— IMpuxmu eée!

Cy XKomy nopo1men 6nuxe, TAsSad Ha XKEeHITUHY, KOoTopas 0T4asgHHO KpHyalla U IbiTanach BEIPBAThHCH,
HO CHJIBI CTPa’KHUKOB OKa3aliCh CIIUIIKOM BelIUKHU. Te, CIenys ero cioBaM, CUJION OIyCTUIIM e€ Ha
KOJIEHU y Kpas npyna 1 6e3:KaJoCTHO IIOTPY3UIIM €€ TOJIOBY B BOTY.

Boma XJIBIHYJIAa B POT ¥ HOC My CsIHBSI, BRI3BIBAS OIMyIleHune yOyIibsi. Eé oxBaTtun CTpax, HO TeJIO He
CJIyIIaJIOCh, CJIOBHO CKOBAHHO€ HEBUOWNMEIMHU LEIIAMU.

Cy ZKoMy cMOTpes Ha XeHIIUHY, IOTPYKEHHYIO B BOAY, C XOJIOMHBIM B3TJISIOOM.
— IToguuMure eé.
EnBa ero cioBa mpo3By4Yaly, CTPaXK¥ MTHOBEHHO BHITAIIUIIN €€ T'0JIOBY M3 BOJIHI.

My CsiHbs, 3a7bIXasiCh, KaHO BTATUBAJIA BO3YX, HO IIPeX/e YeM OHa yCIiejla OTAbIIIaTLCS, €€ CHOBa
TIOTPY3UJIH B BOMY.

Tak MOBTOPSITIOCH Pa3 3a pa3oM, II0Ka OHa He TOoTepsisia co3HaHue. Toraa eé mpocTo OpPOCKHITH Ha
3eMIII0.

— TI'ocnmoxka, rocmoxal
CnyxaHKH, YBUJIEB JiexKallyio 6e3 uyBCcTB My CsaHBsI, OPOCUNTUCH K Hel, YTOOBI ITOJHSTh.

B aToT MOMeHT BepHyIics CioaHb L[3u. YBUIEB JTeXKallyio Ha 3eMJIe XKEeHIIUHY, ero r'Ia3a CBepKHYII!
XOJIOTOM.

— ITo3oBuTe KOro-Hubymb. My CsiHbsI, OyIy4u KEeHIIMHOM, OCMEITUIIACh OTKPHITO SIBUTHCS B MOIO
pe3uaeHIuio 1 0CKopouTh MeHs. [IycTh KHSI3b CeBepo-3amnaja XopoiIo 06yYuT CBOIO 104Yb, KaK
IoJKHa BeCTH ce0sl Joub MOANaHHOT0. EC/ii OH He cheflaeT 3TOro, 3aBTpa A OTIPaBIII0 K HEMY
OBOPIIOBLIX BOCIUTATEILHMUII.

Ero coBa moBeprix CIyKaHOK B IIOK, ¥ CTPAaXkH TYT Ke YBeNIU UX IP0Yb, HAIIPAB/ISASICh 3a MIPeMIelbl
PEe3UNeHINH.

Croanp 1[3u nopomeén k Cy 2Komy, ero B3TJISA CTal MATKUM U TEIJIBIM.

— ThI momKeH OBbIT JOXAATHCS MOET0 BO3BpallleHus, 4To0k pa3obpaThes ¢ aTuM. KHsa3bp CeBepo-
3amnaga — 4esoBeK KpaiiHe BHICOKOMEDHBIM U TPYOBIid.

— TrI caM TOBOPHJI, UTO BHEIIIHE OH NPOSIBIISET YBaXKeHHe K UMIIepaTOPCKOMY OBopy. CeromgHs ero
IOYb TIEPBOYM Havasla MMPOBOKAIIUIO, ¥ ST HE MOT OCTABUTh 3TO €3 IMOCIENCTBHH.

Kak 6vl Hu ObLT MOTYIIIECTBEH KHA3h CeBepo-3arafia, OH BCE JKe 0CTAETCS MOAJaHHBIM, U CTATyC
CroaHb 131 HAMHOTO BHIIIIE €T0.

