS, Haub FOii, TOMbKO YTO MPUOHIBIIKY TyHa, OBICTPO
[oCTal KapMaHHYIO IIpally, 3apsafunl ee 0COOBIM CHapsgoOM U, IPUTAUBIINCH B TPaBe Ha CKJIOHE TOPHI,
yBUEB PUOTUKAIOUIYIOCS KapeTy, IIPULIENTAJICS B IepeiHee KOILITO JIOMaAy U pe3Ko HaTSAHYII
TEeTUBY.

Xa... Jlomiags, MOYyBCTBOBAB 00JIb, OHSIIA IEPENHKe KOILITA U yIIaia, TONKHYTas C3afu OPYTUMU
nomagbMu. HeCKoIbKO JIoIIaied pyxXHyIu Ha 3eMITI0, a KapeTa IepeBepHyach, yIapUBIIKCH O
KaMHH.

— Marts! — Croanb 13u u Cy KoMy nobnemgHe iy, ObICTPO OCATUIIHU JIOIagel, CIIPHITHYIN Ha 3eMITI0 U
OpOoCUITHCE BIIEPE]I.

V3-mmopi KapeTHl BHE3allHO BEICKOUMIa GUrypa. I[IpucMOTpeBIIKUCh, OHU YBUAEH, 4TO 3TO Obls1 CloaHb
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OH cxBaTui OnuKaMnIIyio JIolIaab, OBICTPO BCKOYMII HA Hee U, yIapuB 10 OPIOXY, TOMYascs BIepes.
Ero mogunHeHHEHIHN nexai 6e3 CO3HAHUS, HEM3BECTHO KWBOM MJIM MEPTBLIH.

— Marts! — Croanb L3u mopolesn K KapeTe 4, yBUeB BIOBCTBYOIIY0 UMIIepaTpully 6e3 CO3HAHUS, B
yxkace BmecTe ¢ Cy 2KoMy OCTOPOKHO BBITALIHUII €€.

— Mars! — Croans 113u u Cy 2KoMy BHITAIUIX €€ U3 KapeThl U, yOeQUBIIKCDH, YTO C HEW BCE B
nopspke, 0071erieHHO B3NOXHYIH.

Cy KoMy BcTas, IOCMOTpeN B HallpaBlieHUH, Kyaa ycKakain Croanb 01, U, BCKOYUB Ha KOHS,
Opocuncs B IIOTOHIO.

— XKomy! — Croans L[31, fepxKa Ha pyKax BOOBCTBYIOILIYIO UMIIEPATPHULY, IOTHSI TOJIOBY U, TTISIAS Ha
yoansoIycs GUTypy, TPOMKO KPUKHYII.

B stoT MoMmeHT npubsiu OysiH JISH U Opyrue, YBUAEB B3BoJIHOBaHHOTO CloaHb LI3u.
— KHa3b, Kak BOoBCTBy1OIIIasl UMIIepaTpuiia?
— Bpauu yxe cnenyoT 3a HaMHU, IIyCTh IOTOPOIIATCH.

Heckonpko 4enoBek OKPYXKHUJIHA B,'[[OBCTBYI-OH_IYIO UMIIEPATPHUIY, HO HE PEIIAInCh IBUTATh €€, 00s1Ch
CKPEBITEIX TPABM.

— C MaTephio BCe B IIOPSAZKE, OHA IPOCTO IoTepsina co3HaHue. [logmepxuTe ee, moKa Bpauu He
npumyT, a g nouny 3a 2Komy u Croass HOewm.

Cka3aB 3T0, OH 6e3 JUIIHUX CJI0B Iepenas BroscTByomyto umnepaTpuny OysiH JIsSHy, BCKOYHII Ha
KOHSI ¥ IOMYaJICS BIIEPE.

Buepenu Cy 2Komy Ha KoHe npecienoBasn Cioans FOs1, CTYK KOMBIT €r0 JIomangy OblT 0COOEHHO
CITBILIIEH B THUIIWHE TOPHOTO JIeca.

[TpuBBIYHBEIM IBUKEHUEM OH IIOTSHYJICS 3a PyKaBHOM CTPEJION, HO BCIIOMHMUJI, YTO BEIOPOCHUTI €€ B
o3epo. Yeprt! Jlyuire Ol OH CETOTHS B35IJI IB€ PYKaBHBIE CTPEJIHL.



