3a KPeImoCTHEIM PBOM TOJIITHAIIOCH HECMETHOE KOJIUYeCcTBO mofei. bamrHsa FOuxu, mocTpoeHHast
CIIelMaIbHO IS COPEBHOBAHUY Ha JIOIKaX-ApPaKOHaX, C TPeX CTOPOH Owlyla oOpallleHa K peke, OTKyma
OTKpBIBAJICS ITPEKPaCHLIM BUM Ha BCe IIPOUCXOAsIee Ha Boe. B 9ToM rogy uMmepaTop u ero CBUTA
HabJIoMany 3a TOHKaMU UMEeHHO 3[eCh. BOKpYT OalllHu IIJIOTHHIM KOJIBIIOM CTOsIJIa KMIIepaToOpcKas
rBapaus, 3alluilas ee Tak, YTO faXKe Myxa He MOorJa Obl IIPOJIETETh.

HMx skunax MefaeHHo ocTaHOBuCS. Cy 2KoMy OHUM IIPHIKKOM CIIPHITHYJI C KOJIECHUIIH KaK pa3 B
TOT MOMEHT, KOorfila BmoBCTByOIIas UMIlepaTpyrlia BEIXOAMIIa U3 CBOEro MajaHKuHa. [I71s1 ynobcTBa Bce
OBbLTH OJIETH B TOBCEOHEBHYIO ofexkay. 3a Cioanb U3 yxKe ciiefoBasa Iieas TOINa TPUABOPHBIX.

Y Llus nmopotna K UX 9KUMaxy, HexkHo risaas Ha CioaHb 1131, KOTOPBIN BRIXOTUIT U3 HETO.

BpocuB Ha Hee B3I U OKMHYB B30pOM 0XKUBJEeHHYI0 ynuily, Cy 2KoMy IOHSJI, 4TO [0 Hadana
COpPEBHOBAHUY 0CTaBaIOCh KaK MUHUMYM 4dac. CuzmeTh 6e3 fena eMy He XOTeJ0oCk.

— Yro TH ONATH 3amyMan? — XonogHo crnpocun Cioanb 1[31, 3aMeTHB, Kak y Toro 3aberanu riasa.

Y llus mopgotia ¢ MaJleHbKUM BEEPOM B pyKaX, Ha JIMIle ee Urpajia HexkHas yieiOKa. [ Ha 9Ty
ynbiOKy, Cy 2KoMy mo4yBCTBOBAJ pasfgpaxKeHue. B crenyiomlyio CEKYHIY OH COBEPIINII TOCTYTIOK,
KOTOPBIM YOUBUII aXke ero caMoro.

O=H cxBaTun CroaHb 1131 3a pyKy, LIMPOKO YIIBIOHYJICS U OBICTPO HAIIPABUJICS B TOJIIY.

Croans LI3u cy3us ria3a, OMIEIOMIEHHO OIMYCTUII B3TIISAM Ha PYKY, KOTOPYIO TOT KPEMKO OepKall, u
TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, KaK Cep/Ile 3aKOJIOTUIIOCH C OEIIeHON CKOPOCTHIO.

— IlaBaii c6eXUM ¥ HEMHOTO TIOTYJIsieM, — 00epHYBIIKCH K omreniomnenHomy Cioanb L3u, Cy 2Komy ¢
YIIBIOKOM TTPOU3HEC.

Y Llus cMoTperna Ha TO MeCTO, TJie UCYe3JIU BOE, ee TUII0 0obeqHe o, TyOsl Clerka Apoxkaiy, a B
r71a3axX YMTaNach SIPOCTh.

— YT0 5TO C HUMH?

OGepHyBIKCh, BooBcTByMOIas uMneparpuiia ysuzaena, kak Cy 2Komy u Cioanb 1]3u cMeIIanucs C
TOJITIOM, ¥ C YOUBJIEHNEM 00paTuiach K CBOEMY ChIHY, UMIIEPaTOpy.

Croans Ys 0wl e1rfe Oojiee o3amaudeH, B ero rjia3ax YuTaaach 3aBUCTE.

— Crapuru#t 6paT mouesn ryasaTh, MaTyIka. [1oxoxe, Bbl ObITH MpaBhl. C TEX IMOP KaK OH BCTPETHUI
2Komy, ero xapakTep craj 0ojiee 4eJI0BEYHBIM.

— BepHo, — ycBIaB c10Ba ChiHa, BIOBCTBYIOIIas UMIIepaTpuIla yIbI0HyIach ¥ MaxHyIa PyKOH,
II03BOJIUB UM J€JIaTh, YTO XOTST.