— VmpaBnsiomui, pacIpoCTPaHUTE CITyX O CETOMHSIITHEM ITPOUCIIECTBUH. S X0Uy TOCMOTPETD, KaK
oTpearupyet KHs3b CeBepo-3amapa, — Tuxo npukasan Croanb LI3u, mepxka 3a pyky Cy 2Komy, B ybux
r71a3ax OH YBU[IEI XOJIOMHYI0 PELINMOCTb.

9ToT KHA3b CeBepo-3amnaia onpenenéHHo JOJIKeH OBITh YCTPAHEH.

— Mos GepgHas qoub! KHs3b [lyaHb CIUIIKOM BEICOKOMEpPeH! MyK, THI OJI2KEH OTOMCTUTE 3a Hallly



OOo4b!

B pe3upmennuu KHs3s CeBepo-3amafia ero Cymnpyra, 1éxka Ha KpOBaTH, PHIIama, TS Ha CBOIO 0e3
CO3HaAHUS NOYb. BcTIOMUHAS, KaK €€ MPUHECIM Ha3afl, BCIKYIO B I'Psi3u U Oecropsioke, OHa
YyBCTBOBAJIa, KaK CepMIe eé pa3phiBaeTcs: 0T OOIH.

My Kaiisie CTOSIJI, IONTHEINA SPOCTH, CIIyIIAs MOKJIaM CayXKaHKK. ETo pyKy B pyKaBax CXKaJIUCh B
KyJIaK¥, a B TJIa3aX 3aropesics yOuNCTBEeHHEIH OJIeCK.

— Bri roBopute, uTo 3T0 Cy 2KOMy ImpuKa3an U3feBaThCs Haf MOel Jouepbhio?

— VIMeHHO Tak, — phifias, clly’KaHKa TPOMKO moaTBepauia. — ITo Bcé Cy Komy! OnHa U3 cIyKaHOK
CIy4dalHO 0CKOpOuIa rOCIIOXKY, ¥ Ta TOJIBKO IIPHUKa3ajia HEMHOT'O €€ HaKa3aTh. A OH Bejiesl OTPY3UTh
rocrnoxy B Bomy! Eciu Obl KHSI3b [lyaHb HE BEPHYJICS BOBPeMsI, OHA Okl TOYHO YTOHYIa!

C rpox0TOM CTOJI, CTOSIBIIIMIA PSIHOM, OB pa3pylleH yoapoM pyku KHs3si CeBepo-3amaa.

— Xoporn atoT Cy 2Komy! 4 mecsatku neT BnacTByi0 Ha CeBepo-3amajie, 1 HUKOTa He CTaJIKUBAJICS C
TaKUM YHUKEHHEM. DTOT BEICKOYKA, TPOUCXOISIINYN U3 TPSI3U, OCMEJIUIICS TaK IOCTYIIUTDb C MOel
oo4Yepnio!

OH me#CcTBUTENIBHO CYKTaeT cebs KeM-To? I'pydb ero cxxuMasachk oT SpocTH, u My Katine roto Ovin
pa3opBaTh Cy 2KoMy Ha 4acCTH.

— Bare BBICOUECTBO, HE CTOUT JIK HaM €r0... — €ro I[OBepeHHbel CJIyra cpejiajl XKecCT, IIpoBedgd pYKOfI
I10 TOpPJYy, CMEBICII KOTOPOT'O OBLI OYEBHIEH.

— Hert, — K ymuBnenwuio Bcex, KH3b CeBepo-3anaga caepxkaincsa. — OH 0CMeNUIICS TakK MOCTYIIUTh
TOJIBKO TIOTOMY, YTO 3a HUM CTOSIT BIOBCTBYIOIAs UMIIepaTpuIla U KHA3b [lyaHs. MmMnepaTop,
BEPOSITHO, YK€ HayaJl Tolo3peBaTh MeHs, HHa4e OH Obl He 3aX0Tell BhIIaTh 3D 3aMyXK B CTOJIUILY.

— Heyxenu MBI fOJIKHBEL CMUPUTBHCS C 3TUM? — YCJIBIILIAB €ro CJI0Ba, IoCIoxa JIs10 THEBHO
BOCKJIMKHYa. — Mel, CeBepo-3anaf, HUKOrja He TepIlesid TaKOTr0 YHUKEHUSA. ITO IBHOE
HeyBaXXeHUe K HaM!

