— IToBeps UM HET, HO YBUIUIIIL YeJI0BEKa — U BCE CTAHET SICHO.
IIBoe cenu B oBO3KY, u LIuToy, ynpasinss €0, ObICTPO CKPHIJICS B HOUHOX ThMe.

[Toporigsa k nepeynky Cemsu JIio, Cy KoMy ycibliian 3HaKOMBIN 3BYK UTPabHBIX KOCTEW, KPUKHU
CTaBOK ¥ a3apTHBIE BO3TJIaChl. OTO OBIIO €T0 IPUBEIYHOE OKPYKeHUe, 1, faxe He BRIXOMS U3
II0BO3KH, OH 3HaJI, HACKOJIbKO IIyMHO TaM ceidac.

— X03S5IMH, MBI TPUOBIITH.

[Tepeynok Cembu JIio GBI MECTOM, I'Tle COOMPAIUCh CaMble pa3HbIe JII0OU, B OCHOBHOM
ITPOCTOJTIONWHEI, CPeIX KOTOPHIX LIapuJiI Xaoc. [ToBciomy OBIIM UTOPHEIE I0OMa, a Ha y/IULAX CUAET!
XyJIUTaHBI, YTO [IeJIajo 3TO MecTo o 0oyu 3HakKoMbIM ayst Cy 2Komy.

311ec5 XKHWJIX B OCHOBHOM IIPOCTERIE JIIOOX, X KOT'Da OHM YBHUIEJIX, KaK Cy }KOMy B OOTaThIX omexnax
BBEIXOOUT M3 IIOBO3KH, BCE YCTPEMUIIN HAa HEr'o B3TJIAORI, IIOJIHBIE 3daBUCTH.

HGPGYJ'IOK OBIJT HEBEJIMK, ¥ HaWTH KOT'0-TO 3[eCh He COCTABJISIIIO TpyHoa. H.II/ITOY 3aMeTHJII CTaPUKa,
CUOAIIEro y 000YHHEI, ¥ BeXKJIMBO ITOHOIIEN K HEeMY.

— Jlemymika, CKaxKuTe, MoXKanyucTa, roe xKuBeT [la Xau?

[TockonbKy nepeynok 6bu1 HebonbmuM, [la Xa1, KOTOPHIM CMOT YCTPOUTHCS B MECTHOM KOHTOPE,
HaBepHsIKa OB U3BECTEH MHOTHM.

Kaxk 1 oxumganocs, CTAPHUK KUBHYII:

— Jla Xau? Bupguis gom non mepeBoM? OH KUBET TaM. ITOT IapeHb HEJaBHO HEBECTh KakK
pasborartes, BO3MOXKHO, Ceiyac KakK pa3 IbET.

— Briaropapio Bac, genylika.

[ITuToy, He OXKUIABILINI TAKOr0 OLICTPOTO OTBETA, C PAflOCTHIO T00IArofapuI CTapuka U BEpPHYJICS K
Cy 2Komy. OHU HalpaBUJIKChH BriTyOb IIepeyiKa, ITe CBeT poHapel ObUT TYCKIBIM, HO JOCTATOYHBIM,
yTOOBI BUAETH fopory. EIe He noWas [0 fepeBa, OHU YCIIBIIaI CMeX U3HYTPH.

Boligs B oM, OHU YBUAEN YETHIPEX MYyKYKH, KOTOPEIe BECEIO ITUJIH.

YBUIeB MOJIOOOTO YesloBeKa B POCKOIIHEIX OfeXKaX, BCe OHU IIePerIAHYJIACh U HEeBOJIbHO BCTaJIU.

— Kto 3mech Ia Xau?

[TuToy WarHyn Buepen ¥ TPOMKO CIIPOCHUIL.

Ero cnoBa 3acTaBuiu MyK4YUH 3aMepeTh, U ONUH U3 HUX, IIOJIHOBATHIM, C TPEBOTOY BHIIIE]T BIEPEN;:

— 4, rocnoguH. YeM MOTy CIIyXKUTh?

