— Bpar Cy, Tl He 3Haelb. B To BpeMst MaTh... MaTh He Oblla TI00MMa OTLIOM, eciu OBl He 5 u Opar,
oHa Ol JaBHO yMepia. B meTcTBe g oyeHb /00U, KOra MeHS HOCUIX Ha CIUHE, BCeraa IPOCU
OpaTa HOCUThL MeHS, Be3[ie, Jaxe B IIKOJY, ¥ BCce cMesiuch. Ho TallkoM 51 BCE paBHO IIPOCHUJI, YTOOH
OH HOCHUJI MeHs. §1 BRIpoC Ha cruHe GpaTa, OH ObLI A1 MeHs u OpaToM, ¥ OTIOM, 3auuias MeHs. C
caMoro feTcTBa O6paT OBUT OUeHb CTPOTMM, KaK MaJIEHbKUY CTAPUYOK: TO Pyral MeHs 3a
HEIOCyIIaHKWe, TO CHOBA HAKJIOHSJICS, YTOORI S MOT YCHYTb Y HEero Ha cuHe. OgHaXIbel €0 PaHUITH
B CIIMHY HAEMHUKH, 5 OBIJT MaJ€HbKUM U He TIOHUMAJI, YTO IIPOMCXOMHUT, HO BCE paBHO TpeboBa,
yTOOBI OH HEC MEHSI, IJIaKaJl ¥ KpudaJ, yCTpauBajl UCTEPUKH. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OpaT BCE PaBHO ITOHEC
MeHs. ¢ TOMHIO, KaK KPOBb 3aJIijia BCI0 MO0 I'PY/b, 9TO BHIJISAAENO y&KacHO. C Tex mop s 60biIe
HUKOTZa He IPOCusI 6paTa HECTU MEHS.

CMOTpS Ha HEro, Ha JIMIle UMIIepaTopa MOSBUIACh JerkKas I'PyCTh U ropeds. Ero crapmmii 6part ¢
[EeTCTBa 3alluIIal ero OT BCeX HeB3TOf.

Ycneimas 310, Cy 2KoMy I04yBCTBOBaJI CTPAHHYIO TOPEYb B CepAlie. ITOT MyXK4YKWHa, HaBEPHOE, TOXKE
IIPOLIETT Yepe3 MHOT0€e, TI03TOMY CTall TAaKUM.

— [Touemy? ThI cTas rinaBoi ceMbu, a He OH? OOBIYHO B OONBIINX CEMBbSX TTIaBOM CTAHOBUTCS
CTapIINy CHIH, I0YEMY Xe 30eCh HHa4e?

Croanp Ys yneIOHYICS.

— IToTromy uTO B TO BpeMs (paBOPHUTKa MOET0 OTIla ©Mejla OTPOMHOE BIIUSIHYE, U OHA TAalHO
COTpyZHMYAJIa C TBOUM [eloM, I09TOMY HacJegHUKAa AOJIr0 He Ha3Havyanu. [IoToM s pogumcs, u
BenuKui Mactep FOHb A3k CKa3asl, 4To s poXK[eH OBITh I'JIaBO¥ ceMbH. bpat OblI 0YeHb pafl, u
BMECTE C MaTephi0 OHM CHEJaIu BCE, YTOOH 3alIUTUTL MeHs. Benukuit Mmactep FOHb A13H OB
yBazkaeMBIM 4eJI0BEKOM, ero CJI0Ba MMeJu 60JIbiIoi Bec. bpaT Tpu OHS ¥ TPU HOYHM CTOST Ha KOJIEHSX
Iepeqn ero oMoM, I0Ka He IIOTepsiyI CO3HaHUe, U TOJIBKO TOTa MacTep COTJIacUJICS BBICTYIUTh 3a
MeHsd. IToce 9TOro s cTaa riiaBol CEMBH.

— Bot kak. KcTaty, moueMy OH Tak HEHaBUOUT NITUL] U OPYTUX KUBOTHBIX C II€PbAMU?

Cy XKomy maxe He 3aMETHJI, UTO CETOQHS BCE €T0 PA3rOBOPHI C UMIIEPATOPOM TaK WM MHaYe
Kacanuch CroaHb 113u.

