— Ilom MapKH3a YaumuHa pa3MepaMu He YCTYyIIaeT OBOPIY, 4 TOT CTAPUK XUTEP, KaK JIUCa. ThI
YBE€PEHaA, 4YTO JIIOAHW, KOTOPLIX ThHI OTIIPABHII4d, CMOT'YT HaWTH MECTO, THe OH IIpsA4eT IevyaTs?

L3an Baticu cHOBa MHUTHYJIa CBOUMHU ITEPCUKOBBIMHU I'JIa3daMH.

— 3aueMm uckath? [IpoCcTO OTIIPaBb UX Tyfa, THe 00JbIlle BCEro TaHBIX CTpaxkei, — oTBeTuna LI3un
2KaHb, He OTPHIBas B3TJIAAa OT TOHKOW KHUXKKU C CEPO-TOIyORIM KOPEIIKOM, KOTOPYIO OHa focTana ¢
IIOJIKH.

[I3su baiicu Ha MTHOBEHHUE 3aMepJia, IOHUMas, 4To 3To mpaBfaa. OHa yxKe cobupanach HAllOMHUTb,
YTO CTpaXu AoMa Mapku3a YaHLKWHA TOXKE He JILIKOM IIUTH], HO pellluya, YTO 3TO JIuIilHee. Beas oHa
otnpasuna Jlo Ho, TM9YHOTr0 TaliHOTO CTpaxa TOT0 JePEeBAHHOTO YeI0BEeKa, KakK OH MOT He
CIIPAaBUTHCS C TAaKOU 3amaden?

[13un 2KaHb yKe MOBEPHYJACh K HEH, OAHsIa OPOBb U C KHUTOM B PyKaxX BEPHYJIACh K MATKOMY
s10xy. OHa pa3MbIIIsAa:

— TrI, Ha caMoM [iefie, X0Tejla BEPHYTb MeHS, YTOOBI UCII0Ib30BaTh KakK LIUT, fa?
L3511 Baiicu OBICTPO Cy3ua I'Jla3a, Cierka CMyTHUBILUCE:
— Tak 6BICTPO pacKycuina?

— ToT cTapuK OCMENHUICS JaTh MHE ITOHSATh, KTO 3[IeCh TTIaBHHIM, IPsMo Ipu Tebe. Kak s Moria He
3aMeTuTh? — LI3uH 2KaHb YyCMEXHyIach, KCKOCA B3TJISHYB Ha Hee. — Tak YTO XKe OH X0UET 3aCTaBUTh
Tebd coesnars?

— Yro eme? EcTecTBeHHO, TOCKOPee MOJapUTh UMIIEPATOPCKOMY OOMY HAaCJIeIHUKA, YTOOBI
YKPEeNIuTh OCHOBH rocynapcTBa!l — XoTs ToH L[3sH Baiicu GBI 1ETKOMBICTIEHHBIM, B €€ I'Jla3ax
YHTaaach focafa, BUAUMO, i yKe IOPSAKOM Hal0eNld 3TU pa3rOBOPHI.

Opnako, ecnu Ob1 MBICTH 11351H Baicu Ovuty 3aHATEI Mo I's, uMmepaTopcKuil oM I'aHbITO
IEeNCTBUTEILHO MOT ObI OCcTaThCs 6e3 HacaegHUKOB. 1[3un 2KaHb HaXMypUJlach ¥ CEpPbe3HO CIIPOCHUIIA:

— 3HAYMUT, TH 10 CUX IIOP HE CMOTJIa B35Th IO KOHTPOJIb BilacThk? [103BOIsEIIbh eMy yTpoxKaTh Te0e?

— B pmenax rocymapCTBEHHEIX 51 He TI0O3BOJII0 €My BMEIIWBATLCS, HO OH U He yrpoxaet, — L3511 banicu
B3[OXHYJIa, BHIISAAS MpayHou. — Celyac B OTKPBITYIO OCTalach TOJBKO 5, HaCllefHULIA
MMIIEPATOPCKOro foMa ['aHbIfl0. ITU CTAPUKU B IIPABUTEILCTBE CIULIKOM IIPefaHbl, I03TOMY OHHI
IIOCTOSTHHO [OKYy4alT MHE 3TuM!