— JlagHo, — oTniycTuB ero pyKy, Cy 2KoMy ¢ pagocThio ornsgesncs Bokpyr. [ToBciogy Obin
pa3HooOpa3Hble 3aKyCKH, B TOM YHCJie yIU4Has efa. CerofHs OH BHIIIE] UMEHHO AJIS TOT0, YTOOH He
CULeTh Ha BEICOKOM MecTe. K ToMy Xe OH C yTpa ellle HU4ero He eJl ¥ XOTeJl IePeKyCUTh.

[To 06exM CTOpPOHAM YJIUIIEL CTOSIM JIOTKY C Pa3H00Opa3HbIMU 3aKyCKaMU: 3[eCh IpofaBaiu
JIETIeIIKY, JIaMily, caxapHble Gurypku. busnec npoisertan. Cy 2Komy BrIOpar eyt KapeHyio
Kypully, KoTopas Oblla XpyCTSIlel CHapyKU U COUHOU BHYTPH.

— HaﬁTe HaM [OBe, TOJIBKO OTPEXKbTE 3adHIOI0 YaCTh, — B3rJISHYB HA LEHHUK, OH OOCTAJI U3 KapMadHa



IBa/IlaTh MOHET ¥ OPOCUII UX B JKeJle3HyI0 KOpPOOKy IMpOoaaBIia, XOJIOMHO TPOU3HECH.

— Xoporo, — 00pagoBaBIINCh AeHbraM, IIPoiaBel] B3sJI MaJIeHbKYI0 IeTKY, 0OMaKHYJI ee B COYC U
IIPUTOTOBUJICS HaMa3aTh KYpHILY.

— ITopoxpute, — Croans L]3u NpOTSHY PyKy, OCTaHaBIKUBas €TO0.

[TpomaBel] IOMHSN B3I ¥, YBUAEB 1epeq co00 61aropogHOoro TOCIofrHA, Cpa3y XkKe IMOoAyMall, 4To
TOT CYUTAET €ro IIEeTKY IPS3HOM.

— He GecmokoiiTech, TOCIIOOWH, MOS II[eTKa YUCTad.

— He B 3ToM mieno. OH He MOXKET eCTb KPEBETKHU. BBl TOJIBKO YTO 9TOM IIETKOM Ma3alu KPEeBETKU, —
PSAIOM C )KapeHOoU Kypullell Ha BepTelie XXKapuiIuch Tpu 6onbinre KpeBeTKy, U CioaHb 1[3u 3ameTur,
KaK IIfeTKa Kacajlach 1X, BIMTAB 3allax.

Cy KoMy ¢ ynuBIeHHEM IIOCMOTPEIT Ha HEeTo, ITIOYYBCTBOBAB JIETKOE BOJTHEHUE. DTOT MyKUYKUHA
NEeUCTBUTEHHO ObLT BHUMATEJIEH.

— IIpocTuTe, rocrnoau, 5 3a0bLI, UTO Y HEKOTOPHIX TOCTEN ajijieprus Ha KpeBeTKH, — IIPofaBel] TyT
JKe [oCTaJl U3-TI0f CTOJIa HOBYIO IIeTKY, 000as ee KUISTKOM, BBUIATI CTAPHIX COYC ¥ HaJIUII CBEXKUY,
II0CJIe Yero CHOBa HaMa3aJll Kypully.

— BoT, rocioguH, — 3aBepHYB KypHUlly B TpoMacieHHylo 6ymary, oH npoTsHyn ee Cy 2Komy.
ToT B3si1 ee 1, HE 3agyMBIBasiCh, MPOTSIHYT ogHy Cioanb LI3u.

Croans LI3u 3aMep, He 0XuOas, 4YTO OHa NIpeJHa3Hadanack eMy. [ToueMy-To B €T0 Cepflle BCILIXHYIa
pPamocCThb, ¥ OH IPOTSHYT PYKY, 4ToOH B3Th ee. Haub FO u Haub Baii, cTosBIIME M03amu, OBLIH
HACTOJIBKO MTOPaXKEeHHI, YTO Y HUX YyTh HE OTBUCIU YeaiocTH. OHUM HEe MOTJIM IIOBEPUTH, YTO UX
XO03S5IMH, C IeTCTBa CTPafaBIINi MaHUEeN YUCTOTh, OQHAXK/LI CTAHET €CTh YIUYHYIO efly.

Croans LI3u crerka HaxXMypuUJICs, TS Ha 3aBePHYTHIM B OyMary Kycok, B I'Ta3ax €ro MeJIbKHYJI0
OTBpallleHuUe.

3ameTuB ero Ope3rnauBeid B3rysm, Cy 2KoMmy ¢ yrIeIOKOM, ITOTHOM 37I0TO YMBICIA, CKA3all:
— Croanb 1131, y Tebs1 4TO-TO B 3yDax.

