— 970 mpaBfa, rocuogud CioaHb, — MOMHSB T'OJI0BY, HSIHS Xya C CePbe3HEIM BEIPAzKEeHHEM
IIOCMOTPeJIa Ha Hero. — Bl IefCTBUTEIBHO HEe CHIH HATOXKHUITH JIH, a He3aKOHHOPOXKICHHEIH
pebeHOK 13 60KOBOM BETBU UMIIEPATOPCKOM CEMBH.

HukTOo He 3Han 3TOro Jiy4diie, 4eM OHa.

— HMMeHHO 4 Torma pacckasaja 00 3ToM BmoBCTByoIel UMIepaTpulle U MpexkKHEMY UMIIEPATOPY,
BeIb PeNyTalus HaJIOXKHUIIE JIu He momKHa Oblta OBITH 3amsgTHAHA. Korga Mos rocmoxa Havyara
CHJIBHO KPOBOTOUYMTE, A Cpa3y 3aMeTuna HejlagHoe. HacTosAUui MPUHII POAUIICS MEPTBBEIM, 3TO S
3HaJjla TOYHO, HO KOT[ja ero YHeC/IM BpayH, yepe3 TPU YEeTBEPTH dYaca OH «OXKUJ». f, KOHEYHO,
oOpagoBanach, HO, YBUEB JIUII0 peOeHKa, ITOHsIa, YTO 9TO He peOeHOK MOoel ToCIoXu. [1epBoro
IIPUHIIA S fepKajia Ha pyKaxX cpa3y I0CJie POXAeHUs, U OH ObI 0YeHb II0X0K Ha CBOIO MaTh, €T0
TUI0 OBIJI0O HEBEPOSITHO KPACUBEIM. A pe0eHOK, KOTOPHIHM TOIBKO YTO BEPHYJICS C TOTO CBeTa, He MOT
OBITH PYMSHBIM, C POBHBIM OBIXaHUEM U OPYTUM BecoM. f1 Oblyia B IIIOKE, HO MAaTh T'OCIIOXKHU YKe
yHecsa pebeHka, 4To0B COOOIUTL BOOBCTBYIOIIEN UMIIEPATPHUIIe ¥ UMIIEPATOPY PalOCTHYIO HOBOCTS.
4 He Morna yuTH, TakK KaK MOs rocroxka HyXkzaasnack Bo MHe. Korfia ee cocTosiHuE
CTabUIM3KUPOBAJIOCH, S TTOCIEIINIa paccka3aTh BOOBCTBYOIEN UMIIEpaTPHIle O CBOMX MOI03PEHHUSX,
Be[Ib 1 3HaJa, UYTO OHa MCKPeHHe /TI00ujIa MO0 TOCIIOXKY KakK cecTpy. Ilocne atoro BooBcTByiomas
uMnepaTpuia ObICTPO HalllJla HaCTOSIIEro MPUHIA B KYyCTax 3a JBOPLIOM, U g Cpa3y y3Halla ero.
[Tocrne TOro KakK UMIIEPATOP IIPOBEJI IIPOBEPKY KPOBU, OH MOATBEPOMII, UTO BH He ero pebeHOK.
HWmmepaTop pa3rHeBaiCsad U apeCcTOBall BCI0 CEMBIO HamOXKHUITH JIu. Tak Bce u mpou3ono. I1o3xe
MOSI TOCTIOKa y3HaJsla IpaBAy, ¥ ee 3[I0POBbe Pe3KO0 YXYAIIKUIIOCh, OHA IIOYTH YMepJa, a 3aTeM Oblsia
IIPMKOBaHa K IIOCTENIU A0 CaMOy cMepTu. MMeHHO 13-3a Bac MOS TOCIIOXKa yIljla U3 XKU3HU pPaHbliIe
BPEMEHHU, II03TOMY S He XOTeJla 0CTaBaThCs CIIyKUTh JIOXKHOMY IIPUHITY ¥ yexalla B IePeBHIO.

— He moxeT OvITh! — BBICTyIIaB HSHIO Xya, Ctoanb FOit moKayas rojoBoi, IOJIHEIN HEBEPHS.
BposcTBywOIasa uMnepaTpuiia, cTos 3a cnuHou Croans U3, mocMOTpenia Ha Hero.

