C Tex 1op, KaK ero CTapiuvii Opat MoIy4Yusl paHeHue, ero 3M0POBhe CUIIBHO YXYAINIOCh. [lake
JIETKUi BETEPOK MOT CBAJIUTh €r0 ¢ HOoT. B nensb [lyaHby comHIle ObII0 0COOEHHO XKapKUM, a OH BCE XKe
BhiIes. Kus3b CSAHBb MATKO YIBIOHYICS.

— Bce B Iopsagke, 1 49yBCTBYIO cebs JIy4IiIe. ['om He BBIXOOUII, XOTEJI HEMHOTO IIPOTYIIATBHCA.

— CTapH.IPIfI 6paT TOJIBKO YTO OIIPABHUIICA OT IIPOCTYHI, GYJIB OCTOPOXKEH, — Croanb Ys He HUCIBITHIBA
0COOBIX YYBCTB K 3TOMY 6paTy, HO, 6YI[y‘-II/I POOCTBEHHUKOM, OTHOCHJICA K HEMY C YBA2KEHHUEM.

Kusa3p CSHB C IeTKOM YIIBIOKOW OTBETUIL:

— Cnacub6o 3a 3aboTy, Mnapmui 6pat. Moe Teso yXe IPUBHIKIIO, IPOCTO B IIOCTIEOHNE OHU CTaJI0
nyImHO. Bpayu cka3amiy, YTO MOXKHO BEIXOJUTE. S IOogyMaJ, 4YTO MaTyIIKa, TH ¥ MJIaflIMi 6paT
Croans LI3u 3mecsk, u pemun BeUTH. KcTaTy, 51 maBHO He Bumen Mnapauero 6pata Cioans L3u.

Croanb LI3u 6pocun Ha Hero B3rysan. ETo geixaHue ObITO POBHEIM, TIOX0XKE, OH MEHCTBUTETBHO
YyBCTBOBaJ cebs yyiie.

— B mocnenHee BpeMs s OBIT 3aHST, IJIAHUPOBAJT HABECTUTH Tebs mocye [IyaHky.

Ha camoMm [fienie, OH He UCIBITHIBAJI OCOOBIX YyBCTB K 3TOMY OpaTy, TOJIbKO 00bI9HOE GpaTcKoe
OTHOILIEHUE.

— X0poI1o, YTO BH, OpPaThs, XKUBETe B Mupe. [ MeHs, KaK MaTepH, HET HUYEero BaxKHee, YeM
BUMIETh BaC 3MOPOBEIMHU, — [IepKa ero XOJIOMHYI0 PYKYy, BHOBCTByIOIIas MIepaTpuila CMOTpesia Ha
HETO C XKaJIOCThI0. ITOT PeOEHOK OBIIT HOOPEIM M YECTHHIM, HO, K COXKAJIEHHIO, er0 3[I0POBhE OBIJIO
c1a0BIM.

— ITop 3amuTOM MaTyIIKH, S 0053aTETbHO BEI3IOPOBEIO.
— Ecnu 651 TBOE TEJO OBIO TAKUM XK€ KPeIKUM, KaK TBOM 3K, 1 OBl TOUHO OBbIJIa CYACTIIUBA.

BOoBCTByIOIIasi KMIIepaTpPHIla JIaCKOBO MOTJIafAK/Ia €T0 M0 TOJI0BE, ¥ Ha ee JIUIE TOSBUIaCh HeXKHast
yIbIOKa.

HaGmtomas 3a 3TO¥ ClieHO# MaTepuHCKOM mo0BH, Cy KoMy THXO0 yCMeXHYJCcS. B mporioi Ku3Hu oH
YuTas UCTOPUIO U 3HAJI, YTO B UMIIEPAaTOPCKOM CeMbe He ObIBAaeT UCKPEHHUX 4yBCTB. OIHAKO,
II0X02Ke, 3TO He BCerya Tak.

Ha camom perne, noka HMHTEPEeCHl BCEX HE CTAJIKUBAIOTCA, NaxKe POACTBEHHBIE YyBCTBA MOT'YT
CyIieCTBOBATh.

YBumeB Ha CTOJIe Ce30HHBIe PPYKTHI, OH B3SIJI I'PO30b BUHOTPA/lA U IOJIOKHUIT ATOAY B poT. ClagKuii
BKYC 3aCTaBHJI €0 3aKPHITh TJIa3a OT YAOBOILCTBUS. [IPOMYKTHI, MOIaHHEIE KO IBOPY, HeHCTBUTEIHHO
OBLITH TTPEKPaCHHL.