— B 3y6ax? — noBepuB emy, CioaHb 1131 MPUOTKPELUT POT, COOMUPASICh IIPOBEPUTH, HO B CIIEAYIOLIYIO
CEeKYHOY MaJlIeHbKUH KyCO4YeK KypHUIIbl 0Ka3aJICsl Y HETO BO PTY.

Msarkue TMOOYUIEYKH TIaJIbII€B HEBOJIbBHO KOCHYJIUCH €TI0 A3BIKad, CTIOBHO SHeKTpI/I‘-IeCKI/II;I TOK
HpOGG}KaTI II0 BCEMY TeJly, 3dCTaBUB CepAle OPOTHYTE. Croans 13u IDWPOKO PACKPHII I''Ta3a OT
YOUBJIEHUSA 1 HHCTUHKTHUBHO CXKaJl BY6BI.

[MomyIeuky masnbieB KOCHYIHCh TOPSTYEro SI3bIKa, CJIOBHO POMHMUK, 3aIeMUBIIKNCh 3a €T0 Iajell.
Korma oH OBICTPO BEITACKHUBAJ IaJIell, OH KOCHYJICS 3y0O0B, ¥ BOJIHA YOOBOJILCTBUS BEI3BAJIA
BHE3AITHKIHM IPUITUB CTPACTH.

Hanp 1O u Hanb Bai#i, HaOmogast 3a 9TOW MHTUMHOM CIIeHOM, OBIITH ITOPaXKeHbl, CJIOBHO UX YIAPHUIIO0
MOJIHHEH. ITO... HacmegHUK TOJIBKO YTO MOALIYTUIT Hafl UX X03duHOM? UTo UM menaTh? M30UTh ero
0 TTOJIyCMepTH unnu youts Ha MecTe? Kasanoch, 06a BapraHTa OBIIM HETIPUEMIIEMEI.



— KxM... Msico Hemoxoe, — B 3aMellaTenbCcTBe CioaHb L[31 HEBOIBHO IIpou3HeC.

Hans O 1 Haub Baii yke He MOT/IH onucaTh CBOM YyBCTBA IIPOCTO Kak LIOK. MX X03511H, KOTOPHIA
paHbllle TOBOPHUJI, YTO €CTh YIMUHYIO €0y — 9TO MeJJIeHHOe CaMOyOUICTBO, TeNeph yTBEPKIAAI, YTO
OHa BKyCHas.

X03s¥H, B CeHYac CoBepIlaeTe MejieHHOe caMOyOHHCTBO, BE 3HAETE?

— KxM... meiicTBuTembHO Hemnoxo, — Cy 2KoMy moBepHYJICs, CKphiBast 6JIECK B T/la3ax, U MOIIeN
BIIEpEL.

Croanb 1131 HMYero He ckasail, rmop B3rnsgmaMu Haub FO u Haub Bai, KoTopeie OBITH IOPazKeHBI
CJIOBHO yIapOM MOJIHHMHY, OH C U3SIIIECTBOM U CIIOKOHNCTBHEM €J1 KYPUHYIO HOXKKY.

[TogHaBIINCH HaBEPX, OHU CPA3y IIPUBIIEKIIN Bceo61uee BHHMAaHUeE. BJIOBCTBYIOH.IBFI HMIIepaTpHuiIia,
YBUOEB UX, C PaJOCTBIO IIOMaXalla, YTOOBI OHHU IIOOOIIIN.

— Martyuika, — OHM BCTAJIA PSAOM U IMIPOU3HECIIH 9TO OJHOBPEMEHHO.
BmoBcTByIOIIAst ©UMIEpaTpPHUIla TOCMOTPETIAa HA HUX U KUBHYJIA.
— CapmuTecs, 0TCIOa OTKPBIBAETCS IMPEKPACHBIN BUl HA COPEBHOBAHMUSI.

Cy ZKomy ornsimerncsi. baiHs Oblsia BEICOKOM, ¥ C Hee MOXKHO OBIJIO BUIETh BCE, UTO IIPOUCXOIUIIO
BHU3Y. BOKpyT cupenu BEICIIYE YNHOBHUKY U YJIEHBl UMIIEPATOPCKOM ceMbHU. BOOBCTBYyOIMas
UMIlepaTpulia ¥ UMIIepaTop HaXOAUIUCh B IIeHTpe. biuxke BCero K UMnepaTopcKoMy KpPecCiy CTOSIO0
Kpecino Cioanb 1131, a psgnoM ¢ HUM OBIJIO ellle OOHO MECTO, BEPOSTHO, TpefHa3HaueHHoe o U Luu.
«XM, — mogyMal OH, — a I'le e MHe CUeTh?» BHU3y Bce MecTa ObIIM 3aHSATH, a CBOOOIHBIX
0CTaBaJIOCh TOJIBKO ABa. Ha omHOM M3 HUX CHfea [eBylIKa. Heyxenu eMy IpUOETCSA CECTh PSILOM C
Heu?

