CeropHsi OH HaKOHEI] IIOJTyY I O Hel BeCTOUKY. [ToxX0oxKe, Y 9TOH KEHIIWHE KPeIIKoe 30POBbe, pa3
OHa CMoOrJa fo0paThCs Clofa.

Ha cBeTe Bcerga HaufeTCs TaKas XKEHIIMHA, KOTOPYIO X04eTCsT YOUTh, HO HUUETro He MOTy4aeTCs.
VIMeHHO Takas OHa.

Ecnu OBl He TOT [ONT, OH OHI TaBHO yOUIT AHb-AHB.

— He o6paiaii Ha Hee BHUMaHuUs. BepHuch u ckaxu [IIuTOy, YTO €CIM OH CHOBA €€ BCTPETHT, IMyCTh
CKaXeT, UTo s yMep, — CUAs B Kpecne-Kauanke, Cy 2Komy pasmgpaxkeHHO ITPOU3HEC.

— Cnymatocs. Torga s noumay.

Hanb Bait O 0ueHb TI000IBITEH, KTO TaKas 9Ta Turpunia? MoxeT, oHa BO3/1100/IeHHass HaclegHuKa?
HeT, He MoXeT OLITH!

B sTo BpeMs Ha I0KHOH yiuine CTOJIMIEL BEJINYEeCTBEHHAA KapeTa MEAJIEHHO OBUT'dJIdCh K
HMIIEPATOPCKOMY OABOPITY. 3a Hel cjefoBald OecsITKH COJIaT, co37aBas BHYIIUTEJIbHOE 3PEJInIIe.

BHYTpH POCKOIIHON KapeTsl, Toe Kypuacsd apoMaTAUYeCKUW ObIM, CAela IpeKpacHas XeHI[MHa B
KpacHOM niaThe. Ee sipkoe nmuiio OBIIO yKpallleHO U3bICKaHHBIM MaKusikKeM, OpOBU ClierKa
TIOJBENEHEI, TJla3a CBEPKay, a TyObl ObUIM HeXKHO HakpaleHsl. OHa Oblsla HEBEPOSTHO
OdapoBaTeJIbHa.

Ee Genble, Kak He(QPUT, aIblbl MATKO OTOJBUHYJIM 3aHABECKY, ¥ OHA ITOCMOTpPesa Ha 3HaKOMbIe
ynuiel. Ee anble ryObl U30THYIUCH B YIIBIOKE.

— Cronutia, s1 BEPHYIach!

B [Tanate Hamu Cioans LI3u cMOTpen Ha NpeCcTyIHUKa, U3MYy4YeHHOro gonpocaMu Haub Bas, u B3
JIACT C TIOKAa3aHUSIMU.

— IMoguuHeHnHbIH 60cca YaHs u3 JITHU9HA, BEPHBIN YEII0BEK.

TMopHsB rna3a, Cioanb L[3u mepenan OyMary TOCIOAUHY Y, CTOSIIIEMY PSIOOM, ¥ B €T0 B3TTISAe
YUTAIACh 3ayMYHUBOCTb.

Hamp Bait MOYTHTEIBHO CTOSII COOKY, OpPOCHII B3I Ha TOCIOAHHA Y, a 3aTeM IocMoTpes Ha CioaHb

L3mu.

— TocmofyH, OH TOBOPHT, YTO OBUI IOMYMHEHHBIM 6occa YsHsa. Korpa HacnegHuk OwUl B JITHYHE, OH
yOuI ero HayaJbHUKA, ¥ IOSTOMY OH PEIIMJI OTOMCTHTh. HUKAaKKMX COOOLIHUKOB, KPOME OFHOTO
GrarogeTesisi, KOTOPHIH CIIAc ero Ha opore, OH HUKOro He 3HaerT.

— bnaropeTens, KOTOpBIfI CIIaC ero, emy I10Be3Ji0.
BepOHTHO, 9TOT 6J'Ial"OJIeTeJ'Ib " €CTb TOT, KTO CTOUT 3a BCEM I3THM.
— Y3Han 1 0H, KTO 9TOT YeI0BEeK?

