Ero BHy4YKa, cyns 1o ciayxaM, Obllla TPy CMEPTH, ¥ UMIIepaTop M3[all yKas3, pa3pellnB eMy HaBeCTHUTh
eé Bo Bopue. [T03TOMY, €jBa 3aKOHUUB YTPEHHUM IIPHUeM, OH IIEPEKYCUI Ha CKOPYIO PYKY U
OTIIPABUJICS BO IBODELL.

Bckope Be cinyKaHKU IIPOBENIU €ro BO ABopel LIvHHYUH, rae npoxuBana [IparoueHHas Cynpyra
CsHb.

Mapxku3 Yxk3Hb091 BOIIET B TePeNHUN 3ajl U YBUIE, KaK K HeMY BBIIIIA TUYHAS CITy>KaHKa ero
BHYYKHU. JTY CIIyKaHKY OH caM BhIOMpasi, KOTa BHy4YKa BIIepPBHIE BOIIUIa BO aBopell. OHa Oblyia
Hafe2kKHOW ¥ BEPHOW TTOMOIITHUIIEH.

CnyxxaHKa [IOfOIUIa K HEMY U CJleTKa IIOKJIOHUIIACK.
— Mapkus, 7o6poro 3mopoBks. ['0CcIoxka KAET BaC BO BHYTPEHHUX TOKOSX.
— Xoporo. Kak noxuBaeT rocrnoxa?

C Tex 10p, KaK OH IOJIYYHUII MMCbMO, €r0 Ceplle He HaXOOuI0 MOKO0s. [ToKa OH He YBUAUT BHYYKY
CBOMMH TJIa3aMH, TPEBOTA He OTmycKasa ero. C Tex 1mop, KakK OHa BOIIIA BO JBOPEI], OHa HUKOTMa He
0oresna Tak CePbe3HO, ¥ 3TO BREI3BIBAJIO Y HETO OECIIOKOMCTRO.

— Mapkwus3, moxXanyicTa, CIegyiTe 3a MHOM, — CKa3aJla CTy2KaHKa, TIOYTUTENIbHO PO BIEpPe],
YTOORI ITPOBECTH €T0 BO BHYTPEHHUE ITOKOH.

Mapku3 1nocnenoBat 3a CIyXKaHKOM B IIOKOU CBOel BHy4YKH. [lepecTynuB opor, OH 3aMep B
U3yMJIEHUY, YBULEB BHYUKY, CUASIIYIO Ha KPOBATH C PYMSIHBIM JIUIIOM.

Pa3Be oHa He JoKHa OBITH cCephe3HO 00bHA? UTO MPOUCXOOUT?

— Yro CJ'IY‘-II/IJ'IOCB? Pa3Be B He ObLUIH CEPBE3HO OOIBHBI? — MapKI/I3 MIOAOIIeNT K Hel, B I'la3ax BCe
€elle YuTajaCh TPEeBOra.

,E[paroueHHa;{ CyIIpyra CsHB 2KeCTOM BeJiefia CIIYy2KaHKe II0OaTh Yau U C TPYCTBIO IIOCMOTPETIA Ha
Hero.

— J:[eJIYU.IKa, YCHOKOI;ITGCB, s He OonbHA. A IIPOCTO IIOIIPOCHTIa CBOETO JOBEPEHHOI'O0 Bpda4da COO0IIHUTD
HMIIEPATOPY, 4YTO A 00s1bHA, YTOORI BHI CMOTJIM HABECTUTh MEHS.

— A, BOT KaK, — CKa3ajl MapKK3, YCIIOKOUBIIKChH, U CEJI PAOOM C Hel, CMOTPS Ha Hee C HeJOyMeHUEeM.
— TrI Tak Hamyrana cBoio 6abyIIKYy.

— Kak moxuaet 6abymrka? OHa mompaBuiack? B TOT meHb 5 X0Tella caMa BEPHYThCS, HO UMIIePaTop
BHE3aITHO BLI3BAJI MEHS, ¥ KOT'/la 51 OTIIPaBHIa ITOJapKy, MHE CKa3aJld, YTO CBafieOHbIN OaHKET yKe
3aKoHYUIICA. [leqyIiKa, 4YTO IPOU3OIIIO0?

— T'oBopsr, Lisiub Cy yMep Ha cBafebHOM OaHKeTe. [lemylIKa, 4YTO CIIyYUIOCE?

VcnbimaB 9T0, MapKU3 B3MOXHYII ¥ paccKasall 060 BCeM, YTO MPOK3OIIINIO, B €r0 roJioce 3Bydara
SIPOCTb.