B aTor MmoMmeHT Bomwta U Lus, yBunges cBoOogHOe MecTo psapoM ¢ Cioanb 1131, oHa TalHO
obOpaioBanace.

CroaHb L13u cen, BEIMBUI PYKH, B34J1 II0JIOTEHLE, KOTOpoe nofan Haup KO, BEITEp UX U, IOOHSB B3I,
nocMmoTpen Ha Cy 2Komy.

— Wnu croma.

Ero cnoBa 3actaBunu U L{uto, KoTopas yxke cobupasack IOJONTH, 3aMepeTh. Ee muIo mokpacHesno ot
CTBITA.

Cy 2KoMy CIIOKOWHO IIOAOLIEN U CEJl PALOM C HUM.
Hanw Bali npuHec ropsg4yio BOAYy U ITOCTaBUJII ITIepe HUM.

OH ommyCTHUI PyKH B BOAY, CMBIJT KUP OT KYPHIILI, @ 3aTEM B3sJI ITOJIOTEHIIE, KOTOpOoe ofan Haus 10, u
BBITEP PYKH.

VX meliCcTBUSA BBHITJIAAEIIN HACTOJIBKO €CTECTBEHHO, UTO Te, KTO 3aMeTUJI 3T0, Cpa3y XKe Hadalau
menTaThcst, Opocas Ha Y Lluio KoJIK¥e B3TJISAHL.

Y Lus, yBuOeB CTpaHHbIe B3TJISOE OKPYKAMIINX, C TPYIOM ClepKasia Cie3kl, T'yOrsl ee IpoKaiiu.



— [ust, moyeMy THI He UOEIIb K CBOEH MBOIOPOOHOM cecTpe? f ke MOMpPOCHIia ee OCTaBUTh Tebe
MeCTO, — YBUIEB, UTO OHA CTOUT Ha MecTe, BHOBCTByIOIasa nMIepaTpulia C yAUBIIEHUEM CIIPOCHUIIA.

— [la, BooBcTBytomas uMmnepartpuiia, — Y Lust ¢ TpymoM coepxkaiia Ciie3kl, HaTSHYTO YILIOHYIach U
IIOKJIOHUJIACh, ITOCJIe Yero HalpaBUiIach K eQUHCTBEHHOMY CBOOOTHOMY MECTY.

— Kus13b Caup npulst! — cHapyXKu pasfgascs TPOMKHUYM T'OJI0C, COTIPOBOXKAAEMEIH JIETKUM KalllJIEM.

Kus3p CsiHb, nereHmapHbIi 6071bHOM. [[0BOPUIIHY, YTO 3TOT KHSI3b OBIJT HEBEPOSITHO TaJaHTIIUB, U
TOKOWHBIM UMIIEPATOP BO3/aran Ha Hero 6onbinue Hagexkabl. OMHAaKO B BOCEMHAMATE JIET OH OBLIT
paHeH HaeMHUKOM U C TeX IOp He MOT 06X0fuThCs 6e3 ekapcTB. Bce cunTanmu 310 G60BIION
IIOTEPEN.

Paswmermsis 06 aToMm, Cy 2KoMmy yBumen, Kak B 3aJT BOIIE BEICOKHH, XyOOUW MyKYKWHA C OJIeIHBIM
nuioM. Ero pockorHas ofgexia He MOTIa CKPBITh Cl1a00CTh.

Cnyra noppepzxuBai ero, MefjIeHHO IIOfIBOAA K BIOBCTBYIOIIEH UMIIepaTPUILIE.
— Iloknon maTymke. Kxm...

— BcTaBaii, 3aueM THI KJIaHseIbcs? IIocMOTPH Ha CBOe COCTOSIHKE, He KITaHSHCs. BEICTPO TOMOTH
CBOEMY XO3SIUHY CECTh PSIOM CO MHOM.

BnoBcTBylomas uMIepaTpulia C JaJloCTho B3sijla €r0 3a PYKYy U 3aMeTHIa, YTO faXke B TaKyio XKapy
ero pyku 6wy nepssHeIMUA. OHa OBICTPO KX MOTEPIIA.

Cnyra 6eicTpO g00aBUI MECTO PSIOM C BOoBCTBYyMOMIEN MMIEpaTpuliel, YToOH KHSI3b CSIHb MOT
CECTb.

— [ToueMy THI BHIIIIETT B TAKOM COCTOSTHUU? — B3TJISTHYB Ha ero OnemHoe nuto, CioaHb 113u
HAXMYPHUJICS ¥ HEJOBOJIBLHO CIIPOCHIL.
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