l3un XKaHb I0OBEpHYJIACh ¥ OKMHYIA B3rngaoM 2Kans 1[310, 0CTaHOBUB B30p Ha MaJleHbKOU 3MeUKe C
OOHUM KOTTEM Y JIeBOT'0 Kpast ero 6poBu:

— TeI ¢ meTcTBa clegyelb 3a 9TUM BOHIOUUM CTapUKaIIKOn?

ZKans 310 3aMelkascsa, OTBETUB YKIIOHUYUBO:

— locnioguH, BEPOSITHO, HE YIIOMUHAJ O MOEM CyIleCTBOBaHUHU Iepef MOJIOAO0U TOCIIOXKOMU.
3un 2KaHb TUXO paccMesnach, HO CMeX He JOCTUT e€ Tiia3:

— V¥ tarHOoro crpaxa li3sgH balicu Ha npefdmieybe eCTh TOYHO TaKas XKe 3MelKa C OQHUM KOT'TEM,
Kak y TebOs Ha OpoBH.

2Kanp 11310 Ha MrHOBEHUE OIEILINI, HO OBICTPO IpHINel B ce0sl, BEIXBATU/I KUHKaJl U HAllpaBUI €T0 K
CBOEMY TOpILy.

C pe3KuM CBHUCTOM YTO-TO 3eJIEHOE BHIJIETEJIO U3 CII0KEeHHBIX pyK L[3uH 2KaHb, BLIOUB KUHKAT U3 PYK
ZKans [1310. TOT HECKOJIBKO pa3 IPOKPYTHUIICA Ha II0JTy, IpeXkae YeM 3aTUXHYTh.

— Tebe He cTOUT GOSATHCS, UTO TEOS MOWMAIOT ¥ 3TO HaBPEOUT CTAPUKY, — CIIOKOMHO ITPOM3Heca
LI3un 2Kaub, CHOBa CKIadkBasi PYKH B PyKaBa ¥ MPUCTAJIbHO TIIsAAs Ha HEero. — C TBOMMU HABHIKAMH,
TOT, KTO CMOXKEeT Te0sI CXBaTUTh U Y3HAET 3Ty 3MEUKY, BEPOSITHO, yKe 3HAET O ITPOUCXOXKICHUN
CTapUKAIIKH.

— Ho...

— He HyXHO «HO», — pe3Ko npepBaia ero Li3un XKanp, cierka IpunogHsB M0oA00POIOK U YKa3aB Ha
He(pPUTOBYIO IOOBECKY Ha MOIy. — [logHUMH €e€.

2Kans 11310 yMONIK, HaxMypuJl OpoBb, 3agyMa’cs, a 3aTeM ITI0CMOTPeJT Ha ITOJIBECKY Ha 1mony. Ero
BhIpaXKEeHUe JIMlla MTHOBEHHO U3MEHUJIOCE.

[I3un 2KaHb CIIOKOWHO 3aMeTHUsIa 3Ty IIepeMeHy:

— Y3Haéub 3Ty MOOBECKY?

2Kanb 11310 cHOBa 3aK0y1e€0aJICsI, 0CTOPOKHO CIIPOCHB:

— Mory nu s y3HaTh, OTKyZa Y MOJIOLOU I'OCIIOKHU 3Ta I0gBEeCcKa?
LI3vn 2KaHb ocTaBaiach HEBO3MYTUMOMU:

— CHauara g 3afasa BOIpoc.

2Kans 1310 GBICTPO OIYCTUII TOJIOBY:

— Ora mogBecKa Obla IMYHOY BEIIBI0 CTAPOTO KHA351, KOTOPYIO OH I033Ke Ilepenan KH3IO0.
EcTecTBeHHO, 5 €€ y3Halo.

lI3un XKaHb He 0TBeTHUIIa, BCIIOMHUB KPAaCHEIN YTOJIOK OLEeXKIH, KOTOPHIY COUNl MeTaTeIbHBIN CHAPSN
IIPOIJION HOYBO.

XKansb 11310, Bugd, 4To Li3uH 2KaHb MOTYUT, IIOCTIE JOITOX MMay3bl IPOAOJIKHUIL:



— JTa mmoaBecKa Obllla 0CTaB/IeHa KHATHHEH MOJIONOH rocIoxe?

LI3un XKaHb To-TIpexkHEeMy CMOTpella Ha Hero 0e3 9MOIKi, 3aTeM OTBeJjla B3T/IAM, JKeCTOM IIPUTIHYIa
TIOMBECKY K cebe, IoTepia eé B pyKax, 0CMOTpeJsia Y30PHl ¥ CITIOKOWHO CKa3aJa:

— { nonmyuuna e€ npomoy Houbto 0T [IByx Crapeimuu HaubMuHa.

