— JTOT mapeHsb, s MOKaXKy eMy, Kak Hamo cebs Bectu! Korpa s BepHYCh CeromHs, s OTIPABIIIOCH BO
IBOpel, 4TOOk BCTPETUTHCS C UMIIEPATOPOM. 1 00s3aTeNIbHO IIPEerofgaM eMy YPOK.

YcnpimaB 3to, Cy 2Komy yaeIOHYIICS elrle Iupe, TTOTHSIB OOUH Iajlell, JaBasi MOHSATh: «Thl CEPhE3HO?».
— Cro ngu? Xopoto, s KyIJIio. ITOT 06CCOBECTHBINM HETOO M, TH ellle M0Kaleelllb.

— Ommbaeurscsa, — Cy 2KoMmy mokadan ronoBoii. — CrapedmrHa FO#, fecaTh THICIY NSH!

KeMm on cebs cuutaetr? Cto ngH 3a ero pabory? MeuTtaTh!

— Yro THI cKa3an?! THL... THL... — OECSTh THICSAY JITH! OTOT Mep3aBel! ITOT Mep3aBelr! JIydiie Gkl OH
orpabun 6aHK!

Crapenmrsa FOu gpoxalllym majablieM yKa3all Ha Hero, 3aTeM ero Ijia3a 3aKaTUJIUCh, U OH II0TePsI
CO3HAaHUe.

— CrapeimuHa HOii! — [lutoy, yBULEB, YTO OH yIiaj, MOCIEIINUI IOAHATh ero.

B utore Crapeiimvny IO BelHeCIu U3 pe3ufeHIuY KH434 [lyaHs, U Ha CIeqyIlINui JeHb CIIyXU O
TOM, YTO OH OBLT [OBeeH 10 00MOPOKa HaCJIeGHUKOM, PAaCIIPOCTPAHUIIUCE 110 BCEU CTONHULIE.
Penyrauus Cy KoMy Oblyla OKOHYATeJIbHO UCIIOPYEHa.

Opuaxko s HacnenHuKa Cy 9TO He UMeJI0 HUKAKOro 3HaYeHHUs.

B Mmnepatopckom KabuHeTe CioaHb U3 cumes ¢ HAXMYPEeHHBIM TUIloM, Habmogas 3a CTaperdumHoMn
KOeM, KOTOpPEIY, efiBa BOMIs, Hayal pPhIlaTh, KaK OyATO C HUM CIIYYMUIIOCH YTO-TO yKacHoe. Co
CTOPOHBI MOTJIO IT0OKA3aThCs, YTO C caMUM MMIepaTopoM ciy4dusoch 0efa, CyAs 10 BEIpaXKeHUIo NIl
CTapEUIINHEL.

— Bamre BennuecTBo, MHE CTBIDHO CMOTPETH JTIOMISIM B TJIa3a. ITO BEIMOTaTeNbCTBO! AGComoTHOE! —
Crapetmuna O, BcrmoMuHas BUepalHuil feHb, 6unn cebs B IPyab, €ro JUI0 OBIJI0 KCKaKEeHO
OTYasTHUEM.

Croanb Ys CMOTPEII Ha HETO C TOJIOBHOM 00JIBIO, HE 3HAS, UTO CKa3aTh.

— Kxe... Crapetimuna FO0#, 0H BEIpoC B MUpe OPOAST, TO3TOMY HEKOTOPEIE BEIH [iJig Hero 6oee
peasnbHBL. Ho 9TO NuIlb MOKa3blBaeT €0 UCKPEHHOCTE.

— HckperHOCTB! — ycmbimas 370, Ctapeumusa Ou uyyTh He NOONIPHITHYN. — Bame Benuuectso,
ecnu OBl BB HE TTOAAIMCh YTOBOpaM BOOBCTBYIOIIEN UMIIEPATPUIIBI U ITO3BOIUIIY OBl MHE 00y4YaTh
€r0 HeCKOJIbKO MeCSIIeB, pa3Be OH OblJT Obl TAKUM HeBeXK/IMBBIM? Pa3Be OH ObIT OBl TAKUM
HeOnaromapHeIM? 4 CTapIvii, OH 3aCTAaBUJI MEHS XKIaTh IIOUTH Yac, I AyMaJll, OH JIeHCTBUTEIHHO
3aHAT. Ho 9TOT ero TajaHT BEIMOTATEeIbCTBA — 3TO UCKPEHHOCTH? HeT, 9T0 mpocTo 6€CCOBECTHOCTS.
9ToMy Hesb34 IoTakaTh! — BCKouuB, CTapermrHa KOU SpOCTHO 3aKpuyall.

