— WmenHo Tak! Ecnu 3TO He Tak, TO MBI IPOCTO OMMOIIKUCH, HO €CTI 9TO NpaBaa? — [locneacTBus
OBLTM OYEBHUIHE, ¥ OH ObIN YBepeH, 4yTo CioaHb U3 moimer.

— Xoporuro. {1 noH1, — KUBHYB, cKa3an CioaHb Ys. Komanayromuii JIuHb Bcerfa ObIJT BEPHBIM CIIYTOH
VMMIIEPaTOPCKOX CEMbHU, U €CJIU OH JEeUCTBUTENIbHO IIPefasl UX, UM IIPUNETCS [IO0TePATh BaKHYI0

durypy.

— OH upget. — I[lopuss ronosy, Croans Y3 mocMoTpest Ha gBepb. Kak TOJIBKO OH IPOU3HEC ITO, EBHYX
FOu BomIesn B KOMHATY.

— Bamre BenuuecTBO, 4TO npuKaxeTte? — EBHYyxX IO# IOYTUTENBHO IOMOIIEN K HEMY U TUXO CIIPOCHIL.
Croasp Ys moCcMOTpET Ha HETO.

— HemepnnenHo npuriacu KoMaHayiomero JIMHSA, CKaXu, YTO ¥ MEeHSI eCTh CPOYHOE [eJI0 A1 Hero.
— Baiire Benu4yecTBo, IpSIMO ceildac?

— VIMeHHO Tak, OTIpaBIgics HeMeayieHHO. HacKoJbKO S TOMHIO, CETO[HS Y Hero BEIXOOHOM, U OH
mojKeH ObITh moMa. — CroaHb U3 XOpOIIIO 3HAJI CBOETO KOMaHaKpa.

EBnHyx FO# MOKIOHUIICS ¥ OBICTPO BHIMIE]I.

CMoTps Ha ero ypanswoinyocs ciudy, Croadb UYa nosepuyscs K Cy 2Komy.

— Mywmy, y Tebs eCcTh IO003pEHUS HaCyeT KOro-T0?

CuTtyauus 6Gbly1a CIUIIKOM CIIOKOMHOM, ¥, HECMOTPS Ha BCE UX YCUJIUS, OHU HUYEro He HalllIH.

Ycneimas ero BOIIPOC, Cy }KOMy 3ayMaJICA Ha MTHOBEHHE, 3aTEM IIOOHSAII TOJIOBY U IIOCMOTPEII Ha
Hero.

— Croanb Y9, Bl Bcex mepebpay, HO 3agyMBIBAJIKCh I BHI 00 OMHOM YeloBeKe?
WHorma TOT, KOTO CYKTAIOT CAaMbIM 0e300MIHBIM, OKQ3hIBA€TCS CAMBIM OIIACHEIM.

— KT0? — OHU IIpOBEPHUIIH BCEX YTIEHOB MMIIEPATOPCKOM CEMbH B CTOJIMIIE, HO HUKTO HE MOIXOANII
TI07] OITMCaHMUeE.

Cy 2KoMy TIOOHSJ TOJIOBY, TSNS Ha HETO C JIETKOM XOJIOMHOCTHIO B I'J1a3aX, ¥ MeJIeHHO IIPOU3HEC.
— Kua3ws Caub, Croanb H0#.

— 9T0 HEBO3MOXKHO! — YcnrimaB 3T0, Cioanb UYa mepectan ynbeibaTbcsd. Kak oHM MOTJIN He TTOAyMaTh
00 aToM uesoBeke? — Crapmuii OpaT Bcerga OblT O0IEH.

— A ecnu oH IpUTBOPSJICS? — PaHbllle 0H 00 3TOM He 3afyMbIBasics, HO yTpoM Ot [la cny4yaitHO
00pOHUII 3Ty Bpa3y, ¥ ITO CTAJIO OJI HETO CJIOBHO BEOPO XOJIONHOU BOMEI, 3aCTaBUB BCE SICHO
OCO3HATL.

B cTonune ouu IIPOBEPHUIIN BCEX, KPOME KHA3A Csaus, IIOTOMY YTO CYHHUTAIIX €TI0 CIIMIIKOM crabbIM 1
00JIbHBIM IJIsL TOTO, YTOOHI MOOHATE BoccTaHue. Ho nHOrma To, YTO KaXKeTCs HEBO3MOXKHEIM,
OKa3hbIBAETCA CAMBIM BEPOSATHBIM.



Cy XKomy ocMoTpes Ha Hero.