Cy KoMy BHUMAaTeIbHO OCMOTPe ero. YepTHl nuila ObUIM TPyOLIME, HO OH BHITJISIENI BECbMa XUTPHIM.
— TrI 3Haemb, 4TO TBOEro 6occa apecToBain?
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Omnako Cy 2KoMy CXBaTHJI €To0 3a IJIeYO0 U C CUIIOW IIBHIPHYT Ha CTEHY.

'myxoii yoap pa3garscs, Korfa Tejlo My>KUYMHEL Bpe3ajioch B CTEHy, a 3aTeM yIasio Ha 1noj. [la Xau,
[lepxach 3a IIJ1e4o, ¢ yxkacoM cMoTpen Ha Cy Kowmy.

— bexumM!

Tpoe ocTaBIIMXCS MYXKYUH, BUOS, UTO AEJI0 MJI0X0, OPOCUIMCh HAYTEK, Jaxe He IHITasiCh IOMOYb.
Ila X311, oTCcTynasi, HaTKHYJICS Ha CTeHY U OCTAHOBHUJICS.

— Yro0... 4TO TH XOUellb? f HUYero He caesna!

Tosioc ero mpoxain OT cTpaxa.

Cy KoMy mpucen Ha KOPTOYKU ¥ PE3KO C3KaJl €T0 TOPJIO, XOIOAHO YIEI0asCh:

— Ckaxu, KTo TeOst HaHs. Y TeOs aBa BeIOOpa: CMEPTD UITM IIPaBfa.

Ia Xoii, mbITasiCb 0CBOOOAUTHCS, Hadajl CHHETh, CTPaX IIOTHOCThIO OBIAfEeNl UM:

— ... 9 cKaxy.

[Tepepn mUIOM CMEPTH Y HETO He OBIJIO BEIOOPA.

Cy KoMy OTIIyCTHII €ro, BCTall U CeJl Ha CTYJ, KOTOPHIHM npuHEC [IInToy, CMOTPS Ha MyKUMHY CBEPXY
BHU3 C JIE[THEIM B3TJISIOM.

Kamnss u xBaTasg pToM Bo3ayx, a Xai MoCTeneHHo IPUIIET B ceOsl.
— loBopu, — [IuToy IHYJ €ro HOrol, pa3IpazkKEHHO CKa3as.

[Ta Xoi1, IPUCITOHUBIINCH K CTEHE, OCTOPOKHO nmocMoTpen Ha Cy 2Komy. Bups ero xomogHoe
BhIpaXKEeHUe JIKLa, OH COOPOTHYJICH.

CxaB KyJlaKu, OH TJTyOOKO B3[MOXHY:

— 4 He 3HaI0, KTO OH. OH IIPOCTO IIOIIPOCHUII MEHS OOOJIZKUTL JINYHYIO T€YaTh JA0U s u IIpenIozXKunuil
CTO JIHOB. ... Y ME€H4A OBLIH OOJITH, 1 5sI COTJIaCHIICA.

Ou nocmotpen Ha Cy 2Komy, 605Ch, 4TO TOT YOBET €TO0.
— Bornbiie Hudero? Ero BHEMIHOCTD, BO3PacT?
Cy 2KoMy He BepuJl, YTO TOT OBIIT HEBUAUMKOM 6e3 KaKux-nubo IpuMer.

— 9T0 OBINIA [IeBYIIIKA JIET BOCEMHAIIATU-NEBITHAMLIATH, B MAacKe, HO g BUAEN e€ og0b0opogoK —
O4YeHb KpacuBHIY 1 Oenbiii. OHa OblyIa B PO30BOM IIJIaThe, 0YEHB SIPKOM U KpacHuBOM. f1 mepemnarn eu
medaTh, ¥ OHa Cpa3y XkKe BepHyJia e€, OTIedaTaB Ha YUCTOM JIUCTe OyMaru. {1 He MOT IIOBEPUTH, YTO
Takoe BO3MOXKHO.