B sTor MomeHT nopounia U Lus, 3a Hell clemoBaa cioyxkaHKa ¢ KOpoOko as egel. OHa cerka
nokyjoHunack Croans 1131.

— Barrre BEICOYECTBO, 51 IPUTOTOBUJIA AJIS BaC MUPOKHEBIE C KPEBETKAMHU U JIOTOCOM. [ToxkKamyicTa,
norpooyuTe.

CkasaB 9T0, OHa B3sja U3 K0p06KI/I 6]'[10110 C U3BICKaHHEIMU ITHMPOZKHBIMHU U IIOCTaBUJIa €TI0 Ha €ro
CTOIJI.



Croans Li3u B3TJIAHYII Ha ITIMPOZKHEIE, X B €T0 I'JIa3aX BCIIBIXHYII THEB. XOJIOOHEIM B3TJISIOM OH
IIOCMOTPEII Ha Hee.

— He Hapo, 5 He 1007110 KpEBETKHU. YOepuTe 3To.

U Llusa nobnenHena, efBa coepkKuBas cie3bl. OHa He 0XKHfaa, YTO OH TaK MyOJIUYHO YHUSUT €e.
Benb oHa Oblsla €T0 HACTOsIIEN HEBeCTOM. MecCTo pPsIoM C HUM HOJIXKHO OBIIIO MTPUHA/JIeXaTh el, HO
€ro 3aHs/ KaKou-To yyzkakK. OHa HUYEro He MOTJIa CKa3aTh, U Jaxe ee HoOpoe HaMepeHue MPUHECTH
eMy ey OBITI0 BCTPe4YeHO C yIpeKoM. YyBCTBYS IIPe3pUTEIbHBIE BT OKPYKAIOIINX, OHA
3aImjaKana.

— Ilusa, oy croga.

I'enepan Y, yBumes, KakK ero qo4yb CTpafaeT, Cpa3y HaXMYyPUJICS U CTPOrO CKa3asl, YTO IIPUBJIEKIIO0
BHUMaHNe BOoOBCTByIOIeN UMIIepaTPULIBL.

— YT0 cny4unocs?
— BpoBcTByMOIIas ©MNepaTpulla, 3TO I HEJIOBKO IoBeJla ce0sl ¥ pa303nuia KHI35.
Cxka3aB 3T0, OHa IIOKJIOHUIACh ¥ BEPHYyJIach Ha CBOE MECTO.

BnoBcTBylommas uMepaTpulia cpasy [OHsa, B YeM JIeJIo, ¥ ee JIUIOo noTeMHeno. OHa CepauTo
IIOCMOTpeJIa Ha ChIHA.

— Croanb 1131, 4uTO TH menaems? [lusg — TBOS HeBecTa, KaK Thl MOXKEIIb TaK 001XKaTh ee?
OTOT CHIH OBIJI CJIOBHO [€PEBSHHEIN, OHA IIPOCTO He 3Hajla, YTO C HUM JejIaTh.
— Mt erie He 00pyYeHbI, TO3TOMY He CTOUT OBITh CITUIITKOM OJIU3KHUMU.

Croanb 1131 XJTafHOKPOBHO OTBETHUJI, YTO UyTh HE JOBEJI0O BOOBCTBYIOIIYIO UMIIEPATPUILY OO
OeleHCTBa.

— [Idpd... — Cy Komy, rnsaps Ha ero cepbe3HOoe BhIpaXKeHUe JIMla, BOPYT 3aX0TeNI0Ch CMESTHCS, U OH
OEeUCTBUTEILHO PAaCCMesIICS.

9TOT MyXK4KHAa ObIT JEeHCTBUTEIIEHO MUJI!

Ha Gepery peku GbIJI0 TIOJTHO Hapofa. JIIogu TONMUIKUCH, Beds OeTel 3a PYKY, MoamepKuBast
CTAapUKOB, YTOORI IIOCMOTPETh Ha CETOHSIITHIE TOHKY Ha JIOIKax-IpakoHax. HaBepxy,
BmoBCTByIOIIAst UMIIEPATPHUIIA, HOITOE BPEMS HaXOOUBINASACS B YeIUHEHUH JBOPIIA, YBUAEB TaKyI0
OKWBJIEHHYIO CIIEHY, C PaIOCThI0 pa3roBapuBaja C OKPYKalOUMMU, Ha JIUIIe ee urpasa yiasoKa.