3un 2Kanp Mo4asa, He Haxons cioB. LI3sH Balicu ¢ pa3gpaxeHueM moOaBuia:

— C Tex 1op KakK y MeHsI MOIUIM MeCcS4Hble, 51 He 3Hal0 MOK0s! OTU CTapHUKU ITOCTOSIHHO IIBITAI0TCS
IIOJICYHYTh KO MHe JIIofiel, CIIOBHO 5 JOJI2KHA HeMe[[JIeHHO 3a0epeMeHeTh!

I'naps Ha HaxMypeHHOe nutlo 1[3sH baiicu, 13un XKaHb cepxkaia cMex U, TOAHSB MOAO0POIOK,
CIIpocura:

— Tax TH IIOTOM B3sJIa TOI'O B Ka4eCTBe IIuTa?

Ona, KOHEYHO Xe, uMmesa B Buay Xya Lluamo. [3518 Bancu B3rjisiHyjla Ha BHYTPEHHUE IIOKOU U BOPYT
HaXMypHUJIach:



— OH cnuT Ha Moey KpoBaTu?

[Toxoxe, Tak u OBIIIO.

I3uH 2KaHb MHOTO3HAYHUTENBHO IIePeCIpoCcua:

— Tak rme ke OH cHan paHbIIe?

1351 Baiicu mocMOTpeia Ha Hee C YIIPEKOM U Cepbe3HO0 CKa3asa:

— 4 yXe mO4YTH... — OHA 3amHylach, — MOYTH 3aMyXKHSS KeHIIMHa. Kak S MOTy MO3BOIUTh KOMY-TO
ellle BXOOUTL B MOU IIOKOU? HeMeneHHO BLITOHU ero!

— V MmeHs ceituac HeT 60eBLIX KCKYCCTB, s He CMOT'Y eT0 BeIrHaTh, — LI3uH 2KaHb HEBUHHO pa3Bea
pykamu. — U, yuuThiBas ero HaBBIKH, Thl JyMaelllb, KTO elle, KpoMe Te0s, CMOXKET 3TO CHenaThb?

Li3aH Baiicu elne cunbHee HaxMypuiach, Korga Xya LIuHMO, yKe CHABIIUY JOCIIeXH, BHIIIET U3
BHYTPEHHUX ITIOKOEB. B JTeTKOM XajaTe U ¢ HeNPUHYXIEHHOU T0XOOKOU OH BHITTIAAEN HACTOAIIUM
M3BICKaHHBIM apUCTOKPATOM.

— 9, o6e3bsiHa, 5 BCce ciblmtan, — Xya Lluamo nogomen K 13sH Baticu, momHSI OpOBb U OTSHYIICS
K IIBETKY, TOpYallleMy y Hee Ha TPyau.

— JTOT LIBETOK OTPaBJIeH, eC/IM He XO4elllb 3aCThITh, KaK OHA, JIy4llle He Tporail ero, — BOBpeMs
npenynpenuna Li3un 2KaHsb.

Pyka Xya LluaMo 3aMepiia, oH ornsaen LI3su Balicu, KoTopas CTOsi/ia HEIIOABUKHO B HEYIOOHOM!
1o3e, 1, yoOpaB pyKy, mpobopmoTant:

— OngaTte TBOSA MaJieHbKas JeKaph?

XoTsi OH 3afajl BOIIPOC, ero TOH OB yTBepauTeabHbIM. OH TocMoTpent Ha LI3sH Balicu cBhICOKa U
MHOTO3HAUUTEILHO CKa3all:

— Tt cnumkoM ee Ganyers.

— MHe HpaBuTcs ee OamoBaTh, — L[3sH Baiicu momHsIa CBOM MIEPCHUKOBHIE T'JIa3a M HAaXMypPUiIach. —
A TEI 4TO, IOACTyIIXBaI Hac?

— 4 He 3aHMMAIOCh TAKMMH HOOJILIMU [EeJIaMU, IIPOCTO BEIMIE U YCIIBIIIAJI, KaK ThI XO4Y€Illb MEHS
BEITHATL.

