— Jlaxe 1ol cornacen! — HOit [la He 0KuOal, YTO TOT TaK CEPbE3HO OTHOCUTCS K 3TOMY Opaky, u 3TO
Ka3aJIoCh eMy HeBepOsTHHIM. KTo OBl MOT ITOlyMaTh, UTO TOf Ha3aj Ta caMmas Ban Xya Orlia Bcero
JIWIIb HUKOMY He U3BECTHOU [E€BUOHKOM, a Telephb, II0Iy4YUB MUJIOCTh, OKa3ajlaCh HaCTOSIIEN
IPUHIIECCOM. [IeCTBUTENIBHO, B MUPE HET HUYEero abCoII0THOTO.

Ecnu 651 f1Hb JIgH 3Han 06 9TOM, OH OBl TOUHO I0XKaJeN g0 IIyOUHb OYIIH.
— Kcrarty, cnblmarn, 4To U3 TEMHUIE BEITYCTUNX JHb JISHa 1 ero nonen.

— Yt0? Korpa sto npousonuio? — Cy 2KoMy ¢ yauBjeHUEM IOCMOTPEN Ha Hero. [ToueMy eMy HUKTO
He cooburmn 06 aToM? OOEIYHO Te, KTO MOTaflaeT B TEMHUILY, faXKe eCJIU CXOMST C yMa, HUKOTla He
BBIXOMSIT Ha cBOGOMY.

B atom Cy 2Komy o4yBCTBOBAJI HeJlagHOe.

— Tw He 38Han? — KOu [la YOUBUIICA, YTO TOT HE B KypCe. — 4 cnpiman ot arofel U3 TEMHUIBI, YTO
OHHU COIININ C YMa HACTOJIBKO CHUJIBHO, YTO MX BEIITYCTHUIIN. A Toxe YOUBHUIICA: B€b T€, KTO IIOIIaaeT
Tyoa, — 3TO CEPhe3HbIe IPECTYIITHUKH, U NaXKe €CJIM OHU CXOOAT C YMa, X He BBIIIYCKAIOT.

Ycneimas ero cnosa, Cy 2KoMy OIyCTHII I71a3a, OTPY3UBIIUCH B pa3MblluieHnsa. OH 4yBCTBOBAJI, 4TO
B 3TOM [IeJie CKPBIBAETCS YTO-TO Hexopollee. Kak MOTTIM UX BBHITYCTUTh?

— Ecrtb eme yT0-10? — OH OTCYTCTBOBAJ B CTONUIIE Gosblile Mecsiia, 1 0 [Ta Obi ny4iie
OCBE[IOMJIEH O IIPOUCXOSIIEM.

— CrmIllam, 4To 300POBbLE KHSA35 CsHS IIOCTEIIEHHO ylIy4dliaeTCd.

— Kus3p Canp? — Cy 2Komy, cKa3aB 3T0, BCIOMHMII 00 3TOM BeYHOM GOJIbHOM, CJIeTKa MPUIIOOHSIT
OpOBb, B I'Ta3ax €ro NpoMeIbKHYJa 3afyMUYUBOCTb.

— KcTaTu, moueMy ero BEICOYECTBO He BEPHYIICS?

— Ha CeBepo-3amnapie elle He BCe yIaXKeHO, 1 BEPHYJCS nepBhiM. — Cups Ha ctyine, Cy Komy
ObICTPO 06OyMbIBa yCbIIaHHOE. CyIiasi uX peyb, OH IPUMEPHO IOHSJ CUTYAIUI0 B CTOJIHIIE.

— Mymy, Mymy! — B 3T0T MOMeHT LI3uHBbaHb BOIIa C yiIULE 4, yBuAeB Cy 2KoMy B 3asie, pafoCTHO
3aKpuyasa, 6LICTPO MOJOMAs K HEMY, YIIepeB PyKu B OOKa.

— Mauexa-mmpuHIilecca, OyabTe ocTopoxkHb. — IOii [la, yBUIEeB ee pa3MallliCThE OBUKEHUS,
TIOKPBIJICS XOMOOHBIM IToToM. OH UCKPEHHe IepexuBat 3a 6paTheB U CECTED B €€ YpPeBe, OHU HOJIKHBI
OBLIM TTIOSIBUTHCS Ha CBET 071ar0IoIy4yHO.

— Bynb mooctopoxuee. — Cy KoMy, BUAS, UTO OHA COBEPIIEHHO He CYHUTaeT cebss 6epeMeHHOi,
B3[OXHYJI, IOTHpast 7100.

