— HWmenHo Tak. — UToOH OHU cpady yuumu, Haup KO u ero cnyTHUK npsiMo mpu3Hanu 31o. Kak u
0KM[IAJI0Ch, KaK TOJILKO MX CJIOBa IIPO3BYyYalll, JIUIA BCEX MIPUCYTCTBYIOUIUX BEIPA3UIH
pasoyapoBaHUe.

Ysub LInHCIOM B3TJISHYT Ha {BEPb KOMHATHI:

— ITaBaiiTe BepHEMCS 3aBTpa. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, MUPEKTOPA MOXKHO BUOETh KaXKObIH NeHb, U
IIPa3gHOBATh MOXKHO B 11000€ BpeMsi.

KTak, moyHBEIe 9HTY3Ua3Ma I'OCTH VIIUIK C TSKEJIBIM CepfleM, epef] YX0OOM C TOCKOU OTJISIOBIBAsICh
Ha MJIOTHO 3aKPHITYIO OBEPD.

IIBoe muu J0 TeX 0P, MoKa Ha He0e He MOoSBUICS moyMecsil. K aToMy BpeMeHH efia Ha CToJe Oblia
IIOYTH ChefieHa, a Ha nunax Cy 2Komy v Croanb L3 OSBUIKCE IpU3HAKY ONbsiHEHNS. OHU IUJIA BCE
OnuxKe OpyT K OpYTy, ¥ B KOoHIle KOHIIOB Cy 2Komy moBanuscs Ha Croaub 1[3u.

— Croans 13w, 3T0 BUHO OoTNMYHOEe. — 55 Ha 6eJI0CHEKHYI0 KOXKY Iepeq co60l, MATKMEe MOYKH
yieit npsiMmo nepep rina3amu, Cy 2KoMy He cMOT ymepkKaThCsi U OPOCUIICS BIiepeq.

— Vry. — Croanb 1131 KUBHYII, IBHO IIbSHBIN OOJIbIIIE, YEM OH CaM, €T0 B3TJISIT CTAJl MyTHBIM.

YBuges 3710, Cy 2KoMy mO4yBCTBOBaJ, KaK KPOBb 3aKHUIIEJIa B €0 XKUJIax, Ila3a 3aropeiuch, pyka
HEXKHO KOCHYJIach ero momgbopoaKa, a ry0sl IPUKaINCh K ero rybam.

Croans LI3u crmerka IIPUOTKPLII I"y'6BI, YYBCTBYA €TI0 CTPACTh, IIOBEPHYIICA U KPEIIKO 00HSIT ero,
CTPaCTHO Leys.

Pyka MemyieHHO CKOIb3HYJIa 110 €T0 MOILTHOM rpyau, HexkHO norjaaxusasi, Cy 2KoMy 1emoBan ero ot
Opogeii, Hoca, ry6 Mo mombopoKa, U HaKOHeI] B3s1JT er0 KaAblK B POT, BhI3kBas y CioaHb LI3u CTOH.

OTOT 3BYK, UYBCTBEHHBIYM U HU3KUY, MTHOBEHHO pa3Ker BCe ero XejaHus, OH COPBaJl C HEro OfeXkAay
¥ CHOBA IIOIeJIOBAJl.

Croans L3u KpPEIKO CXKaJl €ro TaJIuIO, PYKa BJIACTHO IIOTJIaKKWBaJjla €ro, 3aTeéM OH IIPHUZKaJl €T0 K
CTOJIy, COPBaJI C HETO BEPXHIOI OneXKNy U YKYCHUII ONUH U3 €TI0 COCKOB.

— MwmM. — MHCTUHKTUBHO BHITHYB ciKHYy, Cy 2KoMy OOHST €T0 I'0JIOBY ¥ CTPACTHO II0LeJI0Bal,
3aTeM TeJlo B3JIETENIO B BO3MYX, U OH OUYTHUJICA Ha MATKOU KPOBATH.

[TopH4B ronoBy, oH mocMoTpen Ha Cioanb LI3u cBepxy, omexna Obuta B Oecriopsinke, B3TJIA[ ClerKa
MYTHBIH.

— Kowmy.

— L3u. — OHYCTI/IB €ro rojioBy, OH HE2XKHO IIOLIEeJIOBAJI €r0, IIEPEBEPHYIICA U IIPHUKAII €r0o K cebe,
MI'HOBEHHO Pa30pPBaB €r0 OOeXKay.

MoxeT ObITh, U3-3a ONbSTHEHUS, a MOXKeT, U3-3a ofepxkuMocTH, CioaHb 1131 mocaemoBa ero
IIpUMepY, ¥ BCKOpPe OHU OKa3auch 00HaXKeHHBIMHU, TS APYT Ha Apyra.