— Xwm! 3mech SIBHO 3aMelllaH 3TOT YOII0MOK. [lefyIiKa, Ml HE MOXKEeM OCTaBUTh 3TO TaK, —
IparomenHas cynpyra CsiHb OblJla BHE ce0s OT THeBa, B I'Jla3ax ee YuTajach 37106a.

— IlaBaii He GymeM roBopuTh 06 3TOM ceitdac. Tl TPUTBOPHUIACH OOJIbHOM, YTOOR! 5 IIPUIIIET BO



nBopet. Y Te0s BO3HUKIIM KaKue-TO TPYTHOCTH?

[Tpo1io yxke monMecsiia, ¥ TOBOpUTh 06 3ToM Terneps Gecrnonie3no. Ceitgac oH 60JbIlle BCETO XOTE
y3HaTh, IOYEMY OHA IIPUTBOPHUIIACH OOJIbHOM, YTOOR OH MPHIIIENT BO ABOpell. C ee XxapaKTePOM, 3TO
IOTKHO OBLIO GBITH YTO-TO CEPLE3HOE.

IparorenHas cynpyra CsiHb TOPbKO CTTIOTHYJIa ¥ 6€CIIOMOIITHO TIOCMOTpPea Ha Hero.
— [enyuika, s... 1 yXe IMOATroaa He Oblyla TpU3BaHa K KMIIePaTopy.

— Y10?! — Mapkus ¢ u3ymMJIeHUEeM IIOCMOTPEJTI Ha Hee, He Bepsi CBOUM ylIaM. — ThI XO4elllb CKa3arTh,
YTO C TeX II0P, KaK TH 3a0epeMeHena, uMIepaTop 0oJbllle He MpUTriaman Teds K cebe?

— IIa, — xuBHYyJa [IparoueHHas cynpyra CsaHb, Ha ee JIUIle YuTanach obuga. — Tak KakK 3TO OBLI
IIePBHIM BHYK, 4Yepe3 YeThipe Mecslla BOoBCTByOIas UMIlepaTpUIla 3allpeTujia MHe IToCelaTh
“MIIlepaTopa, omacasch, YTO 3TO MOXKET HaBpPeOUTh HacJaedHUKY. Ho mpoIIio yxKe IOYTH ABa Mecslla
C TeX I0P, KaK 5 pofuiia, a UMIepaTop BCe ellle He IIpUriamaeT MeHs.

BoT moueMy oHa 3amaHuKOBaja. ECy Tak MPOOOIKUTCS, OHA OeHCTBUTENILHO MOXKET ITOTEPSTh
0J1arOCKJIOHHOCTE.

He Bupst mpyroro BEIXO[a, OHA IPUTBOPHUIACH OOJILHOM, YTOOH MeAyIlKa HAaBECTHII ee U IIOMOT HalTH
peleHue.

— Yro nmpoucxogut? — MapkKu3 CMOTpeN Ha Hee ¢ HemoBepueM. Ero BHyYKa, Oymyuu [IparoneHHoOn
CYTIPYTOM, TaK OOJNTro He Oblla IpU3BaHa K UMIIEPATOPy, ¥ HUKTO He COOOIIHI eMy 00 3TOM.

— ITocne pogoB Most TabnuYyKa CHOBa ObINa BHICTABIIEHA, HO 3TA HaloxkHUIA JIo, He 3HAI0 OTKY[a,
OBJIafiesla KCKYCCTBOM COOTIa3HEHMSI, U UMIIEPATOP CTaJl IPOBOOUTL HOUM y Hee. Bosee Toro, Bo
IBOpIlE TTOSBUIOCh HECKOJIBKO HOBBIX KpacaBHll, U UMIIEPaTOP PeKo IocellaeT BHYTPEHHNE TI0OKOH,
3aHSATHIM TOCYylapCTBEHHBIMY ieJlaMU. B UTOTe OH Tak U He IPUIIEN KO MHe, U S 3allaHHKOBaJa.

PomguB epBOro ChiHa UMIIEPATOPA, OHA YYBCTBOBAJIA Ce0s YBEPEHHO, HO M3-3a 3TOU CUTYAIUH C
HOYHBIMU [€KYPCTBAMHU OHA CTaJjla IIOCMEIIUINEeM CPeIHy XKEHIIUH IBOPIa, ¥ 9TO HE MOTJIO He
0ECIIOKOHUTH ee.

Mapxkus 0wy etrfe 6ojiee 00eCIIOKOeH, HO 10 APYTOM IPUYHHe.
— Ckaxu MHe, BHYYKa, TH HCII0JIb30Bajla IEKapCTBO, KoTopoe s Tebe mam?