B rnaszax 2Kausb 1310 nosiBunock HegoyMmeHue. OH yxKe 3HaJI, YTO IPOIUION HOYb0 LI3uH 2KaHb
CTOJIKHYNAacCh ¢ 3acapoy Crapeumus HaupMuUHa, HO...

— l'oBOpH, KTO UMEHHO PaHUJI CTAPUKAIIKY MPOIIIOoN Houbio? — 1[31H 2KaHb [TOI0KNIIa II0OBECKY B
PYKaB ¥ CHOBa ITOMHSJIA B3I,

2Kans 11310, BuAs yBepeHHOCTH 1[3uH 2KaHb, TepecTal CKphIBaTh IIPaBay U MOOPOOHO Omucal
IpOMU30Ileallee, 3aKOHUYUB CJI0BaAMU:

— HOSTOMy g He 3Halo, IT0oYeMy CTaprI;I KHA3b BHE3AITHO BRIPBAJICA U3 3AIMUTHOTO KPyra U CaM
6pOCI/IJICH Ha TOT'O YeJIOBEKa B YEPHOM.

— TrI cMoOT omipefenuTh, OB JIX 3TO MyXKYMHA WIK KEHIMHA? — 3afyMarnach LI3uH 2KaHb.

— Opmexpa TOro YeloBeKa HUYEeM He OTNIMYanach OT OfleKObl UMIIEPAaTOPCKUX TalHBIX CTPaXKeu, MTUI0
OBLIO 3aKPBITO YEPHOM TKaHbIO. f NTUIIL METbKOM B3TJISHYJI X He CMOT OIIPeNesuTb, — YeCTHO
otBeTun ZKass L1310.

[3un 2KaHb CHOBa MO/T4a CMOTpesia Ha Hero. 2Kaub 1310 Hauan HEPBHUYATE IO €€ B3TJISIIOM,
IIOAyMaB U CIIPOCHUB:

— [Touemy MoJiomas rocroXxa Tak yBepeHa, YTO 3TO He UMIIepaTOPCKUY TalHBIM CTpaX? M Kak oHa
y3Haja 0 MoeM CyILIeCTBOBaHUU?

]_[3I/IH Kanp IIPpOoOoJIZKalla COXPaHsATh HEBO3MYTHUMOCTE:

— Pas3sBe monn, paccTaBieHHbIE MHOIO, HE MOTJIA OBl CITPABUTHLCS C OOBIYHBIM UMIIEPATOPCKUM
cTpaxem?

Kaub 11310 TOTEPSAT Jap peun.

— Ckaxu elre pas, 9T0 OblJI MyKUYKWHa UK XKeHIKuHa? — L[3uH 2KaHb ocMoTpesia Ha Hero cOOKY.
2Kans L1310 CMyTUICS, YECTHO OTBETUB:

— IMop mmaTKOM BBICTYIAJ KagblK. Ec/iu 9T0 He OBINIO MOANEIKOM, TO 9TO TOYHO OB MYyKYHNHA.
LI3uH 2KaHb KUBHYJIA U OTBETHUIA:

— 4 ocMoTpesia paHy CTapuKalIKu. Yaap OblT HalpaB/IeH MMPSIMO B CEPAIE, HO KTO-TO B ITOCTIEIHUMN
MOMEHT CXBaTHUJI €r0 TeJI0 U CMECTUJI HalpaByieHre. Mou Joau He CMOTTIM Obl coesaTh 3TO 3a
MTHOBEHUE.

2Kanb 11310 BOPYT BCE MOHST U C TPYIOM IOAOUpPan cioBa, rnsaas Ha L[3un 2Kaub. 9Ta Monmonas
rocrioXka HAYYTh He yCTyIasa TOH, 4To ObljIa B IIPOIIIOM.

[I3un 2KaHb MeJIbKOM B3r/IgHYyIa Ha 2KaHb 1310, CHOBa ITIOBEPHYJIACh K OKHY U IIpUKa3aa:



— Vxopu. Temepsb ThI PACKpPHIT, OCTaBalics B [IBope YKumaHb U He MOKKUOAN ycaab0y.
— Cnymarocs!
2KaHb 11310 ORICTPO CKPHBIJICS.

[13un 2Kansb, HaOMI0as 3a €ro yXo0M, BEpHYJIach BO BHYTPEHHUE ITOKOU, B3TJISIHYJIa Ha CTaporo
KHA3S [[3IMHSA ¥ TUXO MMOKUHYJa ycanboy.