— Her. On He 3HaeT. Cyas 110 BCEMy, OH He cojrajl. ToT O1arofeTesb CIac ero, faja eMy AeHbI'U U
OTIIpaBuI B cTONULY. [Tocie 3TOro OH npuexas B CTOJIULY, ¥ ONHAXKABL Ha yJIXLle YBUAET HacleIHUKaA.
B Ty HOYb OH HaAMUJICA U YyTh He Obl yout. [ToToM ero cnac HeKTo 1o uMenu bpat Y. StoT Bpat ¥
ObLJT OUeHb CIIPaBEAJIMBLHIM YeJIOBEKOM, U, YCIIBIIIAB ero0 UCTOPHUIO, OH IIPEAJIOKUI ITOT IJIaH.



V3HavyanmbHO OHU XOTEJIM HAUTH JTIofiel 13 mieMeHnu 2KyaHb, HO PELIUIIH, YTO MiieMs L[3MHYKIHb
umeeT Oojiee riay0OKKe pa3HOTIacus C HallMMU TI0AbMU. Tex Xy TakxKe Haten bpaT V, oH xke ux u
y6us. Bech maH OBITT €70 Ueel, maxke s, KOTOPEIA OH IIPUHEC Ciofa, Ok 0T Hero. [1o ero cioBam,
Bpart ¥V ckazan eMy, 4TO cIlac €ro, II0OTOMY YTO KOTZIa-TO ero XKU3Hb crac 60cc YsHb, ¥ OH XOTeN
oToMcTuTh. BoT mopTtpeT bpat V. Celiuac oH XKuBeT B rocTunuile «k0aman».

Croanb 1131 B3si7T pucyHOK u3 pyK Haub Basg. Ha HeM Obi1 n306paxkeH rpyOblii MyKUYKWHa CPETHUX JIeT
c TycTou 6opopoii u mpamoM mop ria3oM. Cioanb 1[3u Haxmypuiicsi. OH He BepUJI, UTO BCe TaK
IIPOCTO.

KoneuHo, rocriogus Y ToXke He BepHUil.

— KH#3b, 3a BCeM 3TUM SBHO CTOUT KTO-TO Apyroi. O4eBUIHO, OHU UCIIOJIb30BaIA 3TOTO MyK4HUHY.
OTBeT HyKHO UCKaTh Ha 3TOM bpate V.

— locnoguH Y, 3TO MyCTSAK, HE CTOUT, YTOOBI MOU JIIOJY BMEIIWBaIUCE.

Croanb 1131 Gpocusl puCYHOK €My, XOJIOMHO B3TJITHYB. X0OTs, CKOpee BCEero, OHU MPUBEIYT TOIHKO
TPYIL.

T'ociogus YV B3OpOTHY, GBICTPO BCTaIl.

— KHus13b, 6y[bTe CIIOKOMHEL, 51 0053aTEILHO IPUBENY €T0.
CroaHb 131 BCcTas 1 HampaBuUiics K Beixony ¢ Hanbs BaeM.
— HacnepgHuKk, 9 yX0Xy.

— IIpoBoxkaro KHA3S.

TocrionuH YV CroXKuUI PyKY B OKJIOHE, U, yOEIUBLINCE, YTO OH yIes, 00MSK B Kpecye, CIUHA ero
Oblla MOKpOM OT TIOTA.

Korga Cioans LI3u nogomen, Cy 2KoMy ynoOHO cupeln B Kpeciie-Kadaske, ynbbasck eMy. Ero B3rmsan
OBLT IPSIMBIM, CJIOBHO (hIMPTYIOIINM.

Ceppnue Croans L3u gporaysno. OH He MOHUMAJ, YTO C HUM IIPOMCXOOUT B IIOC/IeqHee BpeMs. Kaxbiii
pas, korga o Bumen Cy 2Komy, OH ITOCTOSTHHO AyMaJ O HEM, Jaxe HOUbI0 BUeN CHbl. HeyxXkenu oH
IoIaJl Mox Yaphl?

— IToiimeM co MHOM DOMOH.

— YTo, mBa [HS HE BUAENHUCh, cockyumiics? — Cy KoMy BcTas ¥ MOJoLIEeN K HeMy, YIr0asich C
JTYKaBCTBOM.

Croans LI3u He paccepauscs, TOIBKO CEPAUTO B3TJISTHYN Ha HETO U IIOBEPHYJICS K BHIXOMY.
Cy 2Kowmy mormesn 3a HUM, IIaras psmoM.
— Croansb 1I3u, s cKydan 1o tebe.