Ha camowm fene, Bormpoc 6bl1 u3nuinHuM. Pa3 oHa He Oblna IpH3BaHa K KMIIepaTopy, KakK OHa MOrJja
€ro HCII0JIb30BaTh?

Kak 1 0XKuganock, ero cjioBa BhI3BaJId Y HeEe HEJIOBKOCTL.

— Her.

['pynb MapKu3a cxKajach, U OH B3TOXHYII.

— He BonHyiics, s mpuayMalo, 4To caenaTh. [103:Ke s TOroBOPIO0 C UMIIEPATOPOM, & THI IIOATOTOBLCS.

YcnpiaB ero obellalye, TUI0 HparoueHHoﬁ CyInpyru CsaHb 03apHUJIOCh PaJOCThIO, X OHa C
BOJIHEHHEM IIOCMOTpEJIa Ha HETO.



— Cmacu6o, megyuka.

— Yto 3a rioynoctu? Ho 6ynb ocTopokHee. Bo3MOXKHO, UMIIepaTOp CTajl ollacaThCs HAC, II03TOMY Tak
¢ ToOO¥ IOCTYNHUII. BO3MOXKHO, 3TO IPOCTO IIPeAyNnpexaeHue Ajs Te0s U Hallero goMa.

— ¢ moHMMar0, menyIka, s 6yoy ocTopoxkHa, — [IparomenHas cymnpyra CsHb 06J1eTYeHHO B3[JOXHYIIA,
pa3BesiB CBOM TPEBOTH, U Ha ee XOJIOMHOM JIHIle MOSIBUIIACH ybiOKa. — [lefyIiKka, OCTaHbTECH Ha
o0en. XaHb IIOYTH IIPOCHYJICS, IYCTh OH TOXKe YBUOUT Bac, YTOOHI He 3a0bLI Bac.

Mapku3 mokaydai rojioBoi U BCTaJl.

— Her, g yxe moen goMma. IMnepartop, BeposiTHO, ceiidac B iMnepaTopckoM KaOuHeTe, 5 IOUAY
Tyza.

— Torpa s mpoBoxKy Bac? — [IparouenHas cynpyra CsiHb BCTanla, yIs0asCh.

— He HyXKHO, TOCIT0XKa, NTyd4Ille TPOBEPhTE, Kak IOKKUBAET Balll CHIH. ECIT Bac MpU30BYT K
MMIIepPaTopPy, TOATOTOBLTE BCE 3apaHee U IOPYYHUTe 9TO JOBEPEHHEIM ClTyKaHKaM, YTOOH n30exkKaTh
po6ieM.

— He BomHyiiTecs, menyika, s 3Haio, — JIparomenHas cynpyra CsiHb KHBHYJIA U THXO CKa3asa.
3aTeM OHa caMa ITPOBOAMIIA MapKu3a, U, Habmomas, Kak OH YXOOUT, 3agyMaiach.

— l'ocmoxka, ecnu MapKu3 CKa3aJl, YTo Bce OyIOeT X0pollo, 3Ha4YuT, Tak 1 OymeT. MiMmepaTop JoJKeH
yBaXkaTh €T0, — ee CIIykKaHKa, CTOS PSIOM, C PAJOCThIO CKa3asa.

Ycneias 3to, [IparonesHas cynpyra CaHb HEBOJIBHO YIBIOHYIACE.

— KoneuHo, filefiyliKa — BazKHBIM CAHOBHUK, ¥ UMIIEPATOP HE MOXKET He CUUTATLCS C HUM.
BepHeMcsi, TpoBepyM, IPOCHYJICS I MO CHIH. [T0oAT0TOBbTE BCE 3apaHee, IIPU3LIB, BEPOSTHO,
COCTOUTCS B ONIMKaNUIIKEe HOYUH.

— Hamra rocnoxa geiCTBUTENBHO YOAYIMBa, — CIIyKaHKa, TOJepKUBas ee, TUX0 3aCMesiiack.

— KoneuHo, — [IparoinienHas cynpyra CsiHb B3TJISHYJa Ha He00, C TOPIOCTRIO yIbI0asich, U
HampaBujlach B KOMHATY CBOETO ChIHA.

