3a Bopotamu CroaHb LI3u yxKe xkpgan. YBUOEB Me[JIEHHO BRIXO[SIIET0 YeJI0BeKa, OH Ha MTHOBEHHE
3amep.

3enénas omexna npupasana Cy 2Komy elné 6osblie XKUBOCTH, €T'0 BHIPA3UTENIbHEIE T1a3a CUSIIU Spye
00bryHOr0. OH LIEN C JIETKOCTHIO, €0 IIary OBIIM YBEPEHHBIMU, U3JTy4Yasi apuCTOKPATU3M, YTO
3aCTaBIISII0 OKPYKAIOIUX YYBCTBOBATh €I'0 3HAUUMOCT.

— TToiméem.

[Mopouins kK HEMY, Cy 2KoMy ¢ NTETKO# yIIbIOKOM TIOBEPHYJICS U CEJT Ha BEICOKOTO KOHSI, CTOSIBIIIETO
PSIOM.

Croans Lizu B3TJIAHYII Ha IIOIIyTasd Ha ero IIjiede, HO HU4YEero He CKad3aJl, a CaM CeJI B KapPeTy.

9To 6biT mepBRIN pa3, kKorga Cy KoMy yBugen UMIepaTopcKuil aBopell. [laxke B IPOIIION XXKU3HU OH
He OBbIBaJI B 3alIpeTHOM ropofe. Ilepen HUM CTOSI/IM BeIMYECTBEHHEIE 3MaHUsI, POCKOIIHEIE U
BeJINYECTBEHHBIE, C KaXKIBIM IIIarOM BCTPEYauCh MMAaBUIbOHEI, YKPaIlleHHbIE IPAaKOHAMU U
KOJIOHHAMM, C U3BICKAHHBIMU HEeTaNsIMu. [lake MCKYCCTBEHHBIE TOPHI BHITISAETH IOITUYHO. JTO
IEeNCTBUTEIHHO OBIIIO MECTO, T/Ie XKWJT BHICIIUYN ITPABUTENTb, ¥ MOXKHO OBIZIO OLTYTUTE BCIO POCKOIIDb U
0oraTCTBO.

Cnenyst 3a Croasb 131, OH TPOXOIUI MEMO CIIy2KaHOK, KOTOPHIE KITAHSIIUCE, ¥ COMIAT,
TaTPYIUPYIOMIUX TeppuTopuio. OHM MUHOBAIK Cafl, OJTHBIN I[BETOB, ¥ MOMOIIIN K TUXOMY [BOPIIY.
Hapm BxomoM Bucena Tabimuuka «JIBoperr CsSoKaH».

I/I3HYTpI/I JOHOCHJINCE PA3TrOBOPEI, da 3aTEM JIETKHe II1ary, siBHO XK€HCKHUe.

Kak Tonmpko Cy 2Komy momymain 06 3TOM, Iepej HUMHU MOSIBAJIACh TPeKpacHasi XKeHIIHa B PO30BOM
TaThe, TPalMo3Has U U3sIIHAsL. ITO Oblla Ta camas Kpacasuia, U Llus, KOTOPY0 OH BUE BYEpa.

KpacaBulla, ecTeCTBEHHO, He 3aMeTHa ero. E€ B3rysan Ol IPUKOBaH K 071arOpOAHOMY KHSI310
IyaHi0, CTOSIILIEMY PSIIOM.

— KH$3b, BH IIPHUIIIIN. BJIOBCTBYIOH_[aSI HMIIEpaTpulla CIIpalliiBajla, HE HpI/IGBIHI/I JIN BHI.

[Momoiipms K CioaHb L[3u, 0OHa yNbIOHYIACk, €€ TON0C OBIT MATKUM U IPUBETIUBHIM. UT0 Kacaetcs Cy
KoMy, mipocTomnoguHa, OH ObUI IIOJTHOCThIO ITPOUTHOPUPOBaH.

Croans LI3u gaxe He B3TJISHYJ Ha HEE, XOJIONHO HAIPABUBIINCH BHYTPh. Cy 2KOMy, YCMEXHYBIIKUCS,
IIOCMOTPEJ Ha TOTeMHeBIIee JINII0 KpacaBUIlE. BunyuMo, oHa Oblia CUIIBHO pasgpaXkeHa.