— 9T0... KAXeTCcs, MaTh TOBOPHJIA, YTO B JETCTBE IITHIIA YYTh He KITIOHYJIAa ero B Ijias3, ¥ C TeX 0P OH
CTaJl HeHaBUETh NTHUIl. Kak TONbKO BUAUT UX, Y HETO MypaIlIKu 10 Koxke. M3-3a 3Toro crapummi 6paT
B [IETCTBE YaCTO BUOEJ KOIIMAaphl U IMUCAJICS B IIOCTETID.

[Tucancs B moctenp?!
— Xa...
Ycneimas 310, Cy 2KomMy 4yTh He ymas C JTOOKH OT CMexa.

Boxe! OH He MOT IpPeCTaBUTh, KaKOe BhIpaxkKeHue Nuila OBII0 OBl ¥ 3TOr0 CTPOTOro pedEHKa, Koraa
OH ITPOCHITIAJICS YTPOM U BUAEI MOKPYIO IIPOCTHIHIO. DTO OBIJIO TPOCTO HEBEPOSITHO CMeIHO. Xa... OH
YyTh HE YMep OT CMeXxa.

OHM KavyasuCh Ha JIOOKE, pa3roBapuBasi, ¥ He3aMeTHO IIPOTOBOPUIIU [OJIT0e BpeMsi, 06CyXKmasi TOIBKO
Croanb 1I3u. Cy 2Komy o6Hapyxui, 4yTo CioaHs LI3u ¢ meTcTBa ObII CEPLE3HBIM, 3TO OBITIO
BPOXKIEHHBIM, ¥ 3TO OBIIIO 0OYeHb 3a0aBHO.



[Toka c3anu He pa3faics pe3Kui roioc:
— Cy XKowmy.

['omoc GBI HETPOMKKM, HO OH 3aCTaBUJI UX B3APOrHYTh. OHU pe3K0 00epHYIUCH U, YBUIEB HAa MOCTY
Croans 1131 ¢ XONMOMHBIM JTUI[OM, ITOHSIJIH, YTO JieJia IJIOXH.

A 3a HUM CTOsIIa [Ieflast TPYIIIa IepeoneThX OXPaHHUKOB, ¥ CioaHb U9 MMOHSJ, YTO MAaTh yKe 3HAeT
00 ¥X BBIXOIKE, YTO NOGABUIIO0 €My HOCAMH.

Brimmnu IOT'yJIsATH, 4 TEIIEPD IIOMATUCh. CeropHs ux yoada ABHO OTBEPHYJIIACH.

Onu BhIIIH Ha Oeper u moponiu K Croads 113u. CroaHb U3 BHTIISOEN, KaK TPOBUHUBIINNICS PEOEHOK,
a Opyroi, C BEICOKO IIOTHSTOM T'OJI0BOM, BEITJIAMEN TaK, OyATO HUYETO He IIPOU30IIIIO, YTO Cpa3y XKe
pasoznuno Cwoans L[3u.

— Cy KoMy, T He 3Haelb, KTO OH? Byayuu HacnegHUKOM, Tl BEIBEJI FOCyHaps Ha YIIHIly, 3TO
CJIMILKOM [IeP3KO.

— 4 mep30k? f BHIIIEN OOWH, & TBOK OpaT IIPOCTO CIy4YalHO BCTPETUII MeHS, S TyT BooOIIe HU NIpH
YEM.

— Torpma 4t0 g BUXKy? Vu 3T0 MOM rajiloIuHauuu? BEl BOE CMESIUCh U pa3roBapuBaiu Ha JIOAKE.

— IIpocto coBnapeHue. Cioymay, 3a4eM Tak 37UThCsA. OH rocymapb, HO OH TOXe 4esioBek. He meman
13 HEro CaMOro Hec4aCTHOT'0 Majb4uKa B MUpe. MyK4unHa JOJIKeH Iocjie paboThl HaXOAUThH CIIOCOOBI
paccnabuThCs, 4TO B 3TOM 1110X0ro? Th 3a0bL1, OH y2Ke BHIPOC, ¥ 60bille HE TOT peOEHOK, KOTOPHIN
TIaKaj U MPOCut Te0st HECTH €ero.

Bbpocus Ha Hero B3rnsan, Cy 2Komy BMmecTe ¢ [lluToy pa3BepHyIics u yiuen, octaBub CioaHb L3u ¢
BEIpaXKeHUeM SIPOCTHU Ha JIULE.

Croanb Yo, YBHOEB €TI0 XO0JIOOHOE JINIIO, IIOHAJ, KaK CUJIbHO OH 0eCIIOKOHIICS.
— CTapH.II/IfI 6paT, IIPOCTH, CEeTOOHA A IIOCTYIIUII OIIPOMETYHUBO.