Xya LlmHMO, Ka3anoch, ObITT HEJOBOJIEH TaKUM IpeanosoxeHueM. OH IIPOBEN PYKOH 110 yiKe
pacTpenaHHBIM BojsiocaM 1[3sH Baiicu, mpeBpailiias UX B HACTOSIINY 0€CIIOPSIIOK, U, TSI Ha ee
JKMBOT, MHOT'O3HAYMUTEJILHO CKa3al:

— Te1 geiicTBUTENbHO HebOnarogapHas feBYoHKa. CKOIBKO pa3 g 3aluinan Te0si 0T HEeHYKHBIX
yXazkepoB U 0TOMBAJICS OT CTAPUKOB, a KaXKIbIK pa3, KOTfa S BRIX0XKY K3 3ana YaHbaHb, OHU CMOTPST
Ha MeHs, CJIOBHO CO MHOU 4YTO-TO He TaK.

[I3uH XKaHp, 3aCTUTHYTas BPaCIJIOX, MoI4aia.

— 9T0 THI, 671AaTOPOOHEIYA HacleOHUK pofda Xya, MOoXKelllb Takoe TOBOpUTh? — L[3sH Baiicu
pasmgpaxkeHHO ocMoTpesia Ha Xya LluHMo u nporHana ero. — HemenneHHO yXOnU, Thl O0Jblile MHE



He HyXeH!
Xya LIuEMO QEIPKHY U, YXO[s, IPUTBOPHO B3JOXHYII:

— JlagHo, TamHO, TH Y2Ke MOYTH 3aMyKHSS XKeHIIWHa. Kak roBopuTcs, HoBas 1I000Bb BEHITECHSIET
cTapyo. BuguMo, s1 OKOHYATEIbHO BHIIIEN U3 MUJIOCTH. ..

Cnyru y BXofa, yCIBIIIAB 3TO, MOI4a OIYCTUJIX F'OJIOBHL U MOYTUTEIBHO [IPOU3HECTIN:
— I'ereparn Xya, C4aCTIUBOTO YyTH.

113su Baticu, cTUCHYB 3y0BI, TOCMOTPEJIa B CTOPOHY [IBEPH, €M XO0TeI0Ch MI'HOBEHHO 0Ka3aThCs TaM U
ynaputh Xya Lluamo. LI3un 2KaHb ¢ COYyBCTBUEM IIOCMOTPETIa Ha Hee U yTellnia:

— He BonHylics, IPOLIIO yXKe I0jI4aca, elle 4yac, U JelCTBUe Afa 3aKOHUYUTCH.
II3su Baiicu nepeBesa B3rJisAd Ha Hee, U LI3uH 2KaHb HEBUHHO CKa3asa:
— Yro? {1 He TBO¥M HOBBIM BO3/TIO0IEHHEIM, TAK YTO HE CEPOUCH Ha MEHS.

Korma LI3su Baticu y>ke rotoBa Oblsia B30pPBaThCs, IBEPh TUXO IMOCTYYalu, U CHapyKU pa3dascs
IIOYTUTEJILHEIN T'0JIOC:

— Bame BricoyecTBo, Ero BennruecTBo npucnan MeHs C YKa30M.

I3sn Baiicu xKectoMm Benena L[3uH 2KaHb HaKpPHITh €€ TOHKUM OfIesIJIOM X TPOMKO CKa3ara:

— Borigure!

I'naBHBIM eBHYX YaH [[toaHb GLHICTPO BOIIENI B KOMHATY, CKJIOHUJI T'OJIOBY ¥ MTOYTUTENILHO CKa3all:

— Bamre BricouecTBo, rocriogus Li3us, Ero BenryecTBo npuKasan rocnofguny L[3uH HeMe[IeHHO
SIBUThCSI B IMIIepaTopCcKuil KaOHUHET.

LI3ux 2KaHb cnerka u3MeHunach B aune, Ho LI3saH baiicu nuIb JeHUBO cKalaja:
— Wpure.

Ysn [lt0aHb He CTan HUYEro H00aBiIsATh U, MOKIOHUBIIKCH, BhImesl. [3uH 2KaHb ellle He ycrena
nofgHATH OpoBb, Kak LI3sH Baiicu ckasana:

— OTOoXHU HEMHOTO, @ IOTOM HOX B MOM IIOKOU IIPUHUMATh JIEKAPDCTBEHHEIE BAHHEI. He oﬁpamaﬁ
BHUMAaHUA.