OH [IOBEPHYJI TOJIOBY, TJIAAS Ha HETO C UCKPEHHOCTHI0. OH AEUCTBUTEIBHO CKyYal 110 HeMy. C
[ETCTBA, C IPOLUION XU3HU [0 3TOM, HUKOIIa HU OJVH MyK4YWHA He 3aCTaBIIAJl €r0 TaK CKy4daTh
BCET0 3a OMH [IeHb Pa3/yKu. Bynb TO ero rHeB unu CMyllleHNe, BCe 3TO 3aCTaBIIsI0 eT0 MedTaTh 0



HEM.
OKa3bIBaeTCsI, 9TO U €CTh TOCKa.

Teno Cioanb 1]3u OPOTHYJIO, OH C YAUBJIEHHEM IIKPOKO OTKPHIJI I'Ta3a, BCTPETUB €T0 TBEPHLIN U
Cepbe3HBIN B3I, B MrHOBEHIE OKa cepflle ero 3abuIoCch CUIbHEe.,

— YT0 3a epyHAY TH roBopuillb? — OH OTBEPHYJICS, He TJIIAS Ha HEro, HO B €T0 T0JI0Ce II0SIBUIach
HOTKA PAaCTePSTHHOCTH.

— ITolimeM, moemeM MOMOIA.

C nerko#t ynei6koit Cy 2KomMy ¢ OTIMYHBIM HaCTPOEHUEM HAIIPABUIICS K BHIXOMY.

Croans L3y, 1505 Ha ero CIMHY, HEBOJIBHO YILIOHYJICS U TIOIIeNT 3a HUM, IIaras pSamoM.
C3anu Hanb Bait u ero CyTHUK IPULIIK B ce0s ¥ 3aKPHIIA POT, IEPETTISHYBILUCE.

— TonbKO 4TO HACTIETHUK MPU3HAJICS B JIIOOBU HAllleMy TOCIIOOUHY.

— 4 Toxe 3TO BUOETI.

OTOT MUp CIUILKOM CTpaHEeH, IPOCTUTE HAC 3a IOTPSICEHHUE.

B xapere onu Momuanu. CioaHb L[31 CMOTpEN Ha YIUILy, €ro rojoBa Oblyia II0JIHA MEICTIEH O
npusHaHuu Cy XKowmy. JIuno ero... ctano eme MpadHee.

Bepnysuuch B pe3upeniuio, [IInToy yxke gaBHO X[ajl CHapyKU ¥ OpOCUCs K HUM, KaK MOTBIJIEK Ha
OTOHB.

— Bocc, BBl HAaKOHEI] BEPHYIUCE.
— Artac, — Cy 2Komy CBepKHYJI Ha HETO TJla3aMU, 0TBOPaYUBasich 1 u3beras ero 06bITUH.

— Bocc, — Illutoy ¢ o6umoi mocMOTpes Ha Hero. Pa3Be OH He TOHMMAET, KaK CUJIBHO OH BOJIHOBAJICS
3a Hero Bce 3Tu AHU? KH3b [axe 3alpeTusl eMy HaBellaTh.

— Bocc!

C neba pa3spasics rojoc Ipxo, U 4yepHas TeHb 6pocusiach K HeMy B 00bsATUs. Cy 2KoMy KpemKo 00HsI
ero.

— Mannsim, nmoxoxe, [IIuToy xopoiro Te0st KOPMHUII.
I'nmaps ero 6nectsugyto mepcts, Cy 2Komu ynribancs, ¥ B ero Iiia3ax cusijia pafioCTb.

— 1I3u-1131 He mycKaj, — OPOCHUBUINCH eMy B O0BSATHS, DPXO0 TYT Ke Hadas KajoBaThcs. Ilocnequue
HEeCKOJIbKO fHel CroaHb 1[3u mepakai ero B3alepTy U He BhHITYyCKal. TONMbKO CETONHS, 3Hast, YTO OH
BEPHETCS, OH OTKPHIT KJIIETKY.

Vy.. Tak Henb3st 06paaThCs C MTHIIEH.