— 1I3u, Tel IpekpaceH. — CHOs Ha HEM, OH HEXXHO IIPOBEJI PYKOU 110 €r0 TPYAHBIM MBIIIIaM, MOLIHBIM
¥ CUJIBHBIM, MTHOBEHHO O4apoBaB B3ryap Cy 2Komy.

— XKomy, MoxHO? — C IbSIHOM HEXHOCTHIO OIIYCTUB €TI0 T'OJIOBY, B €T0 MyTHOM B3rIsife Oblia



HEBUHHOCTh ¥ HAUBHOCTb, KOTOPBIX OOBIYHO He OBIJIO, TTYIIOBATHIA, HO OYEeHb MUJIBIH.
— Koneuno, MmoxH0. — Cy 2KoMy mogymalt, YTO OH TOBOPHUT O IOLeNye, HO OH Omubacs.

B cnepytormyio ceKyHy 1MOo3ullisg oMeHsnach, Cioanb L[3u mpuxan ero K cebe, CTPACTHBIN MOIETyH
TIOCJIEZIOBAJI, PYKHU KPETKO CXKaJIk ero PYKH, He JaBasi eMy JBUTAThCS.

Heno mmoxo! B ator MomeHT Cy 2KoMy mOHSI, 4TO ommnbCs, 1 Hayasl HepBHUYATh:
— 1131, TofoKau HEMHOTO.

— Her, THI cka3ar, 4T0 MOxkHO. — CioaHb LI3u OTHSI TON0BY, €ro 0OLIYHO CITOKOMHBIHM B3TJISAL
Tereps ObLI TOX0XK Ha B3TJIAMA Kalpu3Horo pebeHkKa, ¢ Aojei yIpsIMCTBA U 00U, Y3KKeE T1a3a
OecTenu ciie3aMu.

B sTor MomeHT Cy 2Komy monHoCThIO pacTasii. Ero L3u, mbsiHbIM, ObIT TAKUM MUJIBIM, YTO OH HEe MOT
Ha Hero ceppuThecs. OH IPOTSAHYJ PYKY U HEXHO MOTJIafUII ero JIUIo. B 3TOT MOMEHT OH faxe He
XOTEeJI ero pyrarhb.

CroaHb 1131 HaKJIOHUIICS, BIaCTHO IIOLEI0BAll €T0 FY6BI, 3aTeM CIIYCTHUIICA HUXKe, U 0e3 BCSIKOr0
OGY‘-IGHI/IH II0IIeJIOBAll €ero ropda4ee.

Mwmm... Cy KoMy MTHOBEHHO 3aCTOHAJI, €T0 TeJIO CTajl0 MATKUM, KaK TPSIKa, HacllaXaeHue
PacIpoCcTpaHUIIOCh OT HU3a XKHUBOTA 10 MO3Tra, KakK BOJIHA, MTHOBEHHO HAKPEHIB €T0.

CroaHb 131 IOMHSIICS, B €T0 I'JIa3aX IOSIBUIACEH ICHOCTD:
— 2Kowmy, g cmenaio TeGs CBOUM.
B crmemytornyio CeKyHIy OH IIEPEBEPHYII €T0, MOJI0KUB JINIIOM BHI3 Ha KPOBATh.

B moMmeHT, Korfa ero nepeepHyiu, Cy 2KoMy ¢ oTYasiHEM ITIOCMOTPEJ B IIOTOJIOK, OH 3HAJ, 4TO B
3TOM XKU3HU eMy yXKe He IIepeBepPHYThCS !

Emre He paccBero, B CllajbHe pe3upgeHIy KHA3s [lyaHs omexna Obya pa3bpocaHa I10 MOy,
3aHABECKU KPOBATH CJIeTKa IPUKPHIBAJIM KPOBATh, KOTOPAsT CUIIBHO TPSICIACh OT [IBUKEHUM X0351€EB,
u3MaBasi CKPUIISIINE 3BYKH.

Ha kpoBatu Cy KoMy niexkasn UIIOM BHK3, KPEIIKO [epzKach 3a IMPOCTHIHY, BEIAEPKUBAS YOaphl
C3a7H, KaK BOJIHEI, HAaC/IaXkOeHKWe TIOYTH 3aCTaBUJIO eT0 KPUYaTh:

— 1I3m, LI3u... oTIyCcT! MO0 Taiun. MMMm...

Croanb 1131 c3amu mepxKasl ero 3a Taluio, MoYTH 0e3yMHO My4Yasi ero, ero rjaa3a OblIHA MTOTHEI
YIOBJIETBOPEHUS.

— Ax... — Iloce nerkoro CToHa OHU HaKOHel 0cTaHOBUIUCH, Cy 2KoMy yxKe He YyBCTBOBaJI CBOEU
Tayuu. 3agbxasich, Cioadb 131 00HSI ero U II0IesIoBall B IIOTHHIHM J100.