— 4l ckaszama, 4TO KTO YTOOHO MOXKET OUYEePHUTh UMs TBOEU MaTepH, HO TOIBKO He HAHS Xya.
— 3aTKHUTECh! — ycinrilaB ee cinoBa, CroaHb FOu 3aKpryar, ero JuLo UCKa3UI0Ch OT IPOCTH.
— Ecnu TH BCe ellle He BepHIllb, TO 5 TOKaXKy TeOe JoKa3aTeNlbCTBa.

Crapumii 4eH UMIIEPATOPCKOX CEeMbU B35 Y MIAAIIero POACTBeHHUKA CEMEUHYI0 KHUTY U, OTKPHIB
HYXKHYIO CTpaHuLy, noka3an ee Croans [O1.

— OTO POAOCTIOBHAS OCHOBHOM BeTBU ceMbu CioaHb. ITocMOTpH, €CTh I TaM TBOE UMS.

Croans IOii, ycrnbimaB ero, HEBOJIBHO B3TJISIHYJ Ha CTpaHully. Ha Heil ObUIM 3amucaHbl UMEHa JeTel
uMmnepaTopa Croans JIsgHa: Croans L3y, Croans U, Croans JISH U faxe yMeplInii B 04Tk jieT CroaHb
Mo. Ho ero uMeHu TaM He OBIIIO.

— K0 cran 6 3anuckBaTh 4yxK0ro pebeHka B CBOI porocioBHY0? Trl 61 ctan? To, uTo Tebs
OCTABUIIU B XKUBHIX, y2Ke ObLI0 MUJIOCEPAUEM MMIIEPATOPa, — C capka3MoM npousHec Cy 2Komy.

B aTor MmomeHT nuno Cioanb FOs moberneno, ¥ Ha HEM IOSIBUIACh TOPbKas yCMeIlKa.
OKka3wIBaeTCs, OH JeWCTBUTENIbHO He OBl CEIHOM uMIiepaTopa! Kakas uponwus!

I'nsags Ha uMeHa B popocnoBHoM, Croans HOii 3acMescs.



— Xa... Tenepb S HaKOHEI ITIOHKUMAlI0, ITI0YEeMYy OTel] HUKOIr'ma He CMOTPEJI Ha MEHS. ITOT B3TIAN, S
Tellepb IIOHUMaAIO, OBLIT IIOJIOH OTBPAllleHus.

C metcTBa orers 6ombire Bcero mobun Cioans Ua, Croansb LI3u WTHOPHUPOBAJI, HO BCETOa HaXO0OUJI
c11oco0 IoIeI0BaTh 3TOTO ChIHA. A OH CaM MOT TOJIbKO HaOmomaTh u3ganeka. OH MOMHUI, KaK
OHaXKMHI IIPOTAHYJI PYKH, yTOOBI OTEII B35IJT €T0 Ha PYKH, HO TOT USMEHHUJICA B JINIIE U,
Pa3BEPHYBIINUCH, yIIIE]I. Torma OH OONTO INTakKal, ¥ TOJIbKO B TOT pa3 MaTh HE yTEIInJIa €ro.

Oxka3bIBaeTCs, OH HUKOTIa He OBITT CELIHOM HMIIepaTopa. Bce 5Ty rofipl OH KU JIUIIE 110 YbEU-TO
MHJIOCTH.

Cwmex Croanb IOs mpeBpaTuics B peIoaHus, ero Iria3a MOKpacHeN!, a HeHABUCTh B HUX CTasla ele
riny0xke, 0cOOEHHO KOTja OH II0OCMOTpeJl Ha BIoBCTBYOIIYI0 UMIIEpaTpully 3a criuHoiu Cioanb Ya.

— Temneps TH TOHUMAEIIb, TOYEMY OTel] He obui Tebs ¢ netcTBa? HuKTO He GymeT M0OUTDL YyXKOTO
pebenka. Ecnu ObI He 37I0POBhE HATOKHUITE! JIU, ThI ObI HE BBIKHII.

