— Bame BenmuuecTBo Myapkl. B m000ii IpyTroi ceMbe 3TO OAaBHO IMIPEBPATUIIOCH OB B TPaHANO3HEIM
CKaHJaJ, — MaTylnka MHb ¢ MOJIOABIX JIET IJIa PAOOM C HEX U 3HaJjla, KaKOW LIeHOW JOCTaJIoCh ee
BeJIMYKe U KaKue 00JIM 3a HUM CKDPHIBAJIHCh.

— Ia.

— Ho uto ¢ HacnemHuKaMu? YUHOBHUKYM CBOMMH PA3rOBOPAMM MOTYT HAC 3aTOMUTh. — ITO GOIbIIE
BCero 0eCIOKOUIO MaTyIIKy MHb.

B gunacTuy CI0aHbTSHB TaKXkKe ObIIM PACIPOCTPAHEHE! OTHOIICHUS MEXIY My KYHHAMHU, HO IIPH
3TOM KEHHUJIUCh U IPOAoJIKamu poA. Ho ¢ xapakTepoMm Hacneguuka Cy... TPyOHO CKa3aThb.

— Hacnemuuku? CMerHo. Y Hac uMIlepaToOpcKasi KPOBb, pa3Be MBI O0UMCS, YTO He OymeT
HacJlegHUKOB 11 pofa? K tomy ke, metu UYs — 3to metu LI3u. ITycte Y3 ponuT ellle HEMHOTO, MBI
nepemanuM ABYX-Tpex 113u, u B OyayieM oHU yHaCIenyloT TuTyn. KoHeuHo, ecnu 6v1 1131 cMor
POOHUTD meTel caM, 9To OblIo OBl MAeanbHO. Ho ecnu oH He x04eT, 51 He Oyy HacTauBaTh. BCio XKU3Hb
s 6oposachk, BCIO KU3Hb OblzIa HeCcBOOOMHA. f X04y, YTOOB MO AETH OBIIM CYACT/IUBEL U KUK B
MIOKOe€.

OHa HHKOTA He IIPOCKJIa MHOTOTO — TOJIBKO CYACThs ¥ 3MOPOBBS /s CBOUX meTei. Huuero Gosbiie.
VIMEHHO OTCYTCTBHE XXKaOHOCTH IIOMOTJIO €/ ¥ OeTsIM BhIKUTh. Eciu ObI OHa XKaxXKmaia BIacTH, €€ Obl
IABHO CBEPIJIY ellle MOKOMHLIM UMIIepaTop.

— Bamre BenuyecTBo Mynphl, — MaTyuIka MHb ynbI0OHYIach, ¥ Ha JIHIle TTOSBUIOCH 00JIeTYeHMe.

B mome mMapku3a Yxk9HB0351 caM MapKu3 CUOENl B TEMHOTE, HEIIOIBUKHO BOCCeast Ha CTYJIe, JIUL0
ero OBLII0 MPaYHEIM.

— Oren. OTel, — CHAPYXKHU CIIBILIAICS BCe 6osiee 6IM3KUN ¥ TPEBOKHEIM I0JI0C JIFOOMMOM T0YEPH.
IBeph pacmaxHynach, ¥ moboyHas cynpyra Ykao 6yKBaJIbHO yIaia BHYTPb.

YBUOeB OTIla, CUISIIET0 B TeHU, T000YHAas Cynpyra Yxkao morekna cine3amu. OHa Opocuiach K ero
HOTaM, KPermKo o6XBaTuiIa ero 3a 6empa ¥ pa3pa3uiiack TPOMKUM PEITaHUEM.

— Orern, yMonsio, criacu TssHbMUHA. ET0 Henb3s CChIIaTh, IpaBfa, HeNb3si! — E€ ChIH... ecliu ero
COILIJTIOT, 0 KAKO¥ CBOOOe MOXKET UATH Pedb?

MecTa CCBIZIOK 0OBIYHO IIPECTaBIAI0T Co00k OeCIIONHEIE 3€MIH, TOe HeT HUKAKoH pagocTH. [Tomas
TyOa, HeIb3s TapaHTUPOBATH JaxKe IPOMUTAHKe, He TOBOPS YKe 0 XKU3HHU.

[To6ouHas CyIIpyra Yxkao IIpeancCTaBiidild, KaK ChIH 6y;:[eT XKHWUTh TaM B TEMHOTE U CTPAAdAHUNAX, U
cepane pa3priBajioCh OT 0osu. Eif OBIJI0 HEBEIHOCKMO, ¥ OHA IIJIaKaja elre IIPOH3UTEJILHEE.