— Te1, Mep3aBen. — Cy 2Komy, u3My4eHHbIH 3a HOUb, €iBa MOT OTKPHITE I'Jla3a, ero pyKa cjabo
CxKaJjla ero pyKy, ¥ OH HaKOHeIl KPeIKo YCHYII.

Croanb 113u ¢ m000BbI0 CMOTPETT Ha CBOET'0 YCTaBIIET0 BO3JII00JIEHHOTO, €ro r1a3a OblJIN MOTHEL
CYaCThSI.



Korga Cy 2KoMy cHOBa POCHYJICS, y2Ke ObLJIO 3a MOJIAEeHb, COTHEYHBIHA CBET IPOHUKAJ Yepe3 OKHO,
CHApYKHY TOHOCUJICS IIyM, IPXO0 YTO-TO BOJITAL.

C Tpymom oTKpkIB r1a3a, Cy 2KoMy cierka moIneBenuscs ¥ Cpa3y IOYyBCTBOBAJ, UTO €T0 Tallus BOT-
BOT criioMaeTcsi. OH MPOTSHYI PYKY, HEKHO MOAAePXKUBAsT MOSCHUILY, €T0 JIUII0 UCKA3UIIOCh OT OOIH.

— JT1O0T Mep3aBel, MOor OBl ¥ TIOMEHBIIIe menaTh, B KOHIE KOHIIOB, 3TO MOK HepBBIfI pa3. — Hep}KaCb
3a IIOACHHITY, OH 9yBCTBOBaAJl, KaK 6YJITO ero pa3o6paJm u C06paJ'[I/I 3aHOBO, 601 OblsTa HACTOIBKO
CHUIIBbHOM, YTO OH HE MOT BEITIPSAMUTLCSA.

Cnerka IOIIeBEeJIUBIINCE, OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJ 00/Ib BHU3Y, U TOIBKO TOTHA MOHs, 4To CloaHs 1I3u
HaHeC eMy JIeKapCTBO, ObIIIO OUeHb CBEXKO, U OH, MOKHO OBITh, TIOMBLI €T0 TEJIO.

Cy }KOMY IIOCMOTPENI BHU3 U YBUEJ, YTO Ha HEM HOBad IIKM2KaMa, Ha €ro ry6ax HEeBOJIbHO IIOABUJIaCh
YJ'H::I6K8.. 3TOT MyZXK4YHMHa OBLTT TAKMM K€ BHUMATEJIbHEIM, KaK BCerja.

Hemuoro monexas, Korga 0071b B IMMOosICHHUIIE HEMHOI'O YTHXJIa, OH ME[JIEHHO IMOOHAJICSA, B34AJI OOeXKOYy
C KpOBaTH 1 Ha4daJl O0eBaTbCA:

— [Muroy.
— bocec.
Ycneimas ero ronoc, [IUToy 3a ABEPHIO TUXO BOIIE].

— ITomoru MHe 3aBsi3aTh Bonock! — B3siB B pyku 00pyy ans Boioc, Cy 2KoMy meiiCTBUTENTBHO HE
yMeJI 3aBsI3bIBaTh BOJIOCHL, 3TO Bcerpa menan lluroy.

— Xoportmo. — IIuToy, IMsIAs Ha TeMHbIe KPYTH TOf TJla3aMu CBOeTro 60cca, TOHSJ, YTO OH IIJIOXO0
cmaj. BeromuHasi, Kak BCIO HOYb CHIYIIaJI, YTO MPOUCXOOUT B COCEOHEH KOMHATE, OH YIIRIOHYIICS. —
Bocc, TH ceromus HOYLI0 OLLI 0OCOOEHHO CUJIEH.

— Cxaxelrb ellle OfHO CJIOBO, U 51 0TpPexXy Tebe g3kK. — BpocuB Ha Hero Koco B3rmnsan, Cy 2Komy
pas3fgpaXxeHHO CKa3asl. — OTOT [lapeHsb, KaK BCeraa, ornagaeT He B TY TOUKY.

]_HI/ITOY CBEIKUIICS OT ero CJIoB, 60/IbIlle HE 0CMEJTUBASICH TOBOPHUTH, B34 PAaCUECKY U Ha4dall
3aBsA3bIBATE €MY BOJIOCHI.

Cnyru u ciyzaHKu OBICTPO BoULTH, YTOOH yOpaTh KoMHaTy, Cy 2KoMy 1oen 1 HUKyna He IOIIel,
ynoOHO YCTPOUBIIUCE B Kpeciie-Kadanke. Houb, mpoBefileHHAsl B MyKax, TaK yTOMUIa €ro, YTO OH MOT
3aCHYTb, IPOCTO 3aKPHIB I'JIa3a.