— Yto Takoro? B uem pmeno? [louemy LI3u13u He BepHYJICA? — YBUOEB, UTO B 3aJi€ TOJIbKO OH OOUH,
lI3vuHbaHb YAMBUIIACh U CeJla PSAOOM.

— Ha CeBepo-3amafie ele ecTh fiejla, OH He MOXKeT OTIy4uThcs. KctaTu, y Te6s eCTh Kakue-To
IoKa3aTeIbCTBa 110 MTOBOMY TOT'O, YTO ThI TOBOpHUiIA? — Eciu KoMaHAyiomui JIMHb OB TOOKYTINIEH,
BECh UMIIEPATOPCKUY OBOPEI] OKaXKeTCs B PyKax BParos, U 9TO OyAEeT HaCTOSIIEN KaTacTPodoi.

Ycneias ero ciosa, LI3uHbaHb KUBHYIIA.



— Mou TaiiHBIE CTPaXKK COOOIIMIIM, YTO B ITOC/IeNHEE BpeMs KOMaHayomui JIuHb BefeT ce0st 0YeHb
CTPAHHO, ¥ B €T0 Pe3UNEHINN MOSBISIOTCS TONO3PUTEIbHEIE JIIOOH, XOTS OH CaM 9TO KaTerOPU4YeCKu
orputiaet. Kpome Toro, s 00HapyXumia, YTO OH BHEAPUJI B UMIIEPATOPCKYIO I'BAPOUI0 HECKOIBKO
HOBBIX JTiofiedi. OHM HOBUYKHY, HO 00/1afaloT OTIMYHEIMUA 00€BEIMU HaBBIKAMHU, U, CYMs 110 BCEMY, He
IIPHUHAOIEXKAT K 3HATHBIM CEMbSIM.

[ToaTOMy OHa 3aIofi03puia HellafiHOe U CPOYHO BhI3BaJia MX 00paTHO, YTOOE 06CYIUTH KOHTPMEPHL.

— 3aBTpa 5 mMompo0yio ero IPoLUIyaThk, HO Telephb, KOTAa S BEPHYJICS, TPOTUBHUK, ECTECTBEHHO,
craHeT 60j1ee 0OCTOPOKHEIM. BO3MOKHO, MMEHHO K3-3a MOET0 BO3BpAIlleH!sI OHM HAaYHYT IeNCTBOBATh
ovicTpee. — Crerka npuiypuBiuch, Cy 2KoMy THX0 pacCMesiics.

— BepHo, — ycnwilaB ero cuoBa, L[3uHbanb KUuBHYIa. — Benp Tl — COKpoOBHUILE KHA34 [lyaHs, ero
mobumer]. Ecnu Te6s1 cxBaTaT, LI3ui3u 6yneT BEIHYKOEH TOAYNHUTLCS.

— He MoxeT ObITh, 9TO TONBHKO XyKe. — YcinbiaB 310, F0ii [la TyT XKe 3akpudaji. — B TakoM crydae
mydtire ObI710 OB He Bo3BpaliaThes. Eciu Obl BepHYJICS KHA3b [JyaHb, BO3MOXKHO, HUKAKOM OIaCHOCTHU
Obl He OBLIO.

[TomymaB 06 3TOM, OH IOHS, 4TO Bo3Bpaienue Cy 2Komy OBIIIO paBHOCHIIBHO TOMY, YTOOBI CAMOMY
7Ie3Th B JIOBYIIKY, flaBasi MPOTUBHUKY IIaHC. OT 3TON MBICITH €My Cpa3y CTaJlo He 1o cebe.

B 3TOT MOMEHT B pe3ngeHn KHA3A Csans, YCIEBIIaB OOKIIad IIOOYMHEHHOT O, KHA3b CsHb YOUBIIEHHO
IIOCMOTPEIJI Ha HETO.

— Korpa ato npou3sorno? [ToyeMy OH BepHYJICS?

— Bcero ngBa yaca Hasap. [Toxoxe, nena Ha CeBepo-3amnaze MO4YTH yiIaxKeHbl, U OH IIPHUBEJI C co0oM
TBICSIYY COJIAAT.

— Ox, — kHa3b CSIHb YCMEXHYJICS, 3afyMUrBO KUBHYB. — X0OPOIIO0, 4YTO BepHYyJcs! O4eHb XOpOLIIO.

[Toka oH 3mech, Croanb 31 OymeT BEIHYXKAEH MOAUYUHUTHCS. BCs cTONMIIa 3HAET, YTO OH 6e3yMHO
mobut Cy 2Komy, 1 3TO ero efUHCTBEeHHasd cnabocTh. A Temneps 3Ta cnabocTh camMa BepHYyach B
CTOJIUILY.