— Cynpyra, 3afyMbIBajiach JIX T O TOM, UYTO 3a 3TUM MOXKET CTOSATh PyKa MMIiepaTopa?
Ycneimas 310, rocnoxa JIso 3amepria, He BEpsi CBOUM yIIaM.

— MyX, THI X04elllb CKa3aTh, YTO UMIIEPATOP UCIBITHIBAET HAC?

My Kaiine cen, ero auLo CTaui0 MpadyHbIM.

— Ckopee Bcero, 3TO TakK. MlHaye 9TOT MeNKW HaCIegHUK He ITocMell Obl lepeduTs MHe. Ecnu g
celdyac 4TO-TO MPefNpUMYy, UMIIepaTop TYT Ke HaUHET [IeliCTBOBATh.

B 3TOT MOMEHT B KOMHATY BOIIETT MyXK4YWHa, MOXO0XKUHK Ha CTpaXkKa, ¥ IIOYTUTEJIbLHO ITOKJIOHUJICA.

— Baire BricOuecTBO, Gema. TONBKO YTO 5T BEPHYJICS C YIMIEI, ¥ TaM yXKe IIOBCIOAY TOBOPST, YTO Hallla
TOCIIOKa SIBUJIACh B PE3UAEHINIO KH35 [lyaHs, Ha3Bajach ero XKeHou, n30uIa HacllegHUKA U TaXKe
TIOMBITAIaCh OCKOPOUTH CAMOTO KHSI35, TTOCIIEe YeTro €€ BEIOPOCUIIH B IPYA U BEPHYIHX 06pPaTHO.

— Yto? — nuio My Kaiine noremaeno. — KTo pacnpocTpaHseT 9TU CIIyxXu?



— HaBepHoe, ux yBUeNu, KOTOa rOCIOXY IpUHOCHIN 00paTHO. OX, Most goub! C TAaKUMU CITyXaMH,
KakK OHa Telepb BRIMAET 3aMyXK?

Ycneimas 310, rocrnoxa JIso 3apeiaaiia ellleé CUJIbHEee.

My Katine cMOTpen Ha Jiexallyio Ha KpoBaTH A0Yb, HO He MOT IIPOTJIOTUTh 00uay. OH MHOTO JIeT
npasunl Ha CeBepo-3amazie, ¥ €ro XxapakTep CTajl IPyObIM U BIaCTHHRIM. Eciiu OBl KTO-TO APYTrou
OCMEJIUJICS TaK IIOCTYNUTh C eT0 Jo4Yephlo, OH OBl y2Ke YHUUTOXKUII BCIO ero ceMbio. Ho 3mech
3aMelllaHa UMIIEPATOPCKas CeMbsl, U Hy2KHO IeHCTBOBATh OCTOPOKHO.

OH HaXOOMJICS y MIOOHOXKUS TPOHA, U, KaK OBl HU OB MOTYIIIECTBEH, OCTABAJICS BCETO JIUIIh
nofnaHHBIM. Eciu uMmnepaTop HaiaET IIOBOM, BCE €T0 YCUIHUS MOTYT IOUTH TpaxoM. [TogymaB 00
atoM, My Kalise mouyBCTBOBAJI, Kak B €0 IJla3ax 3aropesicsi MpauyHbIl CBET.

— CHayvasa mo3ab0ThTeCh 0 OYepH, TO30BHUTE MEHs, KOTHa OHa IPUOET B cebsi. A BEI, IPHUBEOUTE
CIofla TeX, KTO YIIEN TYISATh.

OH He 0XuMaJ, YTO UMIIEPATOP Hayall Mo03peBaTh ero. [Toxoxke, eMy HYKHO TIIATETbHO BCE
o0myMarTh.

Ou He rnyn. Ha CeBepo-3anajie 0H — KOpOJIb, HO 3/1eCh, KaK Obl HU OBbLJT CUJIEH, OH OOJIKEH OBITh
OCTOPOXKeH. Majeinas omubdKa MOXKeT MPUBECTH K THOeIN BCeH CEeMbH.

Korpa on BepHETCs Ha CeBepo-3anaj], eMy HYKHO OyIeT BCE IIePeCMOTPETE.