Croanp Ys cMOTpeI Ha HETO C CAapKaCTUYEeCKOM YIBIOKOM.

— Tl meHCTBUTENBHO AYMaellh, UTO C JeTCTBa OblI c1ab 30opoBbeM? ITO OTEL] cHetan Tebs
6onbHEIM. [ToCTIEe €r0 CMEPTH MBI IEPECTANH JaBaTh Tebe JIEKapCTBa, HO Thl, OKA3BIBAETCS, 3aX0TE
CTaTh UMIIEPATOPOM”?

— XBaTtut! — ycnbimaB ero cinosa, Cioans FO#t B3opBascs u, nogHsAB Med, 6pocuiics Ha CioaHb Y3, —
4 cBIH mMIIepaTopa, BEl BCe NTKeTe!

— Ys!

BposcTByolas uMIepaTpulia, yBULEB, KaK Med HanpasjieH Ha CroaHb U3, BCKpUKHYa. B TOT XKe
MOMEHT XOJIOOHBIN KJIMHOK KOCHYJICS €€ IIeH.

CroaHb Ya YKIJIOHHUJICS OT aTaku U, 00€PHYBIIKUCH, YBUOE, YTO CTOSBINNH psimoM ¢ Cioanb Koem
My2K4YMHa CXBaTUJI BAOBCTBYIOIIYIO UMIIEPATPHULLY.

Temeps Meu OB y €€ TOpJia, a MyK4KMHa THEBHO CMOTPET Ha BCEeX.
— HukTo He mogxomuTe, MHaue 5 yObIO ee.

— OTmycTu MO0 MaTh, — IIarHy Buepen Cioanb 1[3u, ero nuio 6110 JIEASHBIM, @ B3TJIA[ MOJIOH
yOUIMCTBEHHOM SIPOCTH, OT 4ero aTMocdepa B 3aje CTajla HEBHIHOCUMO TSIKeJIOH.

— locoguH, yxoouTe cediyac, nHa4e OymeT MO3MHO, — MyXK4KHA, IepxkKa BOoBCTBYIOIIYIO
MMIIepaTopully, cepbe3Ho nocMorpes Ha Croanb FOs. — [Toka KUBHI, €CTh HafgeX/a.

Ycnpias cioBa noguuHeHHoro, Croans FOU 3agyMarcs, 3aTeM BCTal PSALOM C HUM U, CMOTPS Ha BCeX
KPOBaBBEIM B3TJISIIOM, CKa3al:

— IIpuroToBhTE HAM KapeTy, KHaUe 5T He TapaHTHPYIO, UTO He CHellai Yero-HuOyIs.
Croanb Y3, cTost psigom ¢ Croanb 131, cMOTps Ha 61egHy0 BOOBCTBYIOIIY0 HMIIEpPATPHUILY, CKa3al:

— XOpOH.IO, S IIPUTOTOBIIIO KAPETYy, TOJILKO HE HpI/I‘-II/IHHfI Bpela MaTepu. Croans 0w, pagu TOro, 4TO
OHa UCKPEHHEe mo0una Teds Bce 9TU TOOHhI, HO}KaHYﬁCTa, He Jejiali 3TOro.



HeBaxHo, BRIKUBET NI OH cerofHs, Kua3e Caub 6obile He OymeT CyleCTBOBaTh B 3TOM MUDE.
— XBatut OontaTth! — 3akpuyan Cioanb 0. — PaccTynuTech, gaiTe HaMm VUTH.

— Paccrynutecs, 6vicTpo! He gaiiTe eMy IpuYuHUTH Bpel BOOBCTBYIOIIel nMepaTpuie! —
CTapLINY YJIeH UMIIEPATOPCKOM CEMbH MTOCIENTHO TOBEPHYJICS, TI0OKa3biBas BCeM, YTOOHI OHU
PacCTYNUIIUCE.

HuKTO HE OCMEeNUICSa MEIJINTh, U OHU 6LICTp0 0CB06OJII/IJ'II/I IIyTh, IIO3BOJINB UM BBIMTH.

Croanb 113u Opocui B3TJIAf Ha CTEHY, ITle CKPhIBAJIUCh TYYHUKU U CTPaXKU, 3Has, YTO OHU CMOTYT
OBICTPO BMEIIIAThLCS.