— B cronune Mu IIPOBEPUIIN BCEX YJIEHOB HMHGp&TOpCKOfI CeéMbH, KPOME KHA35 CsHs, IIOTOMY 4TO
BC€ CHHUTAaJIK €ro CIIMIIKOM 60J'IBHI:IM, YTOORI IIOOHATH BOCCTaHUE, U aBTOMATHYECKU UCKIIIOYHNUIIA €T 0.
Ho uHorma HeBO3MOXKHOE OKa3bIBAETCS CaMBIM BEPOSATHBIM. He 3a6BIBaIZTe, KTO OH.

YcneimaB ato, CroaHb Y3 He cTall cpa3y Xke Bo3paxkaTh, Kak paHbllle, a IOrPY3UJICS B Pa3MBIIIIeHUS.
Bckope eBHyx l0ii BepHYyJICS, HO 3a HUM He OBIJI0 KOMaHAyomero JInHs.

— Baine BenuuecTBo, KOMaHAYIOMKY JIMHD yeXall ¢ JKeHOM U IeTbMHU B XpaM 3a I'OpOJioM U BepPHETCS
TOJIBKO 3aBTpa.

Yro? Kakoe coBnaperue? Cy 2Komy, yCbIIaB 3TO, IPULYPUIICS.

— Baime BenuuecTBo, 5 MpUKa3aj CIyraM B ero JoMe IepefaTh eMy, YTOOB OH, BEPHYBIIKUCS,
HEMe[IJIEHHO SIBUJICS BO IBOPEI], — OH He 3HaJl, 3a4eM MMIIEPaTOpPy MOHAgoOuIICS KOMaHIYOIIHUM
JIuub. OOBIYHO B BEIXOOHBIE TOT HE CHIEJT I0OMa, a JII00UII MMyTelecTBOBATh C CeMbeH, M Ha 9TOT pas3
HEe CTaJl HCKTI0UEeHHEM.

— Ilonsn. [Togoiau, MOMOTH MHE ITPUTOTOBUTH YEPHUTIA, I X0UY, YTOOH cTapeimHa FO# u gpyrue
HeMeMJIEHHO SBUJIXCH BO IBODEIL.

T'enepasna Mo He 0510, HO OH OB GBI IT0JIE3€H Ceiyac, YTOOR BPEMEHHO OTCTPAHUTh KOMAHAYIOIIET0
JIVHS OT BIIaCTH, TIOKA BCE HE YIafUTCH.

— Cnymatocs. — EBryx FOi1 OBICTPO IIOJOIIEN U Hayasl TOTOBUTH YepHUIIA.

3a OBEPsIMHU UMIIEPATOPCKOTO KabuHeTa BHE3aIlHO pa3paicsd myMm, 1 BCKOPpe B KOMHATY BOPBAJICsA
OKpOBaBJIeHHBII;I CTPaXHHK, YIIaB IIPSAMO Ha IIOJI.

— Barre BenuuectBo, 6ema! Komaunytommuii JIWHL BeIeT BOMCKA BO OBOPEI], 3a IIpefie/laMy CTOJIHIIL
yKe HeCKOJIbKO [IeCSITKOB THICAY COJIOAT, ¥ OHU CPaXKaloTCs C HALTUMH 3aIlUTHUKAMH,

— Yto? — JIuno Croanb Y3 nobeHes0, ¥ OH HE MOT ITIOBEPUTH CBOUM yIlaM. — Thl yBepeH?

— Tricsiuy pa3 yBepeH! OH BefleT OTPOMHOE BOMCKO K BHEIITHMM BOPOTaM [IBOpPIia, ¥ CKOPO OHU OymyT
3[1ECh.

— Aaa... [Tomorure!
— Youtins!!

Kak Tonpko CTPaXKHUK 3dKOHYHUII TOBOPUTH, CHAPY2XKHU NOHECIINCh XaOTUYHBIE KPDHUKH, U BECH IBOPEI]
IMOTPY3MUJICA B XaOcC.

— Bame Benu4ecTBo, Oerure... — B 3TOT MOMEHT CTpeJla BOH3UIIaCh €EMY B I'DYyIb, MTHOBEHHO JIUIITUB
KHN3HHU.

Cy 2KoMy pe3Ko u3MeHUIICS B JIUIle ¥ BCKOUYUII, ORICTPO mopouas K CioaHb U, Isifgs Ha MeJIeHHO
npubnuxKaoIerocs KoMmauaywoiero JInHs. [[efiCTBUTENbHO, 3TOT YeJI0BEK IIpefas ux.