Cy XKowmy, rnapsg Ha TOJNY BHU3Y, BOPYT 3aMeTHI OLHOTO YeJIoBeKa.

Cpenu tonmnsl AHb JISIH, OIETHIY B POCKOIIIHBIE OfI€KObI, OCTOPOXKHO MogaepxKuBan Yxkao TSHb, U OHU
HaIPaBJISJIUCh K APyroMy 4daitHoMy momy. [Toxoxe, Aub JIgH 661 O11M30K K TOMY, YTOOB 3aBOeBaTh
cepAie KpacaBUIIHL.

— Croans 13u, nocmoTpu, — Cy 2KoMy IHYJI €ro HOTOH IIOf CTOJIOM M KUBHYJI BHU3, YTOOBI TOT
TIOCMOTPEJI.

Croans 1[3u nmocnenoBa ero B3rAAy U yBUmen, Kak Yxao TaHb 4yTh He ynana, u AHb JIIH ee



nofepxal.
— Kpacagen u KpacaBulla, TpeKpacHas napa. Mapku3 YK9Hb03H X0POIIIO0 TPOCYUTAT.

Ceituac dub JIgH yKe CITyKUI U ObLJI IPUHAT B AKageMuio XaHb/IMHb. XOTS €r0 NOJIKHOCTD Oblla He
BBICOKOM, OHa Onlna 3HauuMoi. OcTaibHbIE TaKXKe MOIYYUIIN OOJIXKHOCTH, HO He TaKKe BBICOKHE, KaK
y HeTo.

— Croans 1131, Moii gef, MoxoxKe, JeHCTBUTEIBHO TOTOB OTJIaTh CBOIO MPEKPACHYI0 BHYUKY. f1 MOMHIO,
9Ta [eByIIKa Onlna BiiobieHa B Te0s.

Elrle mpu IepBoi BCTpeYe OH 3aMeTHJI, KaK OHa CMYIIEHHO CMOTpesia Ha Hero, ¥ 9TOT B3TJISI IO CHUX
1op GBI y HETO Tepeq ria3aMu.

Croanb 113u, BCTPETHUB €TI0 HACMEIIJINBHIM B3I, PAaBHOAOYIIHO OTBEJI I'JIa3d U ITIOCMOTPEIJI BHUS.

— V MeHSs yKe eCTh HOMUHAJIbHAS HEBECTa, OH He ITO3BONIUT CBOEH BHYYKe CTATh MOEH HAJIOXKHUIIEH.
9ub JISH — TAJAHTIUBEIN Y€JI0BEK, Y HEr0 eCTh CMEJIOCTh U YM. MapKu3, eCTECTBEHHO, X04eT
CONMU3UTHLCS C HUM. XOTS 51 ¥ KHSI3b, HO B CTOJIMIIE BCE 3HAIOT, YTO S HE HHTEPECYIOCh XKEeHIIHHAMH.
MapKu3 mpeKpacHO IIOHUMAEeT, UTo 5 ero He mo0mo. Te myMaels, OH He TeTancs? ITpocTo
BmoBCTBYyIOIIast UMIEpPATPHUIlA €T0 OCTAHOBHIIA.

— A, BoT Kak! — BoT mouemy, mogymas OH, TaKOM XUTPHIHM YeI0BeK, Kak Mapku3 Yk3Hb091, He
IIOTIEITAJICS BOCIIONIb30BaThCs UM. OKa3blBaeTcsl, BHOBCTByIOIasa UMIepaTpUIla OKPyKusa 3T0 LEPEBO
JKeJe3HOU U3TrOPOObIo.

— Bonee Toro, ero crapiias BHy4YKa yKe CTaja HaJIOKHUIEN BO JBOPIIE, U OH 3HAET, YTO €r0
Mafllas BHy4YKa He CMOXKeT BOWTU B pe3ufieHInI0 KHA3s [lyaHs. ITo 6anaHC BlacTi, — OpPOCUB Ha
Hero B3rman, Cioanb LI3u mocMmotpen Ha Hanb Boii.

Hanb Baii cpa3y e 1oBepHYJICS U OBICTPO NMPUHEC KYBIINH BHHA, IIOCTAaBUB €T0 Ilepef HUMH.
— YT0 5TO 3@ BUHO?
— OcTaTKu IpoIInIoro pa3a, Kak pa3 aBe OYThIIKH.