— Bnepen! — B3maxHyB KHYTOM, OH ITOTHAJI JIolags ObIcTpee. Brepenu GbIT KPyTO# IIOBOPOT,
nomanb Croanb KOst Gexkaia Bce ObICTPee, IOCTENEHHO OTPBIBAsICh OT €T0 KOHS.

[Tocne moBOpoTa HABCTPEYYy UM BhI€Xasla KapeTa, 3acTaBuBias Cy 2KoMy B CIemIke 0CaguTh KOHS U
O0TheXaTh B CTOPOHY.

Fy-ry... KapeTa MEOJIEHHO IIPp0eXajla MUMO, HaIllPaBJIASACh B CTOJIMITY. Cy }KOMy 6bICTpO IIOTHAJICA 3a
Hel, HO TocCJie IIOBOPOTa Croanp FOu YZXKe nC4de3 U3 BUAy, YCKaKdB OaJIEKO BIIEDE[.

— Briepen! — CunbHO yapuB KOHSI, OH IIOMYaJICs BIEpe.

Croanb LI3u, moTHAB €To, YBUOEJ, YTO BIEPENy HUKOTO HeT, U MoHsI, 4To CioaHb HOif, BEpOSTHO,
cOexarl.

— OH, DOMXHO OBITH, OTIIPABUIICS B MaB30JIEMH?

Ceituac Croans lOii OBITT KaK HAaTSIHYTHIU JIYK, €70 CUJIB HAa UCXO0Oe, OH He CMOXKET JI0JIT0
COIIPOTUBIIATHCH.

— Ilocne moBopoTa OH UCYE3 U3 BULY.

Onu 6osblile He TOBOPUIIM, OBICTPO IIOMYAIUCh BIIEPeN U MOCTIe ABYX YaCOB HETPEPHIBHOM CKaYKU
HaKOHeI[ JOCTUIIN MaB3oiesd. CHapyxu cTosna nomans Croans HO4.

— HpI/IBeTCTByeM KHSA3sd! — CTpa}KI/I MaB307Jiesi, YBUOEB UX, IIOUYTUTEJIbHO ITOKJIOHUJIUCE.

— Brl BUupenu, kak KHA3b CsaHb Bowen? — Cy 2KoMmy, cuasg Ha BEICOKOM KOHE, C XOJIOGHBIM
BhIpaXKEeHUEM NIHUIla CMOTPEI Ha HUX.

— Ia, kH93b CSHb TOIBKO YTO BOIIEN, — COJIaaT KWBHYIJI, IIOYTUTEJIbHO OTBETUB. — Ho KHA3b HUYETO
He CKa3all, IIPOCTO BOIIEJI.

— ITonsaTHoO.
OHHU CHeIMINCh, Iepenain KOHe CTpaxkaM 1 BOIIUIXA B MaB30JIEH.

B MaB3051e€e OKOUINCH IPeabIAyIle UMIIepaTOPhl, BOOBCTBYIOLIKE UMIIEPATPULIBI, HAJIOXKHHULIBL U
KHSI3bs1. ITO OBIJIO CaMoe ITOYUTAaeMOe MECTO YIIOKOEHUS UMIIePaTOPCKOM ceMbU, 0OBIYHO
OXpaHseMoe MHOXKeCTBOM cosfaT. OObYHBIM JIIOSIM Clofla BXop ObLI 3alIpelreH, HO faXke IIPUHITH He
MOTJIA MTPOCTO TaK BOUTH.

OHu nogouuy K rpoOHHUIe, HO 3TO Oblyia He IpoOHUIIA ITPEAbIAYIIero UMIIepaTopa, a 'poOHUIIa
HAJIOKHUIE JIU. THU TPOOHHUIIEI UMEJIH 0COOBIe CITOCOOBI OTKPHITHS, U3BECTHEHIE TOJTHKO BaXKHBIM
YjeHaM UMIIePaTOPCKOM CeMbH.

[Tomoiins K TpoGHutle, Croans L13u moctan u3 KapMaHa 0co6yI0 XKeJle3HyI0 IIIaCTUHY B popMe IBETKa
CTUBHI, KOTOPAs WOeaabHO MIOAXOAUIA K OTIIEYATKY Ha ABepHU. ITO OBLT K04, KOTOPBIN UIeaTbHO
BIIMCAJICS B 3aMOK.

rpOXOT... HBepb 3arypeiia, HO He OTKPHBIJIACh, KaK GYI[TO YTO-TO BHYTPH 3aCTPAIIO.
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