Komanpyromuii JIUHE C TI00bMU BOIIEJ B UMIIePaTOPCKUM KaOMHET, CJIOBHO HUKOTO He 3aMeydas, ’
nocMoTpen Ha CroaHb Us.



— Baiile Bemu4ecTBoO, IIPpOIIy IMPOIIEHU .
3a HUM BOPBAJIaChb TOJIIIa COIIOAT, U UX M€Y’ TYT XKe OBIIH HalIpaBJIEHEI Ha HUX JBOUX.

— Komanpytomumii JIuns, y Te6s cmenocTu xBaTaeT, — Cy 2KoMmy chenart mar BIepes, Tsas Ha Hero ¢
CypOBOCTBI0. — YTO, pelns NOgHATh BOCCTaHHUE?

Komanpyrommii JInHb TOCMOTPENT Ha HETO, €r0 Ija3a CUSIIH.
— Hacnepnnuxk, BH ommubaeTeck. MBI IPOCTO CITyKKUM Pa3HBIM I'OCIIOAM.

— CwMmemno! TBOM rocIioguH — 3TO YeJI0BEK 3a Moel criuHou? Komaumytoumuit JInHe, 60iock, TeOe He
CyXMIeHO HaCJagUThCs 3TUM OOTaTCTBOM.

— PemaTh, cyKaeHO U MHe HaCJIaguThCs OoraTcTBOM, He TeOe, HaClIeqHUKY, — 3a CIIMHOU
KOMaHpylolero JIMHs BHIIIE BEICOKUM XYOOILIaBhi MyK4MHa, el 11all 601e3HeHHO pe3aHyJI I'a3a
Croanb Ya.

SToT nami OB CIIMT eMy CaMoOii BIOBCTBYIOIIEeH UMIIepaTPUIIE!, U faKe OH, POMHOM CHIH, B IIYTKY
TOBOPHJI, YTO OHA CIIMIIKOM ero Gamyer.

[Tepen HUMU CTOSA KHA3b CIHB, YENIOBEK, KOTOpPOoro CroaHb U3 CYUTal CaMbIM Mal0BEPOSITHBIM
3a4YMHIIUKOM BOCCTaHUs. U Temeps OH IPSIMO BOPBAJICS BO ABOPEL], a UMIIepaToOpCKas rBapaus yxe
Oblna 1moj ero KOHTPOJIEM.

— Crapumit 6paT? 3ayeM TH 3TO fefaelnb? — CioaHb Y3 TOCMOTPEN Ha Hero, He Bepsl CBOUM Tjla3aM.
— MtI, Opaths, Bcerfia X0pouo K Tebe OTHOCUIIUCE.

Ecnu OB He pain HaJIOKHUITBL JIu, aTOTO YenmoBeKa CiiefioBaio Okl CHIenaTh IIPOCTOJIIOAUHOM. A
TeIlepb OH IIOCMeEJI... OH IIOCMEIL... CMOTpr Ha Hero, CroaHb Y93 MOJIOH THEBA.

— Jla. Ho uto ¢ Toro? Tel 1 OH — popHbIe OpaThsi, @ MBI IPOCTO Ha Pa3HBIX CTOPOHaX. — [logoims
OnmuKe U TSOs IPSIMO Ha Hero, KHsI3b CSiHb paccMestyicsi. — $1 aBHO KOHTPOIUPYIO OBOPEI], IIPOCTO
XKpan. f xoren goxpaThca Bo3BpalleHus Croanb L3u. Ho teneps, korga Cy 2KoMy BEpHYJICS, 3TO
TOXKe xopoiro. IToka Tel 3meck, CioaHs 1[31 00s3aTeIbHO IOCIEIIUT 00PATHO.

— Croanb H0it! — Croans Ys ¢ THEBOM ITIOCMOTPEII Ha HET0, ero riia3a ObIIM XOJIOOHBL. — 3a4eM ThHI 9TO
Ienaenn?

— 3auem??? Xa... Brl ceiivac crnpamuBaeTe MeHs, 3aueM? Korga Bel ¢ ©MIIepaTpuIlien youmIm Moo
MaTh, pa3Be BEl [yMaJiy, 4YTO HaCcTaHET TaKOU OeHb?

B aToT MOMeHT KHsI3b CsiHb OO0JIbIIE He CKPEIBaJI HEHABUCTH B CBOUX I'Nla3aX U THEBHO 3aKpHU4all.