Croanp Yo, riaps Ha ero mobefHeBIIee JTUI0, 00SIICS, YTO OH CHOBA ymafeT B 00MOPOK.
— CrapeumuHa i, 3a4eM Tak 3MUThHCAI? Kak BaM KaXKeTCs, 9TOT YePTeK OeUCTBUTEIbHO XOPOII?
Ero cimoBa HEMHOT0 YCIIOKOUJIA CTapeuIInHY.

— [la, oH Xopol.



— Bot BuguTe. KauecTtBo cTtoutT gener. C AOPEBHUX BPEMEH HACTOSAIIWE TAJIAHTEI HUKOI'Ta HE
CO3daBaJid CBOHU IIEOEBPEI HAPOM.

Crapenuraa FOu 3aMep, He 3HasI, 4YTO OTBETHUT.
— Ho MBI n3Ha4aNbHO HE NOTOBAapPUBAIUCh O IEHbrax.

— Ho oH u He roBopuI, 4TO 3T0 OecmnaTHO, — mpomomkuil CioaHb U3, BUIS, YTO THEB CTAPEUIITHHEI
HEMHOTO YTHX.

— Bame BennuecTBo, BBl XOTUTE CKa3aTh, YTO g NOJIXKEH 3allJIaTUTh €My TaKyl0 CyMMYy? — ero rojoc
HavaJl MOBHIIIATHCS, TOTOBHIM B30PBAThCS.

Croanp Y5 He KUBHYJI U He ITI0Ka4daJj r0JIOBOM.
— CrapeumuHa i, g cripaliiiBa Bac: XOTUTE JIX BBl 9TOT YEPTEXK?

— KoneuHO, — cTapellHa cpa3y e KUBHYJI. TaKou XOpOIInY OU3aiH OH JEeUMCTBUTENILHO XOTeJl, HO
3TO HE CTOUT JecAaTH ThicSY saH! JIydie Ok OH orpabun 6aHK.

— Bot u Bce. Brl nmaTuTe, ¥ OH JaeT BaM YEePTEX.
Croanb s cumTar, 4TO 3TO IPOCTasi CUTyallus, He TpeOyolas TaKUX CII0KHOCTEH.

— Ho... Bamre BenudyecTBo, BB He TOHKMaeTe. OTO He BOIIPOC IeHeT, 3TO BOIIPOC XapakTepa. Baie
BennuecTBo, Ha 9TOT pa3 B JOIKHEI IepegaTh ero MHE, YTOOH I CMOT MCIPABUTh 9TOTO Herogss. S
He Bepio, 4TO II0f MOMM PYKOBOJCTBOM OH OCTQHETCS TaKUM yInpsMbeIM. — CrapeimuHa i ogyman,
YTO ecyu OBl 3TO OBIT €T0 CHIH, OH OBl y2K€e yMEp OT SIPOCTH, a He CTOSIJI 3[eCh, CIIOPSI C UMIIEPATOPOM.

CroaHp Y5 ycrblIan ero ¥ He COrjlaCcuscs.

— CrapeimuHa i, BE DOMXKHEI MIOHUMAaTh. HacTosue 1eneBprl CTOSAT JOPOro. BcmoMuuTe,
CKOJIbKO CTOUJIM OPEBHUE KAapPTUHEI, IECATKY THICSY JISTH, ¥ JIIOAU CYUTAIN 3TO CIPaBeIINBHIM.

Ins Cioanb Y3 9T0 medCTBUTENIBLHO He OblI0 mpobaemoi. OH He TOHUMAJ, TI0YeMY CTapeHIIrHa Tak
mepexuBaer.