HOSTOMY OH ymen IIOpaHkIIle, 00siCh, UTO €r0 3alIOJO3PAT. Ho, xaK okKa3aoch, ero Bcé PaBHO HaIIJIH.

Ia X»sii yKpaiKol II0OCMOTpPEJI B CTOPOHY, I'fie Jiexkas 06JI0MOK HOXKa, YIIaBIINY IIPHY MTafieHuH.



CxBaTHUB €ro, OH C IpPocThio Opocuincs Ha Cy 2Komy.
Cy KoMy yCMexHyJICs, TIOTHSA HOTY U YAapUI ero B IPyOb C IIOJTHOU CUJIOHN.

MyKunHa, IOIYYUB yOap, BEIUIIOHYJI KPOBb U yIIaJl Ha II0JI, XBaTasACh 3a Ipynb. BCcKope OH moTepsin
CO3HaHUeE.

— Bocc, uto menate?
[IuTtoy momowren, Buas, uTo [la Xsii egBa OBIIINUT, ¥ IOBEPHYJICSA K CBOEMY XO35UHY.
— Ornpassb ero B TIOPbMY, a IOTOM Ha CCHIJIKY.

Cy 2KoMy CNIMIIKOM YacCTO CTAJIKMBAJICS C TAKUMHM THIIAMHU B IIPOIION XKU3HU. Eciu OBl He 00sI3Hb,
YTO TOT €II[€ YTO-TO CKPhIBAET, OH OB y2Ke yOumn ero, 4ToOnl He MTaYKaTh I'71a3a.

— Ilousn.
[IIuToy 6€3 MUIITHUX CJIOB B3BAJIUJI MYXKUYUHY Ha IJI€YH U TOHEC ero HapyxXy.

Y Bxoma co0pasioch MHOKECTBO TTIOfIel, KOTOPHIE, YBUEB, KaK BEIHOCST O0eCuyBCTBEHHOTO [a Xas,
TIOCTIEIITNIN OTOMTHU B CTOPOHY, 005ICh HaBleYb Ha cels 6emy.

9TOT MOJIOIOM YEeJIOBEK, ONETHIM C POCKOIIIBIO, SIBHO OBLJT U3 BRICIIET0 00IIeCTBa, ¥ TaKHue JIIOOU ObLIIN
He 110 3y0aM MPOCTOIOIUHAM.

HeoxXugaHHO OeJo 0 MOaXKore akafeMUH BHIBEIO Ha CBET POCTOBIIMYECTBO, M, KaK HUTHU B KIIyOKe,
TIOTSIHYJIO 32 CO00M MHOXKECTBO APYrux fmeil. CyMMEI, B3SThIe B [IOT MOM IIPOILEHTHI, ObIIH
HEeBUIAHHBIMH — OT HECKOJIBKHMX COTEH 0 [eCSITKOB THICSY JISTHOB. MMmepaTtop Owli B sspocTu. C
CaMOr'0 OCHOBAHMS JUHACTHH POCTOBIIMYECTBO CTPOTO 3aAIPEINasoch, ¥ 3aKOH TJIACHI, YTO 3a 9TO
MO2KHO OBIJIO TIOTIACTh B TIOPHMY WUITK JaxKe OBITh Ka3HEHHBIM. Bcs cTomnuila Oblyia B CMATEHUH.

[Tpu mBOpe MUHHUCTPHI CTOSIIM Ha KOJIEHSX, He CMes [laXKe OBIIIaTh, 60sCh ellé O0bIne pa3rHeBaTh
uMIIepaTopa.

Croanp s, cMOTps Ha HUX CBEpPXY BHU3, ObLJI BHe ce0s OT rHeBa:

— 4 maxke He 3HAJI, 4YTO B MOEU CTOJIMIIe IIPOLBETAET POCTOBIIXYECTBO. HeyKemnu B ropofie HET eftl,
Y JIIONU CTajIu HUIIMMU, YTO OEpyT TaKue OTPOMHbIe CyMMHbI? Kak Bbl, MUHUCTPHI, BHIIIOIHSIETE CBOU
o0s3aHHOCTH? Ecu ObI He 3TO [eio ¢ yOMICTBOM B akajieMuu, s Obl HUKOTTla He y3Han. Minu, MoxXer,
BHI IIPOCTO CKPBIBANIA 3TO?