— Croanb 1131, Ha 3TOT pa3 5 JelCTBUTENbHO He Oyay LepeMoHUThCA. Xa... [Ipue3n Cy KoMy maet
MHe 00JIbllle IaHCOB Ha nmobeny. [Tepenail MpuKa3s: YCKOPUTD HAIll IIJIaH.

— T'ocmoguH, 3TO IPaBUIBHO?

— Koneuno. Croans 13u ceriuac Ha CeBepo-3anafe, eMy He [0 Hac. Celiyac HacTasl NOOXOASAIINN
MOMEHT [JIs1 3aXBaTa BJIACTH B cTonuile. Eciu He coenaTh 9TO ceryac, To Korga xke? Ilepemait
IIPUKa3: CEeTOMHS HOYbIO U 3aBTPa YTPOM MBI IBHHEM BOMCKA, YTOOB! B3STh IIOJ KOHTPOJIb BCIO
CTOIULy YU UMIIEPATOPCKUH ABODPELL.

— CJ'IYHIaI-OCB. — HOI[‘-II/IHGHHHﬁ IIOKJIOHHUJICA " 6]:ICTpO BHIIIIETI, YTOOBI IIOATOTOBUTHCA K HOYHU.

B 9TOT MOMEHT 30J10TO¥ KapIl BHITPHITHYJT U3 BOIHI, OIKCAB B BO3OYXE UOLATBHYIO IYTY, U IPALl03HO
BEPHYJICS B BOAY.

Ha HeOe Havasca MenKui OOXK/b, KaIl/IX [Taflajid B IPYA, co3naBast OeCUKCIIeHHbIe KPYTH Ha BOJe.
PBIOBI BCII/TBIBAJIM Ha MIOBEPXHOCTh, BABIXAsk CBEXKUU BO3MOYX.



— DTOT MOXKOb — HacTosgasa 6arogarTs!

CMOTpS Ha yCUTTMBAIOMIUNICS JOXKAb, KHSI3b CIHb IOTHS TOJIOBY K TEMHOMY HeOy U MeJIEHHO
YIBIOHYTICS.

Xa-xa... Cioanb L[3u, Th caM oTtripaBui Cy 2KoMy Ko MHe B pyKu. Pa3 Tak, s He Oyny 11IepeMOHUTHCS U
IpUMYy 3TOT ITofapok. Ha 9ToT pa3 g 00s3aTeNbHO 3aCTaBi0 Te0s M0XKajeTh, YTOOH! TH JKUTh HE
3axoren!

Ha cnemyromee yrpo Cy 2KoMy cpa3y ke OTIIpaBHUIICS BO fABopell. Korma BOOBCTBYyIONIas
UMIIepaTpulla YBUENa ero, Tla3a ee HalOJTHUIUCEH CIIe3aMHU, ¥ OHA [OJIT0 Pa3T/IsAsIBajIa ero.

— Kak ThI? Huuero He cny4umnocsk? — 310 OB ee MI0OUMBINA peOEHOK, ¥ OHA He MOTJIa JOMyCTHTh,
4yTOOBI C HUM YTO-TO Ipou3ouuio. C Tex op Kak ee CHH yexan ¢ HuUM Ha CeBepo-3amnafi, OHa He crana
CIIOKOMHO HYU OOHOU HOYU. Temneps, yBULIEB €r0 BEPHYBIIUMCS, OHa YCIIOKOUJIACh HAIIOJIOBUHY.

— Barme BenuuecTBo, He OECIIOKONTECH, CO MHOM BCe B IIOpsiaKe. — Bups 6ecrioKoiCTBO B ee ria3ax,
Cy KoMy yneIOHYICS, YTOOBI YCIIOKOUTD €e€.

OCMOTpeB erou yﬁeJII/IBH.II/ICb, 4YTO Ha HEM HET PaH, BAOBCTBYKOIIIAA UMIIE€PATPHIla HAKOHEI]
YCIIOKOHIIACh. 3aMeTHB, 4YTO OH JIMIIb CIIeTrKa 3aroper, OHa pagoCTHO YJ'IbI6HYJIaCB.

— Marymika, ¢ MyMy HAYEro He CIIyYUTCS, TaK YTO He IlepexXuBauTe CIUIIKOM CUIbHO. — CroaHb Y9,
CULS PSIOOM, TUXO PACCMescs.

OH nyulie Bcex 3HaJI, KaK CUJIBHO MaTh IlepexkuBasa 3a Hux. [1o cioBaM CiIyr, OHa MHOTA B3[bIXana
maxe BO BpeMsi efbl. Termeph, KOTMia OH BEPHYJICS, OHAa YCIIOKOUIACh HAMIOIOBUHY. UTO KacaeTcs
crapuIero 6para, ¢ HUM ToXke Bce OyeT B MOPSOKeE.