OH IIPOCTO CNMIIKOM YCTaj B ITOC/IegHEee BPeMs U XOTeJI IPOTyAThca. K ToMy ke y Hero Obuin
CKPBITHIE OXPAHHUKY U [IBa ONBITHHIX CJIYTH, IO3TOMY OH U PEIIUJICS BEIUTH.

I'naps Ha 9TOr0 CUNIBbHOrO MyXK4uHY, Croans 1[3u BcmoMHuUI cnoBa Cy 2KoMy U TUXO B3OOXHYIL.

— B cnepytomuit pa3, Korpaa BeIMEIIb U3 ABOPIA, BO3bMU OO0JIbINe TI0fiel, MaTh 04eHb OECIIOKOUTCS.
Bo3sBparmaiics.

[TonipaBuB emy ofexny, CioaHb 1[31 pa3BepHYJICS U MOIIEN BIEPEH.

Croanp Y3 oKupma Hoiroi HOTAMK, HO BMECTO 3TOTO C YAUBJIEHUEM ITI0CMOTPEJI Ha CIIMHY CBOETO
OpaTa ¥ MOTSAHYJI 3a PyKy OJIMKAUIIEro CiIyry.

— MHe 110Ka3aj0Ch, UJIM CETOgHS CTapIIui OpaT OTIYCTUIT MEHS?
Cnyra, yCnBIIIaB 3TO, 3aAyMaJICs, a 3aTeM OBICTPO TIOHSTI.

— locoguH, rocmozxka OblTa mpaBa, rocroauH Cy uMeeT oco0oe 3HaYeHHE B cepplle mpuHIla. OgHOTO



€ro CJIOBA XBATHJIO, YTOOKI IIPUHII OTITYCTHII BacC. Panbie oH OB 00s13aTEILHO IIPOYHUTAJI BaM 9YaCOBYIO
JIEKIIUIO O OOJIr'e UMIIepaTopad.

9to npapa! Yceneimas 910, CtoaHb U3 mOYyBCTBOBa Iy0okoe yBaxeHue K Cy 2KoMy, KOTOPBI#H IIEN
BIlepenu. [1efCTBUTENLHO, OH OB YeJI0BEKOM, CIIOCOOHBIM BBI3BATh THEB Y CTapIero 6paTa, 3To
OBLIIO BIIEYATISAIOLIE.

— ITominu.
Bupgs, uto onu yxopsaT, CroaHb Y3 mocmemuna 3a HUMU.

Cy KoMy He oOpaiiaj BHIMaHUS Ha OpaTheB, HECIIEIIHO IIaras o yauie. [1ia4 Ha TyHY, OH TUXO
HaleBaJsl IeCHI0, KOTOPYIO CHIBIIIAN Iepell CMEPTHIO B IIPOIUION XKU3HU — «Korma Thl COCTapUILIbCI».
Ceropusa Croans Y5 HAIIOMHUI €My OJHOI0 4YeJlIoBeKa, KOTOPOT0 OH CUUTAJI CBOUM 3JIeUIIUM BparoM B
IIPOIIJION XKU3HU. B IeHb, KOTHa OH ero BhITHAJ, OBUT eT0 IeHb POXKIEHUS, U 3TOT [TapeHb, BHIIUB
HEMHOTO0, Ha4aJl IIeTh 3Ty IEeCHIO.

Torpa oH momyMar, YTO OH CyMacCUIeIIINi, HO, TPOXKUB BTOPYIO XKU3Hb, OH ITOYEMY-TO BCErfia SICHO
IIOMHMII 3TO.

MoxeT ObITh, 9TO OB €ro BUf, KOTa OH IIeJI ¥ IJlaKaJsl, MU TO, KaK OH 00HMMaJl ero ¥ yMOJIsiI He
yXOOuTh. B TOT MOMEHT OH IIOYYBCTBOBAJI YTO-TO, BEOh 3TO OBIJT YEJIOBEK, KOTOPOT'O0 OH CaM BHIPACTHIL.

2Kanp, HO TakoBa cynbba! B To BpeMs 9TOT mapeHb, C COIISIMU U Clie3aMM, Kpryall, YTo KOrfa OH
COCTapHUTCS U He CMOXKET XOUTh, BEPHETCS U OyHeT pSfoM C HUM, IeTh 3Ty necHio. OH HUKOTIa He
CIIpallliBal, I0YeMy ero BRITHAJIM, U He 3HaJI, YTO UMEHHO ero ype3MepHas 4oOpoTa cTajia
IPUYUHOMU.