— IIpocTuTe, Ballle BEJIXYECTBO.

['HeB uMIepaTOpa MOT IIPUBECTH K THOEH COTEH, U MUHUCTPHI, APOKa, JIexKalu Ha MOy, He CMes
maxe B3TOXHYTh.

— IIpourenue? Kakoe npoieHne? BuHa 1eKUT Ha MHE. f 3HaJI, YTO POCTOBIIMYECTBO MOXKET YOUTH
JI0fied, HO TOJIBKO IOCJIe CMEePTU Hadanl pacciiefoBaHue.

Croanpb Ys ymapui 1o CTONY, ero B3TJISAH ObLT JTeSHBIM:

— 1 He BepIo, UTO CPEOH BaC HUKTO He 3HaJl 00 3TOM.



CKopee BCETr0, OHM He TOJIbKO 3HaJIM, HO U OBIIK B YHCJIe TeX, KTO Ha 3TOM HaXXMBAJICS. ITa MBIC/Ib
JINIIb YCHUJIA]JIA €TI0 THEB.

— Baime BenuuecTBo, He CTOUT Tak rHeBaThCsi, — CioaHb 1131 MIarHy BIepén, MIrko CKa3aB. —
Macmtabsl 3TOTO [iefla CIUIIKOM BeJTUKH, U S CYUTAI0, YTO HYKHO CTPOT0 HaKa3aTh BUHOBHHIX, YTOORI
IIPEenofaTh YPOK OAPYTHUM.

YcnrimaB cioBa cBoero 6parta, rueB CioaHb U3 HEMHOTO yTHUX:
— Toi paB, 6GpaT, s TOKe TaK JAyMalo.

— Barme BenmuuectBo, — Mapku3 Yk9HBE09H BHIIIET BIEPEN U MOYTUTEIHHO MOKJIOHUICS. — S
CYHMTAI0, YTO HEKOTOPHIE TOPTOBIIEI OEPYT CIUIIKOM BHICOKHE ITPOIEHTHI, TOCTUTAOIINE THICSY JISTHOB.
Ecnu He HaKa3aTh UX CTPOTO, 3Ta IIPAaKTUKa He MPeKpaTUTCs. 4 mpepsaraio, 4To0b Te, KTO 6epeT
CJIMIIKOM OOJBIITHE CYMMBbI, OBIIM COCJTAHBI Ha THICSYY JIH, a T€, KTO 6€PET MEHbIIIe, OTIIPABIICHH B
TIOPHMY, YTOOH IIPefoCTepeysb APYTUX.

Ero cnoBa Obliu BCTpeUYeHH! 000puTeNbHEIMU KMBKaMu. CioaHb LI31, TOBEPHYB r'0I0BY, OpOCHIl Ha
MapKr3a HEOHO3HAYUHHBIN B3TJISA[, HO IIPOMOJTYal.

— IMpennoxenre npuHATO. Torga, Mapku3 YK3Hb03HM, TOMOTUTE MoeMy OpaTy pa3o0paThCs C 3TUM
IeJIoM.

— CJ'IYU.IEIIOCB, Ballle BeJIn4eCTBO, — MapKI/IB IIOKJIOHHMJICA ¥ TPOMKO OTBETHII.

[Tocne okonuaHus aynueHiuy CioaHb L[3u ObIT BEI3BAH B UMIIEPATOPCKUM KaOuHeT. Bo gBOpe
pe3upeHnuy KHA3s [lyaHs mpuHIlecca l[3uHbaHb BOpBanach C HEMCTOBCTBOM, He oOpalljasi BHUMaHHUS
Ha TO, IPOCHYJIUCh 11 BHYTPH, U Hadasa CTy4aTh B OBEPb:

— Mywmy, oTkpoii! Mymy!
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