YcnrimaB xkano0y, Cy 2KoMy He 3Hall, CMeSThCS WM MTakaThb. OH HE MOT ITOBEPUTh, KAK CUIIBHO IPX0
CTpapall [ocaelHNe OBa OHS.



— 3axomgute, — y BopoT CioaHb 1131 TTOBEPHYJICS U TUXO CKa3all.

Cy KoMy nOmHSAT TOJOBY, IO Ha y2Ke 3HaKOMY0 TaONIU4YKy ¢ UMeHeM KHA3s [lyaHb, U TUXO
3aCMescs.

KTo OBl MOT TTOmyMaTh, YTO TOJIBKO OH ITEPECTYIIHUII ITOPOT, Kak Ha Hero Habpocuiack mpekpacHas
JKEHIIMHA, IIaraoias ¢ yBePeHHOCTHIO TUTPHUIIHL.

— Mywmy.
3HaKOMBIU apoMaT OKyTaJ ero, HeXKHble PyKU 00HSIHX, a B TOJIOCe 3Bydasla jierkas yis0Ka.

Boxke moiit! TTopusis ronosy, Cy 2Komy 6e3MoiiBHO Borpocuil Hebeca. B ciedyolyo CeKyHy OH C
CHUJION OTTONIKHYJ XKEeHIIUHY Teper co00ii, He IPOSIBIIsIsA HUKAKOW HEXXHOCTH.

— Turpuia, 4To TH 3#€eCh Aenaelnb? boxe mou! Pa3se 51 He ckasan Illutoy nepepmath, 4TO 9 ymep?

— Ioporo#, Kak s mo Tefe CKydasa, — IPUTOPHEIM I'0JIOCOM ITPOM3HECIIa OYapoBaTebHAS XKEeHITUHA
nepen HUM, AHb-AHB, CHOBa 00OHMMasI €To 3a IIel0 U ClieTKa MPUIogHUMAas T'yOHL.

Croanb 1131, yBUIEB UX HEXKHOCTD, BCIILIXHYJI THEBOM. OH pe3KO0 IO[IO0IIelI, OTTOJIKHYII ee PYKY U
BCTaJl MeX[y HUMH, XOJIONHO TS Ha Hee.

— TeTylIKa, YTO TH 3[€Ch [ejaellnb?

— Tetywmika? — IIuTOy C IOTPICEHUEM IIOCMOTPEN Ha TUrpHULy Ilepeq HUM, B IJla3aX YUTaI0Ch
HeBepue. Kak oHa cTaja TeTyIIKOU?

— Tol... npuHniecca Li3uabans? — Cy 2KoMy ITOCMOTpeI1 Ha Hee, B T'0JIOCEe TaKXKe CJIBbIIIAIoCh JIETKoe
He[loBepHe.

[Tpunnecca LI3uHbaHb OblJIa €IMHCTBEHHON IIPUHIIECCOM B UMIIEPUH, UMeIoIIel cBou BiameHus. OHa
Oblzia CBOOOMHOM M HETIOKOPHOM, YTO 00BSICHSIIOCEH JTI000BBIO ITIOKOMHOTO UMITIEpaTopa 1
BOOBCTBYIOIIEY UMIIePAaTPULILL.

OnHako OBUIO OOHO YCIOBHE, KOTOPOE MT03BOJISJIO el KUTh Tak xopoino. OHa HUKOTa He
BMeIlBalach B TOCyOapCTBEHHEIE [lela, IPOCTO Haclaxaanach XKU3Hb0, He fepkKasa (paBOpUTOB U,
KpOMe CBO€e} 9KCIIeHTPUYHOCTH, HUKOT[a He COBepIllaia IIOCTYNKOB, KOTOPhIE IPHUHECIH Obl T030D
UMIIEPaTOPCKOU CEMBE.

YepT Bo3bMu! Kak OH He morafascs, 4YTO 3Ta XeHI[MHA U eCTh MprHIlecca L3uHbaHb!
— Ia. Torga oHM HACUJIBHO BEPHYIN MEHS, XU MaTh, YTOOHI 3alIUTUATh MEHS, 3allpeTuiia MHe ITOKUAaTh

BrapmeHusi. Ko Okl MOT ITomyMaTh, YTO g BCTpeuy Tebs 3mech, Mymy. [laBai, mouenyi!
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