Croanp HOii ToXKe IOHST 3TO U, Pe3K0 00ePHYBIINUCH, TIOCMOTPEI BOKPYT.
— 4 3Halo, 4TO 37eCh eCTh CTpaxu u nyuyHuku, CioaHs 131, He 3acTaBIl MeHs YOUTSH ee.

— IlycTe yunyT, — MaxHyn pykou CroaHb U3, ¥ IyYHUKYU U CTPaXKU MOSIBUJIACH Ha CTEeHax. — f He
II03BOJII0 UM [EMCTBOBaTh, TOJIBKO He IPUYUHAYN Bpefa MaTepy, ¥ Mbl BCE yIIafuM.

Jlromu pacCTynuInuCh, ¥ IBO€, fepka BIOBCTByIOMyI0 UMIIEpaTPUILy, BEIIUIA U3 3aja.
Bce mnu 3a HUMH, 00SCh, UTO ¥ IPUYHUHSAT Bpeq,.

Cy XKowmy, rinans Ha Coasb I0g Bnepeny, noporen K Croans L[3u.

— 1131, 0TBIEKUTE UX BHUMaHUE, a S UCIOJIb3YI0 PYKaBHYIO CTPEIY...

— Hacneguuk Cy, — He maB eMy 3aKoHUuTh, CloaHb IO 3aMeTun ero. — 4 cnmiinan, y Te0st ecTh
PYKaBHAs CTpesa, TOKaxXHu ee.

EnBa oH MPOM3HEC 3TO, €T0 MOAYMHEHHHIN Kpemye cxKajl BOoBCTBYIOLIYI0 UMIIEPATPUILY, 3aCTABUB €€
BCKPUKHYTb.

— INokaxwu, nHayve e OygeT IJI0XO.

Yeprt! Cy 2KoMy MBICTIEHHO BEIpyTaJsCs, 3aTeM, IOAHSB IIPaByl0 PyKY, 3aKaTall pyKaB, II0Ka3aB
HeOOoJIbIIIoe, HO TOYHOE YCTPOMCTBO Ha 3allsiCThe.

CH$B pyKaBHYIO CTpeJly, OH OPOCHITI ee B 03ep0 U CIIOKOWHO nocMoTpen Ha Croasb 4.

— He npuuussii Bpena BroscTeyiomedt umnepatpuile, Cioans i, 1 MOTYy IogyMaTh O TOM, YTOOH
ocTaBUTh TeOsa B KUBHIX. ViHaue momymali 0 CBOel MaTepH, OHa Tak Jitobusna tebds. Ecnu ¢
BOoBcTByMOIIEM UMIIEPATPULIEN YTO-TO CIAYUYUTCS, MOTUJTy HaJIOKHUIE JIu IpUAeTCcs epeHecTy u3
MMIIePaTOPCKOTO MaB30Jies.

— Tol yrpoxaews MHEe? — Croanb FOU cy3usn riasa, ero B3rjdf CTal 3/10BeluM. — Mosi MaTh He
CHenaia HUYEro IJ0Xoro, noyeMy?

— BOoBcTByIOIIas UMIIEPATPHUIA TOXKE He CHejlara HAUYero MI0X0ro, HaIIPOTUB, BCE 9TH T'OOBI OHA
Onlta K TeOe moOpa, Tak mo4YeMy Th? — C JIeTKOM ycMmelnkoi oTBeTun Cy 2Komy.

— XBatut 6ontaTh! I'me Kapeta? — CroaHb FO# ObIJI TOTOB Ha BCe, He XkKeJjtast 00JIblie pa3roBapuBaTh.



EnBa oH mpour3HecC 3T0, c3aau Ioabexala KapeTa, yrnpasnsieMmas Haub FO u Haubs BaeMm. OHnu
OCTAHOBUJIM €€ Ilepel HUMH, 3aTeM COLIIU U OTOLLIA B CTOPOHY.

— [Tomnu.

3aTamuB BooBCTBYOIIYIO UMIIEPATPULY B KapeTy, OHU yeXall.
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