XoTst 0H ObIJT 0YEHDb YCTABUINM, 3aKPHIB I'Jla3a, OH CHOBA YBUIE CLIEHBI UX ITPOIJIOH HOYH,
TepeIyieTeHHbIe CTOHbI, KPeNKre 00bsATUS, €T0 COH TO IIPUXOMAUII, TO YXOMIHUIL.

He cyMmeB 3acHYTb, OH YCIIBIIIa, KaK IOOOIIeN YIpaBisaomuii. [a14 Ha HacJegHUKA, OTABIXAIOIIET0
B TEHU JePeBa, OH BCIIOMHHUJI CJI0BA CBOETO XO3SMHA CETONHS YTPOM, ¥ Ha €ro JIAIE TOSBUIIACh
yneiOka. Kak xopoto! Temeps y ero xo3sinHa €CTh KTO-TO, KTO 0 HeM 3a00THTCS, ¥ HO4YM O0Jbille He
OyoyT TaKUMU OMUHOKHUMH, 3aMIOJTHEHHEIMU YTEHUEM HOKIIafIOB.

— Hacnennuk, rocnogus Mo u ero gpy3bs IPULIIN.

— O, 3aueM? — OTKpHIB '71a3a, Cy 2KoMy JIeHUBO IIOCMOTPETT Ha HET0. — JTHU IIapHU, 3a4eM OHU
IPULIIY TaK paHo? X0Ts cerdac yxkKe IO0JIIeHb.



— EcTecTBeHHO, YTOOHI IMO3APAaBUTh BaC C Ha3HAYEHUEM Ha JOJIZKHOCThE JUPEKTOPA. — YHpaBJIHIOU.II/Ifl
y_TIbI6Hy'J'IC$I, KITaHASACh, €T0 I'lia3a CUAIIN OT PAJOCTH.

He cka3zas sToro, Cy }KOMy MIOYTH 3205, YTO BYepa OH CTaJl TUPEKTOPOM.

Xa... ITpu MeICcTIH 00 9TOM OH HEBOJILHO YCMEXHYJICS, TAKOU XyJIUTaH, KaK OH, MOT CTaTh JUPEKTOPOM,
HEeYIUBUTENBHO, YTO cTapelmuHa 0¥ cHOBa ymas B 00MOPOK.

— Kcratn, yto nmpou3somuino B 3ane Briciiel 'apMoHuy Buepa?

— ITo cmoBam Haub KO, MUHHCTPH CTOSINIM Ha KOJIEHSX 10 TEMHOTHI, UMIIEPATOP TaK U HE BHIIIEI,
4yTOOBI B3TJITHYTh Ha HUX, ¥ UM IIPUIIIOCH CAAThCS. [19Tepo MUHUCTPOB yIIanad B 00MOPOK, KOTa
BBIXOMWJIM, TI0X02KE, BCe MPOCTYOUIUCE. iMIepaTop ¥ BOOBCTBYIOILIAS UMIIePaTPHUIla Cpa3y xKe
OTIIPABUJIM Bpaueyd ¥ MeIUKOB B UX OMa [IJIsS JIeYeHUSsI, a TaK¥Ke IOJapuId MHOT'O LIeHHBIX JIEKapCTB.
MUHUCTPHI, BUAS, YTO HE MOTYT U3MEHUTD PellleHre UMIIepaTopa, eCTECTBEHHO, O0JIbIle He
OCMeJIMBAJIUCh HarIeTh, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, Y UMIIepaTOpa TOXeE €CTh CBOU ITPEMEIHL.

— Ecnu g BEIAAY, OHU, BEPOSTHO, 3aKUAAI0T MEHS SUllaMu. — JTU MUHUCTPHI, €CJIU UMIIEPATOP
IIpUKa3biBaeT MOAaHHEIM YMEpPeTh, OHU NOJIKHE yMepeTh! TeM Oollee TakKoe MajleHbKOe pellleHue,
OHY [EVCTBUTEJIBHO AYMAIOT, YTO, IIPOCTO CTOS Ha KOJEHSX, MOTYT U3MEHUTH MBIC/IU UMIIEpaTOpa.

— Ounu nocmetot! Ecnii 0HM HAuHYT OYHTOBaTh, 3TO Oy[ieT HEyBaxKeHHeM K UMIIEPATOPY, KOTHa BHI
IIOTIPaBUTECH, OHU OyOyT 00s13aHBI HAa3hBaTh Bac AupeKkTopoM Cy.

YrpaBnsiomuii CYUTal, YTO C TAKUMU JTIOIbMU MX HACTIEOHUK CIIPaBUTCS 6e3 mpobieM, eMy He 0 4eM
0ECIIOKOUTHCH.

— Bocc, 60occ.
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