— Baime BenuuecTBo, s Befib OB €r0 yUUTENEM, IIYCTh ¥ BCET0 OfUH AeHb. Kak TOBOPUTCS, ONUH
IeHb YUUTENSI — YYUTEeIb Ha BCIO XKU3Hb. FIMes Takue OTHOIIEHUS, OH TPpeOyeT [ecsATh THICAY JISH,
3TO MPOCTO GeccepmeyHo.

9TOT MapeHb MPOCTO HEXOPOIIUY YeI0BEK!

Croasb Yo, rnsaas Ha ero BO3MYIIEHHOE JIUI0, YyTh He 3aKaTuJl riia3a. Oka3elBaeTCs, CTapeulnHa
cuuTaeT cebs ero HaCTaBHUKOM U X0YeT IOJIyYUTh YepTexk OecliaTHO.

MoXKHO CKa3aTh, UTO 3Ta Hfes B Irlla3axX HaclegHUKa — II0IHas epyH[a.

— ¥ MeHs ecTb Cc110c0o0 CIIPaBUTHCS C HUM, — OTKUHYBIIKCH HA TPOH, UMIIEPATOP YIBIOHYIICS C
XUTPOU YCMEIIKOH.

Pasbspennni Ctapeiimuta KO naxke He 3aMeTUIT 3TOHN YITBIOKH.

— Bame BenmuecTBo, npoury, pacckaxute, — Crapetimuna KO# 3aropercs, 3a0bB 0 CBOUX xKayobax.



— Ouenb mpocTo: He OepuTe ero yepTexk. Torga OH He HOCTUTHET CBOeH 1enu. B MUHUCTEPCTBE
paboT MHOXKECTBO TaJIaHTOB. f He Bepio, YTO HUKTO HE CMOXKET CPABHUTHCS C HUM.

— 9T0... — c/0oBa uMIepaTtopa 3actaBunu Crapermuny FOg 3agymatscs. OH IBHO He 0XKUAAJ TaKOT0
pemtenusi. — Bamre BenudecTBo, ST BUeNl YePTEXKK BCEX MAaCTepoB MUHUCTEPCTBa PaboT, U OHU MHE
HpaBunuch. Ho mocne Toro, Kak s yBumes paboty HacnegHuka Cy, OHE KaXXyTCSI MyCOPOM.

— Ecnu BeI 3HaeTe, 4TO ero paboTa ydlle, HO He XOTUTe IIaTuTh, CrapeimuHa i, Kak s MOTy
IIOMOYb BaM?

— 9T0... — B 9TOT MOMeHT CraperuirHa KOU MOHAT, YTO UMIIepaTOpP BEPHYII ero K Hadany. Ero
YBEPEHHOCTH MTHOBEHHO HCY€e3a.

Ho mecsATh THICSY JISIH 3@ YepTeXk — 3TO IPOCTO rpabek. BHYTpeHHASI TOPAOCTh CTaPEUIITNHEL HE
II03BOJISITIa €MY TIPUHSTE 3TO.

B pesupeniuu kusa34 [Oyans Cy 2Komy cupen B Kpeciie, [ep:a KUCTb, C YIBIOKOM Ha JTHlle Hca
nucbMo. Papom [IuToy ycepaHO pacTupal Tylllb, @ 9PX0 ApeMall B KOPULope, YCTaBIIUK.

3aKOHYMB MKUCATh, OH TOTHS ITUCHEMO, BRICYLINT YepHUIIA. Ero moyepk, KOTOPHIM OH ITPAKTUKOBA
BCEro [IBa rofia, ObII IOCPEOCTBEHHBIM, KOHEYHO, OH He MOT CPABHHUTHCS C UISITHEIM cTuneM CioaHb

[3m.
3aBepIIuB, OH aKKyPaTHO IIPUBS3ajl IUCHMO II0J] KPBIIO IPX0, YTOOB OHO HEe MPOMOKJIO TIOT TOKIEM.
— OpX0, — IPX0 XOOUJI Nepef HUM, BpeEMS OT BpEMEHHU LIEJIysl €r0 PYKY.

— Wpu, — nmornagus ero 1o ronose, Cy 2KoMy THX0 ckKa3ajl. Ipx0 ObIJT CUIBHBIM JIETYHOM, U 3TOT IIyTh
MJI1s1 HeTo OBbLT BCETO JIUIIb II0JTyTOPavYacOBBIM ITOJIETOM.