— BBl 1 uMIepaTpulla JOJKHE yMepeTh. Eciu Obl He Bb, MOSI MaTh Oblnia OBl 2KMBa. ITO BHl YOUIIH €e.
Korpa Croans 131 BepHeTCS, 5T 3aCTaBII0 BaC BCeX YMepPeThb, YTOObI OTOMCTHUTE 3@ MaTh.

Ycnbias 3to, nmuio Cioanb Y3 0cTaBaIoCh XOJIOOHEIM, IIOJTHEIM TpeHeOpeKeHus.

— Jla? TonbKO HAZeCh, YTO THl IOTOM He Ioxajseelrsb. Croads KO, HEKOTOpEIE Bellly JIyyllle He
HapyllaTh, “Ha4e MOCJIeICTBUAS MOTYT ObITh CITUIIKOM TSI3KEJILIMU IJ1s1 Te0s.

Cy KoMy, cTog psmoOM, TIOCMOTpPeN Ha CoKonHoro CioaHb U3 ¥ BOPYT IOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO 3[E€Ch
CKpBIBAeTCs KakKas-TO TalHa.



— XMm! YUTo TH MOXKeIIb CKa3aTh, KOTa CMEPTh yKe Ha Imopore? Y MeHs IO PYKOX MOYTH CTO THICAY
COJIJaT, a B TOPOAe BCEro HeCKOJIBKO THICSAY. MOU JII0AU HACTyNalT CHAPYXKU, ABOPEL] IOl MOUM
KOoHTposieM, CroaHb U3, IOCMOTPUM, KTO HE BEIOEPKUT STOU TIXKECTH.

Croanp FOu nopHAN T'OJIOBY, €ro rjia3a OB XOJIOMHBI ¥ TIOJTHEI CapKa3Ma.

— He Bonnyiics, g He yObIo Bac, 0 KpaliHel Mepe, noka CroaHb LI3u He BepHeTCs. 4 He yObio Bac.
CTopoXuTe uX, OTBEAUTE BCEX B IOKOU UMIIePATPHULEL U JepXKUTe UX TaM BMecTe ¢ Hell. Ecnu Cy
2KoMy TIOTIBITAaeTCS COPOTUBIIATHCS, YOelTe UMIIepaTpHULLy.

— Cnyuacs.
ConpaThl OKPYXKHUJIK UX, HAIIPaBSAs MEYH.

Cy XKomy He oxkupai, 4To oH 6ygeT Tak 0CTOpoXeH ¢ HUM. OOMeHSBIIUCE B3rIsinoM ¢ Cioanb U, OHU
TI0C/Ief0BaIX 3a CONfaTaM| B IIOKOU UMIIepaTPULIHL.

B omuH meHb CTONHIIA IOTPY3uIachk B Xaoc. KHsa3b CsHb IIOBEJ BOMCKA BO ABOPEI], 3aXBaTHII
UMIIepaTopa U UMIIePATPHUILy. ITO COOBITHE IIOKUPOBAJIO BECh TOPOM, ¥ HUKTO He MOT IIOBEPHUTD, YTO
KHs13b CSIHb, KOTOPBIM BCErla CYUTAJICS OOJIbHBIM, OKA3aJICsl TAKUM [IeP3KUM, YTOOH YCTPOUTH
IIepeBOPOT. B cTomnuIle BCe PEIININ, YTO UMIIePaTOPy ¥ UMIIepaTPHIle HY2KHO CPOYHO OTIIPABUTHCS B
XpaM IIPefKoB, BEOb 3TO NEWCTBUTEILHO OBIZIO BPEMS MUCIBITAHUH.

Bce BaxHble YUHOBHUKY OBLIM 3allePTH B CBOUX JIOMax, He UMesi BO3MOXKHOCTH 00IIaThCS APYT C
IPYTOM, ¥ MOTJIM TOJIBKO B TOCKE XKIATh.

B mome crapetimunael KOi TOT XOguiI 10 3a1y, TISIAS Ha COIAT Y BOPOT, ¥ B SPOCTU KpUYall.

— IlpemaTenu, HacTosAIMe npematenu! Y sToro kusa3sa CsaHg xBaTaeT Harnoctu! Kak o nocmen! Kak
OH mmocmer!

— Orer, ceityac He BpeMs [IJig 3TOT0, 4To OymeM menaTh Janbiie? — Ero ChiH IOJOIIeN K HEMY,
0eCcIoKOMHO CIPoCUB. — ECu Bce Tak MPOJOJIXKUTCS, HEYKeJlH BIIacTh epeiieT K IpyromMy?
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