Li3un XKaub nogHsma 6poBU U CIIOKOWHO CKa3asa:
— OTKypa TH 3Haelllb, UTO S He X04y ero BUAeTh? Bedb OH, MOXKHO CKa3aTh, MO OSAMA.

— Yro TaM cMoTpeTh, — (ripKHYyNa LI3gH Baticu. — 3aBTpa Ha gBOPLIIOBOM GaHKETEe BCE PaBHO
YBULUIILCS.

I3un XKaHb momyMasa U KUBHYJIa, 103BaB LluH Uu u3-3a ABEpU U [aB el HEeCKOJIbKO YKa3aHuy, [I0Cye
Yero HalpaBHUJlaCh BO BHYTpeHHUe noKou LI3sH Baiicu.

3su Baiicu Habmogana, Kak Bce YXO[OsT, 3aTeM IIepeBeJia B3TJIAO Ha IIOTOJIOK, CKy4adsd, CUHUTaAlla



yIaphl cepaiia B TeueHue Yaca. Korma meficTBue sia HAaKOHEI[ IIPOIII0, OHA TYT Xe, C TPYIOM
IBUTAsICh, HAMIPaBUIaCh B O0KOBOM 3al.

Mo I's, omeTas B JIETKYIO OleXNy, Chuaella IIPpU CBETEe MEePUAI0IuX CBedel, CMeIInBas JIeKapCTBa. Ha
CTOJIe Iiepen Hel dKKYPATHO CTOSAJIX MHOZKECTBO U3AITHBIX CTEKITAHHBIX (1)J'IaKOHOB.

I3su baiicu Ha MTHOBEHHE OCTaHOBMJIACH Y OKHa, I'JIdgd Ha YeTKKUEe YEePTHI JIMIa B CBETE IIJIaMEHH, 1
€€ T'HEeB BHE3adIlIHO PaCCesJICH.

Ona nmopgomina ¥ o0HsiTa Mo I['s c3agu, MpUKaBIINCE K €€ ellle BlIaXKHbIM BOJIOCaM, U MpodopMoTarna:
— Twl KeCcTOKas IeBYOHKaA, MHe celiyac Be3fne 60mbHO. [ToMaccupyi MeHs.

Mo I's, He ocTaHaBIMBASICh, IPOJOIKAJa IePeINBaTh KUAKOCTh U3 OOHOTO (plakoHA B TPU APYTHUX,
3aTeM B3dJla ellle ONUH (PIaKOH U aKKypaTHO fo6aBuja ero cofepKuUMoe, CJIOBHO He 3aMedas, 4YTO 3a
HeU KTO-TO CTOHUT.

3su baticu, CTUCHYB 3y0OHI, CKa3aa:

— ITo Kakux mop Tl Oyenib MeHsI UTHOPUPOBATh?

Mo I's meqneHHO BCTpsaxHyNa GIaKOH U NO-IpeXKHeMy He U3[ana HU 3ByKa.

1I3su Balicu BHe3aIlHO OTIIYCTHTIA ee U, pa3paxkeHHO 00epHYBIINCH, I03Baa:

— Jlans ['s!

Hcnyranueiil ¥ pacTepsHHBIY Jlaub ['3 TyT XKe MOABUJICS y OKHa, U L[34H Balicu rpoMKo npukasaa:
— [puHecu MHe YepHUIa, KUCTh U IledaTh! f cobuparochk U3maTh yKa3 0 Ha3HaYeHUN MyxKa!

— HemepnnenHo otnpasnsiica! — YBuges, Kak JlaHb ['3 HepelnuTenbHO TO4eTCs ¥ OKHa, LI3sH Balicu
HaxXMypPUIach.

Jlanb '3 TIOCTIEITHO BHITTONTHU TPUKA3 U IPUHEC Bce Heo6X0auMoe U3 TIaBHOTO 3aia. Mo I's, cuns y
CTOJIa, IPOBeJIa PYKOH 10 (JIaKOHY ¥ CIIOKOWHO HAITOMHUJIA:

— Baitiie Brico4ecTBO, €C/IH BH XOTUTE U3TaTh YKa3, BaM CJIegyeT OTIIPAaBUTLCA B TJIaBHHIX 3aJl. ITO
MOH IIOKOH.
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