Bolinst BHYTph, OHU YBUOETH IOXKUIYIO XXKEHIIUHY JIeT MATUNECATH WU MIeCTUAECATH, CUASAIIYIO Ha
TpoHe. OHa 6GbIJIa XOPOIIIO COXPAHUBIIENCS, C TIaAKOM KOXKEeN U M3BICKAaHHEIMU YepTaMH JTulla. Jlaxe
MOPIIUHEI HE MOTJIM CKPHITh €€ ObI0M KpacoTkl. CioaHb LI3u GBI 0YeHb ITOX0XK HA HEE, 4TO
00BSICHSJIO eT0 IPUBJIEKATENIbHOCTh. BUAUMO, OH YHACIENOBall €€ YEPTHI.

— Baiir ceiH IIPUBETCTBYET MATh U XKeEJIa€T en 300POBbBA.

Croanb 131 TOYTUTENBHO OIIYCTHUJICA Ha KOJIEHH Ha KOBép, TJIAns Ha MaTh, HO YI'OJIKOM TI'JIa3ad
3dMETHIJI, 4TO Cy }KOMY OCTaJICA CTOSATE.

Cy }KOMy 3HaJI, 4YTO JOJIZKEH OBLJT IOKJIOHUTHLCS, HO OH HE XOTeJI 9TOr0 menath. BMecTo 3TOro oH
CJIOZKHII PYKH B IIPUBETCTBHH, KAdK 3TO OEJIAIOT JIIOOW U3 MUPA 00€eBBIX HCKYCCTB.



— Monogo# rocnoguH Cy, BEL LOJIKHBI IIPEKJIIOHUTH KOJIEHHU.
U Ius, yBULEB €ro HeBeXJINBOCTh, MATKO yNIBIOHYIaCh ¥ HAallOMHUIIA eMY.

— Mars, npoctute. Cy 2KoMy BEIpOC B Mupe 60eBhIX HCKYCCTB U He 3HAET ABOPLIOBOTO 3TUKeETA. 7
I03Ke Hayuy ero.

Heoxwupnanno, Croass LI3u 3actynuncs 3a Hero, 4yTo ygusuio Cy 2Komy.

BrooBcTByIOIIas uMIepaTpulia yxke He obpalllasia Ha 9TO BHUMaHue. E€ ria3a cusiy, a IuIo
BHIPAXKaJi0 BOTHEHHUE.

— OTo0... CTaphlll BHYK CTaporo KHA34 XsHa. [IuTs, Iogouau Ko MHe, lail MHe B3TJIIHYTh Ha TeOs.
Cka3zas 9T0, OHa IpoTsAHYyNa pyKy K Cy 2Komy.

Cy KoMy He 0Xupan, 94TO €Tr0 I030BYT, HO, B3r/IsAHYB Ha CroaHb 13u, Bcé ke nopomen. OH TOHUMATI,
YTO B 3TOM MUpPE BaXKHO 3HATh CBOU T'PAHUIILL.

— BposcTByOllas nMnepaTpuiia.

OH nuIb TUXO Ha3Ball €€, OCTaHOBUBIIKUCH IIepel Hel.

BposcTByOILlas uMIiepaTpulia BCTajla U HEXXHO [OrjIafuiia ero o JIully.
— THI... OUEHb NTOX0XK Ha CBOEro oTua. OueHb MOX0XK.

OHa B3s71a €ro 3a PyKy, ¥ OT e€ IPUKOCHOBEHUS UCXOOUIIO TEM0, 0T KoToporo Cy 2Komy
HEIPOM3BOJILHO CTAJIO TEeIo Ha myiuie. OH 3HAJI, YTO 9TO He ero YyBCTBa, & OCTATKH OYIIN ero Tefa.

— Mars, 5 y2Ke IPOBEPUIT €er0 KPOBb. ITO TOYHO BHYK CTaporo KHg3s X9Ha.

— 4dT10?

Ycnwias 310, Cy 2Komy pactepsisicss. Korga oHU yclienu B3Th Y HET'0 KPOBb?

Kak 6ynro yrapmas ero mMeiciu, Haub 1O 1maruyn Buepen U mMOKIOHUIICS.

— Mornopmo#i roCIioauH, KPOBb B3SJIU B TY HOYb, KOTIa Bl C TOCIIOOUHOM BHIIIABAJIU.
Xa... 3HauuT, OH Jaxe He 3aMeTUJI, KaK BCE IIPOU30IIIO.