— A, — Hanp Bait manun Buso, u Cy 2Komy nmogHsn 60Kaj, IIOGHECS ero K HOCYy. 3HaKOMEBIM apoMat
BMHA Cpa3y ke 3aCTaBUJI €T0 3aKPHITh IJla3a OT YOOBOIbCTBUS.

Oun YOKHYJIUCH 0OKaylaMK ¥ BBIITHIN 3aJIIIOM.

— Hacnepnuxk Cy? Hacnennuk Cy? — B 3TOT MOMEHT CHapyXku pa3fajicsd TPOMKUY I'0JI0C, 3By4YaBIIuU
CTPaHHO, TOX0XKEe Ha peYb KOYEBHUKOB.

Bce mocmoTpenu BHU3 U, YBUOEB [IBYX YEJIOBEK B (PHOJIETOBBIX OfeXKOax 3alagHbIX 3eMeJlb, Cpa3y XkKe
opocunu Ha Cy KoMy cTpaHHBIE B3TJIIAL. TOT TOCMOTPEN BHU3 U HaxMypuics. OH He 3HaJl 3TUX
JTIOMeH.

— Thl ¥X 3Haelb? — B CTOJNHUIE OBUIO MHOTO KOYEBHUKOB, IIPHUEXaBIINX CO BCETO MUPa: XYHHY,
JKyKaHU U IpyTHe.

— Het, — Cy KoMy yBepeHHO moKadaJl I'0JI0BOM.

B sToT MoMeHT BroBcTBylomas uMnepaTputia 1 Cioanb 43 00paTUIN Ha 3TO BHUMaHMUE.



Mapku3 Yk3Hb03 BEICYHYJICS, TOCMOTPEN HAPYXKYy, a 3aTeM B3rsgHy Ha Cy 2Komy.
— XKomy, moxoxke, OHU UIIYT TEOS.

— Ommubaennes, S UX He 3HAIO.

[ToBepHyB 60kasn, Cy 2KoMy paBHOAYIIHO YIILIOHYJICS.

KoueBHukwu, yBupes, 4to Cy 2Komy He obpaliaeT Ha HUX BHUMaHUs, IIOCTOSIIM HEMHOT'O 1, B3[JOXHYB,
YILJIH.

Bce ato Cioanb 1131 crIoKOWHO Ha6II0Mai, cierka HaXMypPHUBIIIUCE, B €T0 Tfla3aX YUTaI0Ch
Pa3MEbIIIIeHHE.

— Hamus 1O, mpocnenu, KTo OHH.

Cy ZKoMy HemaBHO IIpHexas, U, CYOs 10 ero XapaKTepy, eciid Obl OH JeMCTBUTENIbHO 3HAJT 9TUX
JIIofiel, OH OBl He IIPUTBOPUIICS, YTO HEe 3HAET. 3HAYUT, 3TH KOUEBHUKHU YTO-TO 3aMBILIISIIN.

— JlapmHo, naBaiiTe cuenaeM ctaBku. KTo, mo-Bamemy, nobeguT cerogHsa? — BICOKUM, XyqOLIaBhIN
YUHOBHUK C IIPOHUIATEILHEIM B3TJISIIOM BCTAJl U TPOMKO OOBSBUII.

— 9T0 MUHUCTP ¢HHHAHCOB [1aH, YMHBIN U CIIOCOOHBIN YeJI0BEK, 0YEHb [IEHUMBIH UMIIEPATOPOM, —
CroaHb 1134, B3rJISHYB Ha MUHUCTPA, npefacTtasuil ero Cy 2Komy.

Cy KoMy 1mocMOTpes Ha Hero ¥ 3aMeTHJI, YTO MHOTHe 00paTuIu BHUMaHUe Ha eT0 KHUTY.
— CKOJIBLKO KOMaHL?

OTa KHUTA, BePOSTHO, ObIIa [JIs 3allMCH CTaBOK. ITormaxuBas mogoopomok, Cy 2Komy 3agymancs. Ox
TOJIBKO YTO IIPHEXAJI B CTONUITY U HYXKIAJICS B MeHbrax. YToOk 3aXBaTUTh TEPPUTOPHIO, TPEOOBAIOCH
MHOTO cpencTB. KoHeuHO, ceiiuac OH OBIJI 3HATHOTO IIPOMCX0XK/CHUS ¥ He MOT IeHCTBOBATh OTKPEITO,
HO €My OIPENeIeHHO HyKHBI ObITA CBOM aKTHBHI.
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