Korpga Hebo egBa Hauaso cBetneTs, FOHB JIUH, KOTOpas He BEpHYJIach JOMOM BCIO HOYb, OpOAuUa B
3aMelIaTeNIbCTBE 10 MYyCTHIPIO B IPUTOPOJiEe CTOIUIIEI, ApOKa OT YTPeHHE!N POCH, U HaKOHEI]
BEPHYJIaCh.

Bo gBopiie LluHBI03, B UMIIEpaTOPCKUX ITOKOSX.

OrpoMHBIY 3aJ1 OBUI OCBeIleH MATKUM CBETOM CBeuel, 3aHaBeCKH U3 IIeJIKa CJIerka KOJIbIXaIuCh.
BHyTpeHHSS1 KOMHATa, THe CIiajl CTaphlii UMIepaTop, Oblla MOTpykKeHa B TEMHOTY ¥ TUIIUHY, JTHUIIb
cnabBIi CBET IPOHUKAJI U3 BHEITHUX ITOMEIEeHNH.

IllITopa y KpoBaTu 0TOpackBaia TeHh CTAPOT0 UMIIEPATOPA, IIOIyIeXkallero Ha MoCTeNnd. Ero HU3Kui
TOJI0C Pa3Jajcs U3-3a 3aHABECOK:

— Trl yrpoxaems muE?

B nieHTpe KOMHATH CTOSIIa BEICOKAs GUTypa, TUII0 KOTOPOi OBIJI0O CKPHITO B TEMHOTE. ['0J10C GBI
HEBO3MYTHUM:

— 4 Ui, HarmoMUHA0 OTIY, YTOOH OH He 3a0bl1 0 CBoeM 0OelllaHuy.

— §1 TakKe rOBOPHII, YTO YeM OOJIbIIIe TH 3a00THIIILCS O HEH, TEM MEHBIIe ST MOTYy €€ TepmeTh! —
PEe3KO MPOH3HEC CTAPHIM HMIepPaTop.

— 4 ToXe cka3asna, 4YTO €CNIU C HEU CIIyYUTCS XOTh MaJleuInas HeNPUSATHOCTD, S 3aCTaBIII0 BECh POJ
YKaHCYHb 3alJIaTUTh 3a 3TO, — XOJIOLHO OTBeTH A YxKaHCyHb Llumy.

— Heropsaiika! — cTapelii UMIIepaToOp PE3KO0 CxKaJjl Ofessio, ero THEBHBIM B3TJISA YCTPEMUIICSA B LIEHTP
KOMHATEI. — He 3a0bIBal, KTO ThI!

— {1 He 3a0rIBalo0, ¥ HalEIOCh, UTO OTEILl TOXKe He 3a0kBaeT, KTO OHa, — CIIOKOMHO IIPOU3HeCa
YxkaHCyHB LIuMy, TOBOpaynBasich U MeIJIEHHO HAIlPaBIsAsICh K BeIxony. — Cutyarus B Mo6ai
TsXKelas, IyCTh CTapIIuy OpaT, HacleQHBIN IPUHII, OCTaHETCS TaM Ha Mpa3fHUYHOM OaHKeTe U
IIPOMOIKUT 3aHUMAThCS IelaMy 110 TUKBUALIUY IIOCTIeCTBUM OeICTBYUS.

JIu1o cTaporo uMIepaTopa CTano 6arpoBEIM, OH PE3KO0 [EePHYI 3a IMITOPY, KOTOpasi C TPOMKHUM
3BYKOM yIaja.

UxkaHCyHB LluMy He oOpaTHiia Ha 3TO BHUMAHUS, MeJIEHHO MPOIIIa Yepe3 BHEIIHNE ITOKOH, eé
B3TJISIT CKOJI3HYJI II0 HOBOMY CTOJIy M3 CaHOalIOBOTO JepeBa, U OHA, He TISAAS 10 CTOPOHAaM,
CIIOKOMHO CcKa3asia Bans Cro, cTose y gBepu:

— Wpau, moMoru oTiy MOJHATHCS, TOpa Ha YTPEHHUHU COBET.

Baub Cio GbICTPO TOKJIOHUIIACh, Habiofas 3a yaansiomeics purypoit Yxancyss Llumy ¢ TpeBoOrow.



Heb6o HaunmHaeT MeHSIThCS!

Korpa mepsrie Ty4u COJIHIIa TPOOMINCEH CKBO3b 0671aka, [I3un 2KaHb ¢ X010[10M Ha TeJjle BepHY/Iach B
ITaBunwoH LluHTE.