— Xa... 3Ha4uT, BH TaK XOPOIIO JIafIuTe, YTO Jaxke MUK BCIO HOUb. CloaHb L3y, 51 1 He myMmarna, 4To
KTO-TO CMOKET BHITEPIIETh TBOM CTPOTHH XapaKTep. DTO AeHCTBUTEIBHO CyOb0a.

YcneimaB 9T0, BIOBCTBYIOLAs UMIIepaTPHlla pacCMesiach.

Cy KoMy, riaps Ha He€, He 3HaJI, YTO CKa3aTh. BIOBCTByIOIIas UMIEpaTPHIla, C Y€TO Bl PELINIIH,
YTO MBI JIaguM? BHUOUMO, KM3Hb BO OBOPIIE Clelalla e€ CIUIIKOM HauBHOM.

U Lus, cTos paaoM, ONyCTHIIa Iia3a, IOIHbEIe 3aBUCTU. KaKO!-TO IPOCTOIIOANH CMOT Tak
o0pagoBaTh BOOBCTBYIOIIYIO UMIIEPATPHUILY.

[1dd... Opxo mpunetesn cHapyxku u cesl Ha medo Cy 2KoMy, 4eM Hamyras BCex.



— YepHsIi nonyranu.

BroBcTByIomIas uMIepaTpulia peiko Buaesa Takux INTUIl ¥ Oblla YOUBIIeHA, IPOTSIHYB PYKY.

— BynbTe 0CTOPOXKHEI, Ballle BeJIMUECTBO.

Eé cnykaHKa TyT ke OCTaHOBHUIIa €€.

— OTH NTULIBL MOTYT KJIEBaTh, YTOOHE HE IPUYMHUTEL BaM Bpefa.

— Capurecs.

OTBens pyKy, BOOBCTBYIOIIasl UMIepaTpulla ycafuia ero Ha CTyJI, IPOfoIkKasi CMOTPETh Ha IPX0.
— Kak ero 30ByT? OT0 penkas ITULA.

— Baie Benu4ecTBO, €ro 30ByT JPX0, XU OH OYE€Hb YMHBIU.

HexHo nornapus 1meto nomyrasi, Cy 2KoMy He 0Kuas, 9TO BIOBCTBYIOIAS UMIIEPATPHIIA OKAXKETCS
TaKoM HOOPOAYIIHOM.

— 9pxo? [ToueMy Takoe... HeOIaro3By4yHoe uMs?
— Kpacasuua, 3qpaBCTByuUTE!
Kax TOJIbKO OHa 3TO IIPOM3HECTIa, OPXO0 OTKPHUI KJIIOB U CKa3all 3TO.

Cy ZKomy uyTh He ymasn B 06MOPOK, OPOCUB Ha HEro CePOUTHIN BITISAM. 3PS OH YUUII €T0 (PIMPTOBATE.
Ternepb OH 3TUM BOCIIOJIb30BaJICH.

BrmoBcTBYyIOIIAs UMIIEPATPUIIA YCIIBIIIAIA 9TO U eIlé 60JIblle YIUBHUIACS.

— OH Ha3BalI MEeHS 4TO0?

— Bame BenuyecTBO, OH Ha3BaJjl Bac KpacaBulei. Kakas yMHas ITULA.

— He npaBpa nu?

CnyXkaHKY ¥ TOPHUYHEIE, CTOSIIUE PSALOM, TOXKE PACCMESINCh, Haluasd 9PX0 MUJIBIM.
— YTO eI€ OH YyMeeT TOBOPUTH?

Ha aToT pa3 oHa obpaTunach Hanpsmyio K Cy 2Komy.

— Bare BenuyecTBO, OH MHOTOE YMeeT, 04eHb YMEH. ET0 MHTENIEKT Ha YPOBHE NS TUIETHETO
pebénka. OObIUHEBIE TIONTyTal YMHEI KaK OBYXJIETHHE, @ MOM HEMHOTO YMHEe.

Cy KoMy, roBops 0 CBOEM IMUTOMIIE, 3aMETHO OKUBUJICH.
— f yme1o meTs.
OpX0 KIIIOHYJI CBOIO JIAIKy, CaMOLOBOJIBHO CKa3as.

['ma3a BHOBCTBYIOIIEN UMIIEPATPHUIILI 3aTOPEJIUCE.