[I1rx... PAcKphIB KPBITbsI, IPX0 BHUIETEN B OKHO U MC4Ye3 B He0e, MPEeBPATUBIINCE B YEPHYIO TOUKY.

Tyk-Tyk. CHapyKu pa3gaics BeXKJIUBEIH CTYK, U B CJIEOYIOIIYI0 CEKYHY IIOCIIBIIIAJICS TOJI0C
YIIPaBIISIOIIETO.

— Hacnennuk, Mapku3 BaiaHb TpuObII.
— Xoporio, — BctaB, Cy 2Komy HampaBuJiCs HapyXy.

B rnaBHOM 3ane OysiH JIsiH CIOKOWHO TIHIT Yal, U, YBUAEB €T0, Ha ero 00BI'YHO HEBO3MYTHMOM JTHIIE
MIOSIBUJIACH JIETKas YIbIOKa.

— Hacnennuk, n3BUHUTE 32 0ECIIOKOMCTBO.

— Kaxoe 6ecriokoicTBo, Mapku3 BaliaHb, BE TOJIBKO YTO BCTYIHIM B OIKHOCTE U YK€ COBEPIIUIIN
TIOJBUT. — JTOT MapKu3 BaliaHb OBIJT COBCEM He TI0X0XK Ha CBOEro oTija. OH ObIT PEeNIUTeIbHEIM,
OBICTPBIM M CITOKOHMHBIM, HACTOSIIUM TajdaHTOM. HeymuuTenpHO, uTo CroaHb 1131 Bcerma BHICOKO
IIeHUIT ero. Temeps 3TO CTao elle 60jiee OUeBHUIHEIM.

— HacnenHuK, 3aueM BHI ITI03BaJIM MEHS?

— Croasnb L[3I/I IIOPYyYHUJI MHE IIepeaaTh BaM 3TO IIMCbMO, — BBEIHYB U3 PYKaBad IINCEMO, Cy }KOMY
rnepepnan ero.



OysH JIsiH, BHUMAaTEIbHBIM, KaK BCerfa, He MPOIYyCTUI TEIJIOTH B €ro Tojioce, KOraa OH YIIOMSHYIT
Croans 1131, HO He ITOKa3aJl YOUBJIEHUs, IPOCTO CIPSATaB IUCHEMO B PyKaB. 3aTeM OH ocMoTpesn Ha Cy
XKowmy.

— Hacnennuk, BB He BUOEJIN MJIAOIIEro X03suHa qoma Hu?

Bo Bpems mocnenHel BCTPeYy OH 3aMETHII, YTO 3TOT YeJIOBEK 3HAKOM C HacmegHukoM Cy, u OHU
Obltu 671u3KM, Kak 6paThs. OH He 0XKUaJ, YTO TaKOM XKeCTOKUY yeloBek, Kak Cy 2Komy, Mor
IPYXKUTh C KEM-TO HAaCTOJILKO ITPOCTONYLIHEIM, ¥ UX ApYK0a AJuiIach yxKe Ba rofa.

Kak 3Ty gBOE C TAaKUMU Pa3HBIMHU XapaKTepaMu MOIJIA y}KI/IBaTbCﬂ? Ecnu Ovl OH He BHEII 9TOTr0
CBOMMHMU I';la3aMH, OH OBl HE IIOBEPHUII.

— HO# Ta? YTo cryumnoch? — OTKMHYBIIHUCE HA CIMHKY Kpecna, Cy KoMy ¢ yiaei0Ko#M TOCMOTpesn Ha
HETo.

B nocnepHue mHY OH OB CAMIIKOM 3aHSAT U HaBHO He Bumen HO# [Ta. Heyxkenu oHU TOCCOPUITHCH?

— OH xX0Teqn IOMOYb MHE C dAHTHUKBAPUATOM, HO YK€ HECKOJIBKO OHEU ero He BUOHO. A Imogymalli, 9TO C
HHUM 4YTO-TO CJIYYHJIOCH, ¥ PEIINII CIIPOCUTE y BaC, HAaCII€JHUK.

— A, nonumaro. He BOJ'IHYI;ITGCL, C HUM BCe€ B IIOPsAOKE.
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