— Kpacasuiia, kpacaBulia! — 9pxo BleTel K Helt B 00bSATUS, TaCKasiCh, U BAOBCTBYIOIIAS
MMIlepaTpulla cpa3y ke oOpagoBajach, 0OHSB ero.

— Maryika, MBI BepHEMCS T03XKe, Korga OymeM obemaTh, MHE HYKHO IIOTOBOPUTH ¢ MyMy. — CioaHb
Ua, BUOI, YTO ee BHUMAHUE OTBJICUEHO, [IOCIIEIIHO CKa3all.

BpoBcTBylomas uMIepaTpulia KuBHysa, yiae0asch, ¥ IOCMOTpesa Ha HUX.
— Xopotio, Kak xotute. [IpuxonuTe mo3xe, Korga 0yaeTe TOTOBHL.

3atem Cy Komy u Croanb U3 OTIIpaBUINCH B UMIIePAaTOPCKUit KabuHeT. Kak TOIBKO IBEPh
3akpriiach, Cioanb UYa cpa3y xKe C HeTepIeHHeM IIOCMOTPEIT Ha HeTo.

— Mywmy, Kak gena?
XoTs OHU IEepEeNnUCHBaINCh, OH Haxoauics Ha CeBepo-3amnaje 1 3Has 6oble.

Cy Komy nompo0HO pacckasasn eMy 000 BCeM, YTO BUMEN U CIIHIIIAl, a Takke 0 cjoBax CioaHb 1[3u
TIepes OTHE3MOM.

Bricnymas, CioaHb Us 3agyMarcs.

— Kus3p CeBepo-3amnana okKasajcs CiocoOHBIM cOexXaTbh, HaCTOSIIMY TanaHT. Ecnu Obl OH He OBIN
37100€eeM, TO MOT OBl CTATh BEJIMKUM TOCYOAPCTBEHHBLIM €SI TeJIEM.



— Baime BenuuecTBo, OH X04eT 3aHSATH Ballle MECTO, TO3TOMY €My HeT fella [I0 BallleT0 BOCXUIIECHUS.
Ecnu oH moOseTcs ycrexa, OH, BePOSTHO, YHUYTOXKUT Bac. — KHs13b CeBepo-3amnaa OblT XKECTOK U
BLICOKOMEPEH, ¥ OH He MOoIagui Obl 00eXIeHHEIX.

— 1 3HaI, IPOCTO HEMHOTO coxkaJero. Ecnu Obl OH Besl ce6si CIIOKOMHO, OH MOT ObI HaC/IazkKgaThCs
0oraTCTBOM U CJIaBOM BCIO XKU3Hb. 2Kasb, 4To OH caM cebs nory6usn. — Crapuuii 6paT ObLI IIpas:
Iaxke B ceMbe ORIBAIOT PA3HOTTIACHS, HE TOBOPS yKe 0 YMHOBHUKE, KOTOPHIM MEePXKUT B PyKaX apMHUIO.
EcTecTBEHHO, OH ITOTEPSIN TOJIOBY.

Ckasas 970, CroaHb U3 IOCMOTpPEI Ha HEro U 3afall BOIIPOC, KOTOPHIM JaBHO €ro My4ul.
— Ilouemy THI BepHYyJICS ofuH? HeyxXKeau 4To-TO CIYYUIOCh?
Moxert, Ha CeBepo-3anafe MPOU30ILUIH KaKue-TO IIepeMEeHBI?

Cy XKowmy mogHsm royioBy u, risapas Ha CloaHb U9, paccKasall 0 TOM03PEHUSIX U PaCcCIeqoBaHUIX
LI3uHBaHb.

— Baire BenmnuecTBO, KOMaHOYIOIIKY JIMHE — OOBepeHHOoe JUIo LI3H, M03TOMYy OH OYeHb Cepbe3Ho K
3TOMY OTHECCS ¥ OTIPABUII MeHs 00paTHO, YTOOK pa300paThCs, IPaBaa 3TO UIH HET.

Croanb Ys BcTpeBoxuics. Tets L[3uHbaHb HUKOTHA He ToBopuiia 6e3 ocHOBaHMM. Eciu 9T0 mpaBfa,
TO CUTyallusl OeNCTBUTENBHO II0xa. KomaHaytomui JInHL 0TBeYaeT 3a 6€30I1aCHOCTh JBOPILIA, U €CITU
OH OBIJT TOJIKYTIJIEH, OHU OKaXKyTCS B IIOJIHOM BJIaCTU BParos.

— MywMy Xo4eT ero npoynars.
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