Uvn Yu u E Yy, cTogBmre y BXoma, yBULeIN KPOBb Ha ofexpe LI3uH 2KaHb, ¥ UX cephua CXKaluch.
Huu Yu, ¢ MOKpacHEBIIMMU T'1a3aMHu, cpa3y nobexarna:

— MOJ'IOI[OfI roCIIogvH, BaM HYXKHO IIPUHSATH BAHHY 1 HepeOHeTbCH? b5l IIPUTOTOBJIIO TOPAYYIO BOJIY!

[I3uH 2KaHb [T0YyBCTBOBAJIa TEIJIO B CEPALE, He ycIerna ocTaHoBUTh LuH Yu, Kak nosepHysach K E
Yu:

— Cxkaxu llun Yu, yToOH He TOTOBHUIA BOAY. f X04Uy IocnaTth, ¥ HUKOTO He IIyCcKaWTe, KTO OBl HU
TIPUILE]T.

E Yu Takxke c 6ecrokoicTBoM nmocMorpena Ha [I3un 2KaHb 1 npenioxuma:
— Mornopoii TOCTIOfKH, ChelllbTe YTO-HUOYOb epell CHOM. Ha KyxHe eCTh TeIJIbld KypUHBIN Oy IbOH.

— He HyXkHO, g He rononHa, — LI3uH 2KaHb nokadasa rojioBoOi, IpoIijia BO BHYTPEHHNE TI0KOH,
CHsIJIa OKPOBABIIEHHYIO BEPXHIOIO OfleKN1y, HUKHee OeJibe U JieTJia B II0CTeNb, OBICTPO YCHYB.

Yepes rekoTopoe BpeMs E Uu Tuxo Bouia B KOMHATY, aKKypPaTHO IIOCTaBUJIa TPEJIKY U, B35B ONEXKOY
[13un 2KaHb, BHIIIUIA, CTOJIKHYBIIKACH C YKaHCYHBb LluMy, KOTOpas CIyCcTUach ¢ Heba.

— He knaHsiicsa, — YxancyHss LluMy B3rnsgHyna Ha ogexkny B pykax E Yu u cipocuna. — OHa
IPUHUMAaET BaHHY?

— Baire BricouecTB0, MOIOLOY T'OCHOOUH TOJIBKO YTO JIET CIaTh, — IIOYTUTENILHO oTBeTHIa E Yn.
YxkaHCYHB LIMMy Ha MITHOBEHUE 3aMoJIdajia, €€ B3TJISI BCE elllé OblyT HalpaBieH Ha OfeXKAOY:
— OTO HYXKHO BEHIOPOCUTH?

— ...Ia, — otBetuna E Yu, eé B3rusay ObII CII0KHEIM. Ha caMoM fieie, 9Ty O0eKay MOXKHO OBIIO GBI
TIOCTHPATh U CHOBA HOCHUTB, HO...

[TogHMMAIO0 PYKY, X04y CKa3aTh.

Buepa ofHa meByIIKa CIIPOCHIIA, YTO HE TIOHMMAaeT HEKOTOPhIe BEIU. S yBepeHa, YTO U y OPYTUX
TOXKE eCThb BOIIPOCH], I03TOMY X04Y IOSICHUTE.

Ceiiyac UOeT TOIBKO IEPBHIM TOM, X BCE, YTO MPOUCXOAUT, — ITO JIUIIh 3aK/TafKa CIOKETHBIX JIMHUM,
Ecnu 4T0-TO HEMOHSTHO, 9TO HOPMAaJIbHO, IOTOMY YTO S eIllé He Hamucasa Janbile. HekoTopsie
BOIIPOCHI MOT'YT OBITh PACKPHITH TOJIBKO B TPETHEM UJTM YETBEPTOM TOME, TaK YTO Cerfyac IPOCTO
3HaiiTe, YTO MPOUCXOAUT. [ToyeMy 3TO IIPOUCXOAUT, 51 0OBICHIO IO3XKe.

Kpome Toro, Buepa Oblyia OHA MUJIasl YUTATEIBHUIIA, KOTOPAas 0YeHb X0TeJla OCTABUTD OIMHHEBIN
KOMMEHTapu, HO eé€ moaBesa cucteMa. OHa Oblyla OYeHb MUJION, ¥ €€ CJI0Ba BIOXHOBUIIM MEHS
IIPOJOJIKATh MHUCATh 3Ty UCTOPHUIO. {1 MpoYnTala €€ KOMMeHTapui, X OH ObIJI 04eHb
IPOHULIATENIBHBIM. DTO YCIIOKOUIIO MEHsI, IIOTOMY UTO s ITepexKuBaa, YTO MO UCTOPUS HEMOHSITHA.
Cmacu60 BaM 6osbImoe!
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