Kak 4ej0BeK U3 KPUMUHAILHOTO MUPA, C PyKaMH, HCTIAYKAHHBIMK KPOBBIO, CKOJIBKO TAaKUX JIIOfIei
MOXKHUBAIOT IO CTApoCTH? [lo6poTa — 3TO BCerga CMepTeNbHas paHa!

*
Korpma TH COCTapHUIITBCS U BOJIOCH ITOOENeI0T,

COH CMODHUT TBOY OYH, [PEMOTA HACTAHET.

Korpa TeI cocTapHuIbcs 1 ¢ TPyaoM Gyaelnb XOOuTb,
Y ouara 3agpeMiellb, BCIIOMUHAsA OBIIBE TOfa.
Korpma THI cocTapuiIbCst ¥ B30p MOTYCKHEET,

CBeT (oHaps CTAHET TYCKJILIM U HEPOBHEIM,

BeTep npuHeceT BecTu 0 Tebe —

ITO ECHST B MOEM CepPIIe.

*

HexXHBIM roNioc, TUXO HalleBalOIINK, 3By4all Ha yIuIle, CIUBAsCh C Pa3roBOpaMu JIIOAel, HO YETKO
noHocuincs po yuen Croass 134, 3Bydya MeIOgUYHO ¥ MIPOHUKHOBEHHO. [I0BEpPHYB I'OJIOBY, OH C
yOUBJIEHHEM IIOCMOTPEJI Ha HEero, HUKOIa He 3Hasl, YTO 9TOT PEIIUTEeIbHBIY MyXK4KHa, KOTOPOTO OH



3HaJI, MOT OBITh TAKUM T'DYCTHBIM.
YTo OH mepekusi, 4ToOHl IeTh TaKyI0 CTPAHHYIO U IeYalbHYI0 IIeCHIO?

Korpga THI cocTapuIlbCs... THL Befib €Il€ He CTap, KakK MOXKelllb 3HaTh, KaKuM Oymelb?
IlefiCcTBUTEIBHO... HEBOCIIUTAHHBIM YeJIOBEK!

B cany, rme 1Beu COTHU I[BETOB, CPeOU MOPS OYTOHOB, IOYB3POCIHIN PEOEHOK cuien Ha 3eMiie. Ero
YEpHbIe BOJIOCH OecTenu, Koxa Obiyia 0eJiol, Kak HepHUT, ¥ KOTHa OH CIy4YarHo MOAHSII TOJIOBY, €T0
YepTH JIKlla OB HaCTOIbKO U3BICKAHHBIMY, YTO Ka3aIuCh BEIPE3aHHBIMU U3 APArOleHHOT0 KaMHS.
Ero 100 GBI BHICOKUM, IO OIMHHBIMY PECHUIIAMY CKPHIBAIMCh OOJIBbIIIKE I'Ia3a, KOTOPhIe CJIOBHO
TOBOPHJIY, @ MaJIeHbKUYU HOC, CIIy4aiHO 3a[IeTHIN TUCTOM, [EPTaics, 4To OBIIO OUeHb MUIIO. Ero
MaJieHbKUH POT OB IJIOTHO CXKaT, a I'la3a BHUMATEIbHO CIIeIUIIA 3a CBOUMH PYKaMU.

YuK-4UK...

Bopyr psimoM ¢ HUM ceja ITHIA ¥ 6pocuiIach Ha HETo.

Pe6GEHOK yBUIEI 3TO, €ro JIUIIO0 KCKA3UJIOCh OT CTPaxa, ¥ OH TPOMKO 3alljlaka:

— Vaa... oTuna... MaMa, nntuna!l

Cy 2KoMy pe3Ko IIPOCHYJICS, OTJISIAENICS 1 MOHS, 4To 3T0 Oyl coH. OH yBupmen CioaHb L[3u B geTcCTBe.
— Boxe! Yto 3a 6pex!

3akpeiB nuio nopyukou, Cy 2KoMmy 3akaTu riasa.

— Bcragai, BcTaBaii!

CHapyxku JpX0 IPHITaa ¥ KPU4al, ero rojoc TPOMKO TOHOCHIICS W3-3a IBEPH.
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