— Torma, ManmeHbKUM JPX0, CIIOM MHE UYTO-HUOYOb, ¥ I Harpaxy TBOETO X03SHHaA.

['naps Ha MUITYIO IITUITY, BOOBCTBYIOIAs UMIlepaTpuIia Obljla B IpeKpacHOM HaCTPOEHUH.
— He HarpaxpgaiTe ero, OH IJIOXOM YelI0BEK, He HarpaxKmgauTe ero.

Ha nineuye Cy 2KoMmy 9px0 nphiraj BBepX U BHU3, PafyscCh.

— Xa... 970... pe0EHOK, THI BOCIIMTAJ IpefarTes... Xa... Kak Muo.

BrmoBcTByIOIIAs UMIIEpATPUlla CMesIJIach, COBEPILIEHHO 3a0bIB O CHIHE.

*

IleBOUKa HAIIPOTUB, IOCMOTPH CI0Ja, TOCMOTPHU CIOfia, 3eCh IIPefCcTaBlIeHne UHTEPECHOE...
*

9px0 3armer.

— O! OH geuCTBUTENIBHO YMEET NETh!

BrooscTByOmas uMnepaTpulia yOUBUIACh, YCIBIIIAB €0 TOI0C.

— YTo em€ oH ymeet? Crioi 4To-HUOYOb ELIE.

— Harpapure opelikaMu, HarpafguTe OpeIiKaMi.

Opxo IpHITal B KJIEeTKe, He Xejasd neTh 0e3 Harpafbl.

— Manenbkul MpoKa3HUK, Harpaxy! [Hait emy nyuiire opeurku. CinyxKaHka, ObICTPO.
BrooBcTBylomas numneparpuiia Oblia B BOCTOPTe, Maxasl pyKou, YTOOHI CIIy2KaHKU TOYUCTUIIU OPEXHU.
— Bor, gepxu! TonbKO MOM.

CnyxaHKa [TOYUCTHIIa HECKOJIBKO OPEXOB U C Y/IBIOKOM IT0I0XKUIIA UX Tlepe IPXO.

Croans LI3u, cuns pspmoM, Haboan 3a 9ToM clieHo ¢ youBieHueM. Kak 1aBHO OH He BU[EJ CBOIO
MaTh TaKOW CHACTIUBOM. KaxkeTcs, ¢ TexX 1mop, Kak yMep ero oTell, oHa 6oJbIlle He cMesiyiach Tak
HCKpEeHHe.

B 3TOT MOMEHT OH He TonbKO cMoTpes Ha Cy 2Komy ¢ omobpeHneM, HO faxke JPX0 He Ka3ajcs eMy
TAKHUM YK ITPOTUBHBIM.

— Xa... ITOT MaJleHbKUY IPOKA3HUK OEeMCTBUTEIBHO O4YapOBaTesIeH.

BrooBcTByIOIIast MMIEpATPHULa, TJISIAS Ha MPIraoero 9pxo, cMesiach, COBEPIIEHHO 3a0kIB 0 JII0SIX
BOKPYT.

— Mars, ecinu BaM HPABUTCA, IIYCTh Cy }KOMY Yallle IIPUBOOUT €ro BO ABOPEI.
Crooanb 131, XOTS U He JIIO0HMIT KHUBOTHBIX, OLIJI TOTOB COeJiaThk 3TO pagu MATEPH.

YcnrimaB ato, Cy 2Komy moBepHYJICS U OPOCUIT Ha HEro yOuiCTBEeHHBIN B3rIAd. UYTo 3a upes? OH He



IIJTAaHUPOBAJI 4YacTOo OBIBATH BO IBOPIIE.

Croanb LI3u MpOUTHOPUPOBA €T0 B3TJISAA U 00paTUICS K MaTEPH.

— Mars, KaxK BB fyMaeTe?

9TOT MmapeHb NOCTABUJI €MY CTOJIBKO XJIOMOT B IIYTH, TEIIEPh OH PEIInJI HEMHOTO OTHITPAThCS.
BrooBcTByIOIIAs UMIIEpaTpUlla, KOHEYHO, OblIa He TPOTUB.

— Koneuno. ITycts Cy 2KoMy 9acTo IPUBOOUT JPXO, 5 JaM eMY IIPOIYCK, YTOOBI OH MOT IIPUXOIUTB,

Korga 3aXxo4erT.
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