CBeT/Iblil IeHb, TEIJIBE COTTHEYHbIE JIyYX UTPUBO IPOHUKAJIN Yepe3 pe3Hbe OKHA, PACCHINAsiCh 10
nonty. [IparouenHas cynpyra CsiHb, HaClTafUBIINCh UMIIEPATOPCKON 61aroCKIIOHHOCTHIO, MEITIEHHO
npocHynack. Ee HexkHas Koxka Oblyla yChIlIaHa KPaCHBIMU OTMETHHAMMU, U, KacasiCh ellle TeIIon
TIOAYIIKY, OHa yibIbanack OT cyacThs. [Iociie TOro Kak genyIika yuies, Be4epoM MPHUIIIeN yKa3s, YTo
MMIIEpaTop ocTaHeTcs BO gBoplle LlunHuH. OOpafoBaHHAas, OHA 3apaHee BCe IOATOTOBUIIA.

W meliCTBUTENBHO, IPOILJION HOUbI0 UMIIEPATOP OB TOH00eH TUTPY, 3aCTaBIISAS €€ UCIILITHIBATh
6maxkeHcTBO. [Ipu MBIcM 06 3TOM ee ybeIOKa cTaa elne criaige. CyKaHKa BOIIa, TUXO PA3OBUHYB
3aHaBeCKH, U, YBULEB CBOIO I'OCIIOXKY, CUSIOIIYIO OT CYACThs, TOXKe YIEIOHYIach.

— TTo3gpaBnsiioo, TOCIIOXKa, BRI CHOBA B MUJIOCTH.

MepnieHHO TTOMHSBIIKCH, OHA 3aMETHJIA, YTO ee TeJIo, Momo0Hoe CHETY, OBITIO MMOKPHITO ClleflaMu
CTPACTH, BHI3bIBAsE CMYTHBIE MBICIIH. JIEHUBO MTOMHSB rONOBY, [IparomneHHas cynpyra CsHb OBUTaach
C Tpallien.



— [IpurotoBbTe MHE BaHHY.
— Crnymarocs.
CnyXkaHKa [IOYTUTEJIHHO BHIIIIA ¥ BCKOPE BePHYJIAach C BeIpaMu BOJIHL.

[Tocne BaHHH [IparonenHas cynpyra CsiHb OBICTPO IT03aBTPaKasla, ¥ B 3TOT MOMEHT CJIy2KaHKa BOIIIJIa
C KOpoOKOii, B KOTOPOM JIezKajla MHCKa 0CBEXKAIOIIEero OTBapa U3 KUCJION CIIUBHL.

— TI'ocmoxka.

— Xoporro, — [IparouieHHas cynpyra CsgHb B3TJISIHYJIa Ha MUCKY C OTBApOM, U B ee Tjla3aXx M0sSBUIaCh
ropuenuBas yiael0Ka. 3aTeM OHa JocTajla U3 pykKaBa (pJlakoH ¥ aKKypaTHO BBUIMIIA €JUHCTBEHHYIO
TabNeTKy B OTBap. B3sB I0XKKY, OHa TIIaTEJILHO pa3Mellasa, ToKa JIeKapCTBO He PaCTBOPHUIIOCH
TIOJTHOCTBIO, ¥ JIETKUY apOMaT HaIOJIHUIT BO3OYX.

Cnapko ynbifasick, OHA HacllaXkaanach apoMaToM, ¥ B €€ TJla3aX YUTAJI0Ch TOPKECTBO.
— Tlocme ceromHSIIHEr0 [HS, KaKas U3 XEeHIIWH ABOPIla CMOXKET CO MHOM COTIEPHUYATh?
Te, KTO He POOUII IETEH, ellle HUYETo, HO Te, KTO POOUJI, IIYCTh He XKaJlyIoTCs.

— IloiimeM, — BCTaB U IIOIIPaBUB PyKaBa, [paroneHHas cynpyra CsiHb yBePEHHO HallpaBUiIach K
BBLIXO[IY.

Y NMnepaTopckoro kabuHeta [Iparouenuyio cynpyry CssHb oCTaHOBUII €BHYX FOii.
Epnyx [O# B3rsiHy Ha KOPOOKY € e[oH, KOTOPYIO Heclla ClTyXKaHKa.

— l'ocmioxa, He BOBpPEMI. I/IMr[epaTop " IIPUHIT ,]:[yaHb cenygac COBEIAIOTCsA BHYTPH, U, BEPOATHO, HE
CMOTYT IIPUHATE BacC.

Ox, KaK He BOBpeMs. YCJIBIIIaB 3TO, B IMla3ax [paroueHHol cynpyru CsiHb MEJTbKHYIA SPOCTh.
[TpoknsaTee! Eciu Gb1 Buepa Be4epoM UMITepaTop He COUTI ee C TONKY, el OBl He ITPUIIIOCh TPUXOOUTh

CIOZla CEeTrOomHSI.
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