Bckope ero renepansl Hadanu nIpuOsBaTh. CoOpaBIIuch B KaOUHETEe, OHU BLICIYIIAIM CJI0BA KHS35
CeBepo-3anaga ¥ 3agyMauch.

BrICOKMIt ¥ XyHOIIaBhIM MyK4MHa C 0OBIYHON BHEITHOCTHIO TIEPBEIM 3aTOBOPHUIL.

— Bartie BHICOYECTBO, K CHACThIO, BHI COXPaHUJIK XJTaAHOKPOBHE. HMHade cerogHs MbI OBl OKQ3aJINCh B
OIIaCHOCTH.

— VIMeHHO Tak, — B3[OXHYJI ¢ 06JIeTYeHNEM KPETKUii TeHepasl pSfaoM ¢ HUM. — BeposTHO, Ha
BeCEHHEM MUY BBl OTCYTCTBOBa/IM, U UMIIEpaTOP HaydaJjl [I0A03peBaTh Bac. Balile BEICOYECTBO, 3TO
1710X0. Ec/ MBI He CIIpaBUMCS C 3TUM, 9TO MOXKET IIPUBECTU K rubei.

— 4 ToxXe Tak myMalo, Ballle BLICOYECTBO. MBI IOIXKHBL BCE YNTafUTh UleaIbHO, YTOOH UMIIEpATOp He
MOT CKa3aThb HU CJI0Ba, — I'POMKO IIPOM3HEC KPYIIHBIM reHepart, SBHO IIPUBLIKIINM TOBOPUTH TPOMKO.

My Kaiine KUBHYIIL.

— [ToaTOMY $1 pemus, YTO 3aBTPA OTIPABIIIOCH B Pe3UNEHINI0 KHA3S [IyaHs C MoKasHueM. TaKuM
o0pa3oM, 5 MOKaxXy CBOE pacKasHue, a UMIIEPATOP YBUMHUT, UTO, XOTS S ¥ BEICOKOMEPEH, S 3Hal0 CBOE
MecCTO.

— Benukonenuo! Barie BEICOYECTBO, 3TO AEMCTBUTEIHHO MYOPHINA XO.

— BepHO, 3TO JOCTOMHO Bac, — reHepasibl Hayalu XBaJIUTh €ro, MOgHUMas OOJIbIIe masblikl. — Barie
BBICOYECTBO, BHl yMeeTe OBITh TMOKKM, 9TO IIpUMep 151 HacC BCeX.

[TornmaxwuBast 6opony, My Katine yneOHyICS.

— Yro Kacaetcs atoro Cy 2Komy... Xm! Korma-uHubynb 51 coernaio Tak, YTO OH YMPET B MyKax.



TOT, KTO OCMENUIICS TaK YHU3UTH €ro JO04Yb, OOHAXKIEI ITI02KAJIe€T, YTO POAUJICA Ha 3TOT CBET.

B pe3upennuu kug3s Oyansa Cy 2Komy Ovln yOUBIEH, YTO KHSA3b CeBepo-3amajia CMOT COepKaThCI U
He IIPUIIET C PacIpaBoO.

— IToxoxe, OH MHOTO JIeT yoepKuBaeT BiacTh Ha CeBepo-3amnane, 1 My Kaline — He OOBIYHBIH
4yeJi0BeK, — nogyMar oH. Eciu OB 3a HUM He CTOsiJIa UMIIepaToOpCcKasl CeMbsi, ero OBl yxKe yOumu.

Croasb 1131, OIIyCTUB YallKYy, C JIETKON Y/ILIOKOW TOCMOTPEN B CTOPOHY.

— OH pmomxeH TEPIIETh, IOTOMY YTO 3HAET, 4TO ceryac Y HETO HEeT IIPpaBad Ha MATEX. Ecnu on
COoeJla€eT IIar, Mbl YHUUYTOXKUM €T0 DOA. HOQTOMy OH OOJIZKEH CMHUPHUTHECA C CETOOHAITHNM
IIPOUCIIECTBUEM.

— Ecnu 9T0 Tak, TO C 9TUM YeJIOBEKOM HYXKHO OBITh eIllé 0CTOPOXKHee.
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