Mapxku3 Yk3HB09H clerka MOmHSI I'0JIOBY, TUXO B3MOXHYJI, OIYCTHII B3TJISAA ¥ CMOTPEIT Ha Hee.

— Bce, uTo 5 Mor cpuenath Ojis Tebs, g coenan. Ho mIpoTUBHUK OKa3ancs ObICTpee Ha PYKY U
n3BecTull Ero BenuuectBo. YTO TH X0Uelllb, YTOOH 5 cOoenal, oTell? B aTom [TogHeOecHOH s JIUIIb
MIOMIaHHBINA.

Pa3Be oHa myMara, 4TO eMy He 00bHO? ITO ObIIT BHYK €T0 TH00MMOM Jouepu. Ho oueBHOHO, 9YTO
ITPOTHUBHUK OBIJT TOTOB, @ OH OMO3[ajl Ha IIar.

— Vx... Moit TaabMuH, Mot Oegubiit TasabMuH. OTell, 3TO MECTO AWKOe U BapBapckoe. Eciu ero



MeHCTBUTEILHO COIIIIOT, 9TO CTAHET M TsaHbMKUHA XKUBEIM agoM. OTell, MpUOyMaiTe elre crocod! —
Kpemnko oOHMMas ero Hory, mo0ouHas cynpyra YzKao peigasna, He B CUJIaX COBIafaTh C COOOI.

bawm! MapKI/I3 CO BCEW CHUIIBI YOaQpHII 110 CTOJIY. [TogcTaBKa Oyig KACTeH yIIaJjia Ha II0JI, HO TeIlePh OTeIl
C IOYEPHhIO IaXKe He 3aMeYaJld 3TOrO.

— Cymue raynisl. 9 momKU3HU CTPOUII IIJIaHkl Pafiul Bac, a B UTOTE BbI CAMU BCE 3allyTallu.
Iymaems, TaHbMUHA ellle MOXHO BepHYTh? HeBo3MOXkHO! { 3HAI0 XapakTep HBIHELIHET O
uMIepatopa. ECinu 0H OTKPBUI POT, 3HAYUT, Y HETO B PyKaxX JAOCTATOYHO A0Ka3aTeIbCTB BUHEI
TsHbMHUHA.

— Yrto? — noboyHas cympyra Ykao MrHOBEHHO 00MSIKJIa ¥ yIIajia Ha I0JI, TTIAS Ha Hero C
HefoyMeHueM. E€ ChIH... TpaBaa U yKe HeT HaleXK/Ibl?

— VX... — 3aKpHIB POT PyKOH, moOouHas cynpyra YzKao TUXO phidaja OT PaCKasHUs, Ha JIUIle 3aCThII0
OoTHasHUe.

Mapxku3 Yk3Hb03H, TS0 Ha CTPaJaHus JOYepH, caM 4yBCTBOBas 00yib. JIro6rMas HaIOXKHUIIA,
IIOJIy4YUB U3BECTHE, yXKe crerya. Kak eMy He BOTHOBaThLCS, KaK He CIIeIIUTh?

Ho unHorpa cnemka Gecrone3Ha. MapKu3 yCIIOKOUJICS U CTaJl 00AYMEIBATh BCE CITyUYUBIIEECS.

— J1o4yb, MBI I€MCTBUTENIBHO HefooLueHuIn 31oro Cy 2Komy, — OH CMeJI0 yTBEpXKAasl, 4YTo 3a
CeromHAMHUMHU CoObITHAMU cTOUT Cy 2Komy.

O-9... YCIIBIIIIAB €T0 CJI0BA, TOO0YHAs cymnpyra YzKao MOgHsIIa rOJI0BY, HE TIOHUMAS.

— Orewn, uTo BB UMeeTe B BUnOy? Heyxkesnu Bel fyMaeTe, 4YTO KTO-TO ITOACTPOUI TIHBMUHY? — ITOTrO...
KaK 3TO BO3MOXKHO?

Mapxkus Yxk3Hb09H, BUAS €€ HeloBepHe, YCMEXHYJICS.

— A xak mHaue? Kak THI yMaelllb, I0YeMy TakK COBIaso? 3aueM eMy Oblsio yOUBaTh YeT0OBEKa U3-3a
JKEHIIWHEL, [a ellle TakK, YTOOH HaTpyib 00HAPYXKUI cpaldy. Thl JyMaells, 3TO IIpaBaa COBIageHue?
He Oynob HauBHOM.

CxXaB PYKY B KyJaK, MapKu3 CKpexkeTas 3y0aMu, TOBOPS C TTTyOOKHUM CMBICTIOM.

Ero TsHbMUH OB IIO-HACTOSIIEMY HeBUHOBEH. Ecyiu OB OHA 3Haa, KTO 3TO, OHA IOKJISIAach OBl
pPa30pBaTh €ro Ha KyCKu. [IpuIypuBIIKCD, Ta3a M000YHOM Cynpyru YKao CTaIu XOJIOIHBIMU U
SIHOBUTBHIMY, KaK y 3MeH.

— Oretl, BBl XOTUTE CKa3aTh, 4To 3T0 Cy 2Komy, 3TOT yOnonok, noryoun TsaupMuna? Kak? ¥ aToro
IapHs HEeT TaKoro IIy00Koro yMa.

— [ToaTOMY MBI U HE[IOOLIEHUIH ero. [lyManu, OH IpocTo OeCIIPU30PHUK, BEIPAIIEHHbIM XYTUTaHOM. A
OH TaK TUXO M HEe3aMETHO BBIBEJI U3 CTPOS TSIHbMUHA, YTO S lla’Ke BOCXUIAIOCH.

9TOT MmapeHb, ero XUTPOCTh U TNTyOKMHA yMa... 10 CPaBHEHHUIO C ABYMS IofJjaMy Ha3ajl 3aCTaBIISIOT
CMOTPETh Ha HEro Mmo-HoBoMy. Bcero 3a fiBa rofia Iocjie TOTO, KaK OH Yy[IOM cIaccsi 6ercCTBOM, OH
CTaJl TAKUM CHJIBHBIM. [IeHiCTBUTEIILHO, OH €r0 ChIH.

— Cy KoMy, — cxkrMas pyKH, moboyHas cympyra UYxkao cKpexkerTasa 3y0aMu, IIss nepep cobol ¢
HEHABUCTHIO.



9TOT yOII0MOK, OH ITIOCMEJI, OH IIOCMETT TaK IOCTYIUTD C €€ TIHbMUHOM.

— 4 gomxeH 0TOMCTUTH 3a TaHEMKHA! — BHE3alTHO BCKOYUB, T0O0YHas Cynpyra Ykao sSpOCTHO
3aKpuyaa.

— 3aTkHUCH! ECnu TH CHOBa NOMAEIIb Ha HeTo, CIIeNyIONi, KOro OH yObeT, — 3TO THL. {1 He MOry
OBITH PANOM C TOOOM KaXKAyl0 MUHYTY, HEYXKeNU Thl He MOXKellb ObITh CAepkKaHHee? TIHEMUH He
yMmep. I1oka 0H XUB, MBI MOXKEM UHCIIEHUPOBATh €r0 CMePTh U CIIACTHU €To.

Cy ZKoMmy meHCTByeT Tak KeCTOKO U 3¢HeKTuBHO. C XUTPOCTHIO HOYEPH OHA CMOXKET CIIPABUTHCS
pasBe uTo c xkeHmuHamu, Cy KoMy ke e€ pa3opBeT ¥ KOCTOYEK HE OCTABUT.

[ToTepsiB OJHOTO BHYKA, OH HE MOXKET IIOTePSATh o4k, [TomyMaB 00 9TOM, MapKK3 IIOYyBCTBOBAJ 00JIb
B cepple.

— Orell, — BHE3aIHO yIIaB Ha KOJIeHH, MobouHas cynpyra UYxkao Oblia mojiHa otyasHus. — OTell, BhI
00513aTeIbHO NOXKHEL cacTé TsaHbMUHA. OH He BHIIEPKUT 3TUX MyUeHUH, TOYHO He BHIIEPIKUT.

OHa o4YeHb XO0pOoIIOo 3Halla CBOETO ChIHA. C metcTBa oH IIPUBLIK, 9YTO €My IIOOAI0OT BCE, OH HE
IIepeHeCceT TAT'OT CCBhIJIIKH.

Mapxku3s Yxk3Hb09H, BUAs 007b U OTYAsSHHE Ha JIUIE JOYEePH, UCIIBITA elle O0IbIIy0 XKamocTs. OH
KWBHYJI ¥ TIOMOT €M TIOTHSTHCS.

— Vcnoxkoiics. Korma meno Kacanoch Tebst, OTel] HUKOTa He 3aCTaBiIss Tebs nmepexkuBaTh. S cHavasa
TIOILIJTIO JTI0fIed yXaxkKKuBaTh 3a HUM B mopore. Korma o moOGepeTcst 4o MecTa CCHIIKH, MBI Cpa3y
HaWOEeM OCYKIEeHHOT0 Ha CMePTh, UTOOBI 3aMEHUTH €T0, a IIOTOM MHCIIEHUPYEM CMEePTh. Tak HUKTO He
3ameTuT. Ho, moub, B CTONUIYY BEPHYTHCSA OYOET HENMb3sT. Pe3aumeHIus ynenbHOTo KHsI35 X9Ha, 60I0Ch,
0oJIbIlle He IJIs Hac.

— Her, — ycnblimaB ciioBa oTlia, o004YHas cynpyra UYxkao 3akpudana ¢ HerofgoBaHueM. — Orel, 3TO
IIOM MOEero Myxa. ¢ He yUay ¥ He yHAy. YX... KpOMe KHSXKECKOU PE3UNEeHIINH, ST HUKyNa He TIoOUy.

3aKpHIB POT PYKOH, mMoO04YHas cympyra YxkKao prigana 0e3yTelrHo.

— XBatuT! Pagy MyXK4YKUHEL THl CXOAUIIE C YMa [IOJIXKU3HU, CTOUT JIU TOT0? — IJIAAd Ha TO, Kak OHa
ofepXKuMa 3TUM YMepIIUM MyKYWHON, MHOTOJIETHSS 00Maa MapKKU3a IIpeBpaTuiach B rieB. — OH
Tebs1 BOOOIIe He JII00U, pa3Be TH He 3HAEIIh?

Korpga-To moub B0OMIach B yAeNbHOTO KHI35 X9Ha C IIEPBOTO B3TJIsfla U YMOJIsjia BEIMTHU 3a HETO,
rotoBas Ovlsia ymepeThb. Ho OH He cMOTpen Ha e€ cTaTyc. PeOeHOK maxke X0Tel IOKOHYUTE C COOO0M.
He BrImepkaB cre3 Tr00MMOM HAJIOKHUIIB, OH PA3pPEeInyI e CTaTh HaIOXKHUIEH B HOMe KHI35 X9Ha,
IJIaHUPYS YOUTH CTApPIIYIO I0Yb U BO3BHICUTH €€. KTo OBl 3HA...

[TogHsB rna3a u TIaasa Ha O0Yb, IIpegaHHyo OOHOMU J'IIO6BI/I, MapKH3 IMOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO HEKOTOPLIE
CJIOBa IIOPa CKa3aTkb.

— IToub, THI AyMaelllb, OH OeUCTBUTEILHO OBITT YOUT HaeMHUKOM 110 omuOKe? Trl omubaembes. OH He
Obw1. OH yBUIETI, YTO TBOSI POOHAS CTApIasi CEeCTpa yMepiia, ¥ caM HaJ0XuII Ha cebs pyku!

— YT0? — yCiBIaB CI0Ba 0TI, M0G0YHas Cynpyra Y:kao MTHOBEHHO pacIIKMpHiia rjasa, He Beps
ycneimanHoMy. — Hert, oTell, Tel o6MaHbIBaelb! Kak 370 Bo3M0xkHO? OH He /100U MO0 CECTpy OO0
TAaKOM CTEIIeHH, 5T 3Hal0.



— PasBe 4 cran 05 oOMaHBIBaThH TEOSA? A IpPOCTO 60SANICS PAaHUTHL TE0S U HE TOBOPUJI, — KPETIKO
IlepKa e€ TOHKOe 3allsiCThe, MapKu3 cKa3sajl ¢ 00JIbi0 B CEPALIE.

— Hert! Tet o6MmanbBaems! OTell, TH 0OMaHBIBaelllb! — SIPOCTHO TPSICS TONIOBOM, TOOOYHAS CyIIpyTa
YKao He Bepusia, C TUXUM CTOHOM OHa rmobexasa mpoyb Kak 0e3yMHasl.

I'nsanst Ha e€ 6e3HaEKHO ONUHOKYIO U OTYASBINYIOCS CIIUHY, MApKKU3 yAapuil KyJIaKoM IO CTOJY, U B
TJ1a3ax BCIIBIXHYJI CBUPETILIH CBET.

— Cy XKomy, ecnu 51 Te0s1 He yOb1O, 5 MOKJITHYCh, YTO HE YEJIOBEK!

OH nocMen TaK CUIBHO PaHHUTL €ro 004Yb, OH 3aCTABUT €TI0 XKUTh